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ABSTRACT 
 
This thesis is a study of the Italian Fascist party’s (PNF) impact on the Italian population of 
Queensland.  The study looks at the overall development of the Queensland Italian population 
between the years 1910 and 1945, how this was affected by the Fascist party’s policies in 
encouraging support for its politics amongst Italians abroad from 1922 to 1940 and the differing 
ways in which Queensland Italians reacted to these Fascist party activities. 
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This is the first study dedicated to the impact of Fascism on the Queensland Italian 
population.  Through its specific focus the thesis provides a substantial contribution to the history of 
Queensland’s Italian population as well as to the overall social history of the state.  The Italians 
were the largest group of non-Anglo-Celtic migrants in Queensland before World War II.  How 
their adaptation to life in Australia was shaped both by domestic as well as international political 
factors provides further understanding of migrant history in Australia.    
The thesis also helps to expand the understanding of the Italian Fascist party, its policies in 
regards to Italians abroad and the impact this had on specific Italian settlements.  By using previous 
studies on Fascism and Italian populations abroad this thesis clarifies how and why Italian 
communities across the world reacted differently to the policies of the Fascist party.  This 
clarification is a result of comparing and contrasting Queensland Italians’ interactions with the PNF 
with those of Italian populations in other Australian states, the United States, South America and 
Britain.  
This study draws on a wealth of primary sources including Australian and Italo-Australian 
newspapers from the period 1910 to1945, as well as numerous Australian and Queensland archival 
documents relating to Italian life in Queensland and the activities of the Italian Fascist party and 
Queensland Italian Fascist associations in the state.  The thesis also uses Italian consular documents 
that provide essential information on the activities of Fascist Italy’s consular representatives in 
Queensland.  The interpretation and conclusions made by this thesis through the study of the 
primary sources are shaped by secondary studies relating to Italian settlement in Australia, the 
history of the Fascist party in Italy and the activities and impact of the Fascist party’s policies on 
Italian populations in the United States, Britain and South America.  
Drawing these several areas of research together, it can be seen that Fascism’s impact on the 
Queensland Italian population was substantial, although making a general conclusion on 
Queensland Italian support for Fascism is difficult as Italians associated with the PNF for a myriad 
of reasons.  Some embraced Fascism as a patriotic force that defended Italian rights in Queensland, 
others supported Fascism as an anti-Communist political movement, while other Italians associated 
with the PNF because of the financial benefits it provided.  For most Italians a conglomeration of 
these factors shaped their interaction with the PNF.  What can also not be discounted is the fact that 
the PNF used intimidation and the threat of retribution to silence anti-Fascist political opposition in 
Queensland.  While many Italians may not have been supporters of the PNF they were disinclined 
to actively support anti-Fascist groups and instead adhered to those aspects of Fascism that best 
suited their situation.  This could simply mean avoiding politics and refusing to purchase 
newspapers or attend clubs classified by the PNF as anti-Fascist.  Thus it was a complex and 
multifaceted interaction between the activities of the PNF in the state, the context of Italian life in 
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Queensland and individual political belief held by Italians which contributed to the unique impact 
of Fascist politics in this part of Australia. 
Overall, this thesis aims to contribute to a better understanding of Fascism, the relationship 
of Italians to the totalitarian regime of the PNF, the history of the Fasci All’estero and the nature of 
immigrant transnational politics.  Importantly, through analysis of the impact of Fascism on the 
Queensland Italian population, this study is significant in adding to a more complex historical 
comprehension of Italian pre-1945 settlement in Queensland and the multifaceted political, 
economic and class distinctions that shaped the rich life of Italian communities in the state during 
this historical period.  
 
KEYWORDS 
italian diaspora, australia, queensland history, fascism, ethnic politics, transnationalism, 
catholicism.  
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1INTRODUCTION 
 
This thesis is a study of the impact of the Italian Fascist government’s activities upon the 
Queensland Italian population.  From 1922 until its demise during World War II (WWII) the Italian 
Fascist Party (PNF) attempted to disseminate its ideology amongst Italian emigrant communities 
abroad through the creation of overseas Fascist cells.  At its height Mussolini's Italian Fascist party 
not only dominated political life in Italy but also pursued a policy of ideological imperialism that 
aimed to mobilise and exploit millions of Italians who had immigrated across the world to foreign 
countries including Australia.1
In 1921 Mussolini had officially declared that he intended to promote Fascism abroad 
through Italian emigrant communities.2 The reasons for Mussolini’s aims were varied and related 
to forming a united Italian population throughout the world loyal to Italy, to use pro-Fascist Italians 
abroad to counter the activities of Italian anti-Fascists overseas and to spread propaganda promoting 
popular support for the Fascist regime, not only amongst Italians but also the general population in 
the country of settlement.3 It was further hoped that Italians abroad loyal to the Fascist regime 
could form voting blocs, where their numbers were sufficient, that were strong enough to ensure 
electoral candidates would have to take into account the wishes of the Italian government when 
running for office.4 Beyond these factors it was also apparent that Mussolini was aware that Italian 
colonies overseas could become an important source of wealth for the party if it could gain the 
support of Italian migrants.5 The uniqueness of Mussolini’s policies lay in the fact that they aimed 
to officially organise branches of his own party overseas.  Although earlier Italian governments had 
also attempted to maintain nationalistic feelings amongst Italians abroad, Mussolini instead 
envisioned Italian emigrants loyal to the PNF, with support for Fascism and patriotism towards Italy 
indistinguishable.6
1 G. Cresciani, "Italian Fascism in Australia 1922-45," in The Attractions of Fascism: Social Psychology and Aesthetics 
of the ‘Triumph of the Right’, ed. John Milful (New York: Berg, 1990), 307. 
2 G. Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945 (Canberra: Australian National University 
Press, 1980), 2; E. Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero.  The 'Foreign Policy' of the Fascist Party," in Fascism Outside 
Europe: The European Impulse against Domestic Conditions in the Diffusion of Global Fascism, ed. S. U. Larsen (New 
York: Columbia University Press, 2001), 97. 
3 Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero," 97. 
4 G. Salvemini, Italian Fascist Activities in the United States, ed. P. V. Cannistraro (New York: Center for Migration 
Studies, 1977), 8. 
5 D. Gabaccia, Italy’s Many Diasporas (London: UCL Press, 2000), 141. 
6 From as early as 1895 the Italian government had taken a great interest in the conditions of Italian emigrants and their 
relationship with Italy.  A parliamentary report in 1904 for example, urged the government to implement policies that 
2The first Fascist groups abroad, known as Fascio, had arisen spontaneously as Fascism in 
Italy became more prominent from 1920. There was originally no centralising Fascist organisation 
that co-ordinated the various associations forming in countries like Switzerland, France and the 
United States, and the actual goals of these early Fasci were rather vague.7 However, at the 
beginning of 1923 the Fascist party created the Fasci All’estero, under the control of Giuseppe 
Bastianini, which would direct the worldwide Fascist movement.8 Despite the organisation of the 
Fasci All’estero changing considerably between 1923 and 1932 its basic objective remained the 
same, this being to direct the Fasci abroad, who, working with the Italian consular representatives in 
their area, would distribute Fascist propaganda, control social and cultural organisations already 
operating within Italian populations, oppose anti-Fascist activities and encourage Italians abroad to 
celebrate the achievements of the Fascist party in renewing Italy’s glory.9
Between 1926 and 1932 Fasci were formed in Australia, with Queensland’s first Fasci 
appearing in Innisfail in 1929.10 These organisations would have a considerable impact on the 
Italian population throughout the country.  By the end of 1936 Fascist representatives in Australia 
had, with the assistance of Italian-Australian Fascist supporters, established a sophisticated network 
of business associations, social clubs and Italian schools within Australia that exerted a powerful 
influence over Italians residing in the country.  The Fascists arranged cultural outings, social 
occasions and Fascist based celebrations that sought to unite the country’s Italian population under 
the ideological guidance of the Italian Fascist party.  
 Within this wider context of Fascist activity in Australia, this thesis will focus specifically on 
the Queensland Italian population and the impact of Fascist politics regarding Italian communities 
abroad.  The study will focus on four key issues.  Firstly, the policies of the Fascist government 
concerning overseas Italian communities and how these were applied in Queensland.  Secondly, 
 
would ensure Italians abroad maintained their Italian identity and language.  In 1906 the Istituto Coloniale was founded 
with assistance from the Italian government.  It aimed to make studies and research in overseas Italian communities in 
order to represent the interests of Italian migrants and help maintain their bond with Italy.  These and other measures 
were related to Italian rights abroad and the maintenance of language and culture amongst second generation Italian 
migrants, not to the support of any particular government party.  See: R. F. Foerster, The Italian Emigration of Our 
Times (New York: Russell and Russell, 1919). 
7 L. De Caprariis, "'Fascism for Export'?  The Rise and Eclipse of the Fasci Italiani All'estero," Journal of 
Contemporary History 35, no. 2 (2000): 153. 
8 De Caprariis, "'Fascism for Export'?," 154. 
9 Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero," 97. 
10 List of secretarial appointments for Fasci Abroad in Foglio D’Ordini, 29 October 1929, National Australian Archives, 
Brisbane, Q25951 Part 1 Giuseppe Luciano No 1 File, 1928-1942.  
 
3focusing on the Fasci in Queensland, what type of Italians joined these organisations, what their 
motivations were for joining, what activities these Fasci carried out and how this impacted on the 
communities in which they were established.  Thirdly, how the social and economic context of areas 
of Italian settlement shaped the manner in which specific Italian communities understood and 
supported Fascism.  This issue will focus particularly on the way in which Fascism affected the 
character of Italian identity.  This can be seen through the promotion of Italian Fascist festivals and 
cultural events and the attempts by the Fascists to control existing Italian associations as a means of 
shaping the construction of Italian nationalism in Queensland.  Fascist propaganda in Queensland, 
for instance, specifically responded to Italian patriotic feeling unique to the population’s experiences 
in the state.  Finally, the thesis will assess the overall popularity and impact of Fascism in 
Queensland, the way in which it was understood and supported in a myriad of ways by Italians and 
how socio-economic differences between Italians affected the way in which they interacted with the 
Fascist party in the state.  Importantly, the thesis will question conceptions that attempt to place 
Italians either into Fascist or anti-Fascist political camps and instead demonstrates a more complex 
and intricate interaction of Italians with the PNF that invariably defied neat categorisation.  Through 
these distinct but interrelated areas of analysis it is possible to see that the actions of the PNF had a 
complex, multifaceted but ultimately substantial impact on the Queensland Italian population that 
was still felt beyond the collapse of the PNF government in Italy during World War II.   
This study does not concentrate solely on the policies and actions of the Fascists in 
Queensland, but examines the wider context of Italian life in the state from 1910 to 1945 in an 
attempt to understand how the social, political and economic developments within Italian 
communities shaped Fascism’s impact.  The presence of the PNF in Queensland during the inter-
war period was an important element within the Italian population, but it was not the only factor 
influencing community development.  The wider relationship of Italians to the British Australian 
population, for instance, or socio-economic factors relating to class divergence within Italian 
communities contributed to the varied reactions of the state’s Italians to the activities of the 
Fascists.  Thus, it is possible to see the complex relationship between Fascist politics and wider 
community activity that would impact considerably on Italian life during this time.  The response of 
the Italian population to the transnational politics of the PNF demonstrates that the reaction of 
Italian emigrants to Fascism was shaped not only by Italian foreign and domestic politics but by the 
political and social situations relevant to the lives of Italians in their new migrant communities.  The 
policy to encourage support for Fascism amongst overseas Italian communities and the means by 
which this was achieved stemmed from a state orientated political goal.  However, the reaction of 
specific Italian emigrant communities to the activities of the Fascist government was in turn shaped 
by the socio-economic context of Italian emigrant life in the host countries, as well as the actual 
4individuals who were involved with Fascist organisations and were in charge of disseminating 
Fascism to the wider Italian community in which they existed.  Thus the thesis is not solely a study 
of Fascism but instead illuminates the political, economic and social development of Queensland’s 
Italian communities for the period of 1910 to 1945.    
 This thesis is the first full-length study to focus specifically on the impact of Fascism on 
Italian settlement in Queensland before 1945.  Positioning the thesis within the existing literature 
concerning both the Fascist party of Italy, its policies concerning Italians abroad and the impact on 
the Queensland Italian population incorporates three specific issues.  The first involves the field of 
historical study concerning Queensland Italian settlement prior to World War II and the wider body 
of work focused on the overall history of Italian immigration to Australia.  The second relates to 
work on the history of the Fascist party and its government in Italy itself, whilst the third area 
incorporates studies on the activities of the Fasci All’estero and its impact on Italian communities 
outside of Australia.  In integrating these three areas of analysis the thesis contributes to a wider 
understanding of the PNF and its effect on Italian populations abroad.   
 In respect to the previous studies conducted on the history of Italian settlement in 
Queensland prior to 1945 this thesis endeavours to build on the work of historians such as Don 
Dignan, Ilma O'Brien, Diane Menghetti and William Douglass.  Their studies have provided a 
detailed understanding of Italian immigration and settlement in Queensland before World War II.  
Analysis by Dignan and Menghetti has focused on the progression of Italian immigration to the state 
from the 1860s through to 1945.  Dignan's work focuses not only on broader schemes to bring 
Italians to Queensland, such as the Fraire scheme of 1891, but also on individual Italians who 
worked in the state before this time.11 Menghetti follows a similar line of historical research and has 
done some extensive work studying Italian settlement in North Queensland.  More specifically, 
Menghetti has concentrated on the background of Italian migrants, charting the areas from Italy 
where migrants came from, where the differing groups of Italians predominantly settled in 
Queensland and the type of work they engaged in apart from sugar cane farming.12 
This detailed information on early Italian migration to Queensland, from sources such as 
Menghetti and O'Brien, provides the historiographical basis for the thesis.  These studies are helpful 
 
11 Dignan writes on a variety of individual Italians who came to Australia before 1891 including one Antonio Benvenuti 
who established himself as a violin teacher in Brisbane after arriving in 1871.  He later went on to form a popular violin 
group that preformed at official functions.  See: D. Dignan, "Italians: Historical Perspectives," in Multicultural 
Queensland 2001: 100 years, 100 Communities: A Century of Contributions, ed. M. Brandle (Brisbane: Queensland 
Government Press, 2004), 209. 
12 D. Menghetti, "Italians in Queensland," in The Australian People: An Encyclopedia of the Nation, its people and their 
origins, ed. James Jupp (Sydney: Angus and Robertson, 1988), 490-491. 
5in ascertaining the numbers of Italians that came to Queensland in the early part of the 20th century, 
the areas in which they settled, the work they engaged in and their relations with the Anglo-
Australian community.  Of significant importance in this regard is the work of William Douglass.  
The American academic's text, From Italy to Ingham, is the most detailed and significant 
monograph dealing with the Italian population in North Queensland.  Douglass's work on Italian 
immigration to Queensland, how it began and the rate of immigration to the north of the state 
between 1910 and 1945 is of specific significance to this thesis.13 Work such as Douglass’s and 
Dignan's has thoroughly investigated the broad historical progression of Italian immigration to 
Queensland and this is subsequently not a major theme of the thesis.  Instead, this previous work 
provides the historical basis, the facts and figures of Italian immigration for example, on which to 
build this thesis on Italian community interaction and the impact of Fascism.  
 As Italian immigration to Australia predominately took place after World War II, it is 
understandable that the majority of historical work related to Italian settlement has focused on the 
post-1945 period.  This greater body of historical analysis can, however, assist the thesis, with the 
particular insights and examinations of Italian community development following World War II 
informing the perspectives of this study.  As this thesis seeks to examine Italian community 
interaction and the development of Italian identity in Queensland, the formation of Italian 
associations and the participation of Italians in cultural festivals is a vital aspect of this analysis.  
Substantial work has been conducted by Adriana Nelli, Robert Pascoe and Ellie Vasta on Italian 
institutions and festivals in the post-1945 period and their theoretical direction enlightens this thesis.  
Italian clubs and cultural celebrations shaped the construction of Italian national identity in 
particular communities.  The nature of a specific Italian club, for example, the way in which its 
activities were shaped by Fascism and the reaction of the Italian community to this development can 
specifically demonstrate how the policies of the Fascist government affected Italian life in 
Queensland.   
 Adriana Nelli has used her detailed study of the Triestine clubs in Melbourne as a means of 
understanding the networks of interaction that exist between Italians in this city and how these have 
changed during the community's history in Australia.14 As she argues, the analysis of ethnic 
associations and organisations is a vital area of community study in providing an insight into the 
networks of interaction that link members of particular ethnic settlements.15 As these organisations 
 
13 W. Douglass, From Italy to Ingham: Italians in North Queensland (Brisbane: University of Queensland Press, 1995), 
11, 61, 96, 112, 113. 
14A. Nelli, "Triestine Clubs in Melbourne," in The Passeggiata of Exile: The Italian story in Australia, eds. Robert 
Pasco and Jarlath Ronyne (Melbourne: Victoria University of Technology, 1998), 107-127.   
15 Nelli, "Tristine Clubs in Melbourne," 107. 
6are established in response to the needs of migrant settlers, be it emotional, social or political, they 
in turn represent the cultural structures of the particular ethnic community that has established 
them.16 Robert Pascoe asserts that Italian communities in differing areas of Australia are held 
together socially by a network of clubs, societies, organisations and associations.17 He has also 
tracked specific post-World War II Italian clubs and their development as a means of understanding 
the changes that certain Italian communities have experienced through several decades of settlement 
in Australia.18 Gianfranco Cresciani has also written on the growth of Italian clubs in the 1950s and 
60s that he defines as an attempt to recreate an Italy that is left behind, obsolete and illusory.19 
Thus the study of these clubs provides an understanding of how Italians engage in their own 
community and perceive of their place within it and can therefore provide a theoretical direction for 
comprehending changes in the political attitudes of Italians in Queensland between 1910 and 1945.   
 Such analysis on the post-1945 Italian population is also crucial in the study of other 
elements concerning the celebration of Italian identity, such as festivals, that are a vital area of 
examination for this thesis.  Ellie Vasta and Robert Pascoe have written on the Italian Carnevale in 
Leichhardt that began in 1984, the Lygon Street Festa of Melbourne which was inaugurated in 1978 
and the Fremantle Blessing of the Fleet which takes place in Western Australia.20 Vasta has argued 
that these rituals are expressions of ethnicity adapted to the local cultures in which they take place.21 
They also help form social cohesion and the development of new cultural competences.22 Vasta's 
work is focused overwhelmingly on Italian settlements in Melbourne and Sydney and their 
community practices in a contemporary context.  Despite this, her theoretical analysis is important to 
the direction of this thesis in seeking to understand the meaning of festivals in Italian communities 
and why Italians may have associated themselves with Fascist events that celebrated Italian identity 
despite indifference to Mussolini's regime in Italy.  
 Within the study of Queensland Italian settlement prior to 1945 only Diane Menghetti has 
made any attempt to analyse how growing involvement in political action affected broader 
community practices in North Queensland before World War II.  In her book, The Red North, she 
 
16 Nelli, "Tristine Clubs in Melbourne," 108. 
17 R. Pascoe, Buongiorno Australia: Our Italian Heritage (Melbourne: Greenhouse Publications, 1987), 202. 
18 Pascoe, Buongiorno Australia, 202. 
19 Gianfranco Cresciani, The Italians (Sydney: ABC Enterprises, 1985), 139.  
20 Pascoe, Buongiorno Australia, 204.  
21 E. Vasta, "The Italo-Australian Community on the Pacific Rim," in Australia's Italians: Culture and Community in a 
Changing Society, eds. S. Castles, C. Alcorso, G. Rando and E.Vasta (Sydney: Allen and Unwin, 1992), 217-218.  
22 E. Vasta, "The Second Generation" in Australia's Italians: Culture and Community in a Changing Society, 167; E. 
Vasta, "Multiculturalism and Ethnic Identity: The Relationship between Racism and Resistance," The Australian and 
New Zealand Journal of Sociology 29, no. 2 (August 1993): 221.  
7cites incidents such as anti-Fascist groups attempting to take over the running of certain Italian clubs 
and the Communist party's organisation of beauty contests and dances as a means of expanding their 
support in the region.23 This thesis seeks to build on her work, not only by focusing on the impact of 
Fascism but also in expanding the study of this political action to other areas of Queensland.  In 
contrast to Menghetti, this thesis will utilise the theoretical direction provided in the studies of post-
1945 Italian clubs and festivals to comprehend the manner in which Fascist politics contributed to 
changing the nature of Italian community activities and what this reveals in concern to political 
developments in the Italian immigrant population.   
 Fascism shaped Italian cultural identity, with its promotion of Italian nationalism through 
festivals and celebrations organised by the PNF in Queensland crucial to its popular support 
amongst Italians.  Importantly, this form of patriotic Fascist support was in turn influenced by the 
attitudes of the Anglo-Australian population towards Italian settlement.  As Stuart Hall has argued in 
his work on the 'black community' in Britain, the dominant population's attitudes and actions shape 
the community practices of minority groups.24 Sociologist Robert Doyle has demonstrated in his 
contemporary work on the Kurdish community in Australia how Australian attitudes towards Middle 
Eastern groups have led Kurdish migrants to reconstitute their identity in Australia.  Although 
retaining a pride in their Kurdish identity, discrimination aimed at Middle Eastern groups including 
Kurds has led them to seek solidarity with Arab and Persian groups with whom they share a 
language and a similar regional background, thus reconceptualising themselves as 'Middle Eastern' 
as opposed to simply being 'Kurdish.’  This has been demonstrated through the sharing of festivals 
and ethnic clubs between Kurds, Persians and Arabs in a way that is unfeasible in the areas they 
have migrated from.25 As Gupta and Ferguson have argued, forms of identity and solidarity that are 
constituted through community are affected by a range of complex interrelated factors including the 
way in which the minority group is conceptualised and related to by the majority population with 
whom they interact.  Thus forms of community interaction are continuously in flux due to the socio-
cultural context in which they are constructed.26 The extent to which anti-Italian political action by 
Anglo-Australian Queenslanders shaped Italian political activities irrespective of Fascist influence 
 
23 D. Menghetti, The Red North. Studies in North Queensland History, No. 3 (Townsville: James Cook University 
Press, 1981), 79. 
24 S. Hall, "'New Ethnicities" in Stuart Hall: Critical Dialogues in Cultural Studies, eds. David Morley and Kuan-Hsing 
Chan (London and New York: Routledge, 1996), 441-442.  
25 R. Doyle, "Joys and Sorrows of outrageous fortune: On the challenges and perils of conducting community based 
research," in Sustainability and Social Research: Proceedings of the 1997 Conference of the Australian Association for 
Social Research, eds. F. Vanclay and L. Mesiti (Wagga Wagga: Charles Sturt University, 1997), 17. 
26 A. Gupta and J. Ferguson, "Beyond 'Culture': Space, Identity and the Politics of Difference," Cultural Anthropology 
7, no. 1 (February 1992): 9, 16.  
8and how Fascist leaders in Queensland were able to build their support through the promotion of 
Italian political goals in the state are therefore important questions for this thesis.  
 Within the scholarly literature on the immigration of Italians to North Queensland before 
1945 antagonism from the wider Anglo-Australian population is understood as a significant aspect 
of the Italian experience in the region.  This is argued to have been mainly contingent on the fact 
that by the 1920s the Italians in North Queensland threatened to dominate an occupation previously 
controlled by Anglo-Australians.  Stephanie Thomson, for example, argues that the concerns of 
unemployment in the region, mixed with the effects of United States’ immigration restrictions 
heightened anti-Italian feeling in Australia.27 James Jupp follows a similar argument, situating the 
tension arising in North Queensland between Italians and the Anglo-Australian population as a 
product of economic competition.28 
The antagonism that the Italian population faced from elements within the Queensland 
Anglo-Australian population has been thoroughly covered in work by a range of scholars including 
William Douglass, Don Dignan and Diane Menghetti.  It was also the subject of a Bachelor of Arts 
Honours thesis by M. A. Gurdon as early as 1970.29 This body of literature has predominantly 
analysed the perceptions and images of Italians perpetuated by elements of the Australian press, 
stereotypes of Italians held by Australians before 1945 and the actions of organisations opposed to 
the immigration of Southern Europeans to Queensland, such as the Returned Sailors and Soldiers 
Imperial League of Australia (RSSILA) and the British Preference League (BPL).  Though there is 
still some debate within this scholarly field concerning the sources of this prejudice, the main 
concern for this thesis is not why or how the Anglo-Australian community perceived of Italian 
immigrant settlers in Queensland, but instead how this perception affected Italian modes of 
community participation. 
 Only William Douglass has addressed in any great detail how Italians fought against 
organisations such as the British Preference League by forming political organisations of their 
own.30 This thesis will expand on his work by analysing the clash between Fascist and anti-Fascist 
supporters in North Queensland and the effect this had on the Italian campaign against the BPL.  
Certain actions taken by Italian clubs and newspapers can be understood as a reaction to the 
activities of groups such as the BPL and it is evident that the manner in which the Fascists 
 
27 S. Thomson, Australia Through Italian Eyes: A Study of Settlers Returning from Australia to Italy (Melbourne: 
Oxford University Press, 1980), 162. 
28 J. Jupp, Arrivals and Departures (Melbourne: Chershire-Landsdownie Press, 1966), 6.   
29 M. A. Gurdon, "Australian attitudes to Italy and Italians, 1922-1936: with special reference to Queensland."  
(Thesis(Honours) - University of Queensland, 1970. 
30 Douglass, From Italy to Ingham, 180-181. 
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political activity.  Understanding the interaction between the Italian minority and the Anglo-
Australian population before 1945 can contribute to a productive understanding of the PNF’s 
support in Queensland.  Some political issues that involved the Italian population originally had 
little to do with Fascist politics, but were instead shaped along Italian political lines as Fascist and 
anti-Fascist Italians became involved.  There is still a large gap in the academic literature dealing 
with the ideology's popularity and the degree to which this was due to domestic issues faced by 
Italians in specific areas of settlement in the state.  
 Given this extensive field of Italian studies concerning pre and post World War II Italian 
settlement in Australia, it is perhaps somewhat surprising that the activities of the Italian Fascist 
party in Queensland and the impact on the Italian population have been given little attention.  There 
are numerous monographs of varying detail that focus on the history of Italian settlement in 
Queensland.  Italian immigrants and their offspring have written autobiographies and biographies 
dealing with the experience of being an Italian in Queensland before World War II.31 Work has been 
done on Italian political involvement in Communist and anti-Fascist parties in Queensland before 
1945.  However, historical analysis focusing on Italian life in Queensland at a community level 
before World War II and the impact of Fascist politics is not an area that has been given significant 
attention within this body of literature.  In contrast to the work by the abovementioned academic 
scholars, a considerable number of studies within the field of Italian immigration to Queensland lack 
academic rigour and instead present a banal, shared version of the 'story' of Italian immigration to 
Queensland that suggest that despite the prejudice of Anglo-Australians, the Italians worked harder 
than anyone else and thus achieved their comfortable present.  Nino Randazzo, for example, asserts,  
 
the principle of having your cake and eating it is a basic element in the 
immigration policies of Anglo-Saxon countries.  In Queensland the battle was 
won neither by prejudices of the unionists nor the greed of planters.  What in fact 
happened was that the Italians worked harder and better than the local settlers and 
finished up by owning the most productive cane fields, thus rescuing and 
developing for themselves and for the country a vital industry.32 
The endurance of difficult conditions in order to build Italian success is also the central focus of Tito 
Cecilia’s and Pino Bosi's work.  Cecilia, in a similar manner to Randazzo, writes for instance, ‘but 
 
31 See for example: O. Bonutto, A Migrant's Story (Brisbane: H. Pole and Co, 1963); P. Dalseno, Sugar, Tears and 
Eyeties (Brisbane: Boolarong Publications, 1994); V. Watkins, Pukunja: A Place Far Away (Sydney: Vwatkins, 1999); 
Prosperine Italian Research Committee, A Heart in Two Places: Un Cuore Diviso: Italian Settlement in Prosperine 
1908-1988 (Proserpine: Proserpine Italian Research Committee, 1998). 
32 M. Cigler and N. Randazzo, The Italians in Australia (Blackburn: Stanley Thornes and Hulton, 1987), 28-29.    
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through the tenacity and the will to succeed the Italians did not let slip the good prospects that the 
sugar cane industry offered.  So with hard work, long monotonous hours, at times, even excessively 
so, with saving frugality…they commenced the climb to economic equality.’33 These historical 
studies of Italian settlement in Queensland focus overwhelmingly on North Queensland, Italians' 
work in the sugar industry and the way in which Italians achieved their success despite the 
victimisation by the Anglo-Australian community that culminated in the internment of Italians in 
Australia during World War II. 
 Problematically, these studies do not critically address the notion of 'community' itself but 
instead apply the term as a designator of Italians residing in Australia as though it has a natural, 
uncontested meaning.34 The use of the term the 'Italian community', as it is presented in these 
studies, makes the assumption that Italians were united through their nationality and that common 
ethnicity formed the basis of shared values and identification.35 The concern with this application of 
'community' as a designator of Italian migrants residing in Australia before 1945 is that these studies 
have not tested the validity of their assumption.  Queensland Italians, for example, wrote letters to 
Australian military authorities during World War II informing on the activities of other Italians and 
recommending their internment.  Even before this period Italian Fascist supporters in North 
Queensland attempted to use the Queensland police force against anti-Fascist Italians in their 
community by supplying the police with information of suspicious behaviour they claimed their 
opponents had been involved in.  These two cases demonstrate that the notion of 'community', as it 
applies to the history of Italians residing in Queensland, warrants further investigation.    
 Richard Bosworth, a distinguished Italian history specialist and author of several works on 
Italo-Australian history, describes this element of historical work within the scholarly field of Italian 
immigration to Australia as ‘overwhelmingly manipulative and present centred.  It is little more than 
propaganda.’36 In relation to Fascism and the Queensland Italian population, whilst these studies 
invariably do not ignore Fascism altogether, the presence of Fascist associations and Italian support 
for the PNF in Queensland are either noted without further elaboration or dismissed as unimportant.  
In what was the first considerable study of Italian settlement in Queensland prior to World War II 
written by W. D. Borrie in 1954, the Fascist presence was classed as insignificant, affecting only a 
 
33 Tito Cecilia, We didn’t arrive yesterday (Victoria: Sunnyland Press, 1987), 318. 
34 Ruth Liepins, "New Energies for an old idea in reworking approaches to 'community' in contemporary rural studies," 
Journal of Rural Studies 16 (2000): 24. 
35 M. C. Sengstock, "Sociological Work in Communities," in The Handbook of Clinical Sociology, 2nd ed, eds. H. W. 
Reback and J. G. Bruhn (New York: Kluver Academic and Plenum Publishers, 2001), 153. 
36 R. Bosworth, "Australia."  Italians Elsewhere Portal. <http://Italiani.clifo.unibo.it/oceaniaEng/Oceania 
Resources.htm>.  Downloaded on 19 May 2005.  Original article in Altreitalie, no. 4 (November 1990): 24-42. 
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small minority of Italians in North Queensland.37 Subsequent work by Robert Pascoe, Ross 
Fitzgerald, Pino Bosi and Nino Randazzo, whilst not as dismissive as Borrie, give only brief 
attention to the work of the PNF in Queensland, the few lines spared on this subject demonstrating it 
as an element of little importance.38 The strength of the anti-Fascists in North Queensland are 
instead always given prominence, the evident force of the Communist and anti-Fascist Italian 
organisations in Ingham apparently representing Italian political belief in Queensland as a whole.  
 It can be argued that the lack of attention to Fascism relates to the aforementioned narrative 
of success that has been developed through a considerable body of literature concentrating on the 
history of Italian settlement in Queensland prior to World War II.  The presence of Fascism and the 
fact that it was supported in some areas of Italian settlement disturbs this narrative, the connotations 
of Fascism and the way in which the ideology is perceived today ensuring that such troubling 
elements of Queensland Italian history are not elaborated upon.  Italian Fascism and the rule of 
Mussolini, as Alexander Stille argues, is ‘re-evaluated by each passing generation, often in service 
to the political needs of the present.’39 Stille may have been addressing the interpretations of Fascist 
history and their cooption by political groups within Italy, but the same basic concept can be 
identified in the writings on Italian settlement in Queensland.  Indeed, Richard Bosworth observes 
acutely in his criticism of work in the Italian-Australian historical field, ‘Fascism is one word not to 
be mentioned.’40 Instead, the notion that Italians were overwhelmingly anti-Fascist plays neatly into 
the constructed historical narrative and whilst it is not untrue that anti-Fascism was a strong force in 
Queensland it is amiss to ignore the presence of the PNF in the state at the same time.  Through the 
study of Fascism and the Queensland Italian population it is possible to provide a more 
comprehensive study of Italian pre-World War II history that addresses all those elements that 
shaped community interaction, not only those that are more comfortable in the contemporary 
context.    
 Indeed, only a few Australian scholars, most notably Gianfranco Cresciani, have produced 
any detailed study of Fascism and its impact on the Italian population of Australia before World War 
II.  Cresciani's 1980 publication, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia 1922-1945 
concerns the activities of the Fascist government within Australia.  It is the most thoroughly 
 
37 W. D. Borrie, Italians and Germans in Australia: A Study of Assimilation (Melbourne: F. W. Chesire, 1954), 122. 
38 See: P. Bosi, Blood, Sweat and Guts (Melbourne: Pino Bosi, 1970), 61; M. Cigler and N. Randazzo, The Italians in 
Australia, 115, 17; R. Fitzgerald, From 1915 to the Early 1980s: A History of Queensland (Brisbane: University of 
Queensland Press, 1984), 111; R. Pascoe, Buongiorno Australia, 117. 
39 Alexander Stille quoted in Robert A. Ventresca, "Mussolini's Ghost: Italy's Duce in History and Memory," History 
and Memory 18 (2006): 88. 
40 Bosworth, "Australia." Italians Elsewhere Portal.
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researched and influential within the existing literature.  His work tracks the establishment of 
Fascism in Australia, its popularity amongst the general body of Italian migrants and the Italian 
individuals who were instrumental in promoting Fascism or fighting against it within Australia.  
Cresciani contends that the popularity of Fascism amongst Italian migrants residing in Australia 
should be understood through its appeal as a force that reawakened Italian nationalism.41 Fascism 
appeared to present a new determination to defend the economic and political rights of Italian 
migrants and counter threats to their religion, language and traditions.  Thus, for the average Italian 
in Australia who was a socially and linguistically isolated target of Anglo-Australian discrimination 
and abuse, Fascism had a strong appeal.42 In respect to better educated Italians who were at the 
forefront of Fascism's push into Australia, Cresciani writes that it is difficult to understand what 
main factors motivated their support.43 However, in further work published in 1990 he expands on 
this issue, arguing that those within the higher echelons of the Italian migrant population, to a large 
extent, supported Fascism out of convenience.  Support for this political ideology allowed these 
migrants to either secure important business networks or maintain and build positions of power in 
their Italian community.44 
Apart from Cresciani, Desmond O’Connor, Diane Menghetti and Laura Palombo have also 
conducted research on Italian Fascism in Australia.  O’Connor’s work specifically relates to Italians 
in South Australia, with one chapter in his comprehensive study on Italian settlement in South 
Australia between 1839 and 1945 focused on the impact of Fascist policies.45 Palombo’s study 
concerns the Fasci Femminili, the female Fascist associations, and their role in Australia in the pre-
1945 period.46 Her research involves the areas of Italian settlement in Sydney and Melbourne where 
Fasci Femminili were established.  Queensland is not included within this scope as no female 
Fascist organisation was ever instituted in this state.  Despite this, both Palombo and O’Connor’s 
work provides a more expansive context to comprehend the effect of PNF policy in regards to 
Queensland Italians.  The most important work on Italian political involvement in Queensland 
 
41 Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 9.  
42Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 151.  
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45 See: D. O’Connor, "Outsiders No More: The Establishment of the Italian Community in Port Pirie, South Australia," 
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Koivukangas and C. Westin (Turku: Institute of Migration, 1998); D. O’Connor, No Need to be Afraid: Italian Settlers 
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comes from Diane Menghetti.  Her book, The Red North, focuses on anti-Fascist and Communist 
politics in North Queensland before 1945 with a detailed account of Italian involvement in these 
groups.  Menghetti presents a North Queensland in this historical period that is highly politicised.  
Although Menghetti does admit that Fascism had the support of a majority of Italians in North 
Queensland, she argues that anti-Fascism was a strong and united movement that was better 
organised and united in the northern region of the state than anywhere else in Australia.47 
Cresciani and Menghetti's work is crucial in analysing the impact of Fascist, anti-Fascist and 
Communist politics on the Italian community in Queensland.  Despite this, the academic field lacks 
a specific study of Fascism's impact on Italians residing in Queensland before 1945.  Cresciani's 
analysis is focused predominantly on Italians residing in Sydney and Melbourne before World War 
II whilst Menghetti is interested in the activities of anti-Fascist and Communist groups in North 
Queensland alone.  Importantly, this study takes a particularly different theoretical approach to 
Cresciani in analysing the impact Fascist politics had on Italian communities in Queensland.   
The central basis of Cresciani's theoretical perspective is the distinction he makes between 
average Italian migrants residing in Australia and better-educated Italians who held higher positions 
within their community.  In his work these two social groups are so distinctive that their support for 
Fascism can only be studied and theorised on in isolation from each other.  This thesis would argue, 
however, that it is incorrect to make these distinctions as this assumes that Italians only interacted 
with those of the same social status.  Instead, following a perspective directed by sociology scholars 
such as Ruth Liepins and Vince Marotta, this study would assert that the support by both groups for 
Fascism is much more closely interrelated.  Despite the importance of a range of factors in 
influencing Fascist support amongst Queensland Italians, addressing this particular aspect of 
Cresciani’s work is crucial in developing further analysis of the Fascist movement and its impact on 
Queensland Italians.  This acknowledgment of the diversity of people who may have had an 
attachment to a certain construction of the Italian community, yet were economically and socially 
unequally related to each other, builds a more complex notion of community practices among 
Italians in Queensland.48 The practice of 'community' for Italian migrants involved both the formal 
and informal processes of economic, political and social life through which they interacted.49 The 
distinctions between different groups of Italians that Cresciani identifies are important but it is 
problematic in the understanding of Fascism and its impact to use this as a basis to address the 
PNF’s influence and appeal on each group separately.  No one section in a community is self-
contained.  Instead, the way in which the interaction of different groups within a community is 
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shaped by social, economic and political conditions is contingent on the pre-existing relationships 
that already exist between them.50 
This thesis is also informed by various works within the field of Italian Fascist studies that 
are specifically concerned with the PNF’s rule in Italy.  The work of scholars such as Lyttelton, 
Koon, Morgan, Tannebaum, De Grazia and Payne is essential for understanding the history and 
nature of the PNF.51 Through their numerous historical studies it is possible to assess the overall 
goals of the PNF, the policy shifts throughout its time in power and the way in which the Fascist 
government attempted to shape Italian social life through organisations such as the Dopolavoro and 
Opera Nazionale Balilla. Such social policies were also targeted towards Queensland’s Italian 
population and it is from the work of Lyttelton and De Grazia, for example, that one can understand 
not only the actual aims of such organisations, but also how the context of Italian life in the state 
shaped these associations in a way that differed from Italy.  Important work on the actual history 
and goals of the Fasci All’estero by Luca De Caprariis and Emilio Gentile also enlighten this 
thesis.52 It is of crucial importance to note that Fascism in Queensland was never entirely shaped by 
Italian life in the state, but that policy changes and events affecting the PNF in Italy had 
consequences for the activities of the Fascists in Queensland and their impact on Italian 
communities.  Without reference to the studies of Fascism in Italy, this thesis would instead lack the 
necessary context to understand the overall direction of Fascist policy in Queensland from 1922 to 
1940.   
In relation to the theoretical direction of the thesis, the work of Richard Bosworth and Paul 
Corner on the nature of Fascist rule in Italy is particularly crucial.  Cresciani’s study of Fascism in 
Australia utilised the theories of Renzo De Felice, specifically the division De Felice makes 
between Fascism as a movement and Fascism as a regime.  In this sense De Felice defines the 
concept of the Fascist movement as a revolutionary impulse and those that supported this element 
of Fascism as wanting a second wave of revolution after the PNF came to power in 1922.  The 
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Fascist regime, however, came instead to be governed predominately by those who wanted a 
normalisation of the ruling system and were prepared to compromise with the old ruling class and 
the Catholic Church in order to cement the PNF’s rule in Italy.53 Cresciani’s work sought to apply 
this theoretical perspective in understanding the conflict between extreme and moderate supporters 
of Fascism in Australia and the way this shaped the nature of Fasci activities.  This thesis instead 
takes a particularly different theoretical viewpoint, using more recent studies to argue that the 
nature of Fascist support was considerably more complex than that considered by Cresciani through 
the theories of De Felice.  As Sergio Luzzato has argued, ‘De Felice’s interpretation ended up being 
pretty threadbare from use in the sphere of political culture:  the distinction between extremist and 
moderate intellectuals often proved to be useless in reconstructing the ideological map of the 
dictatorship.’54 It can be seen that individual members of the Fascist party in Australia and Italy 
were motivated by a range of interrelated factors.  Actual faith in the Fascist party was often 
combined with more personal incentives such as social and financial rewards brought about by 
association with Fascist officials, a fact that defies neat categorisation between hardline and 
opportunistic Fascists.  Fascist support was always, as Corner argues, ‘a heady cocktail of interest 
and ideology.’55 Felice’s work on the middle classes and their specific relationship with Fascism in 
Italy can help to inform socio-economic questions in this thesis concerning how separate groups 
related to the Fascists in Queensland differently, but this study seeks to go beyond his theoretical 
direction to develop a more complex understanding of Fascism in Queensland than the previous 
analysis by Cresciani.56 
Instead, work by Corner and Bosworth on the manner in which Italians shaped their lives 
within the context of the PNF’s rule is of critical importance to this thesis.  Examining, as in 
Bosworth’s words, ‘the temporary and shifting nature of the boundaries between politics and 
everyday life’ advances our understanding in relation to how Italians constructed Fascism on their 
own terms.57 Although the context of Italian life and the forms of PNF control over the Italian 
population obviously differed considerably between Queensland and Italy, the theoretical 
understanding remains valid.  The Italians in Queensland were never completely controlled by the 
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PNF, nor did the majority vehemently support the regime, but instead related to its politics in 
respect to their own lives in Queensland.  The idea of access, as put forward by Corner is important 
here.58 The benefits provided by Fascism to differing classes of Italians, protection of workers’ 
rights, business opportunities and better chances of successfully having relatives’ immigration 
applications approved, induced many Italians in Queensland to compromise with the new regime.  
This in turn was self-perpetuating; as Fascism’s power in Queensland grew so too did its ability to 
conduct surveillance within Italian communities, to provide strict penalties for anti-Fascists and to 
reward those who aligned themselves with the party.  Consensus, as a concept, is difficult to 
quantify and it is arguable that there never was a consensus for Fascism.  Instead, what is important 
is shifting power relationships within Italian communities.59 Corner argues that one cannot deny 
‘the lay religion of Fascism’ was a kind of faith for some dedicated followers of the Fascist regime 
but it is also true that within the Italian population there were a wide variety of reasons why people 
supported Fascism, including ‘material gain, social status, a conservative defence of what was 
thought to be law and order, or for real, if misguided, ideas related to national resurgence.’60 Based 
on this argument this thesis takes a contrary view to Cresciani’s that ‘Fascist propaganda held the 
Italian migrant under a spell,’ instead asserting that Italians took an active role in defining their 
interaction with the PNF in Queensland.61 
In utilising the work of Bosworth and Corner this thesis departs from that school of Fascist 
theory which argues that the core of Fascist support should be understood in its construction as a 
civic religion.  This particular theoretical direction has been headed by the work of Emilio Gentile62 
and centres on the argument that,  
 
the essence of Fascist culture is to be found in the liturgical spectacle of its 
politics.  By staging public rituals, the Fascist regime hoped to replace religion 
and family, which are the ventricles feeding the Italian heart, with a Fascist self 
defined as the mixture of the public and private within the community.63 
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Richard Bosworth has been one of the more prominent critics of the ‘Gentile School’ theory of 
Fascism as a civic religion, arguing that Gentile’s and his supporters’ work places too much 
emphasis on the aesthetic features of Fascism without looking at the reality of Fascist politics in 
Italy.  Bosworth writes, ‘how, after all, do we move from the surface of Fascism, which often 
glittered and may well have been fascinating, to the response of the mass of Italians to the various 
policies of their dictatorship?’64 Gentile’s argument is important in analysing the various Fascist 
rituals engaged in by Queensland Italians in order to understand the apparent goals of such 
functions.  However, his theory that these events constituted a secular religious movement which 
bound those involved to the Fascist regime exaggerates the significance of Fascist rituals and 
commemorations held by the Queensland Fasci.  The true meaning of these Fascist activities is 
questionable.  To take too seriously the concept of a ‘political religion’ can hamper understanding 
of the problematic contradictions affecting the actions of Fasci members.65 Although fanatical 
supporters of Fascism undoubtedly constituted some of the members of the Fasci and positive 
feeling towards Fascism was an important factor in why Italians chose to join the Fascist party, 
Fasci membership, overall, as argued by Bosworth and Corner, was marked by a level of cynical 
self-interest.66 
This thesis also situates its argument in a comparative sense with previous studies conducted 
on the impact of Fascism within other Italian communities abroad.  Salvemini, Cannistraro, Cassels 
and Diggins have conducted important work on the PNF and the American Italian population, 
whilst in addition, Baldoli’s analysis of the PNF and the Italian community in Britain has further 
informed this study.  Arnd Schneider and Ronald C. Newton’s studies of South American Italian 
communities and the impact of Fascism have also proved helpful.67 In a purely comparative sense, 
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such studies demonstrate how differing population sizes, immigration history, diversity of labour 
and socio-economic elements shaped the separate ways in which Italian communities across the 
world reacted to the policies of the PNF.  Such understanding places this particular study of the 
Queensland Italian population within the broader context of the PNF’s work in regards to Italian 
immigrant populations abroad.  From a theoretical viewpoint, Cannistraro’s studies of American 
Italian communities and their interaction with the PNF have pointed to productive methodological 
directions that have previously been lacking in the Australian field of study.  His work on why 
Italians of higher socio-economic standing joined the Fasci, for instance, and the effect this had on 
the wider Italian community is particularly important and has informed the understanding of the 
relationship between wealthier Italians and the PNF in Queensland analysed in this thesis.68 
Overall then, this thesis not only draws on Australian scholarship but incorporates wider 
studies concerning the PNF and its impact in Italy.  It also utilises work focused on Fascist policy 
and its effect within other Italian communities abroad outside of Australia.  This thesis is the first 
work conducted on Fascism in Australia that utilises these wider historiographies, providing this 
study with a theoretical understanding, comprehensiveness and appropriate historical context to 
analyse the complex relationship between the PNF and the Queensland Italian population in a 
manner that is sufficiently extensive.  
 Looking at the methodology, for the purpose of the thesis, the areas of Brisbane and North 
Queensland will constitute the specific geographical focus for the analysis of the Queensland Italian 
population.  This choice is based on several factors.  North Queensland was the main area of Italian 
settlement, not only in Queensland, but in the whole of Australia before World War II.  By 1933, 
thirty per cent of the entire population of Italian born residing in Australia lived in Queensland and 
eighty-eight per cent of these migrants resided in North Queensland.  The proliferation of Italian 
clubs, social events and political activities in this northern region makes it a central focus for this 
study.  Brisbane, in contrast, contained only ten per cent of the population of Italian born in 
Queensland at the time of the 1933 census.69 Despite this, the Brisbane Italian community was 
engaged in a range of community activities.  An Italian Fascist association was established in 
Brisbane during the 1930s and the Italian community of the area participated in an array of Italian 
 
Activities in the United States; A. Schneider, Futures Lost: Nostalgia and Identity among Italian Immigrants in 
Argentina (Oxford: Peter Lang, 2000). 
68 See: P. V. Cannistraro, "The Duce and the Prominenti: Fascism and the Crises of Italian American Leadership," 
Altreitalie 31 (2005). 
69 W. D. Borrie, Italians and Germans in Australia, 51, 62.  
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celebrations organised by this Fascio.70 Given this, the study of community interaction and 
participation in both Brisbane and North Queensland Italian settlements can provide insight into 
how factors such as population numbers, economic position, length of time settled in a certain area 
and the background of migrants affected community activities.  Focusing on these two main areas of 
Italian settlement in Queensland also provides a direct focus for the thesis on which to analyse the 
community life of Italians in the state before 1945.  It is for this reason that the thesis will 
incorporate evidence from Brisbane and North Queensland as a means of studying Italians in 
Queensland in the pre-World War II period. 
 As this thesis engages in the analysis of specific areas of Italian settlement in Queensland the 
theoretical understanding of the term ‘community’ is therefore crucial to the study’s methodology.  
Richard Bosworth has argued that the term 'Italian community' is unhelpfully homogenising and a 
means of reducing complex issues within Italian settlements to generalisations based on broad 
themes.71 It is instead argued that Italian communities were made up of people from differing parts 
of Italy ranging over a variety of economic and social classes, thus allowing for a more detailed 
study of Italian settlement in Queensland.  As Roslyn Pesman argues, ‘such observations render the 
task of the historian more difficult because she or he must descend to the micro level of paese 
(Italian village life), a level that subverts easy and neat generalisations.’72 In a similar manner Vince 
Marotta has asserted that understanding the ethnic experience can be difficult.  By studying the 
individual it is then problematic to ascertain how you go from this perspective to comprehending the 
historical experience of the group as a whole.  This raises questions as to what can be judged, for 
example, as the universal history of Italian settlement in Queensland.73 Regardless of these 
problems, engaging in this study through a community based perspective is crucial in building an 
historical account of Italian settlement that does not assume a 'unified Italian experience' or an 
Italian community that is a united and fixed entity.  For the purpose of this particular thesis, 
'community' is understood as a social phenomenon that unifies people in their ability to interact 
together even while being located in many social positions and which contains a variety of 
contrasting identities.  Using this as the basis to engage in a historical community study allows the 
thesis to acknowledge the diversity that existed within the Italian population in Queensland before 
 
70 W. Douglass, "Images and Adages in Anglo-Australian perceptions of Italians in Queensland," in War, Internment 
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71 Ruth Liepins, "New Energies for an Old Idea," 28; Bosworth, "Australia." Italians Elsewhere Portal.
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World War II and to develop a more sophisticated approach to understanding the lived patterns of 
practical life and political struggle that took place within particular areas of Italian settlement.74 
This conception provides the theoretical perspective through which to study the role of 
Fascism concerning its goals, its ideology and how it went about achieving its aims.  Furthermore, 
the study of community networks and how this both impacted on and was affected by Fascism 
provides an important awareness of the manner in which world events occurring in the 1920s and 
1930s impacted on people at an individual level.  As Bill Gammage argues, the writing of 
community history is important in what it offers to the wider historical story in which it is located.  
Its purpose lies in being able to relate the story of a community to the history of the regional, 
national and international events that impacted on the community's development.75 Comprehending 
that Italians were shaped in their reaction to Fascism by their place in their community, their own 
personal experiences and the feelings of other Italians who they interacted with is crucial in building 
a theoretical perception of the relationship of Italians in Queensland to Fascism that goes beyond 
generalisations.  
 Utilising this perceptive is crucial to the study of Italian communities in Queensland.  
Through studies such as Douglass's it is possible to gain a very detailed understanding of the broad 
historical development of Italian settlement in North Queensland.  A community-based study can 
add to this literature through a more comprehensive perspective concerning how individual Italians 
were affected by the events that shaped the direction of Italian settlement in the state.  A better 
perception of how relations of power shaped Italian support for Fascism, for example, can be 
achieved through a particular focus on individuals who were behind the establishment of Fasci in 
Queensland as well as the motivations of those who joined these associations.  As Kay Saunders 
demonstrates in her work on recollections of the end of World War II by people who experienced it, 
one individual's account can provide insight beyond generalisations and demonstrate new 
interpretations of how an event may have affected certain people in different ways.76 
The study of Italian community practices and the effect of Fascism is complicated by the fact 
that not only is it based upon a theoretical perspective concerning the study of community, but also 
crosses into the field of transnational and diasporic studies.  Italian migrants who resided in 
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Queensland were shaped by events both occurring in Australia and in Italy and in this way were 
engaged in a transnational experience.  Italians received visits from Italian dignitaries in 
Queensland, they were informed about events taking place in Italy, they celebrated Italy's military 
victories, they listened to Italian news on the radio and they consumed Italian ethnic media printed 
in Australia.  Domestic factors such as racism, financial pressures and community relations shaped 
how they identified with these international events.  Thus the extent of their support for Fascism was 
in turn constructed by their relationship to Italy as well as their experiences of settlement in 
Queensland.   
 Diasporic and transnational theoretical perspectives contribute to the thesis methodology in 
comprehending how the development of the Italian population in Queensland can be understood 
through the interaction between both international and domestic events.  As Stephen Castles argues, 
the construction of ethnic identity is never self contained, but instead depends upon constant 
interaction with the state and various institutions and groups in the country of immigration as well as 
the migrants' continuing relationship with their country of birth.77 The economic status of 
immigrants, the existence of conflict within or between ethnic groups or between ethnic groups and 
the wider community and levels of geographic concentration of migrant settlement are also crucial 
elements in the progression of immigrant communities in their new country.78 
Migrant identity is further influenced by the nostalgic image of the former homeland.  
Studies by scholars such as Delanty, Gray, Ferguson and Gupta have shown that the difficulties 
caused by migration involving cultural and geographical dislocation and resettlement in a country 
where the native population may be unwelcoming encourages a powerful sense of nostalgia.79 This 
enhanced pride in the former country’s culture and history can provide a strong source of self-
respect and identity within migrant groups.  However, concurrently, this can engender a more 
defensive nationalism within migrant communities that differs from the country of origin.  
Comprehending this is critical to the thesis in understanding why many Italians in Queensland 
responded positively to Fascist propaganda that powerfully reinforced a nostalgic Italian 
nationalism.   
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Thus transnational studies are critical in understanding the varying factors which shaped 
Italian identity in Queensland before World War II.  As Daphene Phillips asserts,  
 
rather than simply exchanging their original culture for that of the host society, 
migrants may actually begin with a culture slightly different from that of the 
majority of their compatriots; may hesitate between competing versions of the 
host culture; and may find that their life situation leads them into developing a 
new culture, different alike that of their origin, that of their hosts and that to which 
they aspire.80 
Transnational experiences shape the direction of immigrant groups, producing new streams of 
consciousness that construct hybrid identities that are different not only from other groups within 
their new country but also from the community of their former residence.81 
In analysis of the sources which inform this historical study, the thesis is mainly sourced 
from primary documents including contemporary newspapers and archival reports on the Italian 
population and certain Italian individuals compiled by the Australian government and other official 
bodies.  There is an extensive body of pre-World War II newspapers from Queensland that provide 
information on a vast range of Italian activities in the state including the establishment of Italian 
clubs, the festivals Italians celebrated and the financial arrangements they engaged in.  Concerning 
North Queensland, these include the Cairns Post, the North Queensland Herald, the North 
Queensland Register and the Herbert River Express. For the study of Brisbane's Italian population, 
the Brisbane Courier and the Queensland Times are important newspapers from the time period in 
question and are able to provide information concerning the activities of the city's Italians.  
Furthermore, alongside the Australian newspapers, such as Smith's Weekly and Truth that were 
vehemently anti-Italian, these more balanced media sources can illuminate how the Italians were 
perceived by differing sections of the Anglo-Australian population, how this changed over time and 
how this affected interaction between Italians and the wider community.   
 As a major resource, archival sources are able to provide a wealth of information on Italian 
individuals.  Queensland Italian internment files contain not only information on why they were 
interned but detailed histories of the Italians concerned.  These files can contain personal letters, 
diaries, photographs, documents concerning previous court appearances and activities within their 
community, information on how these people were involved with other Italians and Anglo-
Australians both financially and socially, what labour they were engaged in during their settlement 
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in Queensland as well as recording personal interviews with these individuals.  This information can 
be used to understand individual Italians' relations to Fascist politics and the motivations behind this 
involvement.  These archival sources provide detailed information on the type of social activities 
Italians engaged in and the way in which these occasions became increasingly politicised after 1922.  
The transcripts of Italian appeals against internment are also critical in comprehending how Italians 
themselves perceived Fascism and its role in Italian festivals, clubs and other forms of community 
interaction.  Furthermore, these files reveal the power struggles that took place within communities 
and how this led to various instances of Italians informing on each other in order to protect their own 
positions.  A number of translated official documents from Italy are also available in the archives 
and provide detailed insight into the Italian government's policies on spreading Fascism within 
Australia and the means by which they attempted to fulfill this policy.  Files focusing on Italians and 
Fascism demonstrate how this Fascist policy was implemented as festivals and clubs were either 
established or taken over by Fascists or anti-Fascists in Queensland after 1922, how this changed the 
nature of these community events as well as the reaction of Italians to this.  The body of archival 
information, alongside newspaper sources, provides an intricately detailed picture of Italian life in 
Queensland and how Italians related to each other, to the wider community and to events taking 
place both domestically and internationally.  Importantly for the purpose of this thesis, the focus will 
not simply be on Italians of note but also on those who were engaged in their community at a lower 
social level.  Many of these archival files had not been opened prior to this study and thus provide 
new insight into Italian communities in Queensland that has previously been unutilised.   
 Italian newspapers are also a crucial source for the thesis.  The Italo-Australian, an Italian 
language newspaper published in Australia, provides essential information on Queensland Italian 
life from 1923 to 1933.  The Italian newspaper Il Giornale Italiano, which includes stories on Italian 
events in Queensland such as the opening of new Italian clubs, community occasions taking place 
and the visits of Italian dignitaries to the state, is then the main source for the years between 1932 
and 1940.  Both newspapers were supportive of Fascism and contain a large number of politically 
motivated articles attempting to direct the political life of Italians in Queensland and encourage 
support for the Fascist regime in Italy.  Such primary sources thus demonstrate not only the 
activities of the Fascists in Queensland but also the language, rhetoric and forms of Italian 
nationalism promoted through the Fascist propaganda directed at Queensland Italians.  Also to be 
noted for the purpose of the thesis is the fact that these newspapers featured articles written in both 
Italian and English.  In this study all Italian language articles have been translated into English and 
those pieces that were originally written in English have been specifically indicated in the 
accompanying footnote.   
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Overall, this thesis is largely based on an interlinking of community history, diasporic and 
transnational perspectives.  This provides a basis for comprehending a wealth of information that is 
contained in the primary sources.  Using this methodology the thesis will demonstrate how Italian 
community practices involving clubs, festivals, newspapers and other modes of interaction in 
Queensland were shaped by Fascist politics after 1922 and how this in turn expresses the substantial 
impact Fascism had on the Queensland Italian population before 1945.    
 In respect to the thesis chapters, chapter one analyses the historical development of Italian 
settlement in Queensland up to 1922, with a specific focus on forms of Italian nationalism in 
Queensland that developed as a response to World War I.  The nature of Italian communities in the 
state before 1922 must be addressed, in order to provide a more thorough understanding of the 
impact of Fascism.  This historical context has been a crucial area of Italian Fascist studies as 
historians have sought to understand those elements in Italy’s historical progression from unification 
in 1861 that contributed to the advent of Fascism.82 In the same manner this is an essential aspect of 
the study of Fascism in Queensland.  Each Italian community studied within this thesis had a 
differing reaction to the activities of the Fasci All’estero. To comprehend these discrepancies one 
must look to the history previous to 1922 of these various Italian settlements.  Population increases, 
the nature of Italian settlement, the labour engaged in, growing class differences within 
communities, the reaction of British Australians to Italian settlement and the gradual emergence of a 
national identity unique to Queensland’s Italians would all affect the impact and acceptance of 
Fascism following the PNF’s rise to power.  Most important were the experiences of the Italian 
population in Queensland during World War I, an event which would have a considerable effect on 
the subsequent interaction between Italians and the PNF in the state.  Despite the fact that the 
population of Italians in Queensland was fairly low until after World War I and Fascism only began 
to play a role in Italian life in Australia from 1922, it is crucial to investigate the Italian communities 
in question before the period in which Mussolini exercised power in Italy.  Without this background 
there is no context to analyse how the growing population of Italians in the state, their increasing 
economic status and the heightened role Fascism played after 1922 impacted on community 
participation in various ways.   
Chapter two addresses the impact of Fascism in Queensland from 1922, the year in which 
the PNF came to power in Italy, up to the end of the 1920s.  It is essential to address the policies of 
the Fascist party in regards to Italian communities abroad, how they related to Australia and what 
effect they had on Queensland Italians.  From 1926 onwards the PNF established their own consular 
representatives in the state with the specific goal of promoting Fascism within Italian communities, 
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establishing Fascist associations, instituting their control over Italian clubs already in existence and 
conducting surveillance on anti-Fascist Italians.  Such actions would have a considerable impact on 
the Italian population.   
Chapter three concentrates on the years between 1930 and 1935 as the Fascists built their 
presence in Queensland through the establishment of Fasci in several Italian communities.  This 
chapter will thus examine the role of the Fasci, their impact on separate Italian communities, the use 
of fear by the Fascists to silence anti-Fascist discontent as well as the way the wider Italian 
community interacted with the activities of the PNF during this time. Aspects relating to the 
previous history of particular Italian settlements, the nature of Italian clubs or institutions already 
established in the area and the role of the Catholic Church in supporting the Fasci also played a part 
in determining Fascism’s impact.  In this understanding the thesis seeks to answer several important 
questions:  How did the Fasci attempt to promote support for their party and how successful were 
they in their aims?  Importantly, how did this differ between communities and what can be 
attributed to these variations?  
The fourth chapter builds on chapter three, examining the final years of official Fascist 
presence in Queensland between 1936 and 1940.  This chapter will specifically look at the Italo-
Abyssinia war and the nature of Italian support for this conflict as well as the reaction by Fasci 
members to the growing possibility of Italy going to war with Australia taking place towards the 
end of the 1930s.  In looking at the Italo-Abyssinia war, how can the wide spread demonstrations of 
Fascist support inspired by the conflict be reconciled with the considerably low membership in the 
actual Fasci?  Why did Italians support their government during this conflict but have no interest in 
supporting Italy as war with Australia became a greater possibility?  What does this demonstrate 
about the nature of Fascist support in Queensland and the motivating forces that shaped the 
interaction between Italians and the PNF in this state?  
Finally, chapter five examines the consequences of Fascist policy in regards to Queensland 
Italians during the years of World War II, whilst also addressing some of the lasting consequences 
of Fascist policy in Queensland.  During World War II thousands of Queensland Italians were 
interned.  The role of Fascism in regards to this development goes beyond the evident fact that it 
was the PNF’s declaration of war on Britain and its allies that meant Queensland Italians became 
classified as enemy aliens and perceived as being potential fifth columnists.  What is evident is that 
conflict between Italians concerning political and economic differences that had been shaped by 
Fascist politics over nearly fifteen years would play a considerable part in how Italian communities 
reacted to the pressure placed on them by Italy’s entry into the war against their country of 
residence.  Such analysis draws into focus the overall impact of Fascism and the way in which 
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Italians ultimately related to the PNF as well as addressing the lasting legacy of Fascism in relation 
to Queensland Italians.   
The conclusion addresses the overall impact of Fascism on the Queensland Italian 
population, the particular areas in which this study has contributed to a better historical 
understanding and points the way forward to further possible research areas within this field.   
Problems encountered in this thesis pertain specifically to the sources and the question of 
bias.  As expressed previously, both Italian language newspapers utilised for this thesis were pro-
Fascist and this must be taken into account when using information taken from these sources.  
However, if these newspapers are regarded not as supplying facts concerning the level of Fascist 
support in Australia, but instead as demonstrating the nature of Fascist propaganda in Australia and 
the way in which the PNF and its supporters attempted to shape Italian identity through their own 
construction of Italian nationalism, then these are invaluable resources.  The same concerns apply to 
the use of Australian military archives and their files on Italian internees.  Only a small percentage 
of Italians in Queensland actually belonged to the Fasci and the accusations of Fascist membership 
found in many of these military files is clearly incorrect.  The information on Fascism and those 
Italians who allegedly supported the ideology can also be significantly contradictory.  In these 
government files substantial data is at times provided to support accusations that certain Italians 
supported Fascism which is in turn vehemently denied by the Italian in question.  Finding what 
could be regarded as the most reasonable conclusion concerning the Italian community in 
Queensland and its relationship with Fascism is therefore difficult.  Despite this I believe that a 
reasoned argument regarding this issue can be made that takes into account the motivations of both 
the Australian government of the time and the Italians who denied supporting Fascism despite 
significant evidence to the contrary.  Personal letters that clearly demonstrate political support for 
Fascism, minutes of meetings and membership lists confiscated from Fascist associations and 
interviews taken with those Italians willing to admit membership of the Fascist party are most 
helpful in focusing research on Italians who were undeniably members of Fasci.  In this way the 
thesis can provide important insight, based on the existing primary sources, on the role Fascism 
played in Queensland before World War II.      
 In reference to the overall argument of the thesis, understanding the attempts by the PNF 
through the Fasci All’estero to encourage support for Fascism amongst Queensland Italians and 
silence anti-Fascist dissent is a crucial aspect of the pre-World II history of Italian settlement in 
Queensland.  Fascism should not be studied independently from the wider history of Italian 
settlement in the state, but nor can this period of Italian history in Queensland be considered without 
reference to the actions of the Fascist party.  Instead, fashioned by the social, political and economic 
context of divergent Italian communities across Queensland, the policies of the Fascist government 
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in regards to Italians abroad would play a significant role in Italian life within the state from the 
mid-1920s.  The development of national identity within the Queensland Italian population 
witnessed through the establishment of Italian clubs, institutions and festivals would have taken 
place regardless of Fascism and was an aspect related to both events concerning World War I and 
the growing population of Italians in the state in the 1920s.  Fascism though shaped these 
developments, encouraging Italians to embrace its particular concept of Italian national identity and 
incorporating Fascist propaganda into Italian national celebrations.  Conversely, the willingness of 
Italians to embrace these Fascist activities was influenced by the history of particular Italian 
communities.  Thus it was a complex interaction between Fascism and the circumstances of Italian 
life in Queensland that constructed the role of Italian Fascist politics in the state. 
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CHAPTER ONE  
The growth of the Italian population in Queensland and the effect of  
World War I, 1910-1922.  
 
He was opposed to Italian immigration, because the more he saw of them the more he believed they were 
unsuited to amalgamate with the population already in the colony of their own people.  They were an 
undesirable class of immigrants.1
*** 
The Italian canecutter is an excellent worker.  He will cut for a few seasons and then take up land and begin as 
a farmer.  In the Babinda district some sixty per cent of the farmers are Italians.  On the Johnstone River and 
about Innisfail, from seventy to eighty per cent are Italians.2
*** 
On the south side of Babinda Creek there has been erected for some time a building that is generally called the 
Italian Club.  The site is on what is known as Mr Anzolin’s Farm, and it has had many Saturday night events 
that could be safely recorded as social and enjoyable gatherings, where the Italian residents dance and sing to 
their heart’s content.3
In the scholarly literature concerning the rise of Fascism in Italy, World War I (WWI) plays 
a vital role.  As Paul Corner has argued, ‘many of the characteristics of Fascism as a new kind of 
mass movement emerged from the experience of the war, and without the war, the Fascism which 
we now know and recognise is largely inconceivable.’4 The war served to accentuate divisions 
already existent within Italian society, exaggerating alienation from and hostility towards the state 
felt across Italy and encouraging both the ‘radicalisation of middle-class opinion and the formation 
of a virulent anti-socialism among a section of that opinion,’ factors that would prove crucial in the 
rise of the Italian Fascist party (PNF) and its accession to power.5
In a similar way World War I had an important impact on the Italian communities in 
Queensland that would in turn help to shape their reactions to Fascist politics after 1922.  Growing 
class divergence within the community, increasing anti-Italian antagonism amongst elements of the 
Australian public and the development of a sense of Italian national identity were the significant 
factors in the study of Fascism in Queensland that grew out of circumstances intrinsically tied to 
World War I.  This is not to say that the context of the war created these elements, but instead it 
accentuated growing developments affecting the community thus producing significant changes that 
would shape the Fascist impact on the state’s Italians after 1922.       
 
1 Honourable Member of Ipswich, Mr Barlow, speaking on proposed Italian immigration scheme in Queensland 
Parliamentary Debate on Supply, 1890.  Queensland Parliamentary Record 1890-1891. 
2 Northern Herald, 11 July 1918.  
3 Northern Herald, 22 September 1920.  
4 P. Corner, "The Road to Fascism: An Italian Sonderweg?," Contemporary European History 2, no. 2 (2002): 295. 
5 R. Vivarelli, "Interpretations of the Origins of Fascism," The Journal of Modern History 63, no. 1 (1991): 41; Corner, 
"The Road to Fascism: An Italian Sonderweg?," 295. 
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This chapter focuses on the impact of World War I on Queensland’s Italians, though it is 
also necessary in turn to look at the historical evolution of the population up to this time.  The 
regional basis of the Italian population of Queensland and its economic, cultural and political 
growth shaped the Italian population up to 1914 and the developments that would flow from the 
situation of the war.  Thus, it is essential to first briefly examine the formation of Queensland’s 
Italian communities from their early stages up to the advent of WWI.  
From the 1870s onwards Italy experienced a considerable increase in the number of its 
citizens choosing to migrate overseas.  Between 1820 and 1870 Italian agriculture had 
undergone a series of crises.  Rapid population growth in rural areas, coupled with the reduction 
of peasant land ownership and price slumps during the 1820s and 1830s saw deterioration in the 
standard of living of Italy’s peasantry.  This was accentuated further during the period of the 
Risorgimento, during which Italy’s inadequate competition with more advanced agricultural 
industries in Europe drove prices further down.6 Migration, as a solution to the difficulties of 
rural existence, was a regular pattern for agriculturally based Italian families.  In periods where 
work was scarce, seasonal workers would leave their villages and follow the migratory trail that 
had been established over many years to bordering countries such as Switzerland.7 As the 
situation became more difficult and the ability to travel abroad increased, more and more 
Italians looked outside of Europe as a means of finding work.  From 1875 Italian emigration 
steadily increased, predominately to South America and the United States.  According to Robert 
Foerster, by the beginning of the twentieth century 845 000 Italians had travelled to Argentina, 
1 227 040 Italians had migrated to Brazil and 484 027 Italians were living in the United States.8
In this early stage of the Italian diaspora ninety-seven per cent of these migrants came from 
regions within Italy’s north.9
Most scholars within the field of Italo-Australian studies date the first significant 
immigration of Italians to Queensland in the year 1891, when the Queensland colonial government 
financed a scheme to bring Italian workers to the state.  While the year 1891 is significant, the 
Queensland Italian population had been slowly increasing before this time, although the numbers of 
Italians making their way to Queensland in this later part of the nineteenth century were distinctly 
less than the growing population migrating to North and South America.   
 
6 S. Woolf, A History of Italy 1700-1860. (London: Routledge, 1991), 283, 275. 
7 J. Templeton, From the Mountains to the Bush: Italian Migrants Write Home from Australia, 1860-1962, ed. J. Lack 
and assisted by G. Di Lorenzo (Melbourne: Benchmark Publications, 2003), 18; Woolf, A History of Italy 1700-1860,
281. 
8 R. F. Foerster, The Italian Emigration of Our Times (New York: Russell and Russell, 1919), 255, 287, 327. 
9 Foerster, The Italian Emigration of Our Times, 37.  
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In 1890 Italian immigration to Queensland was proposed as a solution to the labour shortage 
caused by Premier Griffith's decision to end the use of Kanakas in the northern sugar fields.  The 
year 1885 had seen Queensland’s Premier Samuel Griffith pass legislation excluding further 
transport of indentured Pacific Island laborers, known as Kanakas, to the North Queensland cane 
fields.10 Farmers voiced their concern that British workers were unable and unwilling to work in 
the northern tropics and that the increased rates of pay required to hire white workers would prevent 
the industry from turning a profit.11 As a solution to this problem Chiaffredo Venerano Fraire, one 
of the few established Italian businessmen in Queensland at the time, proposed an assisted 
migratory scheme to bring Italians to North Queensland as workers in the sugar industry.12 His plan 
was generally supported by cane growers in the north and Fraire was able to gain the backing of the 
Queensland government through his claims that planters had agreed that they would sell or lease 
land to these Italians at the end of their indentured period, thus the Italians would remain in the 
north and establish themselves in the area.13 At the end of 1891 335 northern Italian migrants who 
had been personally recruited by Fraire arrived in North Queensland.14 The plan was not entirely 
successful; many of the Italians found the conditions too difficult and the greater pay offered by the 
gold fields of Charters Towers saw several leave for that town.  Overall, an estimated forty-two of 
the Fraire Italians stayed in the north to work in the sugar industry and despite considerable 
newspaper attention following their arrival, by 1892 the focus on Italian immigration had 
dissipated.15 Notwithstanding the partial failure of Fraire’s plans, Douglass calls it ‘a watershed in 
the history of the north.’16 The forty-two who did establish themselves began the first waves of 
Italian chain migration, supporting friends and family in Italy to join them in North Queensland.  It 
may have been an extremely minor number when considering the mass of Italians departing for the 
Americas, but it marked the very beginnings of the Italian presence in North Queensland and the 
establishment of that region as the centre of Italian settlement in the state before 1945.  
The Italian population of Queensland continued to grow at a slow but consistent rate from 
1891 to 1901.  In 1891 there were estimated to be around 438 Italians in Queensland, increasing to 
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around 845 over the following ten years.17 By 1911 the Italian population had increased further to 
929.18 This was somewhat smaller than the 1577 Italians residing in New South Wales at the time 
or the 1525 in Victoria.19 A growing number of Queensland’s Italians found work cutting cane in 
North Queensland and by 1903 there were already positive reports from the Macknade Mill district 
concerning the ability of Italians in this particular industry.20 Robert Pascoe classes these early 
Italian migrants as ‘scouts,’ Italians who came to Australia and then moved about the country 
looking for work.  They were characterised by their lack of permanency, with a considerable 
number of these migrants viewing their settlement in Australia as a temporary means of acquiring 
money before returning to Italy.21 
Templeton highlights the favourable reports from Italian migrants that were being sent home 
from Queensland to Italy during this time as an important factor in the growing numbers of Italians 
making their way to the state.  From the letters she has recovered Templeton claims that, overall, 
the Italians in Australia depicted the country as a place where Italians were treated respectfully, 
were able to find work easily and were able to live a healthy and comfortable existence.22 Scholars 
such as Douglass and Dignan point also to chain migration facilitated by those from the Fraire 
expedition that had settled in North Queensland.  These Italians sponsored friends and relatives to 
join them in the region.23 As Douglass shows, those in Queensland would send the two pounds 
passage money to Italy that would then be repaid once the Italian migrant in question would begin 
earning in Australia.  Thus, without any government support, the Italian population of Queensland 
doubled in the space of ten years from 1891.  These migrants entered the state at their own 
expenses, but through the support of established friends and family quickly took their place in the 
Queensland labour force.24 
Despite the lack of an organised scheme, the availability of work attracted a growing 
number of Italian workers to cane cutting after Kanaka labour in the north was completely phased 
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out in 1906.  Not only was there work available but cane cutting also began to engender a popular 
conception amongst Italians that despite its difficulties, cutting was a productive way of earning 
good money for seasonal labour.25 Furthermore, the Italians had an approach to cane cutting work 
that differed from British Australians.  Australian workers tended to view cane cutting as lucrative 
seasonal work that provided funds to be spent during the off season on social activities.  Italians 
instead conceived of cane cutting as a means of quickly accumulating money to return to Italy with 
or to possibly place a deposit on their own property in North Queensland if they saved their money 
over several seasons, lived frugally and found other seasonal work between periods of cane 
cutting.26 Italians also favoured a different working pattern from British Australians.  As opposed 
to a fixed working week with an hourly wage decided by the union as preferred by Australians, 
Italians endorsed a system based on a set contract between the farmer and the cane cutting gang.  
This was ideal for farmers who would not have to pay the gang until they had actually completed 
the terms of the contract and through this the Italians could work unlimited hours, completing the 
job quicker so they could move onto another farm, therefore accumulating more money in a shorter 
time.27 Thus, the Italian cutters began to develop a reputation amongst North Queensland cane 
farmers as efficient and reliable workers.  Alongside this was the nature of Italian chain migration, 
which ensured as Italians gained success in this industry their positive letters home and monetary 
support for further emigration of family and friends in Italy in turn facilitated more Italian labour in 
cane cutting.  Together, the success of the Italians in the industry, the employment opportunities 
available and the growing numbers of Italians looking for work in cane cutting saw it become a 
form of labour dominated by this immigrant group.  Already by 1911 ninety-nine per cent of the 
cane cutters in the Herbert and Johnstone district were Italian.28 
There are several important points to note about the early stage of Italian immigration 
between the years 1891 and 1910.  Firstly, the population of Italians making their way to 
Queensland had a strongly defined regional character.  Not only was it overwhelmingly from the 
north of Italy but it was also specifically drawn in considerable numbers from the Valtellina, a small 
area within the Sondrio province that is part of the Lombardy region.  Before 1900, as Templeton 
has ascertained, two-thirds of all Italian migration to Australia came from the Valtellina.  The 
Valtellina had suffered from increasing agricultural difficulties during the 1850s and large numbers 
of Italians from this area had ventured into neighbouring Switzerland to find work.  It was here that 
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they came in contact with French and German shipping agents who were seeking passengers for 
boats heading to Australia during the onset of the gold rush in Victoria.29 This established a 
connection from the Valtellina to Australia that was built upon as information on the opportunities 
Australia offered filtered back to the region from the first Valtellinese migrants who ventured to the 
country.  
The second important point in examining the initial immigration of Italians to Queensland 
was the fact that overwhelmingly the Italians came as sojourners.  By late 1910 the Italian cane 
cutting population had become quite prominent in North Queensland, particularly in the Macknade 
district.  As reported by the Herbert River Express, of the nineteen cane cutting gangs in the district 
during 1910 only one of them was a gang of British-Australians.  The paper, although admitting 
that the Italians were ‘excellent labourers…sober, reliable, hard working men,’ was concerned by 
the fact that as the Italians were generally sojourners,  
 
two-thirds of the money made during the crushing season by each individual of 
the nationalities referred to will never again ‘see the light’ in this state or the 
Commonwealth after it has been paid by the farmer to the labourer but it will be 
reserved for expenditure on the continent of Europe.30 
The Italians were ‘prepared to work hard for a few years, living on the smell of the proverbial “oily 
rag” and then return to their native land with enough money saved in North Queensland to make 
them comfortable for life.’31 The money earned cutting cane could be considerable, a 1911 
newspaper article related the story of twenty to thirty Italians who had made a profit of £500 each 
after four years sojourn in the Herbert River district cutting cane and were returning to Italy to 
invest this capital to establish themselves in the Italian grape growing industry.32 
The temporary nature of early Italian immigration to Queensland was closely tied to the fact 
that many of these initial migrants came from the Valtellina.  The agricultural production of the 
Valtellina was based upon grape cultivation.  In the 1850s this industry suffered enormously as 
grapevines were devastated by grapevine mildew.  The problems this crop failure had on farming 
properties was accentuated by the property rights practiced in the area.  In the Valtellina, families 
practised partible inheritance whereby land was portioned out equally to children of the deceased 
land owner.33 With Valtellina families commonly incorporating eight or more children, the 
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inheritance practice had seen properties divided into increasingly smaller lots that by the mid 1850s 
were practically unworkable and could not sustain the families trying to maintain an existence from 
these small holdings.34 
In order to overcome this problem it was common practice for men in the family to emigrate 
for set periods of time, with the money earned abroad deposited back into the family account in 
Italy.  Emigrants from the Valtellina were overwhelmingly sojourners, migrants who viewed their 
time outside of Italy as a temporary displacement that would enable them to purchase more land or 
pay off debts when they returned home.35 Despite the distances involved between Australia and 
Italy, the early Valtellina migrants saw their passage to Australia as simply an extension of this 
traditional seasonal work.  These immigrants predominately only stayed five to eight years in 
Australia and as Templeton writes, ‘for the most part the Valtellinese were not yet thinking in terms 
of permanent emigration.’36 
The primary stage of Italian migration to Queensland was thus defined by its temporary 
nature and large preponderance of Valetellinese.  From 1910 however, it is possible to see gradual 
changes in respect to Queensland’s Italian population.  Importantly, the number of Italians choosing 
to permanently establish themselves in Queensland began to increase.  There were several reasons 
for this change.  With the end of Kanaka labour in North Queensland, farms had begun to reduce 
their size as large plantation farming that had existed previously became unfeasible.  By adjusting 
the amount of cane produced in accordance with the labour able to be employed, small farm owners 
could succeed financially with only the assistance of family members and by employing contract 
cane cutters when needed.  Furthermore, international changes involving improving cultivation 
technology and the move towards economies of scale meant large plantations were no longer 
viable.  At the turn of the twentieth century then, small, labour intensive farms worked by the 
family unit had become the norm in the North Queensland sugar industry.37 Thus, for Italian 
emigrants, it was increasingly possible to move from cane cutter to cane farmer after acquiring 
money for a deposit and through help from relatives or sons as farm hands to make the farm a 
financial success.  
As the possibility of owning a farm became more feasible Italians were able to take 
advantage of these changes at quite substantial rates.  As early as 1913, the Northern Herald began 
to draw attention to the increasing number of farms being purchased by Italians, reporting that in 
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Innisfail, the Liverpool and Maria creeks areas were, ‘owned and worked by Italians.’38 Douglass 
writes that there were a number of reasons for this.  Firstly, Italians had a willingness to accept 
leases and purchasing agreements for marginal lands that would require intensive clearing.  They 
were also disposed to making long term goals at the expense of instant profit, ploughing and 
manuring their land properly before planting.  Importantly, Italians were prepared to finance one 
another, creating a parallel banking system that was available only to Italian immigrants.39 The 
Italians’ increasing ownership of cane farms was also aided by a unique pattern of co-operation 
practised by southern European immigrants in North Queensland.  Commonly, two or more Italians 
would pool their money and establish one of their numbers on a farm while the others worked for 
wages.  In the off season they would all work together to improve the initial holding.  As capital 
increased they would repeat the process until all members had acquired their own farm.40 This 
success of Italians in purchasing property had a flow on effect financially, their ability to 
accumulate capital rapidly led to southern Europeans gaining a favourable reputation amongst 
banks and creditors, making it easier for subsequent immigrants to take out mortgage loans.41 
The transition of Italians from cane cutters to cane farmers saw the transformation of the 
Queensland Italian population from being predominately transitory to a more permanent settlement.  
Having purchased a farm, Italians with wives and children in Italy would commonly bring them to 
live in North Queensland.42 Templeton writes that the success of Italian farm ownership in 
Queensland facilitated a growing belief in traditional areas of Italian emigration to Australia, 
mainly the Valtellina, that permanent settlement in Queensland could guarantee family security 
unavailable in Italy.  This was accentuated by a rise in unemployment in Italy caused by the events 
of World War I.43 Due to the growing number of Italians choosing to settle permanently in the state 
from 1911 to 1921 the Queensland Italian population, although still considerably small, increased  
from 929 to 1838.44 
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From its initial stages in the late 1890s up to 1914 it is thus possible to see the steady 
growth of the Italian population in the state and its transformation from one that consisted mainly 
of sojourners to an increasingly permanent settlement.  Such development was prompted by both 
economic and political changes in Italy as well as Australia.  This early Italian population was 
overwhelmingly settled in North Queensland, predominately in the cane growing coastal areas from 
Ingham to Cairns.  In Brisbane, the populace of Italians numbered only eighty-three by 1921.45 
Early reports on Italian immigrants arriving in Brisbane commonly highlighted the fact that upon 
disembarkation these migrants would immediately head north to the cane fields.46 Despite this, by 
1910 some Italians had begun to establish themselves on Breakfast Creek where they worked 
fishing and prawning in the Brisbane River.47 They were hardly a noticeable element of the 
Brisbane population though, and the centre of Italian life had clearly become North Queensland, 
even at this early stage of Italian emigration to the state, a trend that would continue until 1945.   
Thus the population and economic growth of the Italian communities in Queensland was 
taking place at a steady rate before World War I.  The effect of the war on the Italian population 
should consequently not be seen in terms of a breach from the direction of this development, but 
instead as a force that would significantly accentuate the communities’ evolution in a unique 
fashion, producing changes that would shape the impact of Fascism after 1922.  
When examining Italian Fascism, both in Italy and abroad, it is evident that the ideology’s 
conception of Italian nationalism played a significant part in its appeal to the Italian population.  
Mauro Marsella has argued, in respect to Fascism in Italy, that the absorption of the Italian 
Nationalist Association (INA) by the PNF in 1923 was vital in the history of the Fascist regime.  
The adoption of the INA’s nationalistic ideals that glorified Italian history and encouraged the 
spread of Italian civilisation and the resurrection of Italy as a major power was an intrinsic element 
in allowing Fascism to become a mass movement as ‘nationalism became the mobilising force of a 
second, politically successful Fascism.’48 This understanding of the essence of Fascism, as ‘a 
radical, inflated form of nationalism,’ as described by Aristotle Kallis, draws a particular focus on 
the importance of understanding nationalist traditions present in Italy before the Fascist regime and 
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the way in which they influenced Fascist ideology.49 Thus, scholars such as Marsella have paid 
particular attention to Italian nationalists like Enrico Corradini and the subjugation of his ideology 
within the Fascist’s articulation of their particular form of Italian nationalism.50 This sense of 
continuity, in which Fascism is in a way defined by the national identity of the country in which it 
exists, relates intrinsically to the understanding of Fascism in Queensland.  Italian nationalist 
movements, celebrations and associations formed amongst Queensland Italians before 1922 would 
provide not only a basis for the promotion of Fascist politics throughout the state, but would also 
define the particular forms Fascism was to take within Italian settlements.   
As set out in the introduction, in examining the critical aspect of developing Italian 
nationalism within Queensland, it is clear that the context of World War I played an essential part.  
In Italy the Risorgimento had failed to engender a united national character for Italians and social 
and cultural diversity between separate Italian regions was still pronounced by 1914.51 Italians 
were likely to identify themselves as Lombardians or Sicilians, for example, rather than as 
Italians.52 This was reflected in overseas Italian communities.  Gianfausto Rosoli writes,   
 
Particularly until World War I, emigrants did not identify with their nation of 
origin; rather they identified with Sicily, Calabria, Veneto, Lombardy.  It was a 
world of regional identities, where a dialect, a religious tradition, or a mountain 
range determined the horizons of one’s identity.53 
Scholars have argued that the growth of a more unified Italian identity amongst overseas 
based Italians was a factor arising from the unique experience of migration.  Salvemini, for 
example, writes that in the United States Italians who had never felt themselves to be Italian in Italy 
began to develop a national consciousness in America as they came in contact with Italians from 
differing regions.54 The development of a unified Italian identity was strengthened by the racism 
and ostracism from the wider American population that Italian immigrants faced in society.  Thus, 
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according to Salvemini, the process of migration itself was instrumental in the development of a 
strong Italian national character.  In respect to this theory, the growth of the Italian population, its 
increasing permanency and the expanding regional variety of Italians migrating to Queensland 
taking place from around 1910 would have eventually ensured the development of a unified Italian 
national affinity amongst the state’s Italians.  However, it is clear that this concept of natural 
development, based on a melting-pot scenario of Italians in a foreign country, does not in turn 
guarantee the evolution of a particular national identity.  Instead, as seen in Queensland’s case, 
without WWI it is questionable at what point and by what means a more integrated Italian 
nationalism may have begun to emerge within the Italian population.    
The growth of Italian nationalism abroad was considerably complex.  After 1922 the Fascist 
government was able to build its strength on its construction of a powerful, nationalist rhetoric that 
had particular resonance with overseas Italians, but migration and the mixing of Italians from 
differing regions did not in itself lead to the development of Italian national consciousness.  As 
Foerster writes in his study of Italians in America, during the early 1900s, despite the formation of 
the Sons of Italy, Italians in American generally did not show signs of a united Italian identity 
outside of major occasions, such as a catastrophe in Italy for which a financial collection would be 
made in Italian colonies abroad.55 
A similar situation was evident in Queensland.  Although the early migration to the state 
was dominated by Valtellinese, by 1910 growing numbers of Piedmontese had joined the 
Valtellinese and other Lombardy groups in Queensland and in 1908 there had been the first reports 
of a Sicilian cane cutting gang in the Halifax district.  This group of Sicilians formed part of the 
initial stages of chain migration that was to bring increasing quantities of southern Italians to 
Queensland’s north.56 These developments and the escalating number of Italians permanently 
settling in the state did not in turn guarantee, however, the development of an integrated Italian 
character amongst emigrants residing in Queensland.  As opposed to Salvemini’s argument, 
Gabaccia writes that immigration could instead accentuate regional differences.57 The isolation and 
difficulties in cane cutting that Italians found in North Queensland only encouraged many of them 
to live in tight groups consisting of emigrants from the same region where important social ties 
retained from Italy and the ability to speak in the same dialect provided an essential sense of 
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connection.58 Whilst northern Italians did not tend to settle in pocketed areas confined to their 
regional group, southern Italians favoured this type of settlement, establishing clearly defined 
Sicilian colonies in the Johnstone district and thus defining a clear north/south division amongst 
Italians in Queensland’s north.59 Pasquale Verdicchio argues that emigration provided Sicilians 
with ‘the first opportunity to express their [the Sicilians] culture outside the confines of a nationally 
sanctioned official language and tradition.’60 This was due to the repression of Sicilian culture and 
language in the Risorgimento.
In the years preceding 1914 there had been some attempts at forming Italian cultural 
associations in Queensland, but they had been instigated by a small number of well educated 
Italians living in the state at the time and had been unable to sustain any support from the larger 
Italian population.61 Furthermore, political upheaval in Italy concerning the rise of Anarchist and 
Socialist movements in the late 1800s does not appear to have had any influence on Queensland’s 
burgeoning Italian population.  While Italian Anarchists formed active political groups amongst the 
Argentinean and American Italian populations, where they would play an important role in 
overseas Italian political activity in the early 1900s, such organisations were absent from the early 
Queensland Italian communities.62 The political agitation amongst Italians both in Italy and in 
overseas communities did raise some unease amongst mill managers in the Macknade district 
concerning the possible manipulation of Italian workers by southern European Anarchists.  Despite 
vague reports from the Macknade mill manager in 1907 that Spanish Anarchists working in North 
Queensland were attempting to influence Italians in the Macknade district, holding meetings and 
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distributing literature, there is little evidence of any Italian Anarchist organisation in Queensland 
before 1922.63 
So by 1914, despite the growth in population and increasing permanency of Italian 
settlements being conducive to growing political or cultural activity, such manifestations of united 
Italian identity were largely absent.  Instead, as was later the case in respect to the activities of the 
Fascist government, it took a combination of developments in the socio-economic context of 
Queensland’s Italian communities and the role of significant international events concerning Italy 
to initiate co-operative Italian political activity. 
 The war was thus the essential element in promoting the first forms of activity by Italians 
that were founded on a combined distinctiveness.  In Australia, as in other Italian migrant 
communities abroad, the ‘war served greatly to intensify national feeling.’64 This was 
predominately caused by Italy’s entry into the war in 1915.  Importantly, however, Italian activities 
in respect to patriotic associations and fund raising for the allied war effort were not confined to 
assisting Italy.  Even before Italy’s entry into World War I in April 1915 Italians in North 
Queensland were contributing to patriotic funds, thus demonstrating the growing links between 
Italian migrants and Queensland politics and society as the Italian communities established 
themselves more permanently.  In Ingham especially, Italian workers subscribed generously to the 
patriotic funds subscription during 1914 that raised over £1000 to assist Australia’s war effort.65 
On 23 December 1914 the Italians of Halifax organised a dance at the Masonic Hall in Ingham to 
specifically raise money for the Australian Red Cross League.  It was reportedly well attended, with 
‘decorations, music, refreshments etc all conformed to Italian ideas…A nice little programme of 
Italian vocal and instrumental music was rendered during the evening including salutations of the 
best Italian operas.’  The ball was able to donate a sum of £20 to the Red Cross.66 
This dance was the first Italian organised social event reported by the Northern Herald.
There are several interrelated factors that contributed to the emergence of this Italian cultural and 
political activity at the advent of World War I.  The increasing permanency and numbers of the 
Italian population in North Queensland was undoubtedly a factor, facilitating a more conducive 
context for Italian cultural celebrations.  Italian organisation of fund raising dances for Australian 
institutions also highlighted the growing engagement between Italians and the social, political and 
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economic forms of the wider Australian community.67 The social networks that facilitated Italian 
immigration were originally constructed through chain migration.  Italians coming to Queensland 
relied on relatives and friends, who were already in the state, for employment, advice and social 
interaction.  However, as Italians established themselves in the north and bought property, their 
links with the ‘larger economic and political structures in the locations of origin and destination’ 
developed, linking Italians with Australian business and financial institutions.68 Additionally, the 
context of Australian society during the country’s entry into World War I would have enhanced 
Italian interest in contributing to patriotic funds or organising fund raising events of their own.  
Australia’s declaration of war on Germany on 5 August 1914 had almost unanimous support 
throughout the country and saw a considerable rise in Australian nationalist rhetoric and activity.  
In North Queensland the Herbert River Red Cross League, for example, was active in holding 
weekly meetings of members, organising fund raising dances and financial collections.69 For 
Italians in the region who were in a large part isolated from the wider community by their differing 
nationality, culture and language, the advent of World War I provided a significant opportunity for 
their participation and acceptance within the British Australian population.  Activities and events 
around core occasions contribute socially and materially to a sense of community.  The way in 
which people participate in these events demonstrates their position in or marginalisation from the 
wider community.70 By actively contributing to Australia’s war effort Italians were able to gain 
increased acceptance by the British Australian population and a strong reinforcement of their place 
as an important group within the community.  Overall, the international advent of World War I, the 
growing links between Italians and the Australian community in the North Queensland regions and 
the Italians’ own motivations to engage themselves in community activities saw Italians actively 
involved in raising money for Australian institutions before Italy’s entry into the war.  
This early Italian social and political organisation expanded considerably when Italy entered 
the war on the side of Britain and its allies in May 1915.  The fact that Italy and Australia were now 
fighting a common enemy facilitated further acceptance of Italian participation in North 
Queensland events supporting allied efforts in the war.  On 4 September 1915 a patriotic procession 
was held at the Innisfail showgrounds to raise money for Australia’s wounded soldiers.  It was 
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reported as the ‘largest and best ever seen in Innisfail, nothing like it has been seen before.’71 
Importantly, the Italians of the town contributed their own float, featuring two people carrying an 
Italian and a Union Jack flag and a buggy, reported as belonging to one Carlo Della Vecchia, that 
was decorated with ‘flowers, ribbons and flags, there being over 1000 paper flowers in the 
decoration.’72 Italian involvement in such a massive occasion would have clearly expressed both to 
the Italians participating, as well as the spectators, the acceptance of the Italian community in these 
patriotic manifestations.   
As well as helping the Australian military effort, Italians were also active in raising money 
for the Italian Red Cross and other patriotic institutions in Italy.  In March 1916 Italians were given 
permission by the Babinda Recruiting Committee to collect donations for the Australian patriotic 
fund and for a special fund to be sent to Italy.73 In November 1916 Italians in Babinda donated £26 
in ‘patriotic contributions,’ of which £22 were allowed to be sent to the Italian Red Cross fund, care 
of the Il Messaggero newspaper in Rome.74 In Ingham, a Mr Catrastellero collected from Italians 
in the town for the Italian Red Cross fund and in January 1917 200 Italians attended a dance at the 
Masonic Hall in Halifax organised by the Italian Red Cross Committee.75 
Some Italians also demonstrated their patriotic feeling towards their land of origin by 
returning to Italy to fight on the Italo-Austrian front.  Immediately following Italy’s entry into the 
war all Italian males of fighting age resident in Australia had been required to register with the 
nearest Italian consular officials and in 1917 the Italian government conscripted eligible Italians 
living in Australia.76 In December 1917 Cavaliere Emilio Eles, Consul for Italy in Australasia, who 
was situated in Melbourne, issued the following order,  
 
All Italian conscripts and reservists resident in Australian and born in the years 
1874 to 1899 are compulsorily called to join the colours in Italy.  Men exempted 
from military service in time of peace for having been born in a foreign country or 
were expatriated before being 16 years of age, and who on or before May 21, 1915, 
reached the age of 32, are not obliged to answer the call.  Further instructions will 
follow for medical examination and embarkation.77 
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Arrangements were made by the Australian government for the return to Italy of eligible fighting 
men at the request of the Italian government.78 The police inspector in Cairns was contacted by the 
royal consular agent for Italy and police stations throughout North Queensland informed Italians of 
the regulation for conscription.79 In August 1918 the deputy for the Italian Consul General M. 
Vaccari and distinguished Italian veteran Colonel Fiaschi arrived in Cairns with an official consular 
and military delegation to conscript and examine Italian reservists to be sent to Italy.  Information 
regarding the numbers conscripted is scant, but in the Herbert River district 120 Italians were called 
up and sent to training camps in Liverpool, New South Wales, where they underwent basic military 
training before embarking for Italy.80 
Before this, however, some Italians had chosen to return home voluntarily.81 The most 
famous of these returning Italians was Giuseppe Degol who left his wife and sons in North 
Queensland and immediately returned to Italy when war was declared.  He was enlisted into the 
sixth Alpine Regiment and distinguished himself through a number of brave actions, reportedly at 
one time capturing eight Austrian soldiers with the help of only one other Italian soldier and at 
another stage was commended for his single handed capture of a first class Austrian petty officer.  
On 15 November 1916 Degol was killed while on patrol, reportedly still fighting in his position for 
twenty minutes while he bled to death.  As he lay dying he purportedly asked his fellow soldiers to 
write to his family in Queensland to tell them of his contentedness to die in Italy.  His last words 
were supposedly ‘Viva Italia!’  On his death he was awarded the Italian gold medal for valour.82 
While the Italian response to conscription was complex, generally the order was not greeted 
with enthusiasm.  In February 1918 the Northern Herald claimed, ‘naturally a great number of 
Italians have responded to their country’s call against the common foe.  Love of home and country 
will always appeal to the man with a heart and it reminds one of Scott’s stirring lines, “Breathes 
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there a man with soul so dead.”’83 Such rhetoric was, however, quite exaggerated and the fame of 
Degol’s story in the context of the Italian population during World War I lies in its uniqueness.  
The reaction of Italians to conscription highlights an important factor that was also to shape Italian 
support for Fascism over a decade later.  Whilst Italians were willing to demonstrate loyalty to their 
country through fund raising events and patriotic dances, the thought of leaving their work and 
families in Australia to return and fight for Italy was not so appealing.   
During January 1918 the Italian government, with the support of the Australian government, 
appointed Professor L. C. Galli, an Italian who had fought as an ANZAC in Gallipoli, as the official 
Italian lecturer of the Commonwealth and he toured North Queensland speaking on the recent 
conscription of Italians in Australia and encouraging them to support the war.  In Halifax he 
lectured to a large number of Italians in their own language, the presentation finishing with the 
singing of the Italian national anthem.  It was reported as ‘one of the best yet heard by a Halifax 
audience on the present war.’84 Galli also travelled to Babinda, holding two lectures for Italians in 
the town.85 In Halifax, as well as Babinda, Galli’s lectures were enthusiastically greeted by Italians 
and he attracted large numbers of his countrymen to his meetings.   
The attendance at Galli’s lectures did not, however, transfer into Italian eagerness to accept 
the call up.  In July 1918 between 300 and 400 Italians met at the Ingham Picture Palace to protest 
against the compulsory conscription of Italians by the Italian government, leading to an official 
publication by the Italian government that appeared in the northern press threatening prosecution of 
anyone who advised or endeavoured to persuade Italian reservists from complying with the notice 
of conscription.86 Official Australian government correspondence suggests that many Italians in 
North Queensland attempted to avoid conscription.  Requests by the Italian government were made 
for a ship to transport Italians from North Queensland to New South Wales in order to ‘concentrate 
the Italians as they are arrested…the work of arresting these men is being seriously handicapped 
owing to the insufficient means of transport, and also the difficulty of guarding them whilst on 
shore.’  Many Italians in North Queensland, it was also reported, ‘are being lost as they are going 
into hiding in order to avoid being apprehended.’87 
Despite agitation within Italian communities caused by the call up, the end of World War I 
declared in November 1918 came before many of the Italian conscripts had time to arrive at the 
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Italian front.  Conscripted Italians were released from service and allowed to return to their work in 
North Queensland, ‘signally joyful at the termination of the war and glad that their services were 
not required.’88 
What do Italian activities during the course of World War I demonstrate in respect to an 
emerging national identity amongst the state’s Italians?  Firstly, it should not be seen that the 
celebration of Italian nationalism and the avoidance of conscription are contradictory.  Instead, it 
highlights the growing complications for Italians in Queensland in regards to certain challenges 
arising between national support for Italy and maintaining their increasing success in Queensland, 
providing an early glimpse of the complexities involved in regards to transnational political 
activity.  Douglass argues that the opposition to conscription on the part of Queensland’s Italians 
did not in turn demonstrate a lack of patriotism amongst Italian communities, but instead rested on 
Italian concerns for their future in Australia and their ability to return to the country once they had 
left, writing, ‘having once risked the perils and incurred the expenses of the emigrant’s lot, the non-
naturalised Italians were understandably reluctant to relinquish their toehold in Australia.’89 This 
conflict between Italian national support for the actions of their home country and the aim of 
maintaining and improving their socio-economic situation in Australia was a reoccurring factor in 
regards to Italian life in Queensland and one that would have a major impact on their political 
behaviour.   
For the most part World War I appears to have galvanised Italian national feeling to 
previously unseen levels.  As a direct consequence from World War I, national clubs and 
associations formed in some areas that continued to manifest Italian patriotic celebrations begun 
during the war.  This differed significantly from the situation in Italy, where Paul Corner argues 
that the war failed to encourage a patriotic unity amongst Italians, writing that,  
 
the disastrous conduct of the conflict at the front combined with the harsh and 
repressive conditions in the factories to produce a vast increase in resentment 
against authority and a corresponding decrease in respect for the state.  At the 
same time the war destroyed the standing of the parliament and saw the 
fragmentation of state authority as public functions were farmed out to private 
individuals and organisations.90 
The contrast with Italians in Queensland and their reaction to the war demonstrates the crucial 
interaction of local factors with events in Italy in determining the response of Italians to 
international situations involving their country of origin.  The growth in Italian nationalism amongst 
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Queensland Italians, it should be understood, was in a form unique to the context of the state’s 
population.  It was characterised by the Italians’ support for the war and invigoration of national 
feeling, as previously discussed, which related to Australia's public sentiment at the time, the sense 
of pride in being Italian on the side of Britain and Australia, the pride in Italian identity it imbued 
and, importantly, the disconnection these Italians had from the reality of the war's impact on Italian 
society in Italy.  This sense of wanting to be seen as an important part of the Australian community, 
to have their Italian identity respected and the disconnection between the effect of events on Italy 
and the way in which they were interpreted by Italians in Queensland would play a large role in 
Fascist politics in the state from 1922, as would the national clubs and patriotic celebrations that 
emerged from the activities taking place during WWI.  
The nationalistic feeling encouraged by the context of the war saw the formation of the first 
Italian patriotic club in North Queensland in 1917.91 The club was founded by Celestino Capra, an 
Italian farmer in Babinda who had arrived in Australian in 1911.92 The club from its inception was 
known as the Circolo Italiano Dante Alighieri, although it had no official connection with the 
official Dante Alighieri society.93 As the only Italian club in the region the Babinda Dante Alighieri 
quickly became a central place for Italian social events and patriotic celebrations in North 
Queensland.  The club was extremely well patronised and it was reported by the local press that ‘it 
has had many Saturday night events that could be safely recorded as social and enjoyable 
gatherings, where the Italian residents dance and sing to their heart’s content.’94 The largest 
occasion held at the club was, however, the Italian national day, which took place around the 20 
September commemorating the entry of the Bersaglieri into Rome in 1870.  The 1920 celebration 
was reported as ‘the largest crowd of human mortals that ever congregated on Babinda Creek, south 
side.  Visitors were also there from our neighbouring shires, Innisfail and Herbert.’  The celebration 
continued into Sunday and the Northern Herald noted that ‘it was a whole hearted social, and one 
that will be remembered for some time to come.’95 
The Italian community in Halifax, despite lacking an official club, were also active in 
celebrating the 20 September commemorations, with a large function at the Halifax Picture Theatre 
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reported in 1922.  Around 300 Italians attended, where ‘dancing was zealously pursued right 
throughout the night and up to the early hours of the morning.’96 
Taken in isolation these events may appear as simply social occasions for the growing 
Italian populations in both Babinda and Halifax, but it is noticeable that no such patriotic 
celebrations had taken place in North Queensland before the events of World War I.  The 
manifestations of national sentiment that developed during the war in areas such as Babinda 
inspired the establishment of the Italian club and the celebration of Italian patriotism continued 
beyond the war.  The growth in these outward displays of Italian nationalism, the celebration of 
Italian national days and the establishment of Italian clubs would have a substantial effect on 
Fascism’s acceptance in North Queensland and thus this development which emerged from World 
War I is a vital aspect in understanding Fascism in the region.     
The emergence of a form of Italian nationalism was not the only outcome of the war 
relevant to Italian life in Queensland.  While Italians had begun to purchase farms before the 
outbreak of World War I, the impact of the war on North Queensland facilitated a substantial 
increase in Italian cane farming ownership.  Labour shortages caused by the war saw large numbers 
of farms come on the market, many of which were purchased by Italians who were mostly able to 
avoid conscription.97 In 1915 the Northern Herald even made the point of highlighting a cane farm 
sold to a British Australian in the Babinda area, writing that, ‘it is gratifying, when so many sugar 
areas are being bought by Italians, to be able to report this sale to Mr Lawrence.’98 At the end of 
1916 the Superintendent of the Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations submitted his annual report to 
parliament, noting the significant rise in Italian cane farmers, with 107 farms in the northern sugar 
fields now owned by Italians.  He also highlighted the fact that in 1913 only two farms in Babinda 
had been owned by Italians, but in only three years they had increased their ownership to ten per 
cent of farming properties in the area.99 In 1917 the Northern Herald wrote that in Babinda and 
surrounding districts, ‘it is a noticeable feature, the increase in the number of Italian farmers,’ and 
reported on the large number of farms passing into Italian hands both in the Herbert River district 
and Mossman areas.100 The numbers of Italian farmers had reached a considerable enough level in 
1917 that in Ingham public meetings were already being translated into Italian for the benefit of 
Italians attending and in Babinda Italian farmers were able to vote in an Italian representative to the 
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Babinda Cane Growers’ Executive Board.101 By 1918 the Brisbane Courier had noted the trend in 
North Queensland, reporting that the Rinnie Creek plantation of Halifax in the Herbert River 
district was ‘now almost wholly in the hands of Italians, who are a much better class than many of 
the other nationalities represented.’102 
This increase had a number of important consequences for Italian communities, beyond 
increasing their population and permanency in the region.  Resentment against Italian ownership of 
farms and their perceived dominance of cane cutting work became an increasing problem after 
World War I.  This is not to say the problem was new; objections to Italian immigration on the 
basis that the Italian race was uncultured and would be unable to mix adequately with 
Queenslanders was raised as an argument against the Fraire scheme when it was debated in 
Queensland’s parliament in 1890.103 The Brisbane Courier regularly printed articles describing 
Mafia terror in Sicily, horrifying vendetta murders in Naples, murderous acts by the Camorra in 
Rome and violent activities by the Italian Black Hand Gang in Chicago.104 The characterisation of 
the Italians as somewhat uncivilised and prone to violence was generated by these articles and 
statements by politicians such as King O’Malley who stated in 1904 that Italians ‘walk with a razor 
in their jacket and a knife in their boots.’105 This general prejudice against the Italian character was 
accentuated after World War I by growing economic conflict between Italians and Australians in 
the northern sugar fields and the actions of the newly formed Returned Sailors and Soldiers 
Imperial League of Australia (RSSILA).  After the war the RSSILA worked to ensure full 
employment for members of their organisation and were particularly vocal in their belief that 
returned servicemen were missing out on farming jobs because of foreign domination in North 
Queensland.  At the Queensland Arbitration court in May 1920 the RSSILA asked for preference 
for returned soldiers in the sugar industry stating that it was wrong that sixty men on their books 
were unemployed and looking for work in the north while Italians were fully employed.106 Later in 
the year the Cairns branch of the RSSILA wrote to the Babinda mill to protest the large numbers of 
Italians being employed ‘whilst there are Britishers and returned soldiers walking about the district 
out of employment.’107 
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The beginning of the RSSILA’s resentment towards Italian economic success in Queensland 
can thus be seen in its activities of 1920.  RSSILA antagonism against Italians was to grow 
concurrently with the substantial increases in Queensland’s Italian population after 1922 and would 
be supported by a number of other anti-Italian political organisations.  The formation of the 
RSSILA and the increased Italian ownership of farming properties worked against each other, 
focusing growing attention on the Italian population of North Queensland and the belief amongst 
sections of the Queensland public that its success constituted a problem.  This prejudice and public 
protest by the RSSILA would play a significant role in Italian life in Queensland over the next 
twenty five years and would be an important factor in shaping the impact of Fascism during this 
time.  
The increasing Italian ownership of farms also had the consequence of accentuating growing 
class differences within the Italian population.  The role of class has been understood by scholars 
within the field of Italian Fascism as an essential aspect in the materialisation of the ideology and its 
ascension to power, though arguments over which particular class was at the heart of the movement 
are still prominent.  De Felice argued that Fascism, at its beginning, consisted essentially of 
members of the emerging middle class of Italy, ‘mobilised by the experience of the Great War, 
seeking to assert their class interests in the post war world.’108 The role of class is an intrinsic 
explanatory aspect in the emergence of Fascism.  Scholars such as Germani, argue that Fascism’s 
appearance cannot be understood without reference to the clash that took place between the working 
and middle classes in the years preceding 1922, both mobilised by the consequences of World War 
I.109 The role of class in respect to Fascism in Queensland is also an intrinsic part.  Those who 
joined the official Fascist organisations in Queensland were, to an overwhelming extent, from the 
higher socio-economic levels of the Queensland Italian population.  Fascism appealed to this class 
by offering benefits that matched the needs of these particular Italians, whether that was by 
providing links with the consul to enhance business interests with Italian companies or as a force to 
fight against the worrying influence of Communism amongst Italian workers.  World War I did not 
create class divergence within the Italian population of Queensland; it developed as Italians 
purchased farms and thus became part of the capital that employed Italian labourers, but the 
increase in Italian farm ownership brought about by the war certainly accelerated the growing 
separation between differing socio-economic groups within Italian communities.  Diverging 
interests also saw the political separation of Italians as they sought out or created organisations that 
would best represent their concerns, a vital factor affecting Fascist acceptance in Queensland.    
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By 1920 a large number of Italians had been present in North Queensland for nearly a 
decade.  They had purchased farms, expanded these properties and built on their economic success.  
Italian farmers such as Gino Gaspari, Celestino Capra, Giuseppe Cantamessa, Francesco Guerzoni 
and Antonio Barbi, to name a few, who had arrived in Australia before World War I, were by 1920 
wealthy cane property owners.  Furthermore, Italian activities during the war had helped to 
establish many of these Italians as community leaders, such as Celestino Capra and Mr 
Catrastellero who organised Italian Red Cross collections and patriotic celebrations.  Recognised 
and financially successful Italian cane farmers such as this would play an increasing position as 
leaders within their communities following World War I.  
The interests of these established Italian cane farmers were more closely tied to the wider 
business community which they inhabited than they were to factors relating to shared ethnicity.  
There is no doubt that Italian nationality played a substantial role in the relations between Italians.  
Their language and culture clearly marked them as different from the dominant Anglo-Celtic 
population in Queensland.  Italian farmers predominately employed other Italians as cane cutters 
and family and kinship ties inherited from Italy were vital to the employment prospects of newly 
arrived Italians looking for cane cutting work in North Queensland.  Despite this, any 
understanding of the social networks formed between Italians must take into account its socio-
economic context and the inequality that existed amongst Italians.110 Dimitria Giorgas may write 
on shared ethnicity as providing a sense of solidarity amongst immigrants which provides them and 
their children with protection from discrimination by the host society, representing  ‘a strategy 
which provides moral support in an antagonistic environment,’ but, whilst not completely untrue, 
classifications of ethnicity as a form of identity such as this are too generalised.111 Italian solidarity 
and ethnic connection were helpful to newly arrived Italians looking for work, however, their 
position within their Italian community was never stagnant, instead developing as their socio-
economic situation changed.  By 1920 then, for many long term and successful Italian farmers, 
their position had more connection to other successful farmers and business men in the Anglo-
Australian community then it did to newly arrived Italians struggling to make money as cane 
cutters.112 This should not be seen as contradictory to the growth in Italian nationalism as already 
mentioned above, that was also an aspect arising directly from the consequences of World War I.  
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Italians may have celebrated their identity as Italians, participating in national celebrations together, 
but this does not in turn blur the class differences that existed within communities.  Crucially, at 
this stage, Italian clubs like the Dante Alighieri of Babinda had no particular class or political basis, 
although this was to change through the 1920s, especially with the formation of the Fasci after 
1929. 
Reports of Italian farmers exploiting newly arrived Italian workers, whose willingness for 
any kind of work saw them readily labour outside of the conditions set by the state award, 
demonstrate a class based disconnection that overrode any form of ethnic solidarity.113 Cases such 
as this might not have been prominent, but what can also be seen from the early 1920s is the 
organisation of Italian farming associations such as the Italian Co-operative Company Ltd formed 
by Celestino Capra, Frank Cantamessa and other established cane farmers in Ingham in 1921.  The 
organisation with a capital of £10000 pounds was to a certain degree shaped by ethnicity in the 
sense that it was formed to pursue Italian interests.  However, its members were all established 
farmers and its aim was to assist in the purchasing of farming equipment and to increase members’ 
profits through the wholesale business.  Such financial aims were targeted only to a certain class of 
Italians, not for Italians in general.114 As Cantamessa explained later of such organisations, they 
looked after cane growers’ affairs, not Italian interests.115 Other Italians in the area were 
developing their political interests beyond Italian concerns, with Italian long time resident F. 
Castrastellero running in the local authorities’ election of the Herbert River district in 1921.116 
Political and business interests pursued by long standing Italian leaders demonstrate the 
developing socio-economic growth of certain sections of the Italian population and a subsequent 
progression of interest in areas relating to their particular concerns, areas that may have had little 
connection to ethnicity.  For Italian workers, divergent interests saw them begin to look at political 
groups that would defend their particular needs.  The Australian Workers Union (AWU) was 
considerably anti-Italian, concerned by the fact that Italian workers did not confine their labour to 
the working hours set by the union and were prepared to accept lower wages than Australian cane 
cutters.  The AWU’s anti-Italian stance consequently prompted other labour organisations’ attempts 
to organise amongst the Italian workers, promising to provide the representation that the AWU was 
reluctant to give.  From 1918 concerns were raised as the radical International Workers of the 
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World (IWW) began attempts to establish a presence in North Queensland.  In 1918 an Italian 
agitator was arrested after touring through North Queensland on an IWW mission to lecture to 
Italian workers in the area.117 In 1919 it was also reported that the IWW was present in Innisfail.118 
The presence of Anarchist, Communist and anti-Fascist forces would have a considerable 
impact on the Italian population in North Queensland during the 1920s and would significantly 
affect the growth of Fascist support in the region after 1922.  What is evident is the importance of 
class divergence that was accentuated after World War I.  Long standing members of the Italian 
community formed co-operatives to enhance their financial gains and expanded their interests 
which specifically related to their socio-economic situation, while Italian workers had particularly 
different concerns which encouraged association with political groups such as the IWW.  These 
issues relating to socio-economic separation within Italian communities are vital in relation to 
Fascism’s subsequent impact after 1922 and the way in which certain Italians either promoted or 
fought against the ideology.  
 Overall, in understanding the impact of Fascism on Queensland’s various Italian 
communities, the consequences of World War I are essential elements.  Attempts by Fascist leaders 
to encourage support for their ideology amongst Queensland’s Italians after 1922 would alter these 
Italian communities, but the continuity of the Italian populations’ development is fundamental to 
comprehend how and why these changes occurred.  It is in this sense why the close analysis of 
World War I and its effects is so important.  The war did not completely alter the development of 
Italian communities in Queensland, increases in population, permanency and class divergence were 
taking place before 1914, but the war served to accelerate and accentuate this community evolution, 
providing a unique context for its growth.  The consequences: increasing Italian nationalism, the 
rise of anti-Italian groups such as the RSSILA and augmentation of class distinction are imperative 
to the shape of Queensland’s Italian communities entering the 1920s and would consequently affect 
the impact and acceptance of Fascism in the state following Mussolini’s ascension to power in Italy 
in 1922.     
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CHAPTER TWO  
The advent of the Fascist government in Italy and its early impact on 
Queensland Italians, 1922-1930. 
 
The Fascisti branch would have no other ideals than to keep the Italians in touch with the ideals of the mother 
country and foster in every legitimate way the interests of Italy in Australia.1
*** 
Do not forget, Italians, the country which has given us our common birth – the country not only of sunshine 
and of love, but also the country of sacrifice and glory.2
*** 
Thousands of young men who during the war and later in the conflicts with Bolshevism, have had their spirits 
tempered to struggle, are scattered in every part of the world; faithful adherents of Fascism, but at the same 
time willing and ready to respect and loyally observe the laws and traditions of the particular country under 
whose flag they are residing.3
This chapter deals with the first phase of Fascist rule in Italy from 1922 to 1929 and the way 
in which the Italian Fascist party’s (PNF) policies towards Italian communities abroad affected 
Queensland’s Italian population.  In this consideration it is vital to note that political events in Italy 
and the context of Italian life in Queensland worked together to shape the impact of Fascist politics 
within the state.  As set out in the introduction, the PNF enacted official policy in regards to 
promoting the regime amongst overseas Italian communities, but the shape these policies took in 
Queensland and their success were in turn constructed through the socio-economic context of 
Italian life in the state as well as by the work of individual Italians in promoting or opposing the 
Fascist regime’s actions.  Furthermore, the policies of the PNF in regards to the promotion of 
Fascism abroad and what they hoped to achieve through this strategy changed throughout the 
1920s, a process that would also have an effect on the nature of Italian Fascism throughout 
Australia.   
As noted previously, the advent of World War I had generated significant developments 
within Queensland’s Italian population of the state, which at this stage was overwhelmingly centred 
in the northern cane districts.  An increasing sense of Italian nationalism, as witnessed in the 
creation of the Babinda Italian Club and its national day celebrations, growing class divergence and 
mounting anti-Italian antagonism within certain elements of the Anglo-Australian population were 
aspects resulting both directly and indirectly from the unique event of WWI.  This would shape the 
 
1 Italo-Australian discussing possibility of Fascist organisations being established in Australia, 31 March 1923. (Article 
printed in English.) 
2 Italian Vice Consul Pascale speaking to Italians in Ingham.  Italo-Australian, 28 January 1928. (Article printed in 
English.) 
3 Vice Consul Pascale speaking to Townsville Rotary Club.  Italo-Australian, 16 November 1927. (Article printed in 
English.) 
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varied reactions of Italians in the state to the attempts by the Italian Fascist party to promote their 
ideology within the Queensland Italian population.   
This chapter will investigate the policies of the Fascist party in regards to Italian 
communities abroad, how they were implemented in Australia, what the effect on the Queensland 
Italian population was from 1922 to 1929 and how the context of Italian life in the state during the 
1920s shaped the Fascist impact.  Through this analysis it can be seen that whilst Fascism was 
initially viewed with some antagonism within the state’s Italian communities, due to circumstances 
both in Italy and Queensland, by the end of the 1920s Fascism was beginning to establish its 
influence within the Italian population.  Such an argument, however, should not be understood as a 
claim that Fascist support could be regarded as anything nearing a consensus nor was the ideology’s 
impact substantial for the majority of Italians in Queensland. 
The 1920s was a time of considerable upheaval for the Italians of Queensland.  Significant 
increases in its population, mounting newspaper focus on the growing numbers of Italians in the 
state, government inquiries, parliamentary debates on Italian immigration and the augmentation of 
Italian clubs and national societies were all significant elements affecting Queensland Italian 
communities during this decade.  Adding to these developments was the work of the Italian Fascist 
party as it tried to establish a presence within the Italian population.  Thus the period between 1922 
and 1929 is essential in comprehending the impact of Fascism within Queensland.  As William 
Douglass wrote, in the 1920s ‘a battle raged in North Queensland between Fascists and anti-
Fascists,’ and the subsequent results of this conflict would in turn define the growing influence of 
the Italian Fascist party within Queensland’s Italian communities during the 1930s.4
The Italian population of Queensland experienced a considerable increase in the early 
1920s.  Whilst the numbers of Italians in Queensland had been growing steadily through the 
previous twenty years, 1922 witnessed a significant jump in the number of Italian arrivals.  While 
only 1468 Italians had migrated to Australia in 1921, 4226 arrived in 1922.  Between 1922 and 
1925 4054 Italians arrived in Queensland, double the number of Italians residing in the state in 
1921.5 Two-thirds of these new migrants located themselves in the northern cane districts.  The 
expansion of the Italian population attracted the attention of the Queensland press which 
increasingly focused on the substantial numbers of Italian arrivals making their way to the northern 
areas.  The Brisbane Courier reported on 14 February 1922 on the ‘Italian Invasion,’ writing that 
‘so many Italians have secured a competency by their labours in the sugar cane districts that 
 
4 W. A. Douglass, From Italy to Ingham: Italians in North Queensland (Brisbane: University of Queensland Press, 
1995), 212. 
5 W. D. Borrie, Italians and Germans in Australia: A Study of Assimilation (Melbourne: F. W. Chesire, 1954), 54. 
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Queensland has become almost a house hold word in numerous parts of Italy.’6 Special 
correspondents were sent north to assess the situation, such as W. F. Leighton Bailey of the 
Evenings News who told the Brisbane Courier that ‘the Italian settlements are rapidly 
increasing…they [The Italians] work like the blazes, soon become shareholders in the cane farms, 
and constitute a strong competitor against the white man.’7 On 7 June 1922 the Northern Herald 
reported on both the arrival of 220 Italians at Townsville on the steamer Moncalieri as well as 
eighty-two Italians who had embarked in Sydney and were immediately heading to Queensland’s 
sugar districts.8
The situation drew the attention of the Italian government.  In April 1922 Consul-General 
Grossardi travelled to North Queensland, supporting the increase in Italian emigrants in the area 
and talking to recent arrivals about their situation.9 Later in the same year the Italian government 
appointed Dr Giovanni Dell’Oro as Inspector of the Italian Commission of Immigration to report 
on the conditions of Italian immigrants in Australia.10 In September Dell’Oro made his way to 
North Queensland, meeting with Italian residents, ascertaining the state of affairs for Italians in the 
region and assuring British Australians that the Italian government was giving no encouragement to 
the large numbers of Italians choosing to settle in North Queensland.11 
Dell’Oro’s visit in September 1922 was, however, to be of little consequence as on 28 
October the Fascists swept to power in Italy and ushered in a new era for Italian politics.  The 
PNF’s policies regarding Italians abroad were a considerable departure from that of the previous 
government’s.  At a meeting in Rome on 14 August 1922 the Italian Fascist party, with the 
prompting of Dino Grandi and Italo Balbo, had decided to institute the Fasci Italiani All’estero.12 
The move, as with other aspects relating to the transformation of the Fascists from a somewhat 
disorganised and violent movement to a more structured political party, was a reaction to events 
that had occurred spontaneously and which they now were attempting to bring under their 
 
6 Brisbane Courier, 14 February 1922.  
7 Brisbane Courier, 13 June 1922. 
8 Northern Herald, 7 June 1922. 
9 Brisbane Courier, 6 April 1922. 
10 Northern Herald, 12 July 1922. 
11 Herbert River Express, 17 July 1922; 7 September 1922; Brisbane Courier, 12 August 1922; Italo-Australian, 9
August 1922. (own translation) 
12 E. Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero.  The 'Foreign Policy' of the Fascist Party," in Fascism Outside Europe: The 
European Impulse against Domestic Conditions in the Diffusion of Global Fascism, ed. S. U. Larsen (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 2001), 97. 
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centralised authority.13 The initial Fasci abroad had arisen of their own accord as the Fascists had 
become a prominent force in Italian politics during the early 1920s, with the first being established 
in London by the Professor of Literature at the University of London Camillo Pellizzi in 1921.14 
According to Claudia Baldoli, the ‘main purpose of the London Fascio was to appear to the Italian 
community as the defender of Italian traditions.’15 However, at this early stage Pellizzi found the 
London Italian community somewhat unenthused by this new political movement and by October 
1922 the Fascio had barely thirty members.16 Following the establishment of the London Fascio a 
number of overseas Fascist associations subsequently arose in a variety of countries outside of 
Italy.  Despite Mussolini’s claims in May 1921 that the ‘opening of branches on the other side of 
the Atlantic realised a fundamental part of the Fascist platform,’ it was only after these overseas 
Fasci had appeared that Bottai argued for the creation of a special organisation that would 
specifically attend to the Fascist party’s cells abroad.17 Despite Bottai’s work, until their ascension 
to power the Fascist focus was overwhelmingly concentrated on the political situation in Italy and 
the formal structure and actual aims of the Fasci All’estero remained incomplete.  With the March 
on Rome and the Fascists’ success, however, the Fasci abroad began to increase, quickly prompting 
the party to formalise the role and structure of the Fasci All’estero and placing a young deputy 
secretary of the PNF Giuseppe Bastianini in charge of the organisation.18 
The Fascists first move was to appoint Fascist delegates to capitals in foreign countries 
where the Italian population was substantial and to institute instructions on specifically what type 
of Italians would be allowed to join the Fascist associations.  The Fasci were no longer to be 
autonomous, but would instead have to defer to the delegate in their region before taking any 
action.  They were instructed to avoid involvement in domestic politics and to ‘cultivate a new 
“Italianess of Fascism.”’19 
13 J. S. Cohen, "Was Italian Fascism a Developmental Dictatorship?  Some Evidence to the Contrary," The Economic 
History Review 41, no. 1 (1988): 96; S. G. Payne, A History of Fascism, 1914-1945 (Wisconsin: University of 
Wisconsin Press, 1995), 110-111; E. Gentile, “The Problem of the Party in Italian Fascism,” Journal of Contemporary 
History 19, no. 2 (April 1984): 251. 
14 C. Baldoli, Exporting Fascism: Italian Fascists and Britain's Italians in the 1930s (Oxford: Berg, 2003), 10; Luca De 
Caprariis, "‘Fascism for Export'?  The Rise and Eclipse of the Fasci Italiani All'estero," Journal of Contemporary 
History 35, no. 2 (2000): 152. 
15 Baldoli, Exporting Fascism: Italian Fascists and Britain's Italians in the 1930s, 7. 
16 De Caprariis, "‘Fascism for Export’?," 152. 
17 De Caprariis, "‘Fascism for Export’?," 152; Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero," 98; Roberto Vivarelli, 
"Interpretations of the Origins of Fascism," The Journal of Modern History 63, no. 1 (1991): 29. 
18 De Caprariis, "‘Fascism for Export’?," 154; Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero," 100. 
19 Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero," 98. 
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Bastianini’s initial program for the Fasci abroad was quite radical.  Instead of simply being 
Italian nationalist societies, Bastianini envisioned the Fasci as a vanguard of an international 
movement that would continue the Fascist revolution beyond Italy’s boundaries.20 The Fasci, under 
the direction of the Fasci All’estero, would work to support Fascism amongst Italian communities 
abroad who would then act as ‘missionaries’ of the ideology, promoting and defending the Fascist 
regime in foreign countries.  Bastianini also argued that the Fasci All’estero should be the sole 
representative of Italians abroad.  He had the previous governments’ organisation Lega Italiana per 
gli Interessi Nazio’nale All’estero abolished and with this pushed for complete control of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs, arguing that Italian diplomats should have to follow the guidance of 
the Fasci All’estero who would direct their action as the leading official organisation for Italians 
abroad.21 His proposals were strongly opposed by the Department for Foreign Affairs who resisted 
Bastianini’s attempts to place them under the Fasci All’estero’s control and who were wary of 
promoting Fascism abroad fearing the adverse reaction foreign countries could have to the 
establishment of Italian Fascist groups which had direct political aims.22 This clash between the 
diplomatic corps and Bastianini would directly impact on the nature of the Fasci All’estero and the 
aims of the Fasci abroad throughout the 1920s.     
By mid-1923 there were nearly forty listed Fasci in North America and in the same year the 
Fascist Central Council was organised to co-ordinate the activities of the North American Italian 
Fascist organisations.23 The Fasci were instructed to,  
 
aim at the sole purpose of making the Fatherland strong and powerful from an 
economic and political standpoint, drawing all implied advantages from the Italian 
victory in the World War, and asserting the national prestige among the strangers 
in the midst of whom we live.  Therefore, they must carry to the highest possible 
level the culture and the feelings of Italianism among the masses of the emigrants, 
making the use of every means which the circumstances and the environment 
suggest and allow.24 
20 De Caprariis, "‘Fascism for Export’?," 167. 
21 Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero," 109. 
22 Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero," 105-07. 
23 A. Cassels, "Fascism for Export: Italy and the United States in the Twenties," The American Historical Review 69, 
no. 3 (1964): 707; G. Salvemini, Italian Fascist Activities in the United States, ed. P. V. Cannistraro (New York: Center 
for Migration Studies, 1977), 14. 
24 Salvemini, Italian Fascist Activities in the United States, 14. 
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A Fascio was established in Buenos Aires in 1922 and the number of Fasci also increased 
considerably in Brazil between 1922 and 1924.25 Beyond the Fasci, the United States also featured 
a number of Italian associations loyal to the Fascist regime and active in disseminating propaganda 
to their members.  Importantly, the most established and respected Italian national club, Sons of 
Italy, pledged its loyalty to the Fascist regime.  With over 160 000 members the Sons of Italy 
provided a significant outlet for Fascist propaganda and the ability to reach large numbers of the 
United States’ Italian population.26 The popular Dante Alighieri societies had also become 
immersed with the Fascists and while ostensibly an organisation for the promotion of the Italian 
language and culture they were a noteworthy group in promoting the work of the Fascist regime to 
Italians who were not politically motivated enough to consider joining the Fasci.27 The regime, by 
broadcasting its message through the Fasci as well as other cultural and social Italian organisations, 
established a base through which to build support in Italian communities abroad.  
Despite the abovementioned activities and the fact that there were at least 150 Fascist 
branches opened abroad by 1923, not one existed in Australia at this time.28 This is not to say that 
events in Italy had had no effect on the Italian population in Australia.  On 9 August 1922 a new 
Italian newspaper, the Italo-Australian, was established.  Owned by Francesco Lubrano and edited 
by Antonio Folli, Cresciani describes it as one of the principal channels ‘through which Fascism 
was made known to Italians in Australia.’29 Significantly the paper was pro-Fascist and attempted 
to educate Australia’s Italians on the positive nature of this emerging political force in Italy, as was 
shown in their very first article where the Fascists were described as,  
 
An organisation very similar to the Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ Imperial 
League and the ‘Fascisti’ are really the political branch of the said organisation.  
 
25 De Caprariis, "‘Fascism for Export’?," 158; R. C. Newton, "Ducini, Prominenti, Antifascisti: Italian Fascism and the 
Italo-Argentine Collectivity, 1922-1945," The Americas 51, no. 1 (1994): 46. 
26 The Sons of Italy’s nationalist ideals asserted from 1905 were closely aligned with those propagated by the PNF and 
the merging of Fascism as the defender of Italian nationalism within the Sons of Italy institution took place in 1922 and 
was announced by their leader Giovanni Di Silvestro after the PNF came to power.  See: Salvemini, Italian Fascist 
Activities in the United States, 5-12. 
27 C. Baldoli, Exporting Fascism: Italian Fascists and Britain's Italians in the 1930s, 14; Diggins, Mussolini and 
Fascism: The View from America (New Jersey: Princeton University Press, 1972), 95. 
28 Italo-Australian, 27 October 1923. (own translation) 
29 Frank Lubrano was managing director of a shipping and general trading company.  In 1922 he travelled back to Italy 
and on return gave glowing reports on the changes the Fascists had implemented.  He saw a revival in industry and 
Italian employment as well as a resurrection of Italian patriotism.  Gianfranco Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and 
Italians in Australia. 1922-1945 (Canberra: Australian National University Press, 1980), 6; News article, 4 February 
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Many have been the services rendered to our country by the ‘Fascisti’ who do not 
as our contemporary states, employ hired bravoes, but risk their own lives in 
fighting anything that might endanger the properly constituted Government…We 
will admit that the ‘Fascisti’ are against any Communist organisations, but so is 
the Australian Labor Party, if we have to believe its leaders, who would certainly 
not admit being reactionary.30 
Through the early 1920s the paper printed a variety of articles that explained Fascism as a positive 
force of regeneration for Italy and proclaimed Mussolini as a great leader, writing for instance, 
‘Fascismo means unity of effort and its symbol is represented by a bundle (Fascio) of rods, firmly 
together and holding in their midst a Roman axe, symbol of action…now the life blood of the 
nation is flowing freely and joyfully along the arteries of a renovating Italy.’31 Mussolini was 
described as ‘the Chief whom all who love justice and liberty should respect.  Mussolini is the 
greatest Italian after Garibaldi.’32 It was not only the Italian press in Australia that celebrated the 
success of the Fascists: the Brisbane Courier commended the Fascists coming to power in Italy as a 
victory over Bolshevism, which, through ‘its red terrorism had made life unendurable for the 
populations of Ancona, Ravenna, Milan, Genoa and Rome.’  The Fascists, according to the paper, 
‘loyal to the throne and to the nationalism of which the King is the symbol…has cast off the 
anarchy that has been destroying her [Italy] national life as men shake off a snake.’33 
The positive view of the Fascists as an anti-Communist nationalist group saving Italy from 
anarchy and now intent on showing ‘that the Light of Rome, though clouded at times still shines 
over the world,’ evidently had an influence on some Australian Italians.34 In 1923 the Australian 
newspaper Truth claimed that a Fascist branch had been opened in Sydney.  The Italo-Australian 
refuted the claim, vaguely alluding to ‘a certain circular, which was printed some months ago, at 
the expense of a certain young Italian enthusiast, who had no authority from anybody to do so.’35 
No such organisation in Sydney did exist but the Italo-Australian argued that it was common 
knowledge that ‘Mussolini would like to see a branch of the Fascisti association formed in every 
country where Italians are residing’ and the paper was ‘aware that some persons desire to put 
Mussolini’s wish into practice but we are not aware that by so doing they have in any way 
transgressed the laws of hospitality.’  It explained that ‘the Fascist branch would have no ideals 
 
30 Italo-Australian, 9 August 1922. (Article printed in English.) 
31 Italo-Australian, 9 June 1923. (Article printed in English.) 
32 Italo-Australian, 27 October 1923. (Article printed in English.)  
33 Brisbane Courier, 2 November 1922.  The Northern Herald also ran positive stories on the Fascists, explaining to the 
Australian public that they were ‘the reaction of common sense against Bolshevism…The very name of Fascism 
suggests a disciplinary force, reminiscent of the ancient Roman Lictors.’ See: Northern Herald, 3 January 1923.  
34 Italo-Australian, 9 June 1923. (own translation)  
35 Italo-Australian, 30 June 1923. (Article printed in English.) 
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other than to keep the Italians in touch with the ideals of the mother country and foster in every 
legitimate way the interests of Italy in Australia.’36 
This early attempt to establish a Fascio in Sydney never eventuated but in 1924 the Italian 
government announced the arrival of Virgilio Lancelotti as Commissioner of Immigration to report 
on the situation for Italians in Australia.37 He stayed in Australia for ten months and on his return 
reported personally to Mussolini.  The results were the establishment of vice-consulates in Sydney, 
Brisbane, Perth and Townsville between 1925 and 1927.38 During his stay Lancelotti had been 
appointed Delegate for Australia of the Fasci All’estero and was asked to nominate Fascist trustees 
in Australia’s states.39 Returning to Australia at the beginning of 1926 he actively sought to 
establish Fascist organisations in Australia and by 1929 there were Fasci in Melbourne, Perth, 
Sydney, Adelaide and Port Pirie.40 
The initiatives of the PNF in Australia through Lancelotti and the establishment of various 
Fasci throughout the country were met, however, with considerable opposition in Queensland, 
specifically in the north which was the centre of Italian anti-Fascist and Communist political action 
throughout the 1920s.  This statement, however, requires some quantification.  It is vital to be wary 
of exaggerating Italian political activity.  Whilst an important aspect of Italian life in Queensland 
before World War II, Italian politics were not the main concern for the majority of Italian 
immigrants struggling to make a life in this new country.41 The long hours and laborious nature of 
the work associated with cane farming meant Italian politics would have been a minor concern for 
many Italians in Queensland.  Italian cane cutters living in barracks on farming properties, for 
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37 Herbert River Express, 30 January 1925. 
38 Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 11. 
39 Lancellotti letter to Giuseppe Amerio, June 1925, National Australian Archives, Herafter: NAA, Adelaide, SS38 
Amerio, Giuseppe – re. appointment as Italian Consul, Adelaide [includes many other papers concerning the activities 
of Amerio].  
40 Women’s Fascist groups also began to emerge, with Fasci Femminili formed in Sydney and Melbourne in 1927, in 
Adelaide in 1928 and in Port Pirie in 1929.  See: Quarterly Census forms for 1926 and 1927 of Adelaide Fascio, 
Lancellotti letter to Amerio, 26 September 1928; Letter by Lancelotti to Amerio, 29 May 1929, SS38; D. O’Connor, No 
Need to be Afraid: Italian Settlers in South Australia between 1839 and the Second World War (Adelaide: Wakefield 
Press, 1996), 146.  D. O’Connor, "Outsiders No More: The Establishment of the Italian Community in Port Pirie, South 
Australia," in Scandinavian and European Migration to Australia and New Zealand: Conference Proceedings, eds. O. 
Koivukangas and C. Westin (Turku: Institute of Migration, 1998), 163; L. Palombo, "The Fasci Femminili in Australia:  
Re-Imagining the Past Creating the Future," in In Search of the Italian Australian into the Next Millenium: Conference 
Proceedings, eds. P. Genovesi, W. Musolino, I. Martinuzzi-O’Brien, M. Pallotta-Chiarolli and M. Genovesi (Victoria: 
Grow Set Pty Ltd, 2000), 577. 
41 P. R. Wilson, Immigrants and Politics (Canberra: Australian National University Press, 1973), 18. 
63
instance, would work twelve to thirteen hours a day seven days a week leaving little time for any 
sort of political activity. 42 As Italian farmer Orazio Corsaro wrote, ‘all my interest was in the farm 
and Fascist and Communist ideas would not have fertilised nor manured my cane fields.’43 
Within any migrant population those engaged in core transnational political action are 
usually in the minority.44 It may be true that many Italians would come to view the Fascist regime 
in a positive light, albeit in a manner bearing more resemblance to Italian nationalism than a strong 
ideological belief that involved, for example, taking out Fascist membership, agitating for a similar 
political system in Australia or actively fighting anti-Fascists.  However, how many Italians were 
true ‘Fascists’ or ‘anti-Fascists’ is impossible to quantify, and Italians involved in political 
activities for either side were arguably in a minority of the state’s population.  Instead, a more 
helpful way of approaching the question is to understand that many Italians accepted the benefits of 
the Fascist regime, such as the enhanced role of Italian diplomatic representatives in the defence of 
Italian rights and increased organisation of Italian social activities and cultural events that 
celebrated an alleged Italian identity, while ignoring more overt Fascist political rhetoric.  
Furthermore, as the Italian Fascist party established itself more thoroughly in Queensland and 
Australia as a whole, it was in turn able to increase its surveillance on Italian immigrants and its 
ability to restrict immigration or business opportunities for those Italians seen to be anti-Fascist.  
This was important in gaining Fascist strength in areas of Italian settlement and cannot be 
discounted.  Thus the understanding of consensus and popular support is more complex than a 
dichotomy that categorises Italians as either opponents or supporters of the PNF.  As the Fascists’ 
activities were taking place in a foreign country, the Fascists could not exert as much control over 
the population as they could in Italy and their power varied in differing areas.  In the places where 
they had a strong Fascio such as Brisbane and Babinda, and to some extent Innisfail, Fascist control 
could be substantial.  There is no doubt that popular support existed, especially as a form of 
nationalism, but political adherence and the fear of being branded anti-Fascist co-existed and 
cannot be readily separated.  In this sense, most Italians in Queensland could be understood as not 
politically active, but instead as adapting their lives to the political situation that was current, taking 
 
42 In her interview with Diane Menghetti, Mrs Roveda, an Italian immigrant to North Queensland, claimed that in 
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advantage of those aspects beneficial to themselves and avoiding those elements which would 
prove problematic.   
The ability of a particular political party or movement to impose its strength through the 
control of Italian community institutions as well as the use of violence or intimidation is thus a key 
element in the study of Italian life in Queensland before 1945.  This aspect is best measured by 
investigating which Italian groups controlled social clubs, cultural events, and political activities 
within Italian communities at varying times.  As Ruth Liepins asserts, such control over events and 
participation signal the power relations within a community.45 This understanding provides a 
sound theoretical basis beyond simple binary opposites addressing Fascism and anti-Fascism and 
whether the majority of Italians supported one side or the other, but rather focuses on community 
control, the ways in which opposing political sides asserted power in their communities and how 
the majority of Italians both created and were directed by these political circumstances. 
 Given this theoretical direction, it is possible to say that North Queensland in the early 
1920s was predominately anti-Fascist.  The only Italian club in North Queensland at the time of the 
PNF’s ascent to power, the Dante Alighieri of Babinda, had reacted to the political upheaval in 
Italy by starting a relief fund to help workers and their families who had been victims of Fascist 
violence in 1922.46 Such an activity did not signal a change of direction for the national club, but 
suggests how the Fascist actions in Italy were comprehended amongst Italians within the area.  
More dramatically, anti-Fascist violence in Ingham and Halifax clearly demonstrated the strength 
of the anti-Fascist position for anyone accused of being a Fascist supporter at this stage.  In 
February 1925 an Italian immigrant to Ingham was chased by a ‘mob aggregating anything from 
100 to 150’ of fellow countrymen as he ‘was a Fascist supporter and some charge was levied 
against him by those who knew him in Italy.’47 Later that night an even more serious incident took 
place in nearby Halifax when a recently arrived Italian immigrant was approached by several 
Italians at the town’s picture theatre ‘who ordered him to drink a bottle of [castor] oil in retaliation, 
it is said, for something which his party is alleged to have done in Italy.  On refusing they 
immediately attacked him with their fists.’48 Attempting to escape, the man was surrounded by a 
crowd of over 300 Italians and only the intervention of a local policeman saved him from serious 
harm.  The local paper reported that ‘the Fascist got badly cut about the face, and although he 
received no further injuries, he can probably consider himself a lucky man to be alive and has 
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Constable McIvor to thank for his timely intervention.’49 In May an Italian appeared at the Ingham 
court charged with again attacking supposed Fascist supporters with ‘the Castor Oil form of 
punishment’.  The magistrate on passing sentence ‘stressed the fact that Italian political troubles 
and grievances must not be ventilated in Queensland.’50 Meanwhile, in the same month a similar 
occurrence (with anti-Fascists forcing an accused Fascist supporter to ‘drink a bottle of castor oil by 
way of punishment’) was also reported in Innisfail.51 
As can be seen, anti-Fascist forces were particulary strong in the northern cane districts in 
Queensland during the early part of the 1920s.  Was this situation, however, unique to the region?  
In part it was not.  Giuseppe Amerio, who was appointed Fascist Trustee for South Australia in 
1925, wrote that ‘the most difficult time for the Fascists in Adelaide and in other parts of Australia 
was from 1924 to 1927.’52 Amerio faced considerable opposition when he began the Fascio in 
1925 and it took until 1927 to attract twenty five members.  He claimed that on arriving in Adelaide 
in 1925 he never went to Italian boarding houses in the region unarmed and was under constant 
threat from anti-Fascists and that in 1926 Fascist supporter Giuseppe Catalano had part of his 
residence at Broken Hill blown up by a bomb planted by Italian anti-Fascist supporters.5354 
However, it appears that anti-Fascist strength was at its height in North Queensland, with even the 
pro-Fascist Australian based Italian newspaper Italo-Australian reporting in 1925 that ‘the fact is 
that almost all Italians in North Queensland are bitter and irreconcilable enemies of Fascism.’55 
There were various reasons for the strength of anti-Fascist support in Queensland’s north 
amongst the Italian population at this time.  Diane Menghetti cites chain migration that brought 
friends and relatives from the same region in Italy to settle in distinct areas of North Queensland as 
an important factor.  Those from the provinces of Vicenza, Treviso and Belluno were 
overwhelmingly anti-Fascist, and as they settled together in the small towns of North Queensland 
found themselves connected by political as well as regional ties.56 Chain migration has been shown 
as a particularly important factor in shaping the development of communities in the emigrant 
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destination.57 Italians from places such as Vicenza originally settled in groups based on kinship 
ties, a factor in maintaining their anti-Fascist beliefs.  Gradually through contact with Italians from 
other regions who had shared experiences and political outlooks, co-operation between anti-
Fascists was able to grow and flourish in a way that would have been impossible in Italy.  
Furthermore, it could be argued that the political upheaval which forced many Italians to leave their 
country had encouraged resentment against the Fascist party amongst those arriving in Australia.  
Various stories from Italian immigrants coming to the region at this time give weight to this 
assertion.  Mrs Roveda, an Italian immigrant in the 1920s, stated that her father came to 
Queensland in 1921 because he was a Socialist in his town of Calzano and other Socialists in the 
town had been killed by the Fascists; thus her father thought it better to leave the country.58 Elvio 
Meoli and his partner, as a further example, left Italy after the Fascist party took away his licence 
for the tavern he was running because he refused to become a member of the party after November 
1922.59 Much has been written asserting that it was the United States’ restrictions on Southern 
European immigration in 1921 that was the primary aspect in the massive increase of Italian 
immigration to Australia, but as Templeton points out this reasoning is somewhat flawed.  The fact 
is that the majority of Australia’s Italian migrants came from areas in Italy which differed from 
those of the Italians who migrated to the United States.60 Templeton instead highlights increased 
chain migration driven by Italian success in the cane industry of North Queensland combined with 
political turmoil in Italy during the early 1920s as the significant factors in the increase in Italian 
migration to the southern continent, with the United States’ restrictions only playing a secondary 
role.  The figures following the American restrictions of 1921 back up Templeton’s contentions.  
Immigration to the United States had been predominately from Italy’s south, but in 1923 Father 
Mambrini, an Italian priest working in North Queensland, conducted a census on Italians living in 
Ingham, finding that of the 1902 Italians living in the town with whom he was able to get in 
contact, only 381 were Sicilians and 1469 from the northern districts of Italy.61 Sicilian 
immigration only began to increase in 1926, some five years after the United States’ restrictions 
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and was mainly from the eastern part of Sicily, not the western or southern areas that had supplied 
the majority of Sicilians who had left for America.62 Fascist violence and the political uncertainty 
in Italy following the Fascists coming to power in 1922 was arguably a strong factor in increasing 
Italian immigration to Australia from that year onwards and was a significant aspect in explaining 
the strength of anti-Fascist feeling amongst North Queensland’s Italians.   
Enhancing support for anti-Fascist groups such as the Communists was class divergence 
accentuated by the numbers of Italians arriving in the north during the early 1920s and the political 
situation relevant to the area.  As discussed in the previous chapter, shared ethnicity did not 
necessarily provide protection for Italian workers employed by established Italian cane farmers.  
Common nationality and the fact that the farmers had begun their lives in Queensland as cane 
cutters did not prevent the exploitation of Italian cane cutting labour by Italian cane farmers.63 
Newspaper reports from the area described Italians fined for breaches against the Sugar Field and 
Sugar Mill Workers and Cooks’ State Award.  The Northern Herald on 21 May 1924 reported on 
two Italian farmers who were both fined for providing unsatisfactory accommodation for their 
Italian workers, with one of the barracks described as a ‘cesspit’ and the other inadequately housing 
four men in one room without a bathroom or toilet.64 While Australian workers looked to the 
Australian Workers Union (AWU) for representation against such abuses, the AWU viewed the 
influx of Italians into North Queensland in a negative light.  In 1925 the AWU met with the 
Queensland Premier to demand the restriction of southern European immigrants that ‘were taking 
work from Queenslanders.’65 The union then refused to issue union tickets to newly arrived Italian 
immigrants in order to restrict their employment as cane cutters.  The presence of the Industrial 
Workers of the World organisation (IWW) amongst Italian workers has already been highlighted in 
the first chapter and the union’s actions had the effect of prompting Italians to seek protection 
amongst such radical groups.  In early 1926 at the Queensland delegates meeting of the AWU, a Mr 
Cook said that despite the success of the union’s stance on Italian immigration the problem was that 
the refusal to issue tickets was in turn enhancing the power of the Communist party in the area.  He 
reported that ‘he had met an individual who was organising an Italian workers’ sugar industry 
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union of North Queensland on behalf of the Communists’ and feared that the union could lose their 
hold on the sugar industry.66 The Sydney Morning Herald subsequently reported on the growing 
Communist influence amongst Italians.67 The support the Communists could gain by defending 
Italian rights when no other organisation was prepared to was understood and feared by other 
associations in the region, such as the Catholic Church, with Townville’s Bishop McGuire writing 
in the early 1930s that Catholic men should fight for Italian justice in the sugar industry as he was 
afraid ‘the Communists will do it and get the credit.’68 
Anti-Fascism had a particular strength in North Queensland.  Chain migration had ensured 
the settlement of anti-Fascist Italians in the area and this combined with the AWU’s anti-Italian 
stance and the prominence of the Communist Party in the north contributed to the presence of 
strong Italian anti-Fascist activity in this region.  In 1925 the first Australian anti-Fascist 
demonstrations were held in Halifax and in the following year the Comitato Antifascista 
dell’Herbert River was founded in Ingham.69 
Understanding the strength of the anti-Fascist movement in North Queensland in the 1920s 
rests, however, not only on those factors contingent on encouraging Italian support for the anti-
Fascist cause but also on those areas detrimental to the foundation of Fascist patronage in the 
region.  Not all Italians coming to North Queensland were anti-Fascist or held the Fascists in low 
regard.  Amongst the hundreds of Italians settling in North Queensland were people like Salvatore 
Moschella, Fascist supporter and member of the Italian Fascist party since 1923, Oscar Baldi, 
Italian returned soldier who had participated in the March on Rome, Aldo Signorini, Fascist party 
member in Italy since 1920 who had taken part in violence against anti-Fascist and Communist 
forces, and Carlo Trucano who believed that Fascism was essentially a movement against the 
Communist anarchy that he had witnessed in Turin during 1918 and 1919 where he personally saw 
two churches set fire to by Communists and had been attacked while taking part in a Corpus Christi 
procession.  The experiences had made Trucano a Fascist supporter in the sense that it was anti-
Communist, a political movement he feared was ‘against the Government and the King.’70 Even in 
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Halifax, where the anti-Fascists were particularly strong, support for the Fascists had a small public 
presence in the early 1920s.  At the Halifax Concert and Dance in October 1924 a Mrs Tardiani 
sang Giovinezza as part of the entertainment, the first recorded public singing of the Fascist 
national anthem in North Queensland, for which, it was reported, she ‘was warmly applauded.’71 
The Communist influence amongst Italian workers was also viewed with considerable concern by 
established Italian cane farmers who had no experience with Fascism in Italy, most having migrated 
to Australia before World War I.  Gino Gaspari, for example, who would later establish the 
Babinda Fascio, had settled in North Queensland in 1914 and was by the 1920s a farm owner and 
influential Italian.  He saw the Communist direction amongst Italian workers in Babinda as 
potentially harmful to his business and a power to be fought against, eventually coming to support 
Fascism as a means of nullifying Communist activity in Babinda.72 
Furthermore, anti-Italian antagonism prominent in the state should have provided a 
particularly strong context for the growth of Fascist support.  Philip Cannistraro, working on 
Fascism within the Italian American population before World War II, has highlighted the 
importance of anti-Italian antagonism to the support for the Fascist regime amongst Italian 
Americans.  He argues that racism within the American community against Italians created 
resentment and feelings of inferiority amongst Italians and in turn made them highly receptive to 
Fascist propaganda, focused as it was on the achievements of the new, powerful Italy emerging 
under the Fascist regime.73 
The growth of the Italian population in Queensland’s north throughout the 1920s was seen 
with some antagonism by a number of organisations in the region.  Whilst anti-Italian feeling was 
in part a consequence of increasing economic competition, the influx of southern Europeans within 
the context of an intensification of Australian nationalism following World War I saw the Italians 
constructed as a foreign threat to Australian workers and society.  In June 1922, for example, the 
Council of Eacham District Local Bodies wrote to the Federal government that it ‘views with grave 
concern the large influx of Italians, Greeks and Aliens into the Coastal areas north of Townsville, 
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believing such to be against the best interests of the Commonwealth.’74 Letters from members of 
the public were sent to the North Queensland press demanding that Italian immigration be stopped, 
with one writer urging ‘Australians wake up before Queensland is a Dago Country!’75 Patriotic 
organisations that had formed after World War I were the most prominent campaigners against 
Italian immigration.76 The 1924 conference of the New Settlers League, for example, passed a 
resolution that described Italian settlements in North Queensland as a ‘grave menace’ and 
demanded that first preference be given to British farm hands for employment in the sugar fields.77 
The strongest anti-Italian voice at this time was the Returned Sailors and Soldiers Imperial League 
of Australia (RSSILA).   
As discussed earlier, the RSSILA had formed as a consequence of World War I and was 
vocal in asserting the rights of Australian returned servicemen.  The augmentation of Italian 
immigration was believed by the Australian organisation to be detrimental to the employment of 
Australian returned servicemen.  The assertive nationalist rhetoric of the RSSILA against the 
backdrop of large numbers of southern Europeans arriving in North Queensland focused their 
antagonism against this immigrant group.  The RSSILA argued that non-British migration was a 
betrayal of the Australians who had fought for their country during the war, not only restricting 
returned soldiers from employment but also in the sense that the soldiers had fought to keep the 
nation ‘white’ only to see thousands of southern Europeans allowed to settle in Australia.78 In early 
1922 it was reported that at a meeting of the Brisbane sub-branch of the RSSILA,   
 
attention was called to the influx of Italian immigrants, objection being taken to 
these persons being allowed into the Commonwealth and given preferential 
treatment over British settlers…It was resolved to protest against the influx of 
other than Britishers into this country until such time as Australians have been 
repatriated and unemployment relieved.79 
At the organisation’s conference of delegates in January 1923 members spoke against their belief 
that  
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while British immigrants were submitted to strict scrutiny and tests, they [the 
Commonwealth government] were accepting foreigners by the thousands and it 
was not in the best interests of the country generally…Farmers in that district 
were also to blame as they welcomed Italians with open arms even though they 
could hardly speak a word of English.80 
Anti-Italian feeling reached its apex in 1925, the year in which Italian immigration to 
Australia peaked at 5182.  The numbers of these arrivals making their way to the northern cane 
fields was substantial, with 500 Italians arriving in Ingham in March alone.81 The increasing 
immigration focused newspaper attention on Italians in Queensland more intensely than at any other 
stage.  Throughout 1925 over ninety-six articles appeared in the Australian press concerning the 
‘Italian Question.’82 These included articles in support of Italian immigration, predominately in the 
Brisbane Courier. In one article the Brisbane paper argued, for example, that ‘to suggest, however, 
that the Italians are coloured, or that they belong to an inferior race, is so ridiculous that it need not 
be considered.’83 For the most part however, the Australian newspapers reported on the opposition 
to and problems caused by the Italian influx.  The Brisbane Courier stoked the fears of a massive 
Italian movement by reporting that 300 000 Italians were ready to come to Australia, the Sydney 
Labour Daily wrote of brawls between Italians and Australians in Innisfail and that the Australian 
government was readying the navy to go north at ‘a minute’s notice’ if racial riots occurred, whilst 
the vehemently anti-Italian Truth featured headlines such as ‘Scum of the Orient still Pouring in: 
Mediterranean Scoured for Human Freight to Make a Skipper’s Holiday: Parliamentary Artists Mix 
Various Pigments to Obtain Uniform Colour: Labour Organisations Awakening to Menace.’84 The 
article in question continued,  
 
in north Queensland they work right around the clock and gabble their own 
polyglot tongues…These importations are aliens to Australia in everything.  They 
do not understand our institutions and ideals.  Our politics to them is so much 
piffle; our ideas of personal liberty and personal rights mean nothing to them.  All 
they live for is work and money.  The only Australian thing they admire is our 
womenkind.  That they are prepared to debauch and degrade.85 
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The RSSILA continued its protests against Italian immigration claiming that in Innisfail ‘a 
Britisher had the greatest difficulty in getting accommodation there, and if he raised any objection 
against the treatment shown him, his life was threatened.’  At a meeting of the Brisbane Sub-
Branch a protest was sent to the Brisbane executive of the league ‘that the influx of southern 
Europeans was not in the best interests of Australia and was unfair to their deceased comrades and 
to the workers of the Commonwealth.’86 
The Queensland Labor premier of the time William Gillies responded to the increasing 
concern centred on Italian immigration by asserting that his government had to take action in 
response to the ‘unusually large numbers of migrants arriving here from Mediterranean ports.’  In 
April 1925 he appointed a Royal Commission to investigate and report on the increasing 
immigration of southern Europeans into Queensland and appointed Thomas Arthur Ferry to head 
the commission.  Whilst not alarmist, the report did call for a new method of Italian immigration to 
Australia as the present form was inadequate and allowed for unemployed Italians in Australia to 
nominate relatives or friends to join them without any guarantee of employment on arrival.87 Ferry 
also considered that, in respect to further immigration from southern Europe, only northern Italians 
should be allowed to migrate to Australia, with Greeks and southern Italians prohibited.88 Overall, 
he believed that Australia had to assert more control over foreign immigration as it appeared to him 
that the southern European influx was primarily driven by and controlled ‘by selfish and 
unscrupulous interests entirely outside Australia.’89 
Broader Italian interest in the problems faced by the Italian population of North Queensland 
was also increasing, with Italian journalist Filippo Sacchi travelling through the area in June 1925 
and reporting on the conditions of Italians for the Corriere D’America in the United States and the 
Corriere Della Sera in Italy.  In his articles he praised the Italians as pioneers and better farmers 
than British Australians, writing ‘I say that the Australian would never have achieved his result 
[considerable increase in sugar cultivation] and freed one of the most beautiful and richest regions 
of their country from the invasion of the coloured races without the collaboration of the Italian.’  
He also lambasted Australian newspaper claims that the current influx constituted an ‘Italian 
Invasion’ and criticised Australia’s lack of respect for Italy’s historical legacy.90 The PNF’s own 
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response to the Ferry report was to send the Inspector General of Italian Migration Dr Rostano to 
Queensland to discuss the situation with the state authorities.  On arriving in Australia Rostano 
sternly criticised the Australian press and stated that Italians were wary of migrating to Australia as 
‘they know too that the Australians insult them, that they do not like them to come here and that 
they call them black people.’  He also argued that Italian immigration to Australia would now slow 
naturally as the Fascists had pacified the country, ‘because of the strength of the government Italy 
is progressing steadily, industrially and economically.  We have killed every Communist germ.’91 
Thus the mid-1920s can be seen as a time of considerable pressure for the Italian 
communities of North Queensland.  Newspaper attention both within and without Australia, 
government reports and increased immigration restrictions focused on this growing population.  
The Ferry report had failed to quell opposition from the RSSILA and the AWU to Italian 
immigration and racial antagonism was still current.  Clashes between British Australians and 
Italians were reported in Mourilyan and Innisfail towards the end of 1925, both appearing to 
involve violent Italian retaliation to racist taunts.92 
As Belfiglio has written in respect to American Italians, Mussolini was able to exploit the 
widespread discrimination against Italians in the United States by appealing to the patriotism of 
Italians and stressing the concept that the Fascist party was the defender of Italian rights abroad and 
had made Italy a nation that Italians world wide could be proud of again.93 A similar situation is 
identifiable in respect to Queensland’s Italians, thus the potential for Fascist support was present in 
North Queensland even during the early 1920s.  So why did it take until the mid-1920s for the 
Fascists to make any inroads into the powerful presence of anti-Fascist forces amongst Italians in 
the area?  Italian feelings of resentment towards the prejudice of certain print outlets and Australian 
organisations play a significant role in explaining the appeal of Fascist nationalist propaganda.  
Receptiveness to the Fascist patriotic message, however, did not, by itself, advance the Fascist 
cause in Queensland.  Increased Italian consular representation in Queensland and the changing 
structure of the Fasci All’estero were just as important in supporting Fascism’s rising presence in 
the state after 1925. 
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The lack of consular representation in Queensland, along with the Consul General for Italy 
in Australia Antonio Grossardi’s initial wariness in establishing Fasci in Australia, meant there was 
no official push to establish any Fascist organisations in Queensland before 1925.  Grossardi had 
been appointed in 1920 and with the coming to power of the Fascists and the institution of the 
Fasci All’estero was wary of Bastianini’s attempts to subjugate the Italian diplomatic corps to his 
organisation and the Fasci abroad.94 Grossardi was accused in the Italo-Australian of being anti-
patriotic, of granting patronage to an Italian-Australian firm run by an Italian who had been actively 
anti-Italian conscription during World War I and of offending Australian officials by openly 
supporting the Australian Labor party.95 In 1925 Grossardi had to contend with Eustacchio Del 
Pin, then delegate for the Fasci in Australia, who had sent a report to the Fasci All’estero in Rome 
setting out Grossardi’s negative attitude towards Fascism in Australia.  The underlying factor in 
Grossardi’s refusal to support Del Pin was the fact Del Pin was a supporter of Bastianini’s view that 
the Fasci should oversee the conduct of Italian diplomats.  Grossardi’s support for Lancelotti and 
the establishment of Fasci in Australia only took place after Mussolini’s assurances to Grossardi 
that the Fasci would not be allowed to interfere with his duties as diplomatic representative.96 
Cresciani also points to the lack of consuls in Australia which meant there was no 
possibility of ‘an active policy in support of Fascism’ being enacted by Italian representatives.97 
The Fasci established in Queensland after 1929 were, with only the exception of Babinda, due to 
the direct initiative of the consular representative.  With no such representation before 1926 there 
was little possibility or enterprise for the initiation of official Fascist organisations amongst Italian 
immigrants.  Queensland did not have an official full time consular representative from Italy until 
1926.  Before then the position was held by consular agents, British Australians who were not 
diplomats by career.98 
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Secondly, in respect to the lack of prominent support for Fascism in Queensland, the 
deficiency in consular representation in Queensland meant Italian immigrants did not readily 
identify the new Fascist government with the defence of their interests in the state.  This was to be a 
crucial area of Fascist support in subsequent years and would become a central point for Fascist 
propaganda.  Prior to 1926 though the Fascists lacked not only an official presence in the state but 
also faced resentment from Italian immigrants who felt that the new government had clearly no 
interest in their situation.   
The increasing population, the difficult conditions of North Queensland, the antagonism that 
Italians faced from some organisations and the strain on employment opportunities with the large 
growth in Italian arrivals led to increased calls for better Italian government representation in 
Queensland.  News articles in 1922 highlighted the fact that some Italians were arriving without 
money or employment prospects.  In November 1922 for example twenty-eight Italians had arrived 
in Innisfail absolutely destitute and the Queensland government had been forced to provide rations 
and shelter for these men.99 In 1923 around twenty Italians arrived in Brisbane with no money and 
had to be housed at the Salvation Home Refuge in South Brisbane.  After meeting with the 
Queensland Home Secretary it was arranged for them to travel to North Queensland where the men 
claimed to have friends and employment possibilities.100 These occurrences led to increasing calls 
for better consular representation for Italians.  The Italo-Australian led the campaign, calling on 
Mussolini to establish an official consulate in Brisbane.  The new Italian Fascist government, it 
argued, needed to help the Italians so as to revive trust in Italy amongst Italians abroad, ‘which till 
now was only supported by the sacred fire of patriotism but which no government nourished…the 
Italians of Australia, wait for you, Mussolini.’101 In 1923 the paper received a letter from a North 
Queensland Italian ‘taking cue from the bad conditions in which the emigrants are in North 
Queensland writes lamenting that the Consular Authorities do not do anything to protect from such 
evil and much uneasiness.’102 Other Italians wrote to the paper accusing Grossardi of doing 
nothing to help Italians in North Queensland after his visit in 1922 and instead devoting his trip in 
the north to ‘having a good time’ and failing to investigate the situation of Italians adequately.  
They also wrote that Dell’Oro had promised during his visit to North Queensland in 1922 that a 
consular agent would be established in Innisfail but a year later there was no sign of any such 
action being taken.103 Prominent Italians even took the step of writing to Rome to voice their 
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anger, with established farmer G. De Luca in 1926 arguing the need for a proper consul in 
Queensland to the Italian government,  
 
Italy has progressed in regards to itself, but not in foreign countries, No!  Here in 
Queensland where I am there are about twenty thousand Italians.  Here in 
Queensland where I have been 12 years Italians possess several millions of lire in 
lands, and yet in Brisbane that is the capital there is not a consul of career.104 
Despite these protests and the necessity of better representation to deal with the changes in the 
Italian population of Queensland, it would take the Italian Fascist government several years to react.  
The distance from Italy, the fact that despite the increase in emigration to Australia it was still a 
minor destination for Italians compared to other areas such as the United States, South America and 
parts of Europe as well as the need for the Fascists to concentrate on cementing their newly 
acquired power in Italy meant the protests of Queensland’s Italians were not a priority in the early 
1920s.  Prior to 1926 the absence of an official Italian political presence in Queensland was a major 
factor in the lack of support for the PNF and the subsequent strength of the anti-Fascist political 
groups. 
The potency of the anti-Fascists in the north combined with the lack of consular 
representation from Italy meant there was no incentive for Italians to establish Fascist 
organisations.  With the formation of Fasci in Queensland after 1929 it is notable that the largest 
percentage of their members was made up of well established, wealthy and influential Italians from 
the Italian business and farming community.  De Felice has highlighted the class dynamics of the 
Fascist movement in Italy, arguing that ‘the crisis of the middle classes is indeed essential to an 
understanding of Fascism both at its beginning and after it became a regime.’105 The middle classes 
in Italy were the staunchest supporters of Fascism because ‘they received, or believed they did, the 
greatest moral and economic advantages from the Fascist regime.’106 In overseas Italian 
communities it was less the petty bourgeoisie who formed the core of Fascist support, as the so 
called prominenti, prominent, successful and influential Italian migrants.  In the United States, 
Argentina and Australia established and wealthy Italians made up the majority of those who joined 
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the Fasci.107 Whilst not precluding the fact that these Italians undoubtedly supported the Fascist 
regime in Italy to some extent, it is evident that the so called prominenti and the Fascist regime 
shared a common goal and thus used each other to achieve their own purposes.108 The consulate 
officials benefited substantially from the support of prominent and influential Italians for the 
Fascist regime knowing the influence this could have on the rest of the Italian community that 
respected these successful migrants.  For the members of the Fascio the strong association with the 
Italian government and numerous dinners and receptions held with visiting Fascist dignitaries 
provided them with ample opportunity to expand business connections in Italy as well as in 
Australia.  Furthermore, the fact that these Italians were continually identified in the Italian press 
reporting on these functions persistently strengthened their standing amongst their Italian 
communities.   
However, with no consular support there was little benefit at this stage in the early 1920s, 
financial or otherwise, for Italians in Queensland to associate themselves with Fascism.  Politically, 
Italian farmers may have feared the growing Communist influence amongst Italian labourers but 
until the end of the 1920s did not attempt to establish Fascist groups to directly fight this power.  
The actions of anti-Fascists in Ingham and Innisfail demonstrated the consequences for those who 
were seen as Fascist supporters, and in Babinda anti-Fascist forces had established control over the 
Italian national club, changing its name and assaulting Italians who refused to join their 
organisation.109 Association with Fascism was thus, for a variety of reasons, neither sought nor 
encouraged amongst Italian farmers, businessmen or clubs during the early part of the 1920s.  
Fascist support only began to have a prominent public presence after the Italian government 
established an official vice-consulate office in Brisbane in 1926, appointing a staunch Fascist 
supporter to the position who then actively promoted the ideology throughout the state.  Anti-Italian 
political action in 1926 contributed to the establishment of the consul in Brisbane by demonstrating 
that there was potential for support of the PNF within Italian communities in Queensland if the 
party could construe itself as an effective defender of Italian rights.    
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In June 1926 several union branches in Mackay, including the AWU and Waterside 
Workers Union, met to ‘devise a means of safeguarding the Mackay sugar district from being 
overrun by aliens.’  They passed a resolution which proclaimed ‘we as citizens and producers view 
with alarm the vast influx of southern Europeans into Queensland,’ and asked the Queensland 
government to permit only naturalised citizens of at least five years to purchase land.110 By the end 
of July the unions’ actions had culminated in a boycott of Italian cane by workers at the Racecourse 
Sugar Mill in Mackay.111 On July 28 Italian cane growers in Mackay met to remonstrate against 
the situation, protesting against ‘the discrimination of Italians, who had fought side by side with the 
Australians in the war,’ and cabled their resolution to Mussolini and Consul General Grossardi to 
solicit their support.112 Grossardi telegraphed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Rome on 29 July 
stating that the situation looked very grave and was an ‘inconceivable act of tyranny’ that could 
prompt similar action at other mills across Queensland.  He had sent ‘violent protests’ to the 
Queensland government and was heading north to Brisbane and Mackay to address the situation.113 
On 3 August the Brisbane Courier reported that ‘the Italian government views the position very 
seriously’ and was placing strong pressure on the Queensland government to deal with the union 
boycott.114 The following day brought about a speedy conclusion to the union action with Italian 
and state government demands forcing the AWU in Mackay to vote again on the issue, this time 
narrowly passing a motion to accept Italian grown cane.  Grossardi, who met with the Queensland 
Premier McCormack on the same day, was reported as being delighted with the conclusion of the 
dispute and quoted, ‘I think there are very few people in Australia more glad of that than I am.’115 
The anti-Italian boycott was short lived and had been concluded by a vote at a compulsory 
conference presided over by the Board of Trade.  However, the role of Grossardi saw the event 
construed as a victory by a newly assertive Italian government over attempts by the AWU to 
discriminate against Italian workers.  Some reports claimed that pressure had been placed on the 
Queensland Premier by the British government after the PNF had contacted Downing Street and 
asked the British Government to take action.  The Northern Herald concluding that  
 
perhaps too, it is just as well that the unions realise that Italy will not stand for any 
funny business.  They can try that game on with patient old Britain, but they are 
hardly likely to do anything that will arouse the anger, any more of one Signor 
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Mussolini, who knows that no argument counts with a unionist so readily as a 
threat backed with knowledge that the power is behind it.116 
The resolution of the Mackay boycott was significant for the PNF in Queensland, marking the first 
time that the strength of the Fascist party was directly linked to the successful defence of Italian 
rights.  More importantly, the event led Grossardi to support Italian requests for an official 
consulate to be established in Brisbane saying that the ‘recent xenophobic movements’ had made 
such action a necessity.117 In November 1926 the Fascist government responded and appointed a 
royal consulate of Brisbane. 
The events in Queensland were not the only reason, however, for this appointment.  In Italy 
Mussolini’s primary focus before 1926 had rested on internal concerns, dealing with the clash 
between the differing factions within the party, fighting pressure from more zealous members of the 
PNF who sought the continuation of the violent revolution which had brought the party to office 
and having faced his first great challenge by holding onto power after the murder of Matteotti in 
1924.118 Between 1925 and 1930 Mussolini cemented his power in Italy, assuming full executive 
responsibility for government, banning all other political parties and replacing the directly elected 
parliament with a corporative chamber.  Importantly, he asserted his own personal dictatorship over 
the PNF and purged the violent, revolutionary elements of the party.119 
Mussolini’s actions from 1925 onwards also saw greater attention paid to foreign affairs and 
the workings of the Fasci All’estero. Wary of Bastianini’s aims for the Fasci abroad to take the 
place of official Italian representatives but at the same time not wanting to curtail attempts to 
promote Fascism amongst Italians abroad, Mussolini appointed Dino Grandi, then Undersecretary 
of Foreign Affairs, to restructure the Fasci All’estero in 1926.  The resolution put forward by 
Mussolini and carried out by Grandi saw the Fascist associations abroad brought officially under 
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the control of the consular representatives, while at the same time replacing the current diplomatic 
corps with Fascist followers.  1927 saw 120 new consuls appointed by the party.120 
The new structure of the Fasci All’estero had prompted the formation of Australia’s first 
Fasci, as Grossardi, now assured of his control over the organisations, was more willing to support 
Lancelloti and his promotion of such associations.  In Queensland, the greater attention given to 
foreign affairs and the increasing number of Fascist supporters within Italy’s diplomatic corps after 
1926, alongside continuing pressure from the state’s Italians backed up by Grossardi’s requests to 
Italy, saw the appointment of Count Gabrio di San Marzano Italian consul of Brisbane.  This move 
would significantly strengthen the influence of the Fascist government on Queensland Italians. 
San Marzano was a clear example of the new type of consular representative the PNF was 
now appointing.  A strong Fascist supporter he had been a member of the party since 1920 and had 
later gone on to be secretary of the London Fascio in 1922 and delegate of the Italian Fascio in the 
British Isles, participating in the first congress of the Italian Fasci in foreign countries in Rome 
during October 1925.121 His first official event on arrival in Australia was his attendance at the 
Fascist commemoration held in Melbourne on 1 November 1926 which celebrated both the 
armistice between Italy and Austria on 4 November 1918 and the birth of the Fascist government 
on 28 October 1922.122 Dressed in the Black Shirt uniform of the Fascists, San Marzano addressed 
the fifty black shirted Italians in attendance, exalting them to remember the 3000 Fascist martyrs 
‘that offered their blood for a bigger and stronger Italy’ and requesting them to kneel for a minute 
in memory of these heroes while Giovinezza played.123 In his earliest interview with the Brisbane 
press San Marzano exclaimed that ‘Mussolini is the acknowledged and beloved great chief of the 
country.  Everyone has the greatest faith in him…When Mussolini appears in the street crowds 
cheer as his carriage passes along.’124 
Beyond promoting the government in Italy Marzano also used his first interviews to assert 
the rights of Italians in Queensland, arguing that ‘Italians who migrate to Queensland will make 
good Queenslanders and that means good Australians.’125 In Brisbane his initial few months were 
spent attempting to build relations between the consul and the city’s Italians, inviting all of 
Brisbane’s Italians to his home in New Farm to celebrate the New Year on 1 January 1927.126 He 
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was able to provide more assistance to Italians in North Queensland in February by organising for 
donations to assist Italians damaged by the serious floods that had recently taken place.127 Later in 
June of that year he wrote a large report on the situation of Italians in the northern districts, which 
he then sent to Rome, in which he stressed the importance for the Italian government that the 
Italians in the area saw their rights and interests safeguarded by Italian authorities.128 The Italo-
Australian’s Queensland correspondent greeted San Marzano’s presence and early activities 
positively, suggesting that ‘now in the Colony of Queensland one has joined that will be able to 
lead our spirits to achieve our rights and that of seeing the name of our rich country dear and 
respected…let’s hope that Count Gabrio di San Marzano stays long amongst us.’129 Despite the 
predictably positive response from the pro-Fascist paper, what effect San Marzano’s actions were 
having on the Italian communities of Queensland are impossible to quantify, but it would seem 
reasonable to suggest that his arrival and help towards the Italian population was appreciated given 
the continuous requests for such a representative that had been made throughout the early 1920s.   
In July 1927 San Marzano’s appointment was followed by the establishment of a vice-
consul in Townsville.  The appointee was Francesco Pascale, another in the mould of the new 
representatives being appointed by the PNF, with Pascale directly stating in his first interview to 
the Australian press on arrival, ‘I am of the Fascist party.’130 On 16 November 1927 Pascale 
demonstrated his intention to promote the cause of Fascism in North Queensland through his 
speech to the Townsville Rotary Club, entitled ‘Italy Before and After the Advent of Fascism.’  In 
it he outlined the Fascist interpretation of recent Italian history, from the bravery of the Italian 
troops during World War I, to their betrayal at the Versailles treaty and the upheaval in Italy caused 
by the Socialists and Bolshevists following the war and the eventual success of Mussolini that 
saved Italy from Communist anarchy.  During its first five years in power, according to Pascale, ‘no 
field of human activity has been neglected by Fascism’ and the Fascists had ensured that ‘the Cross, 
sign of faith and love has been returned to its former place and Italian wings and ships carry to all 
the nations, the word of our civilisation and progress.’  Pascale then explained the role of the 
Fascists abroad to the Australian audience, claiming that,  
 
thousands of young men, who during the war and later in the conflicts with 
Bolshevism, have had their spirits tempered to struggle, are scattered in every part 
of the world; faithful adherents to Fascism, but at the same time willing and ready 
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to respect and loyally observe the laws and traditions of the particular country 
under whose flag they are residing.   
 
He ended by saying that he hoped the audience now understood the ‘essence of the Fascist 
movement, our fervent belief in it.’131 
In the following January Pascale travelled to Ingham and Cairns where he spoke to Italians 
residing in the towns.  His speeches reflected the nationalistic rhetoric that would be a key element 
of Fascist propaganda, telling the Italian audience in Ingham, ‘Be always good Italians, proud to 
own and to hear our Italy: become loving sons of this great young land.  Do not forget, Italians, the 
country which has given us our common birth…the country of sacrifice and glory.’  It was reported 
that his speech was greeted with loud applause by the Italians present.  In Cairns he informed the 
crowd, ‘what I am saying is not only as representative of my country, as a decorated returned 
soldier, but also as a delegate of the Fascist Party for North Queensland’ and asserted that Italy 
‘looks with faith to her future while her navy and wings carry to the people of the world, the word 
of her civilisation, the proof of her power, the faith in her future’ under Mussolini who was ‘Chief 
of Fascism and beloved by all the Italian people.’132 Pascale also visited Innisfail where he 
mentioned the founding of a Fascio ‘which should be constituted with the sole goal of uniting all 
Italians exclusively for the benefit of works.’133 
The work of both San Marzano and Pascale was significant as the first official attempt to 
promote Fascism amongst the state’s Italian population, which had until this time been 
predominately characterised by the strength of its anti-Fascist movements.  Pascale’s trip to Ingham 
and Cairns, however, demonstrates that some Italians were willing to listen to the message 
propagated by the PNF.  The Italo-Australian expressed its surprise at the success of Pascale’s trip, 
writing in March 1928 that Queensland had shown itself not to be the home of ‘rabid Bolshevism’ 
as once described by the paper, but instead that generous and numerous numbers of the Italian 
community were listening to the patriotic words of Pascale in a manner that ‘astonished’ the paper, 
adding that the Italian population of the north had ‘given proof of a high sentiment of patriotism’ 
and that the episodes of violence against ‘all that was known of Fascism and the country were in 
their flimsiness put to flight by that indefinable ferment that shakes the masses from the current 
course of events.’134 
Taking into account the obvious bias of the Italo-Australian it was true that Pascale’s first 
addresses to the Ingham and Cairns Italian populations had been greeted with enthusiasm.  
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Significantly, there were no reports of any form of organised anti-Fascist protest against the vice-
consul during these initial visits.  This was due to several reasons.  Firstly, as the inaugural trip by 
Pascale, his political views were not yet apparent and were only firmly established after his 
speeches in Ingham and Cairns.  Secondly, the northern anti-Fascists at this stage lacked decisive 
leadership that was prepared to lead violent action against consul representatives, a situation that 
would change with the arrival of staunch anti-Fascist leader Francesco Carmagnola in Ingham 
during 1930.   
Anti-Fascist opposition became more apparent once San Marzano and Pascale had clearly 
asserted that they not only represented the Italian nation but Fascism as well.  Pascale was 
obviously aware of the strength of the anti-Fascists in North Queensland when he first arrived.  At 
his official reception in Cairns Pascale expressed ‘a little nervousness about going to Innisfail, to 
address his countrymen there,’ although he was assured by the British Australian officials present 
that he had nothing to be concerned with.135 How accurate these assurances were is debatable, 
Innisfail was a town where the anti-Fascists were particularly strong at the time, with the Italo-
Australian having published an open letter to ‘The Anarchists of Innisfail’ in late 1927 accusing 
them of ‘filthy defamation against our Italy,’ writing that the anti-Fascists of Innisfail had been 
‘accusing Mussolini of God knows what tyranny against the class worker, they do not notice that 
Mussolini is the man who has led in Italy the grandest social laws to the total benefit of the working 
class.’136 Pascale’s first trip to the town passed, however, without incident.  Though later that year 
the visit to Innisfail of the secretary to the Italian consul did provoke some protest, with anti-Fascist 
Italians pelting cow-dung at the Fascist emblem.137 In 1928 Father Salza, an Italian chaplain and 
war veteran, was sponsored by the Italian government to come to Australia and lecture on the 
achievements of the PNF.  In Ingham his visit was met with violent protest by anti-Fascists, who 
Cresciani writes, ‘gathered outside the building where he was lecturing and threw stones on the tin 
roof thus causing panic in the audience.’138 More violent attacks reminiscent of similar incidents in 
the early 1920s also occurred, with four accused Fascist supporters being assaulted in Ingham 
during December 1929.139 
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The anti-Fascist response to the initiatives of the consul representatives was significant, 
with violent attacks on the consul and Fascist Italians increasing in the early 1930s before 
dissipating somewhat after 1931.  Despite this opposition it is apparent that Fascism was beginning 
to establish a presence in North Queensland through the late 1920s.  Salza’s lecture may have been 
disrupted in Ingham, but in Cairns over 150 Italians and another fifty in Mossman attended his 
presentations.140 In October 1928 San Marzano was able to conduct a successful tour through 
Mourilyan, Tully and Innisfail where he was welcomed by large numbers of Italian residents.141 
The year 1929 witnessed the creation of Queensland’s first Fascio in Innisfail and an official branch 
of the Associazione Nazionale Combattenti Italiani (ANCI) formed in Ingham with the blessing of 
San Marzano.142 
Fascist appropriation of Italian nationalism and their claims to be defending the rights of 
Italians in Queensland were particularly significant to the growth of Fascism in the state.  As 
mentioned previously, the institution of the consuls themselves was important, establishing officials 
who propagated Fascist propaganda throughout Italian communities, instituted Fascist associations 
and directed efforts against anti-Fascist forces.  Beyond this aspect, however, the message San 
Marzano and Pascale disseminated to Italians in Queensland was a crucial part of Fascism’s 
growing impact.  As noted earlier, Italian nationalism in Queensland had been accentuated during 
World War I and the victory of Italy over the Austro-Hungarian forces.  National clubs and 
celebrations had been a direct consequence.  The growth of the Italian population, the resentment 
towards this increase from varying Australian institutions and the Italian nationalism born out of 
the experiences of the First World War led to an increase of Italian clubs and institutions 
throughout the state.  As Stephen Castles asserts, migrant groups look to aspects of their culture as 
a source of identity and focus of resistance to discrimination.143 This was reflected in the number 
of organisations formed in the mid-1920s.  Both the Mourilyan Italian Progressive Club and the 
Italian Club Concordia di Brisbane formed in October 1924, whilst the Club Italiano in Ingham 
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opened on 4 April 1925.144 Many of these institutions frequently promoted Italian patriotism 
focused on the valour of Italian soldiers who had fought with such honour in World War I. 
 The Brisbane Club Concordia, for instance, on 22 November 1924 held a celebration where 
Italian veteran Ettore Proszo spoke about his experiences of World War I, recalling examples of 
bravery and brotherly love that he had seen on the battlefield and exalting those who gave their 
lives for the ‘patriotic ideal.’  Members were reminded of the sacrifices made for the glory of the 
country and the greatness of their history and were incited to ‘defend Italy.’145 The same rhetoric 
was employed by other Italian organisations such as the Italian school in Innisfail, established in 
November 1929, which promised to support ‘the noble tradition of our race,’ while the Mourilyan 
Italian Progressive Club was described as an institution which through its activities in support of 
Italians ‘in a pure spirit of brotherly Italic,’ bound all Italians in a great family of faith, under the 
membership of Italianitá.146 
It is important to note that none of these organisations were established or officially 
supported by Fascist representatives; nor did Fascism play any part in their expressions of Italian 
pride.  The institution of these Italian associations and their exaltations of Italian nationalist feeling 
took place regardless of Fascist politics.  
The success of the Fascists lay in their ability to co-opt this existing nationalism and link it 
intrinsically to the actions of the PNF.147 Italy’s war experience was an essential aspect, given the 
pride Italians felt in their country’s efforts combined with the fact that Italy had fought alongside 
Australia in the conflict.  In his first speech in Ingham, Pascale spoke of ‘Italy victorious in war and 
blood poured by her for the just and common cause – 600,000 killed and 200,000 wounded,’ 
asserting that Australians and Italians were joined by ‘that communion of spirits which in war was 
cemented by blood poured by the respective sons who died for the just cause.’  In Cairns he 
reminded British Australians present that ‘I and my countrymen are sons of Italy, whose sons have 
fought and died side by side with your gallant Australian bonds for a common ideal.’148 Italy’s 
historical legacy was also highlighted, with Pascale in Ingham inviting those present ‘to consider 
what place Italy also occupied in literary competitions, in sculptures, painting, poetry and music.  It 
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was literally only yesterday an Italian writer Grazia Deledda had won the much coveted Nobel 
prize for literature.’149 Crucially, Pascale asserted that it was the Fascist party who had reclaimed 
Italy’s legacy born out of the war, fighting for those in Italy who ‘had fought in the war and gladly 
made superhuman sacrifices for their Motherland,’ but for which during the years immediately 
following the war they were ‘scorned and despised.’150 
Such rhetoric had particular resonance within the Italian communities of Queensland, 
accentuated as it was by continuing anti-Italian feeling present within the British Australian 
population.  Despite a lessening of media attention after 1925, the Italian population in the state still 
faced considerable discrimination.  In 1928 for example, racial brawls between Italians and 
Australians were reported in both Tully and Innisfail, the South Johnstone mill reached an 
agreement with the AWU to restrict Italian working opportunities as cane cutters in the area and 
ensure seventy per cent of the cutters were of British descent, and former Prime Minister William 
Hughes spoke out against continuing Italian immigration to Australia, asserting that he believed in 
a ‘White Australia, a British white Australia…who does this country belong; to us or Mussolini?’151 
Newspapers still received a number of anti-Italian letters, such as one published in the Northern 
Herald on 2 May 1928 in which the writer declared that he had spent time working with Italians in 
the north and could confidently say they were prone to violence, were responsible for sly-grog 
shops in the area and urged Australians in the next election to ‘vote for the man who has a definite 
policy on his platform to “close the door” and save Australia.’152 
Italian national pride, centred on their country’s achievements during World War I as 
promoted by the Italian clubs and associations already in existence, the belief that Italy was a nation 
with a proud history and that Italians should be proud of their identity was a powerful form of 
resistance to anti-Italian activities and rhetoric.153 The nostalgic image of the homeland has a 
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particular resonance with immigrant communities.154 Remembered places and the ideas and values 
bound up in them can become powerful entities especially when faced with a hostile population, 
acting as a unifying symbol for those who have left their homeland.  The upheaval caused by 
dislocation from one’s home and the difficulties faced through relocation to a land that differs in 
language, culture and where one may not be entirely welcomed by the entrenched population, 
encourages a potent sense of nostalgia in the immigrant population, whereby the ideal of a strong 
and contented homeland provides a positive form of memory and meaning to one’s identity.155 
This identity, highlighted by a defence of tradition and nostalgia for the country departed, can lead 
to immigrants being more nationalistic and culturally defensive in overseas communities than those 
remaining in the home country and explains why ethnic identity can be shaped by populist 
nationalism.156 
Fascist propaganda was powerful because it played on these nostalgic memories of Italy.  
Diggins, in his study on American Italians and Fascism, argues that Italian inferiority born out of 
American prejudice, nostalgic nationalism and fear for community solidarity made many within the 
population susceptible to Fascist propaganda.157 Such an argument has significant parallels with 
the situation in Queensland.  The rhetoric of San Marzano and Pascale reflected a need already 
present within the community, but then tied it to the Fascist party.  According to them, Italy’s 
greatness lay in the achievements of the Roman Empire and the Renaissance that had shaped the 
modern world.  It was Fascism that was defending this heritage and regaining the past glory of 
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Italy.  Italy’s actions during World War I were also significant, not only because of the bravery of 
the Italian troops but also because Italy had fought alongside Australia in the war.  Pascale asserted 
that it was owing to Fascism that Italy had today become ‘one of the most important powers of the 
world.’158 Importantly, the Italians were assured by the consular representatives that they were 
valuable members of the Queensland community, as San Marzano told Italians in the Johnstone 
district, they ‘had rendered invaluable assistance to the society’ and Italians everywhere had ‘a 
direct interest in the progress of the district in which they found themselves.’159 
The PNF was also wary of focusing on the revolutionary aspects of Fascist ideology, instead 
presenting Fascist associations as Italian patriotic clubs promoting popular forms of Italian 
nationalism under the subtle direction of the PNF.  The 10 November 1929 celebration of the ANCI 
session of Ingham is a good example, with San Marzano’s speech recalling only the glorious and 
epic deeds of the fallen Italian heroes of World War I who lay ‘on the field of honour’ and then 
linked this to the present day by inviting all of Ingham’s compatriots to continue with the example 
set by the fallen soldiers by being true and good Italians, ‘proving to be worthy citizens, to the 
country that accommodates us.’160 Fascism was never mentioned, but the endorsement of such an 
ideal by the consul and the fact that the PNF were the first to offer any such official support to the 
promotion of this Italian nationalism helped augment its appeal to Italians in Queensland.   
The binding of Italian nationalism and support for the Fascist party also allowed its 
supporters to paint anti-Fascists as not simply political opponents, but anti-Italian.  As the Italo-
Australian claimed, opposing Mussolini was tantamount to defaming Italy and attacks against 
Fascists were equivalent to attacks against Italy since it was the Fascists who had led the nation to 
re-instate its greatness in Europe.  The paper accused prominent North Queensland anti-Fascist 
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Costante Danesi of doing so in 1929, describing his speech against Fascism as the ‘spitting on the 
gigantic colossus Mussolini’ by a ‘pigmy stranger.’161 
Beyond this populist rhetoric was the fact that the Fascist message, given the context of 
Italian life in Queensland during the 1920s, was quite powerful and was difficult for anti-Fascists to 
counter.  Made up as they were by Anarchists, Communists, Socialists and those simply opposed to 
the politics of Fascism, it was difficult to propagate a coherent message.  The Anarchists and 
Communists, for instance, preached revolution and the abolishment of private property, politics that 
lacked support amongst Italians, including those wary of Fascism.162 The Fascists instead did not 
claim to be attempting to spread Fascist revolution in Australia, but promoting and protecting 
Italians.  The strength that lay in this simple but coherent message was important, that Italians 
should be proud of their identity and their nation and that it was the achievements of Mussolini and 
the PNF that had regained Italian greatness in the world.  It was also a message that attempted to 
unite Italians.  As discussed in the previous chapter, divisions between Italians from the north and 
south had characterised settlement in North Queensland.  The prominent belief in Australia that 
northern Italians were more reliable workers and a better class of migrants than southern Italians 
had also been commented on by the Ferry report as well as in academic texts of the time.163 This to 
some degree was perpetuated by northern Italians, who, looking to deflect anti-Italian antagonism, 
blamed Italian misbehaviour on Sicilians.164 Instead, Fascist propaganda proclaimed that the Italian 
nation was united, specifically in its love of Italy and Fascism, with Pascale asserting to Italians in 
Ingham that all Italian farmers in the area had shown their ‘strength, tenacity and sacrifice,’ be they 
a ‘taciturn Lombardi, an unexpansive Piedmontese or a generous Sicilian.’165 There is no doubt 
that anti-Fascism was a powerful movement in North Queensland during the 1920s, but with its 
conglomeration of differing political factions it was hampered in uniting Italians in comparison 
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with Fascism.  Away from Italy, where Italian immigrants lacked the experience of the realities of 
Fascism and by neglecting the more radical aspects of Fascist politics, the promotion by San 
Marzano and Pascale of Fascism as a force that defended Italian nationalism for all Italians was a 
significant factor in its growing support.166 
The power of the anti-Fascists was also affected by the claims of San Marzano and Pascale 
to represent the rights of Italian workers.  As mentioned above, whilst many Italians may not have 
been Socialists in the strictest sense, part of the power of anti-Fascist political associations lay in 
their ability to protect Italian workers neglected by the AWU.  The events of 1926, though 
misrepresented, appeared to show that the Fascists and Mussolini himself were willing to take 
action to protect Italian labourers.  On his arrival San Marzano had described himself as ‘the big 
brother to protect the smaller brothers’ and that if Queenslanders gave the Italians a chance they 
would reap the rewards as the Italians would ‘help Queenslanders to develop this country.’167 
Pascale argued that Italians should be more respected for their achievements in the country and 
attacked the derogatory use of the word ‘Dago’ to describe Italians, sarcastically remarking that he 
wished ‘all Australians may have the same love for work, the same liking for the land as an Italian 
Dago has,’ and argued that ‘the Italian people should be much more considered and welcomed by 
Australians for all the benefit they have rendered this country.’168 This assertiveness of the Fascist 
party was a strong factor in their attempts to encourage Italian workers to support the PNF as the 
asserter of their rights, not Communist and anti-Fascist bodies.   
In this regard the Fascists attempted to use any event as pretence to demonstrate their 
willingness to assert the rights of the Italian nation.  On 29 December 1928 the Italian coat of arms 
was removed from the Italian consular agent’s office in Innisfail.  San Marzano immediately 
telegraphed the Premier of Queensland and demanded an official apology from the state 
government ‘for the insult done to my country.’169 The Corriere Degli Italiani in Australia, an 
Italian newspaper printed in Australia, said the act had ‘deeply wounded the national feelings of the 
entire Italian colony in the Innisfail district.’170 The commotion caused by the incident was greeted 
with dismay by many British Australians in the town whom the Northern Herald reported were 
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amazed that such a trivial incident be regarded as important enough for a cable to be sent to the 
Italian government in Rome and for the consular representative to comment on it.171 Although the 
state and federal governments did issue ‘sincere regrets,’ they refused to give an official apology 
given that they felt the perpetrators could well have been ‘Italians of Communistic and Anarchical 
tendencies.’172 By early January 1929 it became apparent that the removal of the coat of arms had 
been the work of two young teenagers who had been involved in a prank, with the Italian insignia 
being only one of several other building signs removed that night.  Despite this, San Marzano 
continued his attempts to use the event for Fascist propaganda.  He proposed that the state 
government send a representative to an official Italian ceremony which would unveil the new 
insignia while a local band would play Giovinezza.173 The Queensland government refused, 
correctly viewing the ceremony as an attempt to clothe ‘the whole incident with a significance 
which the ascertained facts do not warrant.’174 The incident turned out to be somewhat of an 
embarrassment to San Marzano, with even the staunchly Fascist Italo-Australian criticising the way 
in which a simple prank was magnified into an international event through ‘thoughtless and 
unnecessary action’ and lamented the fact that San Marzano had not waited for the police 
investigation to be concluded before claiming that a deliberate insult had been made to the Italian 
nation.175 Embarrassment aside, the apparent overreaction draws attention to Fascist attempts to 
construct itself as the defender of Italian rights, seizing on this opportunity to construe the incident 
as a deliberate insult to the nation and to show Fascist strength in forcing an apology from 
Australian officials.  Any incident, no matter how small or insignificant, could be used by 
representatives of the Italian government in Australia to promote Fascism as the guardian of 
Italians.  
Beyond propaganda and rhetoric based on populist Italian nationalism, the Fascist officials 
were also able to promote the ideology through their growing links with Italians of higher socio-
economic standing.  Many Italians who had migrated to Australia and commenced cane farming 
before WWI had by the mid 1920s firmly established themselves as wealthy and influential 
members of their communities.  This factor, combined with the increased arrival of Italian 
professionals such as doctors and businessmen throughout the 1920s and the institution of official 
Fascist representatives in Queensland, was a prominent element in Fascism’s rising presence after 
1926.  As mentioned above, whilst the Fascist officials targeted successful Italians to join and 
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support the party knowing the prestige this would bring to Fascism, conversely many within the 
higher socio-economic group of Italian migrants were eager to associate with Fascism and the 
Fascist officials for several reasons.  Some, like Gaspari, saw Fascism as a means of combating 
Communist influence amongst Italian workers.  Predominately however, aligning oneself with the 
PNF and the local consul representative was understood as providing business opportunities both in 
Italy and Australia and of establishing a connection with the higher echelons of the Italian 
government.  At times, Fascist membership was presented as an almost essential aspect of 
conducting business in the Italian community with the support of the consul.   
Dario Burla, for instance, who had been a clerk for the Italian consul in Townsville from 
1926, was dismissed in 1928 after he refused to make an application to join the PNF.  On 
establishing his own business as a public accountant, commission agent and Italian interpreter in 
Ingham he was again approached by the consul representative in Townsville who, in Burla’s own 
words, ‘showed me the desirability of making this application, just as a matter of routine, in order 
to have a chance of doing business with the Italian population; and I was induced and I applied for 
it.’  San Marzano,176 Burla claimed, ‘had some papers and asked me that it would be to my business 
advantage if I made this application, in order so that I could have more favours when I was dealing 
with business.’177 The association with Fascism by Italian businessmen and professionals was not 
always so forced.  In the case of Giuseppe Luciano, for example, support for Fascism was 
contingent on the opportunities and power connection with consular officials provided.  A well 
educated Italian, Luciano had arrived in Australia in February 1922.  After four years in Sydney as 
an accountant he relocated to Innisfail where he established himself as an interpreter and general 
agent.  Eighteen months later he was appointed consul-agent in Innisfail by Pascale and took out 
membership of the Fascist party.  He was the editor of Pascale’s weekly paper L’Eco d’Italia and at 
the request of San Marzano he founded the Innisfail Fascio in 1929 and was its inaugural president.  
The strength of Luciano’s Fascist convictions is unclear.  In the late 1930s as war between Italy and 
Australia became an increasing possibility Luciano was the first member of a Fascio in Queensland 
to begin informing on the activities of the Fascists to Australian security forces in the hope that it 
would keep him from internment.178 Although generally believing that Mussolini had reinvigorated 
Italy, Luciano’s membership to the PNF was driven primarily by business concerns.  His 
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willingness to support Pascale and the Fascists had helped his appointment to consul-agent and he 
later used his Fascist connections in an attempt to have himself made consular-agent for Brisbane 
as well as in Sydney and to do business with Italian firms.  He claimed his strong assertions to 
believe in Fascism were a method of obtaining work, explaining that ‘I was trying to improve 
myself.  I was not making so much money and my family was growing.’179 Beyond using Fascism 
as a means of promoting himself, Luciano was also active in utilising his power as a consul-agent 
to force Italians into membership of the party.  Luigi Bordoni, a mechanic in Innisfail during the 
late 1920s, claimed that he was forced to close his business and move elsewhere after Luciano had 
him boycotted because he would not join the PNF.  Peter Pietrobelle, Bordoni’s assistant, was also 
blacklisted and Luciano refused to issue permits to some Italians to cut cane because of their anti-
Fascist beliefs.180 Luciano and Burla were only the first examples of the growing connection 
between the Fascists and the higher echelons of the Italian population.  As Fascist officials built 
their power and influence, connection with the Fascist party became more appealing and an 
essential aspect for any Italians hoping to do business with Italian firms in Italy or work for Italian 
companies and agencies in Australia.   
 
Figure 1 Giuseppe Luciano, inaugural president of Queensland’s first Fascist association, the Innisfail Fascio, founded 
in 1929. (Photo located in Q25951 Part 1, National Australian Archives, Brisbane)  
 
Italian nationalism and the incentives provided by Fascist party membership were thus 
important in the increasing Fascist presence in Queensland through the late 1920s.  A further vital 
aspect was the immigrant restrictions placed on Italians coming to Australia after 1927.  By 1926 
immigration of Italians to Queensland had slowed, with statistics showing that the number of 
Italians who left Queensland in 1926 actually exceeded the number who had settled in the state.181 
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94
Despite this, in 1927 the Italian government agreed to restrict the emigration of Italians to 
Australia.  Pascale wrote an open letter to the Australian press in December of that year declaring,  
 
Be it made known to whom it may concern that by new regulations of the Royal 
Italian Government the emigration of Italians to Australia is definitely stopped.  
Permission will be granted to come to Queensland, exclusively to persons at the 
request of their relatives and who are joined to the same by the closest of 
relationship, and in each and every case only if such relative is able to maintain 
the nominated person, guarantee him work etc.  Among the relatives are excluded, 
however, cousins, brothers in law, sisters in law etc.182 
In July 1928 the Australian and Italian governments agreed to limit Italian immigration to a 
maximum of 3000 per year.183 Pascale claimed the changes had been made ‘due not only to the 
abuse of the Italian emigrant but also to the unfriendly reception given him, to the most regrettable 
boycott made, and the lack of consideration shown in Australia.’184 This claim had little basis.  
Instead, the policy regarding Australia followed changes to the Fascist’s emigration policy effective 
from 1 September 1927 that restricted Italians from emigration to any destination unless they had 
signed contracts in the destination country.  San Marzano claimed the new policy had been 
instituted as it was ‘derogatory to the dignity of Italy’ that its citizens continued to seek work in 
other countries, as well as the fact that now Italy had been stabilised and was experiencing 
industrial growth it needed to build its work force.185 Another factor put forward by Ronald 
Newton is that the Italian government was also hoping to divert immigrants to its African colony.186 
In Australia the policy was welcomed as a means by the Bruce government of offsetting public 
discontent at Italian immigration, thus overall, the changes were mutually agreeable to the Italian 
and Australian government, rather than a means by the PNF to protect the Italian worker from 
Australian antagonism, as Pascale claimed.  
Whatever the reasons for the policy change the effect was to the benefit of Fascism in 
Queensland.  It stopped the unpoliced immigration of anti-Fascist Italians into the state, which had 
been a crucial element of anti-Fascist support.187 Now the Fascists were able to exert considerable 
control over migrants, with Cresciani asserting that only ‘semi-skilled workers of reliable Fascist 
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faith were encouraged to emigrate.’188 Whilst this led to an increase of Fascist supporters coming 
into Australia, for Italians already resident in Queensland the new regulations also had significant 
consequences.  Using Luciano, Pascale gathered information on Italians accused of being anti-
Fascist.  For these Italians the immigration of family members to Australia would be extremely 
difficult and a return to Italy, if granted, could result in possible harassment and even jail on arrival.  
Eusebio Molachino, an Italian immigrant to Australia, was one that claimed his Fascist membership 
was taken out before a return visit to Italy in order to ensure the safety of his travels, concerned that 
some of his previous anti-Fascist pronouncements may have filtered back to the consul, ‘I was 
afraid that somebody might have branded me as one who was antagonistic to the interests of 
Fascism in this country and that I might be meeting with some harm during my sojourn in Italy.’189 
Luciano was not above using his position to force Italians to join the Fascist party or contribute 
monetarily towards it in response to favourable assistance for a migration application to bring 
relatives to Australia.  Salvatore Pagano, for instance, was forced by Luciano to take out an annual 
subscription to the Fascist newspaper Il Legionario in Italy in payment to Luciano for his positive 
report to the consul on the application by Pagano to bring his sister to Australia from Sicily.190 
Fascist surveillance may not have reached the heights of a totalitarian regime, but it nonetheless 
provided a sense of fear within Italian communities and allowed the Fascists to exploit the 
weakness of Italian immigrants in Queensland.191 
The presence of the consuls after 1926 was also vital.  As the official representatives of 
Fascism they provided both direction for the Fascist push into Queensland and tangible incentives 
for those who supported the PNF.  Nationalist propaganda, the appeal of Fascism to Italians within 
the higher socio-economic class and the use of fear and control worked together to promote the 
growing role of Fascist politics in Queensland from 1926 to 1929.  The idea of access put forward 
by both Mason and Corner, as explained in the introduction, is important here.192 Anti-Fascist 
power was strong for a variety of factors and was able to maintain this to the early 1930s, but 
Fascism with its combination of populist nationalism and the element of control tilted the balance.  
Fascism provided the greater incentive and those who had supported the ideology previously but 
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had kept silent for fears of anti-Fascist retribution were now able to promote their beliefs.  As De 
Grazia writes, ‘the organisation of consent cannot be equated simply with the moulding of public 
opinion.  Rather than the degree of extent of support for Fascism, we must look for the social-
institutional and cultural transformations that were brought about as a result of the Fascists’ search 
for a responsive public.’193 
Indeed, as an example of Fascism’s growing presence, the late 1920s saw the beginning of 
the Fascists’ push to incorporate Italian social activities within the control of the party.  The 
Fascists, beyond instituting the Fascio in Innisfail and the returned soldiers club in Ingham, also 
tried to establish a Fascio in Ingham and there is some suggestion San Marzano attempted to take 
over the running of the Dante Alighieri in Brisbane which had been formed in 1926.194 The result 
demonstrates, though, that anti-Fascist resistance was still strong.  In Ingham Count Lalli, who had 
been approached to institute a Fascio by San Marzano, refused because he feared it would cause 
significant conflict between Italians in the town.195 Despite these failings, the process shows the 
means by which Fascist officials were attempting to expand their influence over Italian affairs in 
Queensland at this time, a policy which would continue with more success throughout the 1930s.  
This growing power of Fascism was further strengthened by Mussolini’s signing of the 
Lateran Pacts with the Vatican in 1929.  The role of the Catholic Church within the Italian 
communities of Queensland was complex.  Away from Italy, living at times quite some distance 
from the nearest church and focused primarily on establishing themselves through work, religious 
life for many Italians became less of a focus than it had been in Italy.  Father Mambrini’s 1923 
report on Italians settled in the Herbert River district was particularly critical in this regard.  The 
Italian settlers’ religious life was the most unsatisfactory aspect he had observed.  He found 
seventy-three Italian children between the ages of one and five unbaptised, ninety-six per cent of 
the Italians in the area had not taken the sacrament since leaving Italy and ‘about the same 
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percentage do not go to Mass on Sundays.’196 He blamed this on the fact the church services were 
in a language the Italians could not understand, the long distances many of the Italians lived from 
their nearest church, the fact Italians failed to understand the money collections in church and 
Italian focus on labour, including spending Sundays mostly involved in ‘repairing their implements 
and putting their clothes in order about the farm.’197 He also felt that contact with Protestants and 
growing paganism in Australia had a bad effect on Italian immigrants.198 The difficulties the 
Catholic Church had in regards to the Italians even led to the Methodist Church appointing an 
Italian minister in Tully in 1927 in the hope that the presence of an Italian conducting service in the 
Italian language could draw more Italians into the Protestant faith.199 
The Methodists’ attempts however, seem to have made little impact on the Italian 
communities of North Queensland.200 Despite Mambrini’s assertions and the Italians’ low 
attendance rate at church, the Catholic Church was still held in high regard by many within the 
Italian immigrant population.  In Queensland this was reinforced by the role of Archbishop Duhig, 
who from the 1920s onwards was one of the most stringent defenders of Italian immigrants in the 
state.  In 1922 he had urged that Australians should, instead of complaining about immigration, 
‘copy the Italians,’ and blamed the British lack of success in North Queensland on their reluctance 
to adapt themselves to the climate.201 During the height of debate on Italian immigration in 1925 
Duhig was one of the loudest voices in defending the rights of Italians to settle in Queensland.  
According to Duhig it was difficult to understand ‘the opposition that is being shown to Italian 
immigration in the country’ as the Italians who had come to Queensland ‘are an industrious people 
and those of them who have come to this country have been an object lesson to us.’202 Duhig had a 
great respect and understanding of Italian culture and was eager to speak out and change public 
opinion towards Italian immigrants.  In return he was highly respected by the Italian population.203 
196 Mambrini Report. 
197 Mambrini Report.  
198 Mambrini Report. 
199 Northern Herald, 5 January 1927, 12 December 1928, 6 February 1929.  
200 The Italian Methodist Reverend Montonari was in Tully from 1927 to 1929 before leaving to head the Innisfail based 
‘Italian Methodist Mission.’  The success of this organisation is difficult to garner and it is mentioned only briefly in 
North Queensland newspaper reports from 1930 onwards.  The Methodist attempts to entice Italians to their 
denomination was noticed and feared by Dr Kelly and is an area of Italian studies as yet unexplored. See: Northern 
Herald, 6 February 1929.  
201 Northern Herald, 2 August 1922. 
202 Northern Herald, 28 January 1925. 
203 T. P. Boland, James Duhig (St Lucia: University of Queensland Press, 1986), 216.  Prominent Italian immigrant to 
Queensland, Dr Francesco Castellano, for example, called Archbishop Duhig, ‘the father of Italians in Queensland.’ 
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With the appointment of San Marzano in Brisbane Duhig also became closely associated with 
Italian officials in Queensland and was a regular attendee at official Italian events, such as the 
luncheon to mark the first visit of the Lloyd Sabaudo liner Principe di Udine to Brisbane in 1928, 
when Duhig again spoke favourably of the Italians as a ‘generous, noble-hearted people’.204 
Figure 2 Archbishop James Duhig (left) in 1937 being presented by Il Giornale Italiano with the pictured fountain as a 
sign of gratitude for the support he had given Italians throughout the 1920s and 1930s.  The project was organised by Il 
Giornale Italiano and the money raised by the donations of Queensland Italians. (Photo located in Il Giornale Italiano,
4 April 1937)  
 
Alongside Duhig, the other most prominent defender of Italian rights within the Catholic 
Church of Queensland was Father Dr Kelly who had been appointed parish priest for Herbert in 
1921.  As the only priest able to speak Italian stationed in North Queensland during the early 1920s 
Kelly was greatly involved in the assistance of the Italian community in the area.  His ability to act 
as an interpreter put him in great demand and the Italo-Australian described him as acting as a 
quasi Italian consul before the establishment of the official office in Townsville.205 He wrote a 
number of articles defending Italian immigrants, such as that appearing in the Daily Mail in 1927, 
where he asserted that ‘it is only the unthinking who do not look upon the Italian residents of North 
 
See: M. A. Gurdon, "Australian Attitudes to Italy and Italians, 1922-1936: with Special Reference to Queensland."  
(Thesis(Honours) - University of Queensland, 1970, 25. 
204 Brisbane Courier, 4 April 1928. 
205 Italo-Australian, 24 January 1925. (own translation) 
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Queensland with favour.’206 ‘There are very many foolish persons,’ Kelly also argued in another 
article, ‘who either speak or write against the Italians and what they call the “Dago invasion.”  They 
do that principally because they do not think.’207 Kelly was also active in Italian causes, assisting 
San Marzano in the collection for victims of the 1927 floods of the Herbert River in the Ingham 
district and later in fund raising for the establishment of the monument to remember those Italians 
who lost their lives in the disaster.208 
Figure 3 Dr Reverend Kelly, pictured in article from 1927 entitled ‘The Rev. Dr Kelly: Friend of the Italians in North 
Queensland.’  The newspaper source is unknown.  Kelly collected articles from the 1920s he had either written or been 
featured in, but often did not record where the articles had come from.  The book of press clippings was later obtained 
by the Townsville Catholic Archives. (Photo located in Dr Kelly’s Clippings of Assorted News Articles, Box 77, 
Townsville Catholic Archives)    
 
The work of Kelly and Duhig strengthened the concept of the Catholic Church as a 
protector of Italian rights in Queensland.  Attendance at church may not have been important but 
both Duhig and Kelly were held in great respect by the Italian population of the state.  The Catholic 
Church on its part appealed to Italians by continually asserting that being a good Catholic was 
inseparable from being a good Italian and that Italians in Queensland should honour the fact that 
they came from the country which was the home of the faith.  Bishop Shiel at the blessing of the 
new convent and school at Halifax in 1927 told the Italians present for instance, ‘we want to help 
you.  We want to defend, as far as possible, your legitimate rights as citizens.’  To do this however, 
the church needed the Italians to send their children to the convent school so that young Italians 
could be ‘directed in the path of the faith, in which the principles of the religion of your race are 
 
206 Daily Mail article written by Dr Kelly found in Dr Kelly’s Clippings of Assorted News Articles, June 20 1927, Box 
77, TCA. (Note: Dr Kelly maintained a book of articles which he had either written or featured in between the years 
1926 and 1933.  These articles had been cut from the newspaper in question and pasted into Kelly’s book.  This book 
was later obtained by the Townsville Catholic Archives.  Many of these articles are undated and have no record as to 
what source Kelly cut them from.)  
207 News article written by Dr Kelly found in Dr Kelly’s Clippings of Assorted News Articles, source unknown, circa 
1927, Box 77, TCA. 
208 News article written by Dr Kelly found in Dr Kelly’s Clippings of Assorted News Articles, source unknown, circa 
1928, Box 77, TCA.  
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taught.’  Shiel asserted, ‘faith and fatherland are united in inseparable and unbreakable bonds.’  He 
urged the Italians to give generously to the church claiming that ‘I feel sure that the members of the 
Italian-Australian race are too noble and too proud to force us to seek elsewhere for the money.’209 
Importantly, in respect to Duhig and Kelly, the link between the Catholic Church and 
support for Fascism was an intrinsic element in understanding Fascism’s appeal to Queensland’s 
Italians.  As Cresciani writes, ‘Brisbane’s Archbishop Duhig was one of the most outspoken 
defenders not only of Italians’ civil rights but also of Fascism as a social doctrine.’210 For Duhig, 
Mussolini was a strong leader who was not only reinvigorating Italy but was standing up for all 
Italians worldwide.  Kelly also professed strong support for the Fascist regime, claiming in an 
article that Mussolini was the man who ‘has made his own country great and successful.’  Kelly 
went as far as to praise the very system of Fascism that allowed Mussolini to simply abolish ‘by 
edict, everything which it considers to be against the best interests of the country’ and argued that 
‘the very success of Mussolini’s dictatorship will commend that form of government to many 
people, and that more and more as our own systems fail to bring about that millennium which 
politicians are always promising.’211 This support from Catholic officials such as Duhig and Kelly 
for Fascism was evident even before 1929; however it became more accentuated with the signing of 
the Lateran Accords.  Claimed by Arnaldo Mussolini as ‘a great moral and political victory for the 
regime,’ for Italians both in Italy and across the world, the signing of the Lateran Pacts was greeted 
with enthusiasm.212 The conciliation with the Vatican provided Mussolini with considerable 
prestige and harnessed the powerful support of the church and Catholics to Fascism.213 For Philip 
Morgan it was the ‘most important consolidation of the Fascist government in power on a wider 
basis of support and consent.’214 
Entrenched as they were in the Catholic faith as a form of their own ethnicity, the 
celebration of Italian identity as inseparable from Catholicism and support for Fascism was a 
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powerful idea promoted by both Fascist officials, such as San Marzano, and Catholic leaders like 
Duhig.215 The pride in Italy as home of the Catholic Church was reinforced as an intrinsic element 
in the popular nationalism endorsed by the Fascists.  Given the strong presence of Catholicism 
within the Italian population it was a crucial point for Fascism against its anti-Fascist opponents 
whose Communist and Anarchist elements promoted anti-clerical and anti-religious ideology.216 
Now, according to Duhig and Kelly, Mussolini had shown himself a defender of 
Catholicism.  For Duhig, support for Catholicism and Fascism were inseparable as the true 
expression of Italian patriotism.217 The Italian consular representatives were also eager to take 
advantage of the new prestige given to Fascism by the Lateran Pacts.  Following the event San 
Marzano officially attended mass at the Ingham parish church.  Kelly addressed the large gathering 
of Italians, asserting that ‘it was due to the present head of government that a satisfactory solution 
had been reached, and Catholics throughout the world – and there are well over three hundred 
million of them – were grateful to Mussolini for that solution.’  He was willingly backed up by San 
Marzano who said that ‘as Catholics and Italians they were all glad that the difficult question had 
been solved…and it is to Mussolini that we owe our gratitude for its solution.’218 
The Lateran Pacts were a coup for San Marzano and Fascist supporters in Queensland.  It 
enabled San Marzano to portray Fascism as the protector of the Catholic faith, and the PNF to 
associate the rebirth of Italy and the greatness of the Catholic Church specifically with the work of 
Mussolini.219 Furthermore, San Marzano was able to use the support of Duhig and Kelly as a 
strong form of Fascist propaganda.  Dignan argues that in respect to Duhig, ‘his personal concern 
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for Italians and Italophilia were so deep and sincere he refused to the very end to see that the 
consuls who joined him in his crusade did so primarily to ingratiate themselves and the regime.’220 
In conclusion, during the period from 1922 to 1929 the Italian communities experienced 
considerable developments, not least being the growing presence of the Fascist party.  From 1926 
onwards the PNF established Fascist consuls who promoted support for the party, initiated Fascist 
associations, attempted to influence Italian institutions already in existence and conducted 
surveillance within areas of Italian settlement.  How an individual was viewed in relation to their 
political beliefs became an element in several important facets of Italian life including the 
possibility of successfully sponsoring relatives or friends to migrate to Australia or conducting 
business within Italian communities.  Part of Fascism’s success was undoubtedly its ability to 
appeal to popular forms of Italian nationalism and the way in which it linked this intrinsically to the 
work of the party.  This was enhanced by anti-Italian feeling in the state that made the Italians 
highly susceptible to Fascist propaganda concentrated on promoting Italy and Italian identity as 
defined by the PNF.  Importantly, the Fascists were able to exert a form of fear and control over the 
community that encouraged Italians to compromise with the regime and avoid interaction with anti-
Fascist organisations.  From 1929 onwards the Fascists were also considerably assisted by the 
Lateran Accords and the support this garnered from well respected members of the Catholic Church 
who encouraged Italians to view Mussolini as the saviour of the faith.  
These developments should not be understood, however, as an argument that a majority of 
Italians supported Fascism or that anti-Fascist groups, which had been so dominant in the north 
during the 1920s, had lost their strength by 1929.  When San Marzano visited Innisfail in 1929, for 
instance, he was greeted by walls and fences of the city covered with anti-Fascist manifestoes.221 
The early 1930s would see violent and forceful attacks on Fascist officials in Queensland, led by the 
prominent and popular anti-Fascist leader Francesco Carmagnola.   
Furthermore, it must be noted that political activity, be it in the form of Fascist or anti-
Fascist action was not prominent amongst the Italian population.  Italian farmer Muzio Signorini’s 
statement regarding Italian life in North Queensland during the pre-WWII period, ‘my life is very 
hard.  My work is tough.  I work Sunday, day and night.  I work very hard to live.  What are politics 
to me?’ was something the majority of Italians in the state could relate to.222 However, beyond 
support in the form of political activities, it is evident that many Italians, without following Fascism 
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as an ideology, did compromise with the regime to varying degrees, be it in the form of nationalism, 
taking out Fascist membership for business reasons or avoiding anti-Fascist politics in order to have 
immigration requests granted.  Ideas of consensus or the dichotomy that divides Italians into anti-
Fascist or Fascist camps are irrelevant, rather Italians tended to live their lives within the political 
context that impacted upon them.  In this regard Fascism had an advantage over its anti-Fascist 
opponents.  It had a coherent and simple nationalistic message that appealed to Italians, it had the 
support of the influential Catholic Church and, importantly, through its power it could provide 
substantial benefits for Italians who supported it and significant punishment to those who associated 
with anti-Fascist politics.  These factors were to prove crucial to Fascism’s growing impact in 
Queensland from 1930 through to 1935 that will form the basis of the following chapter.     
104 
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CHAPTER THREE  
The development of Fascist influence in Queensland, 1930-1935. 
 
ANTI-FASCISTS!  This demonstration must be imposing and a mighty slap in the face to the criminal Fascism 
which tyrannises Italy.  No Anti-Fascist, no free man must miss this meeting of free men who are fighting for 
the freedom of the Italian people who have for more than 10 years been starved and slaughtered by a band of 
adventurers, thieves and assassins.1
*** 
Once more into this new Roman Empire has come the spirit of the Caesars, reincarnate in the personage of 
Benito Mussolini.  Indeed he is a veritable Caesar with that ambition to peacefully reconquer the world by 
means of a fast growing band of black shirted Fascists ready to obey his every wish, ready even to lay down 
their lives for ‘Il Duce.’2
This chapter will address the role of Fascism within the Italian communities of Queensland 
between 1930 and 1935.  The focus will be on the formation of the Fasci in Queensland, what type 
of Italians joined these official associations of the PNF, what the aims and activities of these 
organisations were and how they worked with the official representatives for the Fascists in 
Queensland to promote Italian allegiance to the PNF.  As asserted previously, Italian nationalism, 
the role of Italian representatives and the support of the Catholic Church alongside business 
opportunities and the fear of being branded anti-Fascist all played a role in the growing influence of 
Fascism within Queensland from 1926 to 1930.  Together with these developments, the institution 
of official Fascist organisations in the state was crucial to understanding Fascism’s expansion 
through the 1930s.   
Beginning in the early 1930s Queensland Fasci were established as the focal point for 
Fascist support within Italian communities.  Despite their importance, however, it is crucial to note 
that while the Fascio supposedly represented the hard line Fascist supporters within any area, they 
were distinct from the wider Italian population who may have viewed Mussolini favourably but had 
no interest in actively promoting or supporting the ideology.  The Fasci, although crucial, are only 
one element in understanding the impact of Fascism in Queensland.  They did not operate in a 
vacuum and their success and influence was shaped by the context of the community in which they 
were instituted as well as developments in Fascist policy in Italy.   
The establishment of a Fascio did not always indicate the level of approval an Italian 
community held for Fascism.  In Babinda, for example, the Fascio was able to exert particular 
power in the community, organising events that were well attended and gaining strong support and 
 
1 Notice of advertisement for anti-Fascist meeting of the Herbert River District at the Trebonne Hotel, 1932, Item 
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membership in the area, while the Fascio of Cairns was a generally weak and inactive organisation 
that failed to embed itself within the surrounding Italian settlement.  This does not necessarily 
demonstrate that Fascist support amongst Italians was weaker in Cairns than in Babinda, but instead 
shows the complex array of Fascism’s impact across various areas of Italian settlement.  The Fasci, 
therefore, cannot be studied independently from the greater context of Italian life in the state.  The 
success or failure of Fasci in differing regions was shaped by the community’s social, economic and 
political situation that had developed over the preceding two decades of Italian immigration.   
The focus here is then on the early role of the Fasci, their establishment, membership, 
activities and impact on the Italian population.  What were the key factors in the Fasci’s successes 
and failures and why did this differ between Italian communities of Queensland?  How did the 
Fascist officials in Queensland use the Fasci to promote the ideology to the Italian population and 
did this vary in any way amongst differing areas of Italian settlement?  How did the existing context 
of life in specific Italian communities shape the activities and membership of the Fasci?  
Conversely, what influences were certain Fasci able to have on separate areas and the progress of 
Fascism amongst Italian communities in Queensland?  By examining these questions a clearer 
overall understanding of Fascism’s impact on the Italian community in Queensland through the 
early part of the 1930s can be achieved, illuminating the key factors that determined the role 
Fascism would play in individual centres of Italian settlement in the period leading up to World 
War II.  
Through this analysis it can be seen that from 1930 to 1935 the activities of the Fasci within 
the framework of the PNF’s promotion of Italian nationalism, its use of intimidation and fear and its 
appeal to Italians of higher socio-economic standing allowed the Italian Fascist party to expand its 
influence in specific areas of Italian settlement in Queensland.  The study of the Fasci is crucial in 
understanding the aims of the PNF within Queensland, the way in which Italians of separate socio-
economic classes related to Fascism differently and the complexity of community responses to 
attempts to promote Fascism within areas of Italian settlement.  The failure and success of the party 
in these differing communities enunciates an understanding of Italian reaction to Fascism and the 
distinct elements that enhanced or impeded the success of the PNF’s policies.  
As set out previously, the first Fascio of Queensland had been established in Innisfail on 2 
September 1929 with Giuseppe Luciano as president.3 This was followed by the constitution of the 
Brisbane Fascio under Dr Giovanni Battaglia on 1 January 1930 and in 1931 the Cairns Fascio 
 
3 Commonwealth Investigation Branch Report, 27 August 1940, National Australian Archives, Hereafter: NAA, 
Brisbane, Q25951 Part 1 Giuseppe Luciano No 1 File, 1928-1942.  
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under Carlo Trucano and the Babinda Fascio led by Gino Gaspari were also founded.4 In one 
aspect these organisations could be viewed as hardline Fascist groups consisting of the most 
vehement followers of the Fascist regime in Queensland.  Undoubtedly some of their members were 
indeed passionate believers in Mussolini and the PNF.  However, this understanding lacks depth 
and fails to go beyond how the PNF construed the role of the Fasci and the reality of the situation.  
Nor does it provide a sound base to comprehend the relationship of the Fasci to the wider Italian 
community in which they existed and their role within the development of Fascism in the state.  The 
complexity lies in comprehending the nature of Fascism in Queensland, the means by which the 
PNF attempted to expand its influence and the impact of other organisations such as the Catholic 
Church and anti-Fascist forces.  Each area of Italian settlement had a differing reaction to the 
policies of the PNF and this in turn influenced the successful establishment of a Fascio and the 
function it was able to play within the community in respect to its social and political life.  Such a 
perspective takes into account the multifaceted relationship between political, cultural, economic, 
psychological and social factors that shaped the impact of Fascism in Queensland.5
Changes to the structure of the Fasci All’estero in Italy in the 1930s were crucial to the 
nature of the Queensland Fasci and the way in which their history differed from other Fasci in 
Australia.  Importantly, there was little argument within the Queensland Fasci over the nature of 
Fascist ideology and its place within the goals of the Fasci.  As Cresciani demonstrates, Fascist 
dissident movements were active in Sydney in the 1920s.  In Sydney an official Fascio had opened 
in 1927.  However, a growing number of more hardline Italian Fascists in Sydney regretted the fact 
that this organisation lacked any radical content.  Led by hard line Fascist Franco Battistessa they 
protested against official Fascism in Australia accusing certain consular and party representatives 
as only being Fascists by default, having joined the party for the sake of their careers.6 Their main 
target was the current Consul General for Australia Antonio Grossardi who the dissidents believed 
was insufficiently Fascist and should be replaced by a diplomat with more conviction for the 
Fascist ideology.7 This battle between what De Felice has defined as ‘Fascist-Movement’ and 
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‘Fascist-Regime’ mirrored the same conflict in Italy as Mussolini sought to consolidate his own 
power over those in his party who pushed for ongoing violent revolution.8 Batistessa was unable to 
gain any support from Rome as by 1929 the PNF was intent on forcing the Fasci to obey the 
consulate officials and restricting the revolutionary goals of the Fasci All’estero as envisioned by 
the previous head of the organisation Bastianini.  This clash was, however, absent from 
Queensland, mainly because the first official Fascio in the state was not founded until 1929, a year 
after Mussolini had successfully consolidated his power and institutionalised his consensus over 
opponents inside of the party. 
 By 1930 the role of the Fasci All’estero had thus been formalised by the Fascist 
government, under the control of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, with an official interpretation of 
broader, less revolutionary goals of the numerous Fasci abroad defined by the new head of the 
Fasci All’estero, Piero Parini, as,   
 
The specific intent of assisting, with discipline and dedication, the work of the consuls.  
They established everywhere meeting places where Italians might nourish their spirit, 
remembering their faraway Motherland, join in fraternal and solidarity work, raise 
their cultural level, and strengthen the moral, national and Fascist education of the 
younger generation.9
Whilst the organisational structure of the Fasci All’estero may have changed, the goal of spreading 
Fascist influence amongst overseas Italians had not.  The Fasci All’estero, as a section of the 
foreign ministry, were placed in control of Italian schools and the management of Italian business 
abroad as well as cultural propaganda in Italian communities overseas.10 
The Fascist party authoritatively directed the actions of these overseas Fascist organisations.  
The presidents of the Fascio were required to follow the official twenty eight articles of the Fasci 
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All’estero that set out clearly how the Fascio was to be run and the role to be played by its 
members.  Those who had taken official membership in the Fascio were expected to make 
‘obedience to the Duce and to the laws of Fascism the guiding principle of their private and civic 
life.’  They were to respect the laws of Australia, to show themselves to be model citizens and to 
not involve themselves in the internal politics of the country.  They were, however, to defend 
Italianita’ past and present, to follow the orders of the consul and to remember at all times the 
Duce’s commandment, ‘Believe, Obey, Fight.’  Importantly, no Italian who had become a 
naturalised citizen of their new country could become a member of the Fascio.  Presidents were 
expected, as part of their duties, to establish an Italian Fascist Youth section and an official 
Women’s Fascio branch.  They were also to create and appoint members of the Fascio to a Court of 
Discipline that would preside over any cases where a member was ‘guilty of serious lapses of 
discipline’ that could lead to his expulsion from the party.11 
The changing policy of the PNF in respect to the Fasci All’estero was crucial to the 
structure of the Queensland Fasci.  They were inaugurated by the vice-consul of Queensland 
between 1929 and 1931 when the role of the Fasci abroad had been clearly established by the 
Italian government.  Apart from the Babinda Fascio, their organisation was not the spontaneous 
work of Fascist supporters in Queensland but was completely directed by the then Vice Consular 
Official of Queensland, Count di San Marzano.  He approached wealthy and influential Italians, 
such as the Italian doctor Giovanni Battista Battaglia, who had been practising in Brisbane since 
1927, and asked them to be the inaugural presidents of the proposed Fascio.12 
Figure 4 Letter head of the Brisbane Fascio, Giuseppe Degol, founded in 1930. (Letter located in Q31294, National 
Australian Archives, Brisbane)  
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24 October 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q30579 World War II Internment Information, 1940-1943. 
12 Hearing of Dr Giovanni Battaglia objection against the order made for his detention, 7 August 1940, Q13978 Part 1. 
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As a prominent and literate Italian, Battaglia was the type of person consular officials 
invariably looked to head their organisations.  Even before 1930 Battaglia had been acting as a type 
of de facto leader for the Brisbane Italian community.  In 1928 Vice Consul San Marzano had 
asked Battaglia to organise the collection of donations from Italians in Brisbane to help Italians 
who had been injured or lost homes during the industrial violence then taking place in Melbourne.13 
He was thus the obvious choice for San Marzano for who should head the fledgling Brisbane 
Fascio.  In Innisfail the educated consular agent, Giuseppe Luciano, was asked to head the Fascio, 
whilst in Cairns Carlo Trucano was requested to take the secretaryship of the Fascio as he was ‘the 
only educated Italian in Cairns at the time.’14 The consular representatives looked to these well 
educated and prominent Italians to head the Fasci, using Italian community leaders’ positions of 
influence as a vehicle to increase the popularity and respect for Fascism within Italian populations.  
The social and economic situation of its members and the particular ideological feelings 
towards Fascism that they held were vital factors in shaping the history of the Fasci.  Salvemini’s 
study is useful in this regard.  He listed a number of aspects influencing Italians to join the Fasci 
including family pressure, members who joined the Fasci after being taken along by other people, 
Italians who were genuine hardline Fascists who believed in the ideology and those who enrolled to 
ensure business connections.15 In Queensland these elements all played a role in understanding 
why Italians joined these Fascist institutions.  
The names of the Fasci and their commemorations of Fascist holidays and anniversaries and 
the rhetoric associated with these occasions definitely gave the impression of strong Fascist 
ideological belief amongst the Fascist members in Queensland.  Each Fascio was named after a 
Fascist ‘martyr,’ with the Babinda Fascio named ‘Edmondo Mazzuoli,’ Innisfail, ‘Nicola Nisco’ 
and Cairns, ‘Paolo Solaroli.’  Only that of Brisbane was named after an Italian-Australian, with 
their name honouring Giuseppe Degol, whose actions were promoted by the Fascists as 
demonstrating the supreme sacrifice any Italian-Australian could make.16 This veneration of the 
 
13 Letter from San Marzano to Battaglia, 7 November 1928, Q13978 Part 1.  
14 Hearing of Carlo Trucano objection to the order of detention, 8 August 1940, Q14955; Italo-Australian, 20 February 
1932. (own translation)  
15 G. Salvemini, Italian Fascist Activities in the United States, ed. P. V. Cannistraro (New York: Center for Migration 
Studies, 1977), 43. 
16 Notes on the Italian Fascist Party in Queensland, Q13978 Part 1.  The transformation of heroic fallen soldiers into 
Fascist martyrs was a critical aspect of Fascist propaganda.  It amalgamated World War I with the Fascist revolution 
that took place afterwards and enabled the Fascists to appropriate Italian nationalism associated with the deeds of the 
Italian soldiers of World War I by claiming that only the PNF upheld the memory of the soldiers and the goal they had 
been fighting towards.  See: Mark Neocleous, "Long Live Death!  Fascism, Resurrection, Immortality," Journal of 
Political Ideologies 10, no. 1 (2005): 35.   
111
dead was a major aspect of Fascist political ritual that sanctified Italians who had died fighting for 
the Fascist movement.  It mythologised the violence and sacrifice of the Squadristi and the naming 
of the Fasci in Queensland supposedly incorporated them into the Fascist cult of the dead that 
honoured those who had achieved immortality through their struggles for Fascist victory in Italy.17 
The commemorations of the March on Rome and the armistice with the Austro-Hungarian forces in 
World War I were celebrated by all Fasci throughout the state.  These commonly involved large 
banquets involving Fascio members and Fascist dignitaries, the singing of Giovinezza, toasts to the 
Italian King and to Mussolini and numerous speeches extolling the work of the Fascist party.  The 
Fasci attended these anniversaries in the Black Shirts of the Fascists, performed the Roman Salute 
and usually ended the occasion with the Fascist cry ‘alalá’ to the Duce.18 For the eleventh 
anniversary of the March on Rome the Brisbane Fascio met at the Carlton Hotel Golden Room 
which was adorned with Italian flags.  Dr Battaglia spoke on the coming to power of the Fascists, 
‘on which follows the most brilliant era of history of the Italian people and the civilisation of the 
world’ and ‘alalas’ were given to the Duce.  Following this the Italian consular agent of Brisbane 
talked of ‘the greatness of Italy under the protection of Fascism, the sea power and prestige of 
Fascist Italy abroad.’  A visiting Italian shipping captain, Gotelli, also informed those present ‘of 
Fascist life in Italy…the miracles of initiative and resource.’19 The 1935 commemorations of the 
March on Rome at the Babinda Fascio followed a similar theme, featuring the speech of Giuseppe 
Dal Pai, returned soldier and Fascist who extolled to those present,  
Gentlemen, before going on further I invite to you to cry: Viva le Duce.  Viva the 
martyrs of the Fascist revolution.  Fascism, my gentlemen, is a synthesis of love, 
strength and discipline, three factors that generate national greatness and the 
experience of the last 13 years has proven this.  The little Italy of the past is not 
the one of today and not only do Italians know this but the whole world testifies to 
it as well.20 
These outward displays of Fascist support do appear to sustain an argument that Fascio 
membership demonstrated strong Fascist belief.  However, it is vital to look beyond these 
superficial exhibitions of Fascism.21 Acceptance of the aesthetic of Fascism, the image that it 
attempted to portray of Fasci members as loyal, hardline Fascists, fails to address the reality of the 
 
17 Roberta Suzzi Valli, "The Myth of Squadrismo in the Fascist Regime," Journal of Contemporary History 35, no. 2 
(2000): 139; Neocleous, "Long Live Death!  Fascism, Resurrection, Immortality," 32. 
18 Il Giornale Italiano, 14 November 1934. (own translation) 
19 Letter from Battaglia to L’Italiano, 9 November 1933, NAA, Brisbane, Q25546 Baucia, Cesare – Queensland 
Investigation Case File, 1930-1949. 
20 Il Giornale Italiano, 13 November 1934. (own translation) 
21 Sergio Luzzatto, "The Political Culture of Fascist Italy," Contemporary European History 8, no. 2 (1999): 334. 
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Italian response to Fascist politics, which was characterised by contradictions, opportunism and 
hypocrisy.22 The Brisbane Fascio member, Salvatore Zagami, may have written that the ‘Black 
Shirted Fascists’ were ready to follow Mussolini’s every wish, ‘ready even to lay down their lives 
for Il Duce,’ but it is questionable whether others in his own Fascio shared his fanaticism.23 When 
war came in 1940 virtually none of the Fasci members across Queensland were prepared ‘to lay 
down their lives for Il Duce,’ and Fascist membership, if one looks beyond the Black Shirts and 
toasts to Mussolini, was shaped primarily by self-interest, usually associated with business 
opportunities, rather than ideological fervour. 
In terms of true Fascist belief very few Italians in Queensland understood or took interest in 
what Fascism ideologically was meant to entail.  As Ledeen asserts, the difficulty with the 
dissemination of Fascism abroad was the fact that it had failed to develop ‘an ideology of sufficient 
coherence to make it merchandise for export.’24 The definition of Fascism is a considerably 
difficult task as it generally tended to be defined as circumstances required in order to maximise the 
PNF’s power.  According to Bosworth, even after he had been forced to write it down, ‘Mussolini 
no more than half believed his own ideology.’25 Fascism was not an intellectual movement with a 
clear doctrine and the wide variance of what Fascism was and what it aimed to achieve was 
demonstrated through the Italians who joined the Fasci.26 Count Lalli of Ingham claimed to be a 
true Fascist, although he never explained exactly what this entailed, and lamented that amongst his 
countrymen in Ingham he could not find ‘any Fascists…I mean real Fascists.’27 Francesco Rigano 
proclaimed to be a hardline supporter of Mussolini, asserting that ‘I have only one religion that is 
 
22 R. Bosworth, "Per Necessitá Famigliare: Hypocrisy and Corruption in Fascist Italy," European History Quarterly 30, 
no. 3 (2000): 358, 368. 
23 Il Giornale Italiano, 24 January 1934. (own translation)  
24 Michael A. Ledeen, Universal Fascism: The Theory and Practice of the Fascist International, 1928-1936 (New 
York: Howard Fertig, 1972), 23.     
25 In 1932 Mussolini attempted to articulate the ideological theory of Fascism in ‘Dottrina del Fascismo’ in which he 
wrote rather vaguely that ‘Fascism is a religious concept of life’ and ‘Fascists formed a spiritual community.’  See: R. 
Bosworth, "The Historiography of Twentieth Century Italy: Answers and Questions," Teaching History 4, no. 2 (1970): 
51; S. U. Larsen, "Was There Fascism Outside Europe?  Diffusion from Europe and Domestic Impulses," in Fascism 
Outside Europe, 706-707; S. G. Payne, "The Concept of Fascism " in Who Were the Fascists: Social Roots of European 
Fascism, eds. S. U. Larsen, B. Hagtvet and J. P. Myklebust (Bergen: Universitetsforlaget, 1980), 14;  S. G. Payne, A
History of Fascism 1914-1915 (Wisconsin: University of Wisconsin Press, 1995), 215. 
26 Roberto Vivarelli, "Interpretations of the Origins of Fascism," The Journal of Modern History 63, no. 1 (1991): 29.  
27 Hearing of Pietro Lalli objection to the order of detention, 19 August 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q2602 Pietro Lalli, 
1930-1957. 
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Fascism, only one God that is Mussolini.’28 Head of the Innisfail Fascio Aldo Signorini was one of 
the few Queensland Italians who argued that Fascism should be implemented in Australia, asserting 
that ‘I think Australians would appreciate the principles of Fascism.’29 For Francesco Ridolfi, 
Fascism meant allegiance to Italy, asserting he was ‘a Fascist and a good Italian and I am proud.  
This is not a dishonour when one feels patriotism in the heart.’30 Given that Fascism both in Italy 
and across the world developed in relation to its local context and presented itself as incorporating a 
vast array of differing elements, including anti-Communism, nationalism, violent revolution, 
Catholic sentiment and defence of the legacy of the returned soldiers of World War I, it is 
understandable that throughout Queensland Fascism would mean a diverse number of things to a 
vast range of Italians.31 
Some joined after being pressured to by family members or acquaintances associated with 
the Fasci.  Alfio and Renzo Barbi, for instance, were involved in the Babinda Fascio through their 
father Antonio, while Federico Cervetto argued that his Fascist membership in Brisbane was only 
done ‘to honour and please my father’ Luigi Cervetto.32 Other Italians, such as Annunziato Donato 
were recruited by friends and took little part in Fascio meetings.33 Battaglia was also active in 
encouraging his Italian patients to join the Brisbane Fascio, such as Domenico Salvati, whom he 
 
28 Statement by Dr Francesco Rigano, NAA, Brisbane, Q23385 Rigano, Francesco – Queensland Investigation Case 
File, 1940-1947. 
29 Statement by Aldo Signorini, 10 February 1944, NAA, Brisbane, Q29233 Signorini, Aldo – Queensland Investigation 
Case File, 1941-1950. 
30 Letter from Francesco Ridolfi to Norina Ridolfi, 7 December 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q28568  Ridolfi, Francesco – 
Queensland Investigation Case File, 1920-1948. 
31 Paul Corner, "Everyday Fascism in the 1930s: Centre and Periphery in the Decline of Mussolini's Dictatorship," 
Contemporary European History 15, no. 2 (2006): 197. 
32 Hearing of Federico Cervetto objection to the order of detention, 22 May 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q24436 Cervetto, 
Frederico – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1941-1945; Hearing of Renzo Barbi objection to the order of detention, 
13 February 1941, NAA, Brisbane, Q30247 Barbi, Renzo – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1940-1944; Statement 
by Alfio Barbi, 8 July 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q30280 Barbi, Alfio – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1940-1958. 
33 When questioned as to why he joined the Brisbane Fascio Annuziato Donato replied, ‘I never thought this trouble 
would come.  It was in peace time. Some friend, he called on me and I said, “go ahead.”’  See: Hearing of Annuziato 
Donato objection to the order of detention, 5 December 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q31294 Donato, Annuziato [Nunzio] – 
Queensland investigation case file – also Fascist activities in Brisbane – includes Cervetto, Luigi; Salvati, D.; Quaglia, 
Filiberto; Luciano, Giuseppe; Gattino, Carlo Alberto; Boxxoli, Vittorio; Bozzoli, Giovanna; Donato, Domenico; 
Gargiulo Antonio; Zonta, Gaspare, 1940-1945.  
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signed up to the Fascist party after administering to him for three years for an illness.  Battaglia also 
unsuccessfully tried to recruit another Italian patient while treating him for an injured hand.34 
It is evident that socio-economic factors played a more important role than ideological 
belief in encouraging Italians to join the Fasci.  The members of the Fasci were overwhelmingly 
from the higher socio-economic sectors of the Italian population.  For example, the twenty 
founding members of the Brisbane Fascio were generally from the better educated and higher 
socio-economic strata of the Brisbane Italian community.  Brisbane Italians such as Filiberto 
Quaglia, who was the manager of the Australia-Italia Shipping Company, Carlo Alberto Gattino, 
member of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Sydney, ex-deputy mayor of Charleville and 
Queensland manager for Caldwell Wines, as well as Luigi Cervetto, one of the oldest and most 
respected Italian businessmen in Brisbane and founder of the Club Concordia, were all founding 
members of the Brisbane Fascio.35 A large percentage, if not all, of the members of the Babinda 
Fascio were established cane farmers.  The president Gino Gaspari, as well as prominent members 
Antonio Barbi and Antonio Omodei, had migrated to Australia before World War I.36 Silvio 
Tanfani, businessman for Cinzano Wines and Spirits and later consular agent in Cairns was a 
prominent member of the Cairns Fascio,37 while Count Lalli, a well known and leading Italian 
farmer and businessman, was an active member of the Innisfail Fascio, alongside the three Italian 
cane farming brothers Muscio, Ernio and Aldo Signorini.38 The influence of Italian doctors was 
also substantial within areas of Italian settlement in Queensland.  Italian doctors were invariably the 
most respected, educated Italians in the community and were targeted directly by the Fasci 
 
34 Northern Command Report, 22 July 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q21119 Stranieri, Dino – Queensland Investigation Case 
File, 1941-1945; Hearing of Domenico Salvati objection to the order of detention, 8 December 1942, NAA, Brisbane, 
Q7221 Domenico Salvati, 1930-1955. 
35 Translation of Balance Sheet of Brisbane Fascio, Q13978 Part 1. 
36 Hearing of Gino Gaspari objection to the order of detention, 8 August 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q23450 Gaspari, Gino - 
Queensland Investigation File, 1923-1946; Hearing of Antonio Barbi objection to the order of detention, 18 October 
1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q30247 Barbi, Antonio – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1940-1944. 
37 Investigation Report re: Silvio Tanfani, 16 July 1940, Tanfani, Silvio, NAA, Brisbane, Q23605 Queensland 
Investigation Case File, 1933-1946. 
38 Hearing of Pietro Lalli objection to order of detention, Q2602; Aldo Signorini, statement, Q29233; Hearing of Muzio 
Signorini objection to order of detention, 5 November 1941, NAA, Brisbane, Q8454 Muzio and Olga Signorini, 1940-
1945; Statement by Goffredo Ennio Signorini, 6 April 1943, NAA, Australia, Q24559 Signorini, Goffredo Ennio 
Danilo – Queensland Investigation Case File [internee at Gaythorne, born Italy 1907], 1940-1945; Italo-Australian, 23 
January 1932. (own translation) 
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All’estero to join the party.  Apart from Dr Battaglia, Dr Vattuone, Dr Castellano and Dr Francesco 
Ridolfi were all associated with Fasci throughout Queensland.39 
Association with Fascism provided business opportunities and important connections with 
Italian officials.  Whilst Cresciani’s argument that Italian businessmen associated with Fascism out 
of convenience is partly demonstrated by these aspects, this precludes the fact that generally these 
Italians did, to some extent, support the Italian Fascist government.  Though he was strongly 
connected to the Australian business community through his job and the numerous clubs and 
associations to which he belonged, Gattino, for example, also maintained an awareness of the 
political climate of Italy.  He was a member of the Brisbane Royal National Agricultural 
Association, the Tattersall Club, the Wine and Spirit Merchants Section of the Brisbane Merchants 
Association, the Australian Wine and Brandy Association, the Nudgee Gold (a business networking 
organisation in Nudgee) and other sporting clubs throughout Queensland.  Viewed within this 
context his membership to the Fascio could definitely be seen as simply that of another club 
Gattino saw as a means of building and enhancing his business contacts.  In 1942 he claimed that 
the key motivating factor in his request to join the Fascio was that he met Battaglia and became 
aware that through the doctor he could meet wealthier Italians who would not only be interested in 
purchasing wine but be able to promote his business further.  Until that point in time he was having 
trouble locating Italians of higher economic status in Brisbane and had only met Italian fishermen 
from Breakfast Creek who offered little to his business prospects.  This however, does not support 
an argument that Gattino’s Fascio links were devoid of a political point of view.  Once he 
discovered that Battaglia’s group of friends were the Brisbane Fascio Gattino accepted membership 
because ‘at that time Mussolini and his government were generally admired by Australia.  I 
accepted the nomination never dreaming that the Fascist party would betray the Italian people and 
enter the war against the British and French nations.’40 The understanding as postulated by Paul 
Corner, that ‘Fascism has always been an uneasy alliance between interest and ideology and that 
 
39 See: Q24430 Part 1 Vattuone, Dr Angelo Bartolo Mario - Queensland Investigation Case File - Ex Internee, 1930-
1951; Q28568 Ridolfi, Francesco; Q13978 Part 1 Dr Giovanni Battaglia.  Some controversy regarding Dr Francesco 
Castellano’s role still exists.  He had originally come to Ingham from Italy to work at the Italian Hospital that had been 
established in the town in late 1929 under Doctor Piscitelli.  Castellano arrived in Australia in March 1930.  Despite not 
ever joining a particular Fascio he was a prominent and outspoken defender of the Fascist regime.  By his own 
admittance Castellano had been specifically chosen by the High Medical Board of the Italian government to come to 
Ingham.  Given the political climate in Italy and the policy of spreading Fascism abroad it is highly likely that 
Castellano was selected both for his medical skills and his political views.  See: Herbert River Express, 12 October 
1933; Il Giornale Italiano, 5 July 1933; Italo-Australia, 5 April 1930. (own translation) 
40 Carlo Gattino statement to Northern Command, NAA, Brisbane, Q31291 Gattino, Charles A – Queensland 
Investigation Case File, 1936-1942. 
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many Fascists had seen the movement, almost from the start, as a vehicle for social and economic 
promotion,’ is useful in this regard.41 The support of the Fascist party may have provided a sense 
of empowerment and prestige for those of the higher socio-economic strata in Italian communities, 
allowing them to further establish themselves as migrant leaders, but it is also true that they were 
aligning themselves with a political movement they supported at some level.  This perception is 
vital and questions the neat segregation between business elites and the general community that 
Cresciani defines.  On the contrary, their membership with the Fascio was grounded in a complex 
inter-working between political, social and economic opportunism and genuinely positive feelings 
towards Mussolini’s regime and its achievements in Italy.  
As in the United States, it was critical that the emergence of this economically successful 
class of Italians took place at the same time that Fascism had consolidated its power in Italy and 
was looking to expand its influence in overseas Italian communities.  Membership of the Fasci was 
for these men not a violent rejection against the wider Australian society or a strong reinforcement 
of Italian political identity.  Although still defined by their ethnicity, these Italians had achieved a 
productive accommodation with the cultural and commercial life within their community.  Their 
involvement with Italian politics related intrinsically to their socio-economic situation in 
Queensland and enhanced their commercial prospects in Australia through association with an 
overseas based political movement.42 As previously explained, the relationship between Fascist 
officials and the prominenti of the Italian community was to a mutual benefit and both groups were 
active in promoting this connection.    
The factors shaping Fascist support, the differing understandings of the ideology and 
reasons why Italians joined the Fasci meant the movement in Queensland, even at this supposedly 
official level, never involved a coherent body with a consistent goal.  The Australian government’s 
belief that the Fasci blindly followed guidance from Rome was ill-conceived.  Instead, despite the 
propaganda, Italian Fasci members used Fascism on their own terms, be it for business reasons or as 
a means of fighting political opponents.  The politics of Fascism were not the primary aspect of 
these Italians’ lives and membership of the Fasci was shaped by their own concerns and the benefits 
they could gain by associating with the PNF.43 
41 Paul Corner, "Everyday Fascism in the 1930s: Centre and Periphery in the Decline of Mussolini's Dictatorship," 207. 
42 J. Clifford, "Diasporas," in The Ethnicity Reader: Nationalism, Multiculturalism and Migration, eds. Montserrat 
Guibernau and John Rex (Cambridge: Polity Press, 1997), 287; A. Portes and Z. M. Portes, "The New Second 
Generation: Segmented Assimilation and Its Variants," Annals of the American Academy of Political and Social 
Science, no. 530 (1993): 82-83. 
43 R. Bosworth, "War, Totalitarianism and 'Deep Belief’ in Fascist Italy, 1935-43," European History Quarterly 34, no. 
4 (2004): 499; R. Bosworth, Mussolini's Italy: Life under the Dictatorship, 1915-1945 (New York: Penguin, 2006), 254. 
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Indeed, the Fasci’s activities varied across the state, with each Fascio playing differing roles 
within their communities.  To join the Fascio one supposedly had to attend a solemn ceremony 
where in front of Fascio members one would recite the Fascist oath, ‘I swear to follow without 
discussion the orders of the Duce and to serve with all my strength and, if necessary, with my 
blood, the cause of the Fascist revolution.’44 Such rhetoric and the claims of the PNF that Fascist 
members were bound to the party and the orders of the Duce for life were a concern for the 
Australian government.  In as early as 1927 the Attorney-General’s department signalled its unease 
at the oath taken by Fascist members in Australia.45 The claims by the Fascist party in respect to 
the Fasci were taken at face value, with the military reporting to the Australian government in 1936 
that  
 
Since the whole power of the state in Italy is controlled and directed by the Fascist 
party under Mussolini it follows that all Italians who are members of the party are 
compelled to conform to the wishes of party leadership as transmitted to them by 
their immediate superiors.  In general this secures considerable uniformity of 
action in accordance with orders issued from Rome…Particular attention should 
be paid to British born Italians who belong to the Partito Nazionale Fascista as 
important connections or potential connections between Fasci and espionage.46 
Such concerns, though understandable, failed to correspond with the reality of the situation in 
respect to the Fasci.  The membership ceremonies were virtually non-existent in Queensland and 
Italians overwhelmingly took out their Fascist party membership by simply signing a form that was 
then sent to Italy.  Carlo Trucano claimed the oath was on the form but nobody paid much 
attention, they just signed the papers which were then forwarded to the consular representatives.  
When asked to recall the oath he answered, ‘if my memory serves me right, it was something about 
swearing faith to the Fascio of Italy and obedience to Mussolini, but I didn’t take much notice.’47 
The cases of Brisbane Fascio members Annuziato Donato and Domenico Salvati, where they were 
 
44 Police report on Ceremony of presentation of ‘Tessere’ and administration of oath of Fascist party, 21 September 
1940, NAA, Sydney, 10 Ceremony of presentation of ‘Tessere’.   
45 Letter from Attorney-General’s Department to Home and Territories Department, 24 August 1927, NAA, Canberra, 
1928/294 Italian Fascist Organizations in Australia. Form of Oath 1928.  The Australian government had also filed 
Italian articles on the role of the Fasci All’estero and the activities of the Fasci then forming in Australia.  See: 
Summary of the Italian press, Australian Government Report, 1927-1928, Australian Department of External Affairs.  
Summary of the Italian Press. Volume 8/22 1927 - Volume 18/25 May 1928. 
46 Australian Security Report, Fascist Activities, Prepared in 1936, NAA, Brisbane, Q30565 Italian Master File [List of 
members of the Fascio, blackshirts], 1929-1942. 
47 Hearing of Carlo Trucano objection to the order of detention, Q14955. 
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required to simply sign a form with all other paper work arranged by Battaglia, as head of the 
Fascio, was the usual method for joining the Fascist party.48 
The problem with looking only at the instructions and goals of the PNF and accepting on 
face value that every Fascio was guided by its policies is, as argued by Paxton, ‘posed by the 
daunting wide disparity among individual cases in space in time…each national variant of Fascism 
draws its legitimacy…not from some universal scripture but from what it considers the most 
authentic elements of its own community identity.’49 The goals of the Fascist Party and the 
instructions required of the Fasci were never simply disseminated by Italy and then enacted by 
Fascist members in Australia.  For example, the membership lists of several Fasci show that they 
clearly ignored the PNF directive that only Italians who had not become naturalised Australians 
should be allowed to join the Fascio.  The political activities of the Italian Fascists were instead 
formed as much by local context as they were the politics of the PNF.   
 Indeed, what type of association the Fasci were actually meant to be was a point of 
considerable confusion and disparity between Queensland’s Fasci members.  Battaglia argued that 
the Brisbane Fascio was primarily a benevolent association that helped Italian immigrants settle in 
Australia,  
 
The chief function [of the Brisbane Fascio] would be to diffuse the Italian 
language amongst immigrants and to help them.  One by-law of the association 
was to respect the country they were living in and to know the laws.  Many 
immigrants would not know the language…It was a benevolent idea – mutual help 
and help to the needy ones.  We worked in relation to the consul to bring relief to 
the people who were, through ignorance or other things, penniless.50 
When asked if the organisation had any political significance Battaglia unequivocally answered that 
it did not.51 Trucano described the Cairns Fascio in a similar fashion as ‘an Italian association for 
helping each other, helping the immigrants who come and assisting some poor Italians.  Giving 
benefits and amusements to such as the ambulance and things like that.’52 As a comparison, these 
 
48 Hearing of Annuziato Donato to the order of detention, Q31294; Hearing of Domenico Salveti to the order of 
detention, Q7221. 
49 Robert O. Paxton, "The Five Stages of Fascism," The Journal of Modern History 70 (1998): 3;  Kallis makes a similar 
argument, asserting ‘without particular attention to national traditions and mentalities, the Fascist minimum remains 
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50 Hearing of Dr Battaglia objection to the order of detention, Q13978 Part 1. 
51 Hearing of Dr Battaglia objection to the order of detention, Q13978 Part 1. 
52 Hearing of Carlo Trucano objection to the order of detention, Q14955. 
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organisations were distinctively separate in their goals from Australian based Fascist organisations 
forming in the early 1930s, such as the New Guard, that aimed to implement a Fascist form of 
government in parts of Australia.53 At no time did any of the Fasci organisations in Queensland 
advocate the realisation of a Fascist form of government in Australia as part of their directives.  
This, however, did not in turn mean that all the Fasci were peaceful, benevolent societies.  The 
Babinda Fascio was a more aggressive and proactive organisation, that unlike either those of Cairns 
or Brisbane, was involved in violent clashes with the towns’ anti-Fascist supporters.  The 
differences were due to the political divisions in Babinda, where strong opposition to Fascism 
prompted an equally aggressive reaction by Fascist supporters.   
 
Figure 5 Letter head of Cairns Fascio, Paolo Solaroli, founded in 1931. (Letter located in Q14955, National Australian 
Archives, Brisbane)  
 
The Babinda Fascio was the only Fascio instituted independently by Italians and not the 
work of San Marzano.  Gino Gaspari stated at an appeal to his internment in 1940 that he started the 
Fascio as a reaction to Communist influence in Babinda.54 The ideological separation in the town 
was shaped to a substantial degree by socio-economic division within the Babinda Italian 
community.  A large percentage, if not all, of the members of the Babinda Fascio were established 
cane farmers.  They were deeply concerned about the influence of Communism in the town 
amongst Italian workers they relied on to cut cane on their properties.  In contrast to Brisbane where 
there was no effective anti-Fascist movement, Babinda members saw the formation of the Fascio as 
a force established to fight Communist and anti-Fascist influence.  This fact appears to have 
encouraged the membership of Italians who were much more ideologically fervent in their support 
of the Fascist party and Mussolini than in other Fasci in Queensland.  Gaspari had a criminal 
 
53 The most well known and prominent Fascist association in 1930s Australia was the New Guard led by Eric Campbell.  
According to John Perkins and Andrew Moore the New Guard ‘adopted a Fascist programme, a Fascist form of party 
organisation and Fascist tactics in the pursuit of power.  Frequent rallies were held to publicise the anti-democracy 
message of the organisation, its opposition to “machine” or “party politics.”’  They believed that in the early 1930s their 
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conviction for badly assaulting three Italian Communists in Babinda.55 Fellow foundation member 
Antonio Barbi was a strong ideological believer in Mussolini’s economic policy in Italy, writing a 
book called How to Solve the Problem of Employment in which he asserted that Britain and France 
could end their economic problems through Fascist revolution and the implementation of an 
economic system mirrored on Mussolini’s in Italy, whilst fellow Fascist member and founder of the 
Italian ex-soldiers’ association of Babinda, Sicilian immigrant Antonio Falcone, proposed building 
a statue of Mussolini in the town to honour the work he had done in Sicily.56 These were not time 
servers who took out membership of the Fascio simply to further financial interests; they were 
strong supporters of the Fascist regime who feared the impact of the anti-Fascists of Babinda, a 
factor that clearly distinguished them from other Fasci in Queensland.   
Thus, the membership within differing Fasci and the nature of their activities and goals 
varied greatly between Queensland’s organisations, constructed as they were by the context of 
Italian life within the community they inhabited.  Beyond the formation of the Fasci, the wider 
clash between Fascist and anti-Fascist forces, the working conditions of Italians in Queensland, the 
role of the Catholic Church and the actions of the Italian government would all impact on 
Queensland’s Italian population between the years 1930 and 1935 and would in turn shape the role 
the Fasci were able to play within the overall development of Fascist politics in the state.    
Despite the increasing influence of Fascism within Queensland’s Italian communities and 
the formation of official Fascist associations, the opposition to Fascism that had characterised the 
political environment of North Queensland in the 1920s was still strong.  On 29 May 1930 the 
insignia of the consular agency of Innisfail disappeared again.57 This time the incident was not 
believed to be a prank but instead related to the clash between differing factions of Italians that had 
been taking place prior to the disappearance.58 It followed an attack on Luciano in a Cairns hotel 
where he was assaulted by anti-Fascists who attempted to tear the Fascist badge he was wearing 
from his shirt.59 Grossardi directly blamed Luciano for the incident, arguing that Luciano’s 
exploitation of his position had not encouraged Italians in Innisfail to support the Fascist party but 
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instead to view it as a source of pressure and extortion.  In Grossardi’s opinion Luciano was ‘not a 
suitable person to trust with an office of such importance.’60 After the return of the coat of arms in 
June the consular agency of Innisfail was closed by PNF officials on the recommendation of the 
acting Vice-Consul in Townsville Mario Melano, as well as Grossardi who felt that the anger 
engendered by Luciano’s actions had made the consular agency unworkable.61 
San Marzano was also a target for anti-Fascist supporters.  Cresciani reports that during 
visits to Ingham and Babinda in 1930 he was beaten and spat upon and eventually had to seek 
police protection during his visit to Cairns.62 Some 250 Italians attended an anti-Fascist banquet 
and grand ball in Trebonne in February 1932 where the red flag of the Communists was displayed 
and speeches made against Mussolini and Fascism.63 Large numbers of Italians also marched in the 
May Day processions of 1931 in Innisfail and in 1933 the first May Day march in Ingham to be 
organised by anti-Fascist Italians took place.64 Italian Consul General Ferrante assured the 
government in Rome that the march in Ingham was of no importance but did report that the centres 
for anti-Fascist resistance continued to be Ingham and Innisfail.65 
The anti-Fascist cause in North Queensland had been helped considerably by the arrival of 
Francesco Carmagnola in Ingham during 1931.  One of the most prominent Italian Anarchists in 
Australia, Carmagnola had started the first Italian anti-Fascist newspaper in Australia, Il Risveglio,
in 1927 and instituted the popular anti-Fascist Matteotti Club in Melbourne at the end of the same 
year.66 Unlike other anti-Fascist groups such as the Socialists, the Anarchists encouraged direct 
action against Fascist officials.67 On establishing himself in Ingham, Carmagnola was involved in 
the most serious attack on a Queensland Fascist representative when he and two other Italians 
attacked Townsville’s acting Vice-Consul Mario Melano in Ingham.  On confronting Melano in the 
street Carmagnola had demanded he remove his Fascist badge.  When he refused, Carmagnola and 
his accomplice Mario Tardiani attacked Melano and tore the badge from his lapel.  Carmagnola 
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then gave Melano twenty-four hours to leave Ingham.  Later on that night a crowd of some forty 
anti-Fascist Italians approached the Noorla Hotel where Melano was eating and threw objects at 
him as he attempted to leave.68 Carmagnola was arrested and charged with assault.  The ensuing 
court case focused on the clash between anti-Fascists and Fascists taking place in North 
Queensland, with Melano denying that he told Carmagnola ‘if you don’t stop the anti-Fascist 
propaganda you will have more trouble here and so will your father and mother in Italy,’ but did 
admit that despite representing all Italians in Queensland he ‘did show a little preference towards 
Fascists.’69 Carmagnola used the case to assert his political views, proclaiming himself an 
Anarchist ready to ‘fight with everyone, yellow or black, as long as it was for liberty.  Italian 
people today were starving under a dictatorship and a band of murderers.  Australian people had a 
duty to fight them.’  When asked what animosity he had for Melano he answered, ‘I hate him like a 
Fascist consul.’70 In an embarrassing end to the incident for the Fascists, and a significant boost to 
the anti-Fascist movement, Carmagnola was found not guilty of assaulting Melano, primarily 
because neither Melano nor the witnesses could specifically attest to whether Tardiani or 
Carmagnola was the actual attacker.71 The Italo-Australian lamented that Carmagnola’s actions 
had besmirched the name of Italians in Queensland and allowed anti-Italian organisations and press 
outlets to stereotype Italians as violent Communists with no respect for the laws of Australia.72 
Carmagnola continued to be at the front of anti-Fascist action in North Queensland until his 
departure from the region in 1935.  Working with other Italian anti-Fascists such as the Danesi 
brothers, Luigi and Costante, he organised anti-Fascist marches, banquets and balls and maintained 
the publication of his anti-Fascist newspaper La Riscossa, which had replaced Il Risveglio, until its 
suppression by Commonwealth authorities in November 1932.73 The early 1930s was thus a time 
of considerable action for the anti-Fascists of North Queensland.  However, from 1933 onwards 
their presence and support in the region declined.  This was due to a number of factors.   
In the mid-1930s the Australian government was more concerned with anti-Fascist Italians, 
whom it viewed as Communist troublemakers, than it was with Fascist activity.  Military reports 
show that prominent Italian Communists were being kept under close surveillance and that 
Communist influence, especially amongst Italians in North Queensland, was of particular interest to 
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the government.74 The Fascists were able to use this situation in Queensland, directing the state's 
police against the party's perceived enemies by portraying them as anti-Australian subversives.  
Fascist informants within the Italian population supplied the police with evidence of undesirable 
activities conducted by supposed anti-Fascist Italians as a means of defaming their opponents.  A 
1933 memo from the Department of External Affairs in Canberra asked the Attorney-General's 
Department to forward to the Queensland police for investigation a list of fourteen North 
Queensland Italians it had been informed were involved in acts of blackmail.  In this case however, 
the investigation branch voiced its concerns that these questionable accusations had come from 
Fascist sources,   
 
The mere report that certain men are undesirable should surely require some 
corroboration before they can be regarded as such and the only way to obtain this 
would be through the person making the report being questioned.  The statement 
that a man is undesirable may be a bit of personal spite and I think the police 
should be informed as to the name and address of the person making the 
statement, so that verification can be obtained.  Because a man is anti-Fascist 
should not bring him into the undesirable class, and I would not be surprised if 
this was the only objection the informant has against some of the men mentioned 
as undesirable.75 
Fascist use of the Australian government to silence its opponents was not always treated with this 
level of scepticism.  It was with the urging of the Italian Fascists that the Australian government 
agreed to ban the publishing of prominent anti-Fascist newspapers La Ricsossa and L’Avanguardia 
Libertaria in late 1932.76 With no effective press the anti-Fascists were hampered in their attempts 
to propagate their message to a wider audience.  
Carmagnola’s relocation from North Queensland back to Sydney in 1935 was also a crucial 
aspect.  He had been the most decisive leader of the anti-Fascists in the region and the most willing 
to take violent action against consular representatives and members of the Fascist party.77 His 
arrival had heralded the most prominent actions in anti-Fascist resistance to the policies of the PNF 
and Carmagnola’s departure was a significant blow to anti-Fascist action in North Queensland.  
Adding to the pressure on the anti-Fascist cause was the increasing influence of the Fascists 
within Queensland.  The early 1930s were a time of considerable upheaval in Australia that 
affected all citizens of the country including Italians.  The depression ushered in an era of economic 
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hardship and employment pressure.  Italians, as the largest non-Anglo-Celtic group in Australia 
were a target for Australian discontent at the lack of employment opportunities.  Enhancing the 
problem was the fact that Italians were exploited as strike breakers on the Melbourne wharfs in the 
early 1930s causing anti-Italian riots and acts of violence.78 The worst case of anti-Italian violence 
in Australia took place during January 1934 in the Western Australian town of Kalgoorlie.  Rising 
antagonism towards Italian labour in the gold fields exploded into violence after an Australian was 
accidentally killed in a fight with an Italian pub owner.  Anglo-Australians rioted, burning Italian 
houses and destroying clubs and cafes which were frequented by Italians.  The Italian population of 
Kalgoorlie subsequently left the town and never returned.79 
In Queensland the large Italian presence was a focus of resentment for a number of 
organisations.  By 1933 Queensland had the largest Italian born population in Australia, with 8355 
Italians residing in the state.80 In the Hinchinbrook shire, which incorporated Ingham, they made 
up 24.61% of the population.81 There was widespread resentment against Italians in the sugar 
growing districts based on the idea that their domination in cane cutting labour was limiting job 
opportunities for British Australians.  Labour associations, such as the British Preference League, 
formed with the goal of restricting the percentage of Italians able to be employed as cane cutters.   
This negative perception of Italians was accentuated by the growing press focus on Italian 
criminal activities and vendettas that were causing violence within the sugar areas of the north.  
Stories of Camorra activity in Cairns and Black Hand Gang crimes in Ingham and Innisfail were 
common in the early 1930s.82 Although their significance was undoubtedly exaggerated by the 
press, a number of violent acts within Italian communities of the north did fuel fears of organised 
crime networks operating in North Queensland.  In April 1931 four Italians were shot and wounded 
by an unknown assailant in Ingham, attempted extortions of Italian farmers made by other Italians 
purporting to be from the Black Hand Gang were reported in Innisfail as early as 1932 and in 1934 
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an Italian couple in the area were shot at and an attempt was made to blow up their house after they 
apparently refused to give in to blackmail attempts.83 Most seriously a car bomb exploded outside 
the Innisfail Italian club on 27 May 1932 resulting in widespread damage.  A similar incident 
followed on 5 August 1933 when an Italian resident of Mourilyan had his car blown up.84 Several 
prominent murders also took place, most dramatically on 10 March 1934 when Giovanni Iacono 
shot dead Nicola Mamone in the main street of Innisfail as revenge for an earlier attack in which 
Mamone and some other Italians had cut off Iacono’s ears.85 This was followed in June 1935 with 
the murder of Domenico Scarcella, who was rumoured to be a member of the Black Hand Gang, at 
his farm in Ingham.86 To what extent these incidents were the work of organised criminal gangs, 
simply Italian vendettas between individuals or attempts by Italians to use the fear of the Black 
Hand Gang or Camorra name to extort money from wealthier farmers is still debatable, but the 
shootings, murders and bombings undoubtedly caused fear within Italian communities of North 
Queensland, specifically in Innisfail, Ingham and Mourilyan.  The Northern Herald reported in 
1933 that some farmers in Mourilyan were placing their farms on the market due to continued 
threats and in 1934 farmers from Innisfail, Mourilyan and South Johnstone formed the League for 
Common Defence against Terrorism.87 The incidents also placed considerable pressure on Italians, 
already the focus of labour based resentment, and saw towns such as Innisfail portrayed by the 
press as living in the fear of Italian criminal gangs.88 
Beyond the violence between Italians there were still occasional reports of interracial 
conflict between Italians and British-Australians in North Queensland.  On the 30 November 1930 
a major disturbance between British-Australians and Italians took place at Feluga, about twelve 
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kilometres from Tully.  An argument between Italians and Australians during a two-up game ended 
with the Italians fleeing and taking refuge in another Italian’s house.  A gang of British Australians 
then attacked the house screaming ‘we will kill all the stinking Dago bastards,’ pulling out slip-rails 
from nearby fences and using them to strike the Italians, including an Italian woman who was in the 
house.  The Italians retaliated and shots were fired with one of the British being hit in the leg.  The 
police investigating the incident reported that ‘it is hard to expect that amongst the mixed 
population such as is to be found in the sugar centres in the sugar season that it would pass off 
without some breach or breaches of the peace.’89 In November 1933 another serious clash between 
Italians and British Australians took place in Cairns involving fence palings, sticks and knives and 
ended with the stabbing of one of the British Australians by an Italian involved in the fracas.90 
The years between 1930 and 1935 thus witnessed considerable pressure on Italians in many 
areas of North Queensland.  Inter-racial brawls, violent actions between Italians including murders 
and car bombings and labour discrimination in the cane fields all placed substantial strain on Italian 
communities, an aspect that the Fascists were able to exploit for their own gains.  In respect to the 
Black Hand Gang activities the Italian government was active in assisting the Australian Federal 
government to deal with the culprits.91 Several of the Italians convicted for being involved in Black 
Hand Gang activities were deported to Italy where it was reported ‘they [the criminals] were shown 
little mercy by the Italian authorities.’92 The Italian government was eager to assist with the 
suppression of Italian criminal activity as they viewed it as affecting the good name of Australia’s 
Italians.93 The deportations did appear to have calmed the situation and by mid-1934 it was 
reported that criminal activities by Italians purporting to be in organised gangs had decreased and 
that ‘Decent Italians’ were pleased with the action that had been taken by the Italian government.94 
Anti-Italian focus on the Italian settlements in Queensland enhanced Fascism’s appeal as a 
force that would defend the Italian race.  Carlo Sforza in his study of Italians in America believed 
Fascism’s support amongst Italian-Americans lay in the success of its propaganda that claimed 
‘Fascism would bring Italians a kind of glory they had never known in all their tormented history,’ 
a popular message to an immigrant population that faced acute discrimination within American 
society.95 A similar nationalist message was perpetuated by the Fascists in Queensland.  In his final 
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trip to Cairns before departing to New York, acting Vice-Consul Mario Melano told the Italians 
present,  
 
the instructions of the Fascist government was that it wanted its representatives to 
approach the mass and that Italians in foreign countries no longer be treated like a 
negligible and contemptible quantity but on the contrary as a citizen, respected, 
admired and bold as his origin as a Citizen of Rome.96 
The appeal to ancient Rome was a central part of Fascist nationalism, using the ideal of the great 
civilisation as an inspiration for what Italy could achieve under the Fascists.  As Mussolini asserted, 
‘Rome is our starting point and our reference point; it is our symbol, or if you will, our Myth.  We 
dream of a Roman Italy, which is to say: an Italy that is wise, strong disciplined and imperial.’97 
The resurrection of Italy as a major power, just as Rome had once been, that the Fascists had 
supposedly achieved, was an intrinsic aspect of their propaganda at home in Italy as well as 
abroad.98 In Queensland the Fasci spread this message to the wider Italian audience and brought 
more of the population under the influence of the Fascist party.  Head of the Cairns Fascio Aldo 
Signorini was a prominent disseminator of the Fascists’ message to Italians in Queensland, 
proclaiming in the Italian-Australian newspaper Il Giornale Italiano, ‘The good Italians, those that 
keep up the patrimonial spirit, the glories of the past, those who really know the historical value of 
Italy, to Dante, Garibaldi, Mazzini and to the Duce, are those that will be good Australians 
tomorrow and will not denigrate the Italy of the Duce.’  According to Signorini, the strength of the 
Black Shirts had been shown when the Australian government had issued its statement of regret 
over the disappearance of the Italian coat of arms from Innisfail in 1929, something that would not 
have been given to any other government in the world.99 
How many Italians throughout Queensland read Signorini’s message and accepted it is 
impossible to know, but the activities of the Fasci in various areas were gaining some success in the 
early 1930s through the organisation of social outings and events.  The party clearly understood 
that many Italians were wary of the political aspects associated with official Fascist groups.  
Instead, the Fascists promoted the establishment of numerous Dopolavoro or ‘after work cultural 
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organisations’.100 The aim of the Dopolavoro was to organise associations and events such as 
sporting clubs, libraries and reading rooms, lectures on the Italian language, motion pictures from 
Italy and choral, musical and dramatic societies.  The official purpose of the Dopolavoro was ‘to 
strengthen them [Italians] against negative influences and to turn them toward Fascism by the 
positive influence of education, camaraderie and the competitive spirit of sport.’101 No Italian 
cultural, social or sporting group was to be exempted from Fascist influence and consuls were 
under strict instruction from Italy that all pre-existing Italian clubs of this nature were to be 
absorbed into the official Fascist Dopolavoro by 28 October 1935.102 The Fascist party saw the 
Dopolavoro as critical to asserting its influence over the average migrant.  Instructions on the 
Dopolavoro from official Fascist sources highlighted sport as a major target for Fascist infiltration 
as ‘it is the most popular activity of the working classes’.103 While no official Dopolavoro 
organisation appears to have existed in Queensland, Fascists organised social events for Italians 
throughout the state as a means of promoting Fascism.    
In Brisbane the first such events took place during the Fascio’s inaugural official year in 
1931, when three festivals, recorded by Battaglia as ‘Day of the Italians’ were held on 28 October 
and the 4 and 11 November. These dates celebrated the anniversary of the March on Rome in 1922, 
the surrender of the Austro-Hungarian forces to Italy in 1918 and the birthday of the King of Italy 
respectively.104 Unfortunately there are no records of what took place at these events.  In 1932 
these three days were combined into one celebration on 20 November in which all Italians in 
Brisbane were invited to join the Fascio in a picnic at Bishop Island to commemorate the occasions. 
The day involved much drinking, eating, singing, dancing and four competitive races for girls, 
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boys, women and men. At the invitation of the Fascio nearly the entire Italian community of 
Brisbane attended the picnic.  Apart from the Italian badges distributed by the Fascio to those 
attending, the singing of national songs and the toasting of the King and Mussolini, the day had 
very little in the way of Fascist propaganda.  Overall, the occasion was extremely successful in 
bringing together a substantial number of Brisbane’s Italians in a national celebration, the very first 
time such an event had occurred.105 
In Babinda the Fascio had similar success through its control of the Dante Alighieri Babinda 
Italian club.  In the 1920s Communist supporters ran the club through control of the board.  These 
Italian anti-Fascists also changed the name of the club from the Dante Alighieri to the Italian 
Bowling Club, a move the pro-Fascist Italo-Australian newspaper Corriere degli Italiani in 
Australia reported was a ‘despotic action that not only defamed the name of the great poet and the 
master of our mother tongue, but also prevented the entrance of those who showed themselves to be 
Italian.’106 The Italian Communists it appears were not above resorting to violence themselves, 
Gaspari claimed that in the early 1920s he attended the club but when he refused to join the 
institution at the request of Italian Communists he was assaulted by several members.107 
In May 1934 the Fascists took over the board of the club, with Gaspari both head of the 
Fascio and head of the Italian club.108 Their first action was to change the name back to the Circolo 
Italiano Dante Alighieri, the name as reported by the Corriere degli Italiani in Australia, ‘chosen at 
its foundation by the brave pioneers over twenty years ago.’109 Whilst it is difficult to gauge exactly 
how Gaspari was able to achieve this position, it is evident that from 1931 to 1934 the Fascio was 
growing in size.  As Fascio membership had increased the group had moved from the railway 
station to the Babinda School of Arts.  This was not strictly due to the actions of the Fascio, but 
involved the successful formation of the Babinda Section of the Italian ex-soldiers national 
association.  Established on the initiative of Italian World War I veteran and strong Fascist 
supporter Antonio Falcone, the association formed early in 1934 with fifty-one members.  It was 
inaugurated as an auxiliary organisation of the Fascio under the control of the royal consul general 
of Italy.110 Members of the ex-soldiers association were compulsory members of the Fascio, and 
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thus expanded Fascio membership in Babinda considerably.  The ex-soldiers association under 
Falcone were able to have a considerable influence on spreading Fascist influence within the town.   
With control of the Italian Club, the Fascio, along with the ex-soldiers, was able to attract 
large numbers of Babinda Italians to events that incorporated strong Fascist propaganda.  The 
Fascio were active in organising dances to commemorate anniversaries for the Birth of Rome, the 
March on Rome and the Italo-Austrian armistice.111 On 21 April 1934 the Babinda club hosted a 
large celebration for the anniversary of the Birth of Rome.  Representatives from the Fascio of 
Innisfail and the PNF attended, entering the club to the playing of Giovinezza. The night consisted 
mostly of dances, but during the interval Silvio Tanfani, Consular Agent of Cairns, spoke on the 
importance of the Birth of Rome.  His speech is significant in its reiteration of the main points of 
Fascist nationalist propaganda whereby he recalled the ‘glories of the Caesar city and explained the 
meaning that the Duce wanted to give the holiday of work to coincide with the Birth of Rome, 
rather than the red First of May, a symbol of hybrid politics and international revolution.’112 Not all 
the Babinda club’s events were centred on Fascist celebrations and the Fascio organised frequent 
fund raising dances for local charities and an annual dance was held in August of every year at 
which the Italian Queen of Babinda was crowned and an Italian orchestra played traditional Italian 
songs.113 The Italian ex-soldiers of Babinda also organised dances and celebrations that took place 
in the club.  A large dance was planned on 24 May 1935 to commemorate Italy’s entrance to the 
war, with representatives of the PNF attending, while another large dance night followed in August 
1935, both events being very well patronised.  The organisers avoided overt Fascist propaganda, 
instead advertising the dances as enjoyable social events where Italians could celebrate their Italian 
identity; with prizes given to the three girls who came dressed in the best Italian national 
costumes.114 
Elsewhere in Queensland the Innisfail Fascio organised an Italian language school and 
Juvenile Italian Club that involved gymnastic acti ities for young Italians.115 It encouraged Italian 
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parents to enrol their children so they could retain their language and pride in being Italian.  The 
popularity of these Italian clubs, schools and social outings was not linked directly to Fascist 
support but in the shared cultural experiences they provided for Italians.  Strong ideological 
supporters of either Fascism in Babinda or Brisbane, for instance, were always in the minority of 
the Italian population.  For most Italians in Babinda the club was the social centre of Italian life in 
the town and attendance at dances and functions were popular for the interaction they provided, not 
their ideological content.  These social events reinforced conceptions of identity and community by 
bringing Italians together in a space where they were free to engage in their own forms of social 
interaction.  Just as the original Dante Alighieri of Babinda had been founded as a celebration of 
Italian national pride in the efforts of their soldiers during World War I, the celebrations of the early 
1930s organised by the Fasci constituted strong expressions of Italian ethnic character.116 Given the 
anti-Italian feeling present at the time the dances were popular in reinforcing pride in their identity 
against outside racism.117 The Italian schools where children born in Queensland could learn their 
language, culture and history acted as an attempt by Italians to address the increasing disconnection 
from traditional forms of Italian life as second generation Italians faced enhanced pressure to 
assimilate.118 Thus, the fact these Italian ethnic associations and celebrations were well attended 
does not necessarily sustain an argument that Fascist political support was strong in Queensland, 
instead, the institutions were popular because they helped to provide a sense of identity, a continuity 
between the life left behind in Italy and that encountered in Queensland and a reinforcement of 
national pride against outside antagonism.119 
Despite this, these large attendances did give the Fasci a considerable audience for their 
Fascist rhetoric.  The Fascist organised dances commonly involved speeches by Fascist dignitaries 
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that appealed to the patriotism of Italians, praising the rebirth of Italy and pride in being Italian that 
Mussolini had achieved.  The use of clubs and cultural celebrations as a means of building Fascist 
support was well understood by the party.  In 1932 Il Giornale Italiano reported on Mussolini’s call 
to Italians to move away from regional based clubs to form united Italian institutions that would 
help forge a strong sense of cohesive identity amongst overseas Italians.120 As set out previously, 
the Italian communities of Queensland were characterised by regionalism and the lack of common 
Italian national identity.121 National clubs and patriotic celebrations, as seen in Queensland during 
World War I, helped to forge a growing sense of a unified Italian character which was thus 
developed and reinforced by the actions of the Fasci under the guidance of the PNF.  The nature of 
Fascist nationalism asserted Italy’s historic legacy based on its inheritance of Roman civilisation, its 
Christian culture and its new strength in world affairs.  It validated Italian pride and acted as a 
defence against anti-Italian antagonism.122 This was a powerful message pursued by Fascists 
throughout the country and one that produced a general support for Fascism across many Italian 
communities in Australia, including Babinda.  Italians frequently attended these Fascist cultural 
events not through any deep political convictions but because of the social aspects that provided a 
congenial atmosphere where Italians could socialise. This fact was recognised by one Australian 
investigating officer who reported that ‘some Italians join Dopolavoro to gratify their love of Italian 
music and ignore the political side entirely'.123 Despite the harmlessness of the activities associated 
with the Fasci, the success of the social events and societies allowed the Fascists to bring large 
numbers of non-political Italian migrants within the party’s circle of influence.124 As Vice-Consul 
Melano clearly expressed to Battaglia in 1932 in response to his organisation of the Brisbane picnic 
trip to Bishop Island,  
 
It is clear that the instructions of the General Secretariat are to be interpreted in 
the sense that all Italians and their families must have the right of participating 
even if they are not enrolled with the party…it is not the Fascists indeed who 
need propaganda.  It is the waverers and the uncertain who want moulding and 
drawing to us.  And that can be done only by giving them the opportunity of 
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knowing us, of understanding our ideals, and by making them feel that they are 
welcome among our ranks provided that they have Italian hearts.125 
The Catholic Church was also an important factor in the strength of Fascist support amongst 
Queensland’s Italian population.  The connection between the Fascists and the Catholic Church in 
Queensland had grown since the signing of the Concordat in 1929.  As expressed earlier, this link 
between Catholicism, Fascism and Italian nationalism was a common element in Fascist support in 
overseas Italian communities.  In the United States, the Scalabrinian Fathers, an Italian order 
working in the states, was one of the most vocal groups in promoting Italian ethnic nationalism that 
they directly linked to the practice of the Catholic faith and support for the Fascist regime.  
Religiously sanctioned Fascism was not only an extremely persuasive message for Italians in the 
United States who looked to Roman Catholicism as an important aspect of their identity, but 
through the Scalabrinians Fascist consuls were able to reach a large number of American Italian 
children and adults with Fascist propaganda.  With the support of the Scalabrini the Fascist 
government supplied parish schools, night classes and after school programs run by the religious 
order with books and curriculum that voiced the glories of the Fascist regime and its leader 
Mussolini.126 
In Queensland, though the Fascist network of schools and programs was never as extensive 
as that in the United States, the link between Roman Catholicism and Fascism was still strong.  
Duhig had been both a defender of the Italian population of Queensland and a strong supporter of 
Mussolini since the 1920s.  During the 1930s he continued to be the most assertive and respected 
voice in the defence of Queensland’s Italians, arguing that the stories of Italian criminal activity in 
North Queensland had been exaggerated and that the Black Hand Gang was nothing more than a 
myth and that any actual violence was simply due to ‘sordid quarrels between private persons.’127 
He also challenged the Queensland government on Italian labour and property rights, asserting that 
the state authorities, along with the unions, were illegally discriminating against Italians and 
denying them rights to which they were entitled.128 Duhig’s connection with Fascism and his 
support of Mussolini and the PNF also grew in this time.129 He allowed the Brisbane Fascio to use 
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his grounds for social occasions and attended the Fascist association’s functions.130 The 
incorporation of Catholic ceremony with Fascist nationalist commemorations was best shown in 
1933 with the Fascist mass at St Stephens in Brisbane.  Members of the Brisbane Fascio, wearing 
the Black Shirts of the Fascist uniform attended the mass to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the 
inauguration of the Fascist party and the fourth anniversary of the concordat between the Catholic 
Church and the PNF.  The religious symbolism of the event culminated in Duhig’s blessing of the 
Brisbane Fascist’s banner which had been sent to them from PNF headquarters in Rome.131 This 
event was followed later that year by another Fascist mass conducted by Duhig in November to 
commemorate the Italian victory over Austria in World War I and the anniversary of the March on 
Rome.  Duhig spoke in Italian and urged those present to remember the Italians who had fallen in 
WWI as well as during the Fascist revolution and it was reported that Duhig had created such a 
feeling as to make the Italians present feel as if they were back in Italy.132 
The connection between the Catholic Church and Fascism was also strong in other parts of 
Queensland.  In Cairns the Fascio organised donations amongst the Italian community to contribute 
to the construction of a special parchment that would be presented to Duhig thanking him for his 
defence of the Italians of North Queensland.133 Importantly, the Bishop of Townsville Dr McGuire 
was a strong supporter of the Italian communities in the region as well as the PNF and Mussolini.  
Appointed to the new diocese in 1930, McGuire was able to speak Italian and had a great respect 
for Italy’s history, culture and people.  In his first address as Bishop he asserted that ‘he understood 
that there were many Italians in the Townsville Diocese, and he could say that he held for them a 
special love.’134 Apart from increasing the attendance of Italians at mass and ensuring they 
maintained their faith, McGuire was particulary concerned with the power of the Communist party 
amongst Italians, specifically in the Halifax region.  In a letter written in 1931 McGuire highlighted 
the troubling preponderance of Communism and anti-clericism he had encountered within Italian 
communities in the Halifax region.135 He was also deeply concerned with what he described as 
‘evil papers that circulate among the younger Italians.’136 He supported Italian rights and rallied 
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against discrimination, believing that part of the Communists’ appeal was their assertion of Italian 
workers’ rights against union and government anti-Italian policies.137 He also encouraged the 
establishment of Italian Catholic clubs as a defence against Communism and encouraged Italians to 
organise to uphold their faith.138 McGuire spoke of his support for Mussolini as a defender of the 
Church, and of Fascism as a force that had defeated Communism.  For McGuire Catholicism was 
essential to Fascism and Mussolini had been successful because ‘he [Mussolini] realised religion 
did matter and if he were going to remake the soul of the Country it would be good to have 
religion.’  With ‘religion as a friend’ Mussolini had saved Italy from Communist anarchy and 
reinstated Italy’s greatness in the world.139 
McGuire, along with Duhig, was also connected to the Italian government’s representatives 
in Queensland, attending numerous events with the Italian vice-consul in Townsville.140 The 
support of both Duhig and McGuire for Fascism and their conception of it as an anti-Communist 
defender of the Catholic Church that upheld essential Italian values provided legitimacy to the PNF 
amongst Queensland’s Italians.  These were two of the most respected British Australians amongst 
the Italian population of Queensland and the Fascists were eager to use their support as an assertion 
of the positive nature of Fascism.  As head of the Innisfail Fascio, Aldo Signorini argued in the 
Italian press, how could the anti-Fascists oppose the work of the Queensland Fasci and claim that 
the actions of the Fascists were wrong if they enjoyed the trust, full estimate and blessing of Duhig, 
whom all Italians respected?141 
Such an argument was enhanced by the support for Mussolini amongst several prominent 
Australians that the PNF representatives were keen to exploit.  The economic depression had led to 
the questioning of the current political system in Australia and the establishment of political groups 
that looked to new ideologies as a means of overcoming the economic and social crises of the early 
1930s.  The apparent success of the Italian Fascist party in avoiding the economic turmoil affecting 
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the rest of the western world led some prominent Australians to praise Mussolini’s work in Italy 
and to suggest that Australia could learn from his achievements.142 In 1933 the Minister for 
Sustenance in the Victorian government W. S. Kent Hughes wrote publicly that he had become a 
Fascist and argued that Fascism had initiated an economic system that was a successful balance 
between Socialism and laissez faire Capitalism.  The Fascist economic system had ensured Italy’s 
growth while the rest of the world was suffering from stagnation.  He described Mussolini as a 
‘magnetic personality’ who had restored national pride and Fascism as ‘definitely the spirit of the 
age.  In British communities it will probably be adopted in a modified form.’143 Herbert Michael 
Moran, a prominent Italophile of Sydney, was another British Australian who wrote of his 
admiration for Mussolini.  After returning from Italy in 1932 Moran was interviewed by the Sydney 
Morning Herald and was quoted as saying that Mussolini ‘was a simple, kindly man, neither 
arrogant nor aggressive,’ and that Fascism had rescued Italy from chaos.144 Other prominent 
Australians such as E. G. Waterhouse wrote of being impressed by the new Italy that had emerged 
under Mussolini and conservative opinion in the country generally had a high regard for the Fascist 
regime.145 Such views from British Australians were encouraged by the PNF believing that their 
support would help the promotion of Fascism amongst Australia’s Italians.  As Grossardi happily 
told Rome in 1931,  
 
the Australian attitude to Fascism had undergone a radical change in these last 
times and while beforehand it could barely pass a week without any various 
Australian parliamentarians characterising as a “little Mussolini” one who was 
assuming autocratic attitudes, a day does not pass without the expression of the 
opposite sentiment with the universal phrase, “we wish a Mussolini would come 
to us here.”146 
Overall, then, Fascist strategy involving propaganda that focused on the re-emergence of 
Italy that had reclaimed its historical legacy under the Fascists, the use of social events and 
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associations to reinforce a strong ethnic solidarity, the support of the Catholic Church and the 
popularity of Mussolini amongst British Australians and his portrayal as a man of international 
respect all encouraged a large number of Italians in Queensland to view the Fascist government 
favourably.  The Fascist cause was also enhanced by its ability to subdue anti-Fascist opposition, 
augmented by the influence the Fascist party exerted over Italian business in Australia, the 
preponderance of Italian papers that were pro-Fascist and the PNF’s capacity to threaten Italians 
with severe repercussions if they were found to be involved in politically questionable activities.   
By 1932 there were a number of pro-Fascist Italian-Australian newspapers.  The Italo-
Australian was still being published and Grossardi had launched both the Corriere degli Itailani in 
Australia and Il Littorio in 1928.  They were the official newspapers of the Italian consulate and 
depended on propaganda material supplied by the PNF in Rome.147 Il Giornale Italiano, another 
prominent pro-Fascist paper started by hardline Fascist Franco Battistessa, appeared in 1932.148 
The numbers of Italians who actually read these newspapers is debatable but the fact that the Italian 
press in Australia was overwhelmingly pro-Fascist helped to strengthen the influence of the Fascist 
party in Queensland.  As both Ruth Liepins and Yu Shi argue, newspapers constitute an important 
aspect of community identity.  Ethnic media in particular provides a ‘symbolic construction of 
belonging,’ speaking directly to migrants’ diasporic experiences of disconnection from their 
homeland and culture and provides a space where national and ethnic identities are negotiated.  It 
thus shapes ethnic identity and can attempt to utilise this constructed character in mobilising the 
assertion of social, political and economic interests.149 Il Giornale Italiano, Il Corriere degli 
Italiani in Australia and Italo-Australian all presented a common theme that constructed Italians as 
united by their pride in their race, in the strength of their shared history and their love of Italy 
which was intrinsically tied to its rebirth through the achievements of the PNF.  They were linked 
by their common assertion that love of Mussolini and the PNF and Italian patriotism were 
inseparable.  As Luciano asserted in his 1944 reflection on Fascism in Queensland, ‘the only news 
they [Italians] received of events in Italy was favourable,’ and accordingly Italians gave their 
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support to the Fascist party in Australia as ‘to those people who left Italy at that time, Fascism 
seemed to be a good form of government, worthy of their support.’150 
Conversely, the Fascist press was aided by the suppression of anti-Fascist Italian 
publications.  As mentioned above, both of Carmagnola’s publications La Riscossa and Il 
Risveglio, as well as the other prominent anti-Fascist newspaper L’avanguardia, were all 
suppressed by the Australian government under pressure from the PNF.151 Furthermore, Italian-
Australian journals that did not follow the Fascist line faced sanctions.  L’Italiano was a Brisbane 
based publication started by a British Australian businessman Norman Colless in 1930 with 
prominent Italian and member of Brisbane’s original Dante Alighieri Cesare Baucia as editor.152 
The paper was not overtly anti-Fascist and printed regular stories on the activities of the Brisbane 
Fascio, but generally Baucia attempted to steer the paper in an independent direction printing 
articles by anti-Fascist Costante Danesi, for instance, which criticised Fascist propaganda in 
Australia.  Under pressure from the consul, Baucia’s attempts were not to last.  After a Danesi 
article in 1934 questioned the Fascist propaganda associated with the Italian Fascist pilot Italo 
Balbo’s flight to America, the consul cancelled lucrative advertising revenue it provided to the 
newspaper, withdrew official consular recognition of the paper and classified it as anti-Fascist.153 
Influential priest and Fascist supporter Father Modotti of Melbourne encouraged his Italian 
partitioners to boycott the paper asserting that ‘when a person speaks against the Fascist regime and 
Mussolini, an honest and patriotic journalist should not for any reason publish such stupidity.’154 
The problem for a business like L’Italiano was its reliance on the capital of fellow Italian 
migrants.155 The Italian business community was linked to Italians from a range of different social 
positions through their financial relationships.  Any political or social change that affected this 
relationship was critical to the viability of Italian businesses.  Fear propagated by the Fascists could 
influence financial choices.  To patronise a business that was deemed anti-Fascist was to be classed 
as an anti-Fascist yourself.  This meant that the choice of which Italian business to frequent was no 
longer based solely on price or service but was also contingent on political alignment.  For this 
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Brisbane based newspaper, the support of the Italian population was essential to its survival and the 
concern of possible consular condemnation lay in the fact that if this took place Italians in Australia 
may have been wary of purchasing the paper for fear of being labelled anti-Fascist.  The pressure 
from the Fascist representatives in Australia was successful; in 1935 Baucia left the paper and by 
1936 L’Italiano had repositioned itself as pro-Fascist.156 The move was much regretted by Danesi 
who lamented ‘I know how much harm these bad papers which are dependent upon the consuls do 
to the Italians.’157 
The example of L’Italiano and the effect on its business after being branded anti-Fascist 
demonstrates the importance of intimidation and fear as a means by the Fascists of discouraging 
Italians from involving themselves in any way with anti-Fascist discontent.  The Fasci in 
Queensland played an important role in expanding Fascist surveillance that had begun in the state 
during the 1920s.  The Australian government believed that Fasci presidents were also working for 
OVRA, the Italian secret police, and were responsible for watching anti-Fascist activities, as well as 
political and military intelligence gathering.158 While evidence for official OVRA presence is slim 
and there is nothing to show that Fasci presidents such as Battaglia or Gaspari were at any time 
engaged by OVRA, there is no doubt that the Fasci were used to gather information on Italians 
suspected of being anti-Fascist.  Battaglia, as head of the Brisbane Fascio, was asked by the vice-
consul in Townsville to investigate the moral and political point of view of several Italians, while 
Cairns Fascio member and consulate agent Silvio Tanfani also supplied names of anti-Fascists from 
the region to the royal consul general.159 Luciano was involved in collecting anti-Fascist notices 
and publications and reporting on anti-Fascist activities amongst Italians in North Queensland 
which were then sent to the vice-consul in Townsville.160 In the 1940s Luciano testified that names 
of active anti-Fascists were reported through the consuls to the headquarters in Rome.161 Italians 
accused of anti-Fascist political conduct found themselves in a difficult situation, especially if they 
nominated relatives to join them in Australia.  Silvio Ganora was one Italian in North Queensland 
whose request for permission for his brother Amilcare to join him in Queensland was rejected due 
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to ‘the most unfavourable reports received to the moral behaviour of Silvio Ganora.’162 
Conversely, known Fascist supporters were favoured in their immigration requests, with Leone 
Penna’s nomination of his cousin to join him in Cairns, for example, listed by the consul agent in 
Cairns as an ‘Exceptional Nomination for Approval,’ with Penna highlighted as a returned soldier, 
a Fascist of the first order who had been injured in fighting anti-Fascists and was a strong Fascist 
supporter in Queensland.  His request was subsequently accepted.163 For most Italians politics were 
not a major concern, but with the Fascist party increasingly able to punish Italians who associated 
with anti-Fascist action by withholding immigration requests for family members or even make life 
difficult for relatives still living in Italy, many Italians compromised with the regime by avoiding 
any activities that could potentially bring the interest of the Fascist party.164 
As can be seen, the PNF’s cause in Queensland was advanced through various means and 
by a number of differing establishments that combined encouraging support for the Fascist regime 
and its activities both in Australia and Italy, with sanctions and punishments for anti-Fascist actions 
by either individual Italians or Italian businesses.  What role then did the Fasci play?  As the 
official representative associations of Fascism in Queensland they organised Fascist 
commemorations and celebrations for their members as well as social events involving Fascist 
propaganda for the wider Italian community in which they were situated.  They also helped the 
consuls in conducting surveillance on Italians and supplying names of anti-Fascist Italians.  Beyond 
these factors, however, how successful were individual Fasci in advancing the cause of Fascism 
amongst Italians?  How well supported were these associations and what does their varying 
successes and failures demonstrate concerning the nature of Fascist support amongst Queensland’s 
Italian population?  
The successful establishment of a Fascio, whilst not the only important factor, could 
significantly assist Fascist representatives in their attempts to subdue anti-Fascism amongst Italians 
in Queensland.  The comparison between the situation in Babinda and Ingham provides a clear 
example in this regard.  Ingham, as already established, was viewed as the centre of the Italian anti-
Fascist movement and was from 1931 to 1935 the home of Francesco Carmagnola.  Attempts by 
San Marzano to establish a Fascio in Ingham from 1929 onwards were opposed by anti-Fascist 
Italians in the town and consequently no Fascist association was ever established.  As explained in 
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the previous chapter, Count Lalli had declined the request from San Marzano to establish a Fascio 
in Ingham.  His assertion that this choice was due to his desire to avoid stirring up political strife in 
Ingham was, however, disputed by the town’s anti-Fascists.  Carmagnola and his supporters 
claimed San Marzano and Lalli had instead been deterred by the violent opposition of anti-Fascists 
in Ingham, writing in La Riscossa,
I have been told of the pitiful end of a Fascist gathering which took place at 
Ingham recently…Not satisfied with the lessons already received, the Count dared 
a few weeks ago, to again try and create a Fascist section at Ingham, but 
unfortunately he was again unlucky because the anti-Fascists did not, and do not 
intend to allow the creation of such sections in Queensland.  For this time the 
Consul and the four vagabonds that were with him, escaped by running away 
after, however, tasting of the heavy fists of people who honestly make a living by 
working.  We hope that a few sluggards of Ingham will stop listening to the 
advice of the penniless Count or that other ratter Pietro Lalli, as otherwise we 
shall, without any ceremony, send them to hospital for good.165 
The threats of violence were perhaps the main reason why Lalli refused to form an Ingham Fascio 
and instead attended Fascist meetings in Innisfail, rather than his more altruistic claims to be 
concerned with creating strife in Ingham, but whatever the case no Ingham Fascio ever existed and 
Fascist ceremonies and celebrations were rare.  This did not mean that Fascist support was non-
existent amongst Italians in the town and nationalistic sentiment linked to events concerning Italy 
did encourage isolated demonstrations of Fascist support in Ingham.  Overall, though, the lack of a 
Fascio assisted the anti-Fascist cause in Ingham, helping it to maintain its strength in the area and 
deterring further Fascist attempts to pursue the dissemination of propaganda or organisation of 
Fascist commemorations within the region, which at this time consisted of the highest percentage of 
Italian born in Australia.  It was this anti-Fascist success that Cresciani views as crucial to 
hampering the spread of Fascism amongst Queensland’s Italians.166 
In Babinda, as opposed to Ingham, the successful implementation of the Fascio was 
significant in subduing anti-Fascist opposition amongst Italians in the town.  Cresciani reports that 
anti-Fascist resistance in Babinda was quite strong up to the early 1930s.  In 1930 when San 
Marzano visited the town he was beaten and spat upon and, as previously asserted, the Dante 
Alighieri Club was predominately anti-Fascist from 1922 to 1933.167 The Babinda Fascio was 
initiated by Gaspari directly as an anti-Communist measure.  Unlike other Fasci in Queensland it 
was not instigated by the vice-consul and, with its aim to subdue the Communist influence in 
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Babinda, had a clear purpose for its association, unlike Brisbane, Innisfail and Cairns which 
suffered from the vague nature of their organisations.  To achieve this, the Babinda Fascio engaged 
in violent action that was unique to their association in Queensland.  In 1932 the Babinda Fascio 
held its first public celebration.  The new Vice-Consul in Townsville Leandro Chieffi was invited 
but concerned that he would be greeted with the same treatment meted out to San Marzano he only 
attended after his safety was ensured by the Babinda Fascio.  The Fascio then confronted known 
anti-Fascists in Babinda threatening them with fire arms and promising violent consequences if the 
event was disturbed.  The Fascist celebration was subsequently a success, with Giovinezza played 
publicly for the first time in Babinda, with a large number of Babinda’s Italians attending and, 
importantly, with no anti-Fascist opposition.168 The success helped to establish the Babinda Fascio 
in the town and they were subsequently able to augment their influence in Babinda over the next 
few years.     
As mentioned above, they were aided by the successful formation of the Babinda 
association of Italian ex-soldiers in 1934.  Working with the Fascio, the ex-soldiers expanded the 
dissemination of Fascist propaganda in Babinda.  Part of their success lay in their reinforcement of 
Italian national pride in the actions of the Italian troops in World War I and the respect they 
deserved for having fought alongside Australia.  Unlike other areas, the Babinda ex-soldiers built 
good relations with the local RSSILA and from 1934 marched in the town’s Anzac Day parades.  
At the monument for the fallen soldiers in Babinda the ex-soldiers placed a wreath with Australian 
and Italian ribbons tied at the side.  Ending the ceremony ex-Major of the British Army Mr Taylor 
thanked the Italian community for attending the Anzac Day parade in such numbers and spoke ‘of 
the intervention of the Italian army in the Great War at the side of the allies, of the wonderful proof 
of valour which they had given and the admiration of the world which they had gained.’  He went 
on to say that anti-Italian antagonism was unworthy of such a civilised country as Australia.169 
Such rhetoric helped to generate good feeling towards the Fascists amongst Babinda’s 
Italians.  The reinforcement of this concept that the Italians deserved respect because of its 
contribution to victory in World War I and that, furthermore, Italy and Australia were bound by 
their combined sacrifices was a strong form of nationalistic pride for Italians that, as set out, had a 
long history in Queensland.  It clearly enunciated a reason for Italian respect against Australian 
racism.  On 17 November 1934 the ex-soldiers association was officially consecrated by the 
Fascists with their official standard brought from Italy blessed and presented by representatives of 
North Queensland’s Fasci to the Babinda ex-soldiers.  The same form of Italian populist 
nationalism was reinforced, with the Fascist Dr Vattuone proclaiming,  
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I am certain that as you have defended the soil of the motherland in moments of 
peril and necessity so you would today defend the Tricolour that I have the honour 
of presenting to you with profitable, assiduous and honest work and by setting a 
good example making yourselves esteemed and respected by the Australians for 
the ever greater fortune and glory of our dear Italy.170 
Vice-Consul Chieffi also invoked the theme of Rome, asserting that the work of the ex-soldiers 
with the Fascists in Italy had ‘demonstrated that Italy of today knows how to take up again the 
traditions of ancient Rome.’171 
The Fascists and ex-soldiers were well supported in Babinda by the local RSSILA, the 
town’s Catholic priest and Australian businesses who assisted with Fascist parades.172 These 
British Australians tended to see the Fascists in Babinda as respectable Italians expressing national 
pride while in turn viewing the anti-Fascist elements as anti-patriotic subversives.  The Fascists’ 
ability through both the Babinda Fascio and the ex-soldiers to lay claim to a popular construction of 
Italian national pride and the respect they gained from the British Australian community fuelled the 
success of the Babinda Fascio in a way that was unique in Queensland.  Their control over the 
Babinda Italian club, as previously mentioned, was also vital in providing a social space where the 
Fascists could disseminate their propaganda to large numbers of the town’s Italians.  By the mid-
1930s the Babinda Fascio was the dominant Italian political organisation in the town and anti-
Fascist activity had virtually ceased.  Reports from the time assert that after Fascist parades it was 
normal in Babinda to see Italians openly donning the Black Shirts of the Fascists and crowding into 
the town’s hotels with no opposition from either other Italians or British Australians.173 
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Figure 6 Babinda Fascio dressed in Fascist Black Shirts and giving Fascist salutes.  (Photo located in Il Giornale 
Italiano, 21 November 1934)  
 
The reasons for the uniqueness of the Babinda Fascio thus help to identify those factors that 
contributed to Fascist success in particular areas of Italian settlement.  It had a strong and active 
leadership between Gaspari and Falcone who set up their respective organisations themselves 
without prompting from the vice-consul and had a clear purpose for their associations.  The 
presence of a strong anti-Fascist force also concentrated the efforts of the Fascists and provided an 
enemy to focus their attention, something that was lacking in other areas such as Brisbane.  
Importantly, their ability to take control of the Babinda Dante Alighieri, the most established Italian 
club in Queensland, provided them with a basis to involve large numbers of Italians within the 
influence of the Fascist party through the organisation of popular social dances and national 
celebrations.  Furthermore, the popularity of the club’s events encouraged support for the Fascists 
amongst the town’s Italians.  Finally, the Fascists, especially through the ex-soldiers association, 
appropriated a form of nationalism that had a strong resonance amongst the Italians of Babinda, as 
seen in the original formation of the Dante Alighieri.  Along with the British Australian response 
that reinforced the Fascists’ assertions, this significantly contributed to admiration for Fascism 
amongst Babinda’s Italian population.   
Looking at the wider Italian population of Queensland, the use of patriotic propaganda, 
social clubs, Italian press and the support of prominent Australians and the Catholic Church 
contributed to a broad enthusiastic sentiment towards Fascism.  Against a backdrop of anti-Italian 
action in Queensland amongst certain labour groups and press outlets, the feeling towards Fascism 
would be better associated with a form of nationalism than actual political belief.  Contributing 
further to the power of the PNF, the Fascists’ ability to use surveillance and boycotts to punish 
Italian individuals or businesses that associated with anti-Fascists ensured that opposition was kept 
at a minimal.  However, in specific areas the Fasci themselves played a vital part within this wider 
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context.  As has been seen, the success of the anti-Fascists in Ingham ensured that the Fascist 
penetration in this, the most Italian of Australia’s towns at the time, was kept at a minimal, a 
significant blow to the PNF’s aims.  In Babinda meanwhile, the work of the Fascio with the 
assistance of the ex-soldiers guaranteed that Fascist support in Babinda was the strongest amongst 
all of Queensland’s areas of Italian settlement and ensured that the town was the centre of 
Queensland Fascist activities during the 1930s.  
Overall though, the Queensland Fasci were not successful, failing to draw substantial 
numbers or furthering political support for Fascism that went beyond national feeling.  None of the 
organisations, except for Babinda, had established auxiliary associations as set out in the official 
regulations of the Fasci All’estero. For example, no Female Fascio existed anywhere in 
Queensland.  Membership was generally low, with only some thirty members in Brisbane and an 
even smaller amount in both Innisfail and Cairns.174 By 1934 the Cairns Fascio was no longer even 
in existence due to a general lack of support and enthusiasm amongst Italians in the region.175 The 
Sydney Fascio had, in contrast, some 100 members when it began in 1929 and this gradually 
increased over time.176 The Adelaide Fascio had grown from twenty-five members at its 
inauguration in 1927 to one hundred and sixty-nine by 1930.177 Membership had been advanced by 
the involvement of influential businessmen Albert Del Fabbro and Felice Maggi and the creation of 
a women’s group and Fascist youth organisation.178 There had also been a Fascio established at 
Port Pirie with a healthy membership and which by 1935 had its own Fascist school for Italian 
children.179 There were Fascist youth groups and schools established in Sydney and Melbourne and 
Female Fascist associations in Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide.180 Why then, comparatively, 
were the Fasci in Queensland unable to increase their membership or form auxiliary organisations 
despite the growth in Fascism’s influence amongst the state’s Italians?     
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Population could play a role.  The small population of Italians then residing in Brisbane, for 
instance, hampered the organisation’s success.  According to the 1933 statistics, Queensland had the 
largest Italian born population in Australia, with nearly 8500 Italians residing in the state.  Of that 
number however, only some 300 Italians lived in the Brisbane area.181 Having said this, the number 
of Italians living in a given area was not always relevant to the successful establishment of an 
official Fascio.  Port Pirie in South Australia, for example, may have only had an Italian population 
of around 200 but was able to inaugurate an official Fascio in 1929 with a membership of just over 
half this number.  It appears that to some extent the fact that nearly all the Italians in Port Pirie were 
from the same town (Molfetta) in Italy and engaged in the same industry contributed to a more 
united community that was easier for the Fascist party to appeal to as one body.182 In the first 
meeting around one hundred and seventy Italians attended.183 The Italian population in Brisbane 
consisted of Italians from an array of differing geographical areas in Italy and who engaged in a 
range of occupations from fishing to running produce stores to practising medicine.   
Individuals within the Fascist organisations also played a significant role. As argued by 
Cresciani, the effectiveness of its leadership was an essential aspect in the success and failure of 
any particular Fascio.184 In Brisbane, Cairns and Babinda this was especially important.  In the 
case of Dr Battaglia, the first president of the Brisbane Fascio, he was neither a vehement nor vocal 
supporter of the ideology, unlike other Fascist leaders in Australia.  While fulfilling his duty by 
organising anniversary celebrations of the March on Rome and collecting money for the Italian Red 
Cross Battaglia never sought to expand his organisation and membership stayed constant during his 
six years in charge.  Beyond his statements that he believed the Fascio would be a type of migrant 
assistance organisation and his belief that Fascism in Australia sought to teach migrants the laws of 
their new country so that they could become better citizens, Battaglia did not have any strong 
ideological convictions.185 He was a general supporter of the Italian regime but was neither 
ambitious nor dedicated to the Fascio and can be starkly contrasted with Sydney Fascio leader 
Felice Rando and the delegate for Fascism in South Australia Giuseppe Amerio.  Under Rando the 
Sydney Fascio grew extensively incorporating nineteen other auxiliary associations by 1935, while 
Amerio travelled extensively between Port Pirie, Brokenhead, Wakefield and Adelaide to speak on 
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Fascist ideology to Italian migrants in South Australia186, establish Fasci and entice Italians to 
become official members of the party.187 Battaglia, by his own admittance, saw the success of his 
own medical practice as his primary concern and in comparison with other Fascio leaders was not a 
productive head of his organisation.  Despite the success of the 1932 Bishop Island trip Battaglia 
had subsequently not organised any similar events incorporating the Brisbane Italian population up 
to 1935.  Similarly, Trucano found he had little time to administer the Cairns Fascio as well as run 
his own business and claimed that he did no real work for the Fascio.  He was eventually asked to 
resign as head of the Fascio due to his inaction but by that stage the Cairns Fascio had virtually 
ceased running in any effective sense.188 Gaspari, in contrast, was an active head who organised 
frequent Fascist celebrations and sought to expand the power of his organisation through the Italian 
club and by subduing the anti-Fascist element with violent threats.  Although not the only factor, an 
energetic and dedicated leadership was a significant contributor to the success of any Fasci. 
Furthermore, religious backing from Duhig, whilst engendering a general support for 
Fascism in Queensland, offered no practical assistance in expanding the Fascio in Brisbane.  
Despite Duhig’s attendance at a range of Fascist celebrations and his vocal support for the Fascist 
regime in Italy and its achievements, this never led to an increase of Fascio membership in 
Brisbane.  The city lacked an Italian religious order like the Scalabrinians who conducted Italian 
masses, parish schools and night classes that continually praised the Fascist regime.  Duhig was a 
powerful voice but as an individual could never have done as much work for the Fascist consuls in 
Queensland as a whole brotherhood.  Nor did the Fascio ever have the influence over the Brisbane 
Italian population as was possible in the United States due to the lack of parish schools in the city 
attended by Italian children and the inability of the Brisbane Fascio to start Italian after school 
classes during the first five years of its existence.  Both were crucial areas for the Fascist regime to 
reach a large number of overseas born Italian children in the promotion of its ideology.   
Finally, the fact was that most of Queensland’s Italians may have supported Fascism in a 
general sense as it related to Italian nationalism, but they were more concerned with making a 
living than worrying about politics.  Adding to this was the problem of the Fascists official’s 
connection with wealthier Italians.  The fact that the Fasci were overwhelmingly made up of 
Italians of high socio-economic standing was detrimental to the growth of these organisations.  The 
myriad ways that Queensland’s Italians interacted with forms of Fascist politics is considerably 
complex, but for the majority of Italians the Fasci appeared to be irrelevant organisations that were 
little more than a club of the town’s elite Italians.  In Brisbane for example, the regular cocktails 
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parties at the Carlton Crest Hotel and dinners at the Belle Vue Restaurant that the Fascio engaged in 
resembled business networking more than strong assertions of Fascist belief and offered little to the 
majority of Brisbane’s Italian community.189 The other problem for the Fascists concerning their 
close association with the prominenti was the difficulties arising when serious clashes between the 
differing socio-economic classes within the Italian population arose.  The clearest example of this 
took place during the ‘British Preference’ situation of the early 1930s. 
The British Preference League (BPL) was an organisation formed in North Queensland in 
1930 with the goal of reclaiming British Australian dominance in cane cutting.  Its main platform 
asserted that all new men signed for cane cutting contracts should be British, new cane assignments 
should be reserved for British and residency requirements for naturalisation raised from five to ten 
years.  It pushed for a seventy-five per cent quota of Anglo-Australian workers in the industry.  The 
organisation did make some exceptions, notably the Ingham district, accepting its Italian 
domination and calling for at least twenty-two per cent of the workers there to be British.  Overall, 
the BPL sought a final goal of achieving a ninety per cent target for British cane cutters south of 
Townsville and seventy-five per cent north of Townsville, with an overall state total of eighty-five 
per cent.190 The league consisted of an assortment of unionists, patriotic and Protestant forces and 
was supported by the RSSILA and affiliated with the White Australia League, both of which were 
two of the most vehement anti-Italian organisations in Queensland.191 Helped by this support, the 
BPL expanded quite quickly through 1930 with chapters founded in every North Queensland area 
except Herbert.  During June and July 1930 over 130 men attended a series of general meetings of 
the BPL in Innisfail to co-ordinate their movement, with delegates reported from Cairns, Babinda, 
Innisfail, Tully, Cardwell and other North Queensland centers.192 
The BPL acted as a type of pressure group, urging the government to enact legislation to 
protect British Australian cane cutting jobs, encouraging local candidates to express their support 
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for British preference when running in local elections and supporting strike action throughout North 
Queensland that agitated for British preference quotas.193 The organisation was not the first group 
to push for a quota on Italian workers in the sugar industry.  In 1925 South Johnstone mill workers 
had threatened to strike unless British cane cutters were preferred to Italians and sections within the 
AWU had been continuously pushing for a quota on Italian sugar workers from the mid-1920s.194 
However, the BPL was the most successful body in achieving this aim.  Media support was crucial 
to this success.  The British Preference League was strongly supported by Smith's Weekly; with Bill 
Pulham, the president of the BPL and a returned solider, portrayed as an Australian hero.  Pulham 
and his group were presented by Smith's Weekly as the voice of reason, who did not want to run 
Italians off their farms but simply wanted a better deal for British Australians in their own country.  
The Italians in comparison were irrational and had ‘complete training in trickery’ and would 
‘propose any kind of graft.’  It was the Italians, ‘the scum of the Levant and Southern Europe,’ who 
were refusing to try and work out a deal with the BPL that could lead to a better understanding 
between the two groups.195 The Northern Herald wrote in June 1930,  
 
British Preference has a different meaning to many this year and the fact that the 
press are so unitedly [sic] behind the latest agitation in regard to preference is 
seemingly going to make all the difference this year. Speaking at a meeting of the 
British Preference League at Innisfail last week one of the members of the 
committee said that they felt grateful indeed for the stand taken by the Northern as 
well as the Southern Press, which had been of material assistance to the league in 
its aims.196 
The BPL agitation claimed significant success in June 1930 when the Australian Workers 
Union, the Australian Sugar Producers Association and the Queensland Cane Growers Council 
entered into the so called ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ that enforced a seventy-five per cent quota for 
British cane cutters, with exception given to the Hinchinbrook shire.197 Whilst not expressed in the 
agreement itself, the parties involved agreed that the definition of British cutters did not encompass 
southern Europeans who had been naturalised.  The effect, as recognised by the Federal 
government, was to discriminate against Italian cane cutters including those actually naturalised and 
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restrict their employment opportunities in favour of British Australians.198 The work of the BPL 
and the ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ had the desired effect and from 1930 to 1935 British cutters 
increased by forty-seven per cent in comparison to only four per cent of Italian cane cutters, with 
632 of the 704 new cane cutting jobs formed between 1930 and 1934 being taken up by British-
Australians.199 
Italian opposition to the British Preference League began shortly after the organisation 
formed in 1930.  On 7 June 1930 over 600 Italians met at the Innisfail shire hall to discuss the BPL.  
The major concern was the question of naturalised Italians and their rights as union members that 
appeared under threat by the ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement.’200 The leading voice against the BPL was 
the anti-Fascist Anarchist Costante Danesi.  Throughout the early 1930s his protests featured 
prominently both in the Australian and Italian-Australian press.  In October 1930 it was reported 
that at the sixth anniversary of the Mourilyan Progressive Club he accused the BPL of being a racist 
organisation that cared less about the success of Queensland’s sugar industry and wanted to simply 
do harm to Italians; they were according to Danesi, ‘sowing the bad seed of hatred and 
misunderstanding between Britishers and foreigners.’201 In May 1932 Danesi formed the Italian 
League of Resistance which then agitated for the complete abolition of the BPL and employed the 
well known lawyer Fred Patterson to mount a legal challenge against the ‘Gentlemen’s 
Agreement.’202 
The Fascist response to the BPL and the ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ was initially strong.  In 
June 1930 San Marzano met with William Pulham.  After the meeting San Marzano, it was 
reported, was of the opinion that the league was specifically anti-Italian and that no compromise 
between the BPL and the Italian position was possible.203 After San Marzano’s departure his 
replacement Mario Melano continued to protest against the actions of the BPL and the AWU.  In 
November 1930 he appeared as an official representative of the Italian government at the Sugar 
Commission in Townsville to assert the rights of Italian cane cutters in the region.204 
Italian action against the BPL appeared, in its initial stages, to be a movement that could 
draw the differing leading political figures within the Italian population of North Queensland 
together against a common enemy.  Costante Danesi and his brother Luigi were prominent anti-
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Fascists, but during 1930 were able to gain the full support of pro-Fascists newspapers the Italo-
Australian and Il Giornale Italiano. Il Giornale Italiano described Costante as an ‘energetic leader 
[of the League of Resistance] that because of his energy and intelligence and the capacity of 
organisation and guidance towards emancipation of the English proletarian slavery, to their 
enlightened goal of freedom.’205 His brother Luigi was, according to Il Giornale Italiano, a strong 
leader and with him the Italian League of Resistance could not fail but be victorious.206 Prominent 
Fascist Count Lalli backed the Danesi brothers in their fight, despite their political differences, and 
protested strongly for Italian rights at meetings of sugar producers and managers, such as the 
Australian Sugar Producers Association conference of April 1931.207 The Italo-Australian lauded 
this development, proclaiming, ‘when we see Lalli with Danesi for a common ideal, it is good for 
the hope of an Italian concord in North Queensland.  We receive and publish this information with 
pleasure.’208 
This common struggle that appeared to ally anti-Fascists and Fascists together as ‘Italians’ 
and the Fascist support of Danesi did not last, however, beyond 1932.  The split occurred after 
Danesi’s legal challenge headed by Patterson was rejected for the second time by the Supreme 
Court in Townsville on 4 November 1932.209 On 7 December of the same year the Supreme Court 
again threw out an Italian challenge to the ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement.’210 Danesi’s struggle through 
the courts had not been supported by the Fascist consul representatives, Il Giornale Italiano or
prominent Italian farmers such as Count Lalli.  The problem lay in a conflict of interests between 
the rights of the Italian cane cutters and the concerns of Italian cane growers.  While farmers such 
as Lalli may have been against the ‘Gentleman’s Agreement,’ they feared that Danesi’s campaign 
could lead to a complete upheaval of the sugar industry in North Queensland and hamper their 
ability to hire any workers to cut their cane that coming season.211 Lalli instead believed that 
diplomatic negotiations with the AWU, the Australian Sugar Producers Association and the 
Queensland Cane Growers Council should be preferred to court action.  Lalli’s means of 
challenging the agreement were supported by Vice-Consul Melano and when his requests to Danesi 
to halt his court action were rejected the short lived alliance between Danesi and Fascist supporters 
ended.  
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From December 1932 Il Giornale Italiano withdrew its support for Danesi and the Italian 
League of Resistance.  The Danesi brothers, it claimed, had failed to take the advice of Lalli and 
other farmers as well as Melano simply because they were Fascist supporters, and the Danesis 
‘could not shed their political prejudice for the good of the commune.’  The employment of 
Patterson, who had successfully defended Carmagnola, had meant Italian farmers could not trust 
Danesi and rejected being represented by a ‘Communist lawyer’ who had defended a ‘fanatic culprit 
who committed public aggression on a representative of Italy.’212 Lalli’s attempts to influence the 
Sugar Producers Association was in comparison lauded by Il Giornale Italiano as a ‘brilliant, open 
and impassioned defence’ that contrasted with Danesi’s action which would ‘do nothing but raise 
the grudge and distrust of the hostile tepid and hesitant elements against us.’213 As the fight against 
the ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ continued up to 1935 the divisions between the Lalli camp, as backed 
by the Italian consular representatives, and the Danesi brothers became more pronounced.  The lack 
of support from Italian farmers saw Danesi’s movement become aligned with the Communist party 
who promised to fight the British preference for a system more in keeping with ‘the brotherhood of 
man.’214 The Rank and File movement formed in 1934 as a Communist organisation to support 
workers in the sugar industry and to assist Italians in their fight against British preference.  Luigi 
Danesi became the Italian spokesman of the organisation, which was strongly represented by anti-
Fascist Italians.215 The Italian consular authorities, whilst not supporting British preference, 
directly opposed the work of the Danesi brothers, undermining their attempts to gain Italian support. 
Reporting to Rome on the fight against British preference consular representatives asserted that 
Luigi Danesi was a ‘quite well known anti-Fascist’ and that his motives were self-centred and 
pursued only to expand his influence within the Italian population, something the Fascists were 
concerned with given his political leanings.216 
Costante and Luigi Danesi’s work was largely unsuccessful and while the BPL were not 
able to achieve their desired percentages in Ingham and Mourilyan the ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement’ 
was largely accepted throughout North Queensland by 1935 and had ensured the steady growth of 
British Australian cane cutters at the cost of Italian employment.217 The British preference situation 
demonstrates the difficulty the Fascists had in defending Italian rights when the differing social 
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classes of Italians sought opposing outcomes.  Prominent Italian farmers Aldo Signorini, Carmelo 
Barbera, Count Lalli and Salvatore Pagano may have all been members of various North 
Queensland Fasci, but the concern for their own businesses was prioritised above their dealings 
with the Fascist party.218 Their main concern with Danesi’s methods was their belief that direct 
court action would increase the pressure on Italian farmers, lead to disruptions in harvesting and 
possibly see their cane declared black.219 Despite Signorini’s claims that the court case had gone 
against Danesi because he lacked the discipline of the ‘Fascist ones of North Queensland,’ the 
opposition to Danesi had little basis in Italian political clashes.220 Indeed, the stance of Fascist 
farmers was backed by a number of other Italian farmers who had no dealings with Italian politics, 
including the influential and highly regarded Ingham based Italian farmer Giuseppe Cantamessa.221 
However, in practice, the preponderance of established Italian farmers in the North Queensland 
Fasci meant the organisations, throughout the battle against the BPL, offered no practical assistance 
to Italian cane cutters.  Neither did Fascist consular representatives beyond writing occasional 
letters to the government.222 Firstly, they were reticent to support the Danesi brothers, given their 
anti-Fascist backgrounds, as this could have advanced their influence amongst Italians of North 
Queensland.  Secondly, while wanting to support Italian workers in a broad sense, they were greatly 
concerned with Danesi’s court action that could augment antagonism between British and Italian 
workers and create further conflict with Australian authorities, something they were keen to 
avoid.223 Most importantly, the relation between the Fascist representatives and the Italian farmers, 
who made up the Fasci of North Queensland, meant that the farmers’ needs were always prioritised 
over Italian cane cutters.  Telegrams from consular authorities to Rome asserted that the Fascist 
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consuls were working closely with Italian farmers to protect their interests whilst cane workers’ 
rights were rarely mentioned.224 
Thus, what had begun as an Italian fight against employment discrimination in 1930 was 
reshaped along political lines until it resembled another conflict between Italian anti-Fascist and 
Fascist supporters.  This was somewhat illusory.  The disagreements between Danesi and Italian 
farmers were shaped by socio-economic concerns and the differing priorities between cane farmers 
and cane cutters.225 However, the impact of Fascist politics is demonstrated by its role within this 
divergence between Italians.  The desired outcomes and motivating factors between the Fascist 
officials and established Italian farmers saw the consular authorities side with these wealthier 
Italians while Danesi and the Italian workers became more closely aligned and represented by the 
Communist Party.  The economic conflict between Italians thus became constructed through the 
political context then manifesting itself within Italian communities and merged with the clash 
between Fascist and anti-Fascist forces.  
Overall, the incident demonstrates the lack of substance in respect to the actions of the Fasci 
in North Queensland.  Their membership consisted overwhelmingly of established Italian farmers 
and businessmen.  This was encouraged by Fascist authorities in order to enhance the influence and 
respect for the Fasci within their communities and ultimately meant that their activities were shaped 
by this socio-economic class at the expense of the greater majority of Queensland Italians.  For all 
their claims to be upholding the name of Italy and respect for Italians in Australia, the Fascists, and 
specifically the Fasci, were unable and unwilling to directly confront British preference.  It 
demonstrated a clear socio-economic demarcation concerning Fascist party membership in 
Queensland and the interests of the Italian Fascist officials in the state.  Anti-Fascist propaganda 
had consistently voiced the concern that the Fascists had no real interest in standing up for the 
Italian worker.  One Italian anti-Fascist sign that appeared in Innisfail in March 1931 asserted,  
 
the consuls and priests, instead of protecting the Italian workers from the 
rapacious Australian capitalist class, have actually been aiding to swindle and rob 
the Italian...when the Italian cane-cutters forced to reduce the price of cane cutting 
in order to get a “cut”, attempted to get some of the conditions won by the 
workers in North Queensland, they were threatened with “deportation” and with 
reprisals against their relatives in Italy.226 
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The situation concerning the fight against British preference appeared to reinforce the 
Communist party’s assurances to Italians in North Queensland that ‘the Communist party was, is, 
and always will be the defender of the interests of the working class, irrespective of the religious, 
national or party divisions within the ranks of the workers.’227 Douglass shows that the Communist 
party’s support for Italian cane cutters helped its popularity amongst Italian workers and that many 
Italians fought against preference by joining or voting for the Communist party.228 
The British preference fight evidenced that beyond organising social events and asserting 
Italian nationalism through propaganda, the Fasci were not associations that could or desired to 
offer material assistance to the struggles of Italian workers.  It was a major aspect of their lack of 
support, as the organisations appeared to be the domain of wealthier Italians who used them as 
networking devices and a means to further business opportunities.  This does not mean that 
patriotic approval for the Fascists in Queensland was weak amongst Italians, but that the Fasci 
themselves, apart from Babinda, lacked support and were considered irrelevant in the lives of a 
majority of Queensland’s Italians.  
Overall the Italian population of Queensland were not strong supporters of Fascism in a 
political sense.  The Fasci were not well patronised and by 1935 the Brisbane Fascio was in danger 
of closing and the Cairns Fascio had already disappeared.229 However, admiration for the Fascists, 
as a form of Italian nationalism, was still resonant within Italian communities in Queensland.  An 
aspect clearly demonstrated by the Italian reaction to the arrival of the Italian warship the Armando 
Diaz in the state during 1934.  
The Armando Diaz was a new Italian cruiser that visited Australia primarily as part of 
Melbourne’s centenary celebrations in October 1934.  Built in 1932, it was an impressive addition 
to the Italian navy and its construction used by PNF to demonstrate Italy’s new military strength to 
the world.230 Originally only scheduled to dock in Fremantle, Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane, 
the Armando Diaz added Cairns to its itinerary after receiving a substantial petition from Italian 
residents in North Queensland that was organised by Il Giornale Italiano.231 The ship’s arrival was 
greeted with great enthusiasm wherever it docked.  In Brisbane over 2000 people boarded the ship 
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on 27 November 1934, despite the fact that the day had been reserved for Brisbane’s Italian citizens 
alone to visit the cruiser.  Il Giornale Italiano joked that Brisbane’s Italian population had 
undergone a miraculous expansion in only one day.232 The ship was welcomed officially by Dr 
Battaglia, as representative of the Brisbane Fascio, and fifty of the ship’s crew later marched to the 
Brisbane war memorial where they laid wreathes to the fallen.233 For Italians in Queensland the 
arrival of the Armando Diaz heralded an outpouring of nationalist celebration, the ship representing 
the new Italy that was asserting itself as a world power once again.  The Courier Mail strongly 
reinforced this idea, writing that the ship’s visit was significant to all Queenslanders in reminding 
them, 
 
we belong to a civilisation that looks back to Italy as one of its homelands, and to 
Italian genius in art and literature as one of its guiding stars.  But the visit of an 
Italian cruiser also reminds us that the modern Italian nation inherits the great 
naval traditions of Venice and Genoa, that Columbus, Vespucci and Cabot were 
Italians and that Italian seamen won the battle of Lepanto.234 
Figure 7 Prominent North Queensland Italians gather in Cairns for the arrival of Armando Diaz. The numbers on the 
photo were later added by Australian security forces during World War II as a means of identifying Italian Fascist 
supporters in Queensland.  Although some of those pictured were Fascist members i.e. No. 2 is Carlo Trucano, 
inaugural president of the Cairns Fascio, many were not and were later interned on the basis of this photo alone despite 
no evidence that they were ever Fascist supporters.  Also of note is that No. 13 (wearing the safari suit), is Vice Consul 
Leandro Chieffi. (Photo located in Q24027, National Australian Archives, Brisbane)  
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The arrival in Cairns was an even larger event than Brisbane, with thousands of Italians 
travelling from all parts of North Queensland to visit the ship.  Cheap trains were arranged from 
Ingham to Cairns to take Italians wanting to see the battleship, an offer that hundreds accepted.  On 
the eve of its arrival it was reported that so many Italians had arrived in the town that 
accommodation was not able to cope and substantial numbers were forced to sleep on the beach.235 
The Fasci of North Queensland played a major part in the numerous events planned to 
commemorate the Armando Diaz’s arrival and were eager to exploit the patriotic celebrations to 
expand support for the PNF amongst the region’s Italians.  Members of the Innisfail and Cairns 
Fasci formed the Italian Committee of Cairns that organised the celebrations in honour of the 
cruiser’s arrival.236 Fasci members, dressed in the Black Shirt uniforms of the Fascists and 
performing the Fascist salute, formed a guard of honour for the ship when it berthed in Cairns on 3 
December.  They were then allowed on the ship first as the official welcome party to meet with the 
Armando Diaz’s officers and to inspect the cruiser.237 Later that day 100 soldiers from the ship 
marched with members of the Fasci and Babinda ex-soldiers association to the Cairns war 
memorial where they placed wreaths to honour those who fell during World War I for both Italy 
and Australia.238 
Celebrations were planned for all Italians who had gathered in Cairns for the arrival of the 
Armando Diaz. Civic receptions were held, dinners organised, a soccer match between the Ingham 
Italian team and the Armando Diaz squad was played and the night before the ship’s departure the 
largest ever dance evening in Cairns took place, attended overwhelmingly by Italians.239 Overall, 
the Armando Diaz witnessed the largest ever gathering of Italians in North Queensland and 
generated an outpouring of patriotic sentiment.  For the Fascists the event provided them with a 
unique opportunity to promote the regime, with the Armando Diaz’s visit continuously proclaimed 
to represent the new, powerful Italy that the PNF under Mussolini had achieved.  Fascist officials at 
the numerous receptions proclaimed the ‘high spirit of patriotism’ that had moved the Italians of 
North Queensland who had been honoured by the Italian government ‘in permitting the cruiser to 
call at Cairns.’240 The Cairns Post, in an article entitled ‘The Greatness of Italy,’ reflected on the 
meaning of the Armando Diaz’s visit,  
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Italians are again a united people – the proud subjects of a country that is fast 
regaining her pristine greatness and proudly marching into the front ranks of 
European nations…No man with a knowledge of Roman history could have stood 
on the banks of the Brisbane River last Monday morning and watched the 
Armando Diaz…steam up our magnificent waterway without recalling the glory 
that was Italy’s past and rejoicing in the resurrection that is Italy’s 
present…Iachino [Armando Diaz captain] and his fine company of officers and 
his men to Queensland honour the sons of a country that has placed the civilised 
world under a lasting debt of gratitude.241 
Figure 8 Queensland Fasci members gather on the deck of the Armando Diaz with the crew. Second from right is Carlo 
Trucano. Left of Trucano is Dr Vattuone, prominent Fascist supporter and later head of the Brisbane Fascio.  To 
Vattuone’s left (partly obscured) is Dr Castellano, who was involved with both the Babinda and Innisfail Fascio.  In the 
middle of the photo immediately left of the ship’s captain is Silvio Tanfani, Consular Agent for Cairns and member of 
the Cairns Fascio.  The boy at the centre of the photo (right of the captain) is Trucano’s son, he is dressed in the uniform 
of the Fascist youth. (Photo located in Q24027, National Australian Archives, Brisbane)   
 
The enthusiastic reception for the Armando Diaz does seem to have encouraged generally 
positive feelings towards the PNF representatives who had arranged its visit.  The Italian Consul 
General Marchese Ferrante di Ruffano who had travelled north for the occasion, received an 
enthusiastic reception in various areas of Italian settlement that he visited during his stay in North 
Queensland, even in towns where previous Fascist dignitaries had faced considerable opposition.  
On his way south after the cruiser’s departure, for example, Ferrante stopped in Ingham where he 
attended a dinner in his honour.  The Cairns Post reported that due to political tension he was 
accompanied by a strong police escort and that there was much concern when a large number of 
Italians approached the hotel where the dinner was being given.  However, in contrast to the 
Carmagnola incident, the crowd had only arrived in order to hear Ferrante’s speech and it was 
reported that at its conclusion the consul general received ‘loud applause’ from the Italians listening 
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outside the hotel.242 In Cairns the Fascio was reinvigorated by the visit and its members formed the 
Armando Diaz Club, an institution that, its founders claimed, would honour the ‘glory of the great 
leaders who during world war led the Italian army to victory and to the imperishable memory of the 
recent visit in Cairns waters of the super and speedy cruiser Armando Diaz – a true ambassador of 
Italianita’ abroad.’243 The Armando Diaz Club was considerably more successful than the Cairns 
Fascio.  Taking advantage of the celebration of Italian nationalism that the ship’s visit had 
produced the club was well patronised.  Its founders were careful to present the Armando Diaz 
Club as a social Italian club that was patriotic and not political.  This helped its membership, with 
its less overt Fascist political rhetoric appealing to the general Italian population of the Cairns 
district in a way the Cairns Fascio had been unable to.  However, its vice-president and secretary 
were both ex-members of the Cairns Fascio and the club was undeniably pro-Fascist.244 As other 
successful Fascist institutions had done, such as the Babinda Fascio, the Armando Diaz built its 
support through Italian social events that it used as a means of spreading Fascist propaganda to 
large numbers of Italians that associated with the organisation.  At its one year anniversary on 28 
December 1935, for instance, over 260 Italians attended the function to listen to its president 
Celestino Capra proclaim,  
 
the destiny of Italy is our destiny: it is the destiny of more than ten million Italians 
scattered over the world, with indestructible connections inevitably tied to the glory 
and power of Italy!  To us Italians abroad, the strict duty is incumbent on us to 
journey on the same road, under the same flag and with the same infallible will of 
the Duce.  The Italian club Armando Diaz is a limb of Italy, the most faraway from 
the Motherland and it recognises in the Duce another great and glorious leader who 
has raised the prestige and honour of the Italian people to the highest peak, thus 
auguring another formidable victory for Italy.245 
The arrival of the Armando Diaz highlights the nature of Fascist support in Queensland 
amongst the majority of the state’s Italians.  The visit provoked a strong assertion of Italian 
patriotic feeling, the warship representing the new Italian power that was being demonstrated to the 
world.  Given the discrimination they faced from the Australian press and organisations such as the 
BPL and RSSILA, such expressions of Italy’s growing power were celebrated as reinforcing pride 
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in Italian ethnic identity against outside antagonism.  This form of Italian nationalism was generally 
supportive of the PNF, given that they were the party that had initiated this reinvigoration of Italian 
power.  However, while it is true incidents such as the Armando Diaz’s arrival did produce strong 
backing for the PNF by integrating Italian patriotic celebration with the achievements of the 
regime; they were rather isolated events that did not represent deep political adherence.246 
Instead, membership of the Fasci remained, overall, quite low and the organisations failed 
to stimulate Italian political action in favour of the Fascist party.  The Fasci could have success in 
some areas when circumstances allowed and leadership was strong but most Italians were not 
interested in joining the party.  Italians across Queensland were concerned primarily with work and 
the need to establish themselves financially in their new home; Fascio membership and the 
promotion of Fascist ideology did not appeal to the majority of Italians in the state.  Furthermore, in 
the case of British preference the Fasci had been unable and unwilling to offer solutions to the real 
problems facing many Italian workers in Queensland.  However, the Fasci had brought Italians into 
festivals and activities that incorporated Fascist propaganda and events such as the Armando Diaz 
visit did produce a generally positive feeling towards the PNF across the state’s Italians.  The Fasci, 
though, were never able to turn this patriotic Fascism into strong, sustainable support.  From 1930 
to 1935 the Fascists did achieve a success of sorts.  Through appealing to Italian nationalism, the 
organisation of Italian cultural celebrations, their close alliance with the Catholic Church, their 
control of the Italian press and use of intimidation the Fascists minimised anti-Fascist opposition 
and encouraged Queensland’s Italian population to see the PNF as the defenders of Italian national 
pride against hostile elements.  Aided by the Fasci, the PNF were able to expand Fascism’s 
influence within Queensland.  Italian nationalism, religious belief, self interest and fear combined 
to produce a form of Fascist support that cannot be understood in political or ideological terms.  
Fascism, for a variety of reasons that differed through separate socio-economic classes of Italians, 
was ‘a means through which they [Italians] could achieve stature and adjustment’ within the 
context of their lives in Queensland, but which never manifested into pervasive ideological support 
for the Fascist regime.247
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CHAPTER FOUR 
The Italo-Abyssinia conflict and the approach of World War II: Their 
impact on Italian Fascism in Queensland, 1935-1939. 
 
Since the beginning of the Abyssinian business a strong increase has been noted in the patriotic sentiments of 
the Italians of this consular district; and as events developed such sentiments were even more accentuated and 
generalised.1
*** 
Today, we Italians in foreign countries must feel great pride and boldness in the Italian mother country that 
with the virtue of a leader, the Duce, becomes great again in the world with the mark of the Littorio which is 
the mark of Justice and of Freedom.  In the words of the Duce, “Italy has conquered its empire with its blood, it 
will fertilise it with its work and will defend it against all and whoever with its armies.”2
This chapter will examine the progression of Fascist support amongst the Italian 
communities of Queensland from 1935 to 1940.  These five years witnessed the height of positive 
feeling towards Fascism as well as the decline and eventual termination of the Fasci and the 
subsequent attempts of many Italians to completely disassociate themselves from the PNF regime in 
Italy.  The developments between 1935 and 1940 thus provide an essential clarification of the 
nature of Fascist support amongst the Italian population of Queensland and demonstrate the overall 
failure of the work of the PNF, through the Fasci All’estero, to engender substantial political 
support amongst the state’s Italians.  
As set out previously, the presence of the Fascist party and the influence they were able to 
exert over Italians in Queensland had developed considerably from the mid-1920s up till 1935.  The 
strength of Fascism had been enhanced by their appeal to Italian nationalist sentiment, the support 
of the Catholic Church, the propaganda of the Italian press in Australia and the use of fear and 
intimidation to silence anti-Fascist opposition.  The Fasci had played their role in this growth by 
organising social events, cultural outings and Italian schools that were popular within some Italian 
communities in the state.  This was due more to the fact they provided a social environment that 
allowed Italians to celebrate their ethnic identity than it was to any particular ideological beliefs or 
political support for the Fascist party in Italy.  Given the generally difficult climate for Italians in 
Queensland during the 1930s these occasions provided a strong reinforcement of Italian worth and 
patriotic pride against outside antagonism.  The Fascist rhetoric associated with these celebrations 
spoke of Italian nationalism rooted in their achievements in World War I, the rebirth of Italy under 
Mussolini and the concept that Italy was a nation that was now able to take its place amongst the 
 
1 Letter from Royal Consul General Vita-Finzi to Benito Mussolini, 29 October 1935, National Australian Archives, 
Hereafter: NAA, Brisbane, Q30577 Fascism-General [Italians in North Queensland and Australia], 1941-1942. 
2 Speech by Aldo Signorini, Innisfail Fascio member, at the commemoration of the second anniversary of the 
foundation of Italy’s Empire, Il Giornale Italiano, 22 June 1938. (own translation) 
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world’s great powers.  It was a popular message that advanced the Fascist cause.  The Fasci 
themselves, however, whilst able to assist the consul in organising Fascist celebrations and 
conducting surveillance on suspect Italians, were not well patronised.  Only a minute percentage of 
the Italian population actually joined the Fascist party and by 1935 the Cairns Fascio had been 
disbanded and the Brisbane Fascio was facing a similar possibility.  
The reasons for the Fasci’s lack of success were numerous.  Political activities, especially 
those that aped the Fascist ceremonies of Italy, with Queensland Italians dressed in Black Shirts and 
giving Roman Salutes, were a distraction for most of the state’s Italians who were mainly concerned 
with establishing themselves financially in their new home.  The Fasci membership consisted 
almost entirely of successful Italians of a higher socio-economic class and the associations, despite 
their aesthetic demonstrations of Fascist fanaticism, acted mainly as business networking clubs that 
allowed important access to Italian government representatives.  For most Italians in the state who 
existed in the lower working classes, the organisations were irrelevant institutions that offered little 
to the realities of their daily lives.  During the Italian fight against the ‘Gentlemen’s Agreement,’ for 
instance, Fasci members had demonstrated their reticence to involve themselves in political battles 
involving the rights of Italian workers that might damage their own business concerns.  Lack of 
leadership in Cairns and Brisbane also hampered the institutions, as did the strength of anti-Fascist 
opposition in important areas of Italian settlement such as Ingham.  Of the four Queensland Fasci 
formed between 1929 and 1931, by 1935 only the Babinda Fascio could be called a success.  
Notwithstanding these problems, in some areas of Queensland Fascist organisations had 
been able to institute themselves successfully when a combination of specific factors was 
favourable to their activities.  The Babinda Fascio was the best example: enhanced by strong 
leadership, the ability to involve Italians socially with Fascist celebrations, the support of the 
Australian community within the town and the strong history of Italian patriotic celebration that 
existed in Babinda, this Fascio was the most prominent and successful in Queensland by 1935.  
Fascist support had also been boosted by the nationalist outpouring that was generated by the 
Armando Diaz visit in 1934 and which led directly to the creation of a new Fascist based social club 
for Italians in Cairns.  By lessening the use of overt Fascist propaganda and appealing instead to 
patriotic sentiment celebrated through numerous Italian social events organised by the club, the 
Armando Diaz Club was able to involve hundreds of Cairns Italians in events that celebrated the 
PNF as the defender of Italian pride.  This was an achievement the Cairns Fascio had never been 
able to realise.   
 The celebrations associated with the arrival of the Italian cruiser Armando Diaz illuminate 
how events that promoted Italian achievement and strength could lead to isolated surges in broad 
Italian nationalist approval for the PNF.  This is important in the analysis of the nature of Fascist 
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support amongst the wider Italian population in Queensland and the understanding that patriotic 
celebrations of Italy and its achievements did not necessarily indicate political belief in the PNF nor 
did it encourage Italians to become members of the Fasci or patronise Fascist associations. 
 This argument is most clearly demonstrated by the events surrounding the Italian invasion of 
Abyssinia.  The way in which Italians reacted to Italy’s invasion of Abyssinia and the League of 
Nation’s subsequent sanctioning of Italy prompted a growth in Fascist support amongst Queensland 
Italians.  Consequently, from 1935 to 1938 the state’s Fasci were engaged in their most active 
period.  This phase and the subsequent decline in Fascist support that took place from 1938 are 
crucial in the study of Fascism in Queensland.  What were the key elements that contributed to both 
the advancement and decline of Italian Fascism in Queensland from 1935 to 1940?  What did the 
Italian reaction to the Abyssinia invasion demonstrate about Fascist support amongst the state’s 
Italian population?  Why, despite the growth in positive feeling towards the Fascists that took place 
between 1935 and 1938, did the Fasci fall into decline even before the onset of World War II?  By 
examining these questions it is possible to articulate the precise nature of the association with 
Fascism within the general Italian public, as well as those who joined the PNF, and provide a clear 
understanding of the ultimate failure of the PNF’s goals concerning Italians in Queensland.  
On 2 October 1935 Mussolini announced to the Italian public that Italy had invaded 
Abyssinia.  The reasons for the invasion are still a matter of debate.  Emilio Gentile has argued that 
the invasion was partly due to Mussolini’s need to fulfil Fascist propaganda that constantly spoke of 
Italian military might and promised colonial expansion.  De Felice, while accepting that colonial 
policy was fundamental to the invasion, has asserted that domestic issues and the need for 
Mussolini to draw attention away from Fascism’s failings in Italy were also vital.  For Mack-Smith 
the conquest of Abyssinia appealed to Mussolini as it would assist Italy economically by linking its 
existing colonies of Eritrea and Somalia into a large East African area that could accommodate 
millions of Italian farmers.  Mussolini also hoped the invasion would advance his image as a 
powerful and decisive national leader and that the endeavour would unite the Italian population 
behind the Fascist party.  As Bosworth writes, the Italian adventure in Abyssinia had its basis in the 
‘Glory, God and Gold’ ideal that had driven earlier European colonisation in the African continent.3
Abyssinia was also a potent target given the humiliating defeat it had inflicted on Italy in 1896, an 
event that still held a prominent place within the Italian nation’s psyche.  Mussolini believed 
avenging this humiliation and achieving for Italy a colonial empire would considerably advance his 
 
3 This historical debate over the reasons for the invasion of Abyssinia by Italy is covered in R. Bosworth, Mussolini 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 2002): 295-297.  See also: D. Mack Smith, Mussolini (London: Weidenfeld and 
Nicolson, 1981), 190-196.  
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power.  Fascist propaganda in Italy attempted to build support for an invasion of Abyssinia by 
continually reminding the public of Italy’s defeat in 1896 and the need for revenge.4
The Italian reaction to the announcement of war was initially quite subdued.  However, 
when the invasion was condemned by fifty members of the League of Nations and sanctions 
imposed on Italy Mussolini was provided with the pretext to rally Italian support.  He asserted that 
Italy’s right to an empire was being opposed by other colonial powers such as Britain who were 
simply trying to deny Italy the same influence they had already obtained for themselves.5
Mussolini’s defiance of the League of Nations played to Italian nationalist feeling that drew pride 
from the belief that Italy was no longer among the weaker powers of Europe but was equal to 
nations such as Britain and France.  Victory in Abyssinia, the PNF proclaimed, would not only 
confirm Italy’s emergence as a great power but bring Roman civilisation to a backward nation.  The 
Italian press was resplendent with stories that depicted the sanctions and opposition of the League 
of Nations as the old colonial powers’ attempts to subdue the rise of Italy.  The invasion and 
subsequent Italian stance against world opinion supposedly demonstrated the new Italian status as a 
world force and during the Abyssinian conflict enthusiasm for Mussolini subsequently reached its 
peak amongst Italians in Italy as well as overseas.6
In Australia the Abyssinian invasion generated a patriotic fervour amongst Italians.  By 
relating the world’s opposition to a local context the Fascists in Australia were able to take 
advantage of the situation and encourage support for Mussolini’s actions.  Just as Australia’s 
Italians faced considerable opposition in their attempts to achieve success in their new home in this 
country, so too did Italy itself now face a similar condition, with its own endeavour to establish its 
power blocked by jealous nations such as Britain and France.  Such rhetoric was advanced by the 
Royal Consul Anzilotti even before the invasion took place.  On 28 August 1935 he informed 
Australia’s Italians, ‘we live in a hostile complex environment…we read regularly each day – 
morning and evening – partisan news, malicious criticism and often even false and improper insults 
towards our country.’7 In the case of Abyssinia he pointed out that Italy had not opposed British 
 
4 D. Mack Smith, Mussolini 190-196; Bosworth, Mussolini, 302.  
5 D. Mack Smith, Mussolini, 197; Bosworth, Mussolini, 307. 
6 Aristotle Kallis writes that ‘the Ethiopian campaign generated unprecedented levels of support for Mussolini’s regime, 
be it from the Crown, the official Catholic Church or many traditional figures who had retained their positions of 
authority in the new Fascist system.’  See: Aristotle A. Kallis, "To Expand or Not to Expand?  Territory, Generic 
Fascism and the Quest for an 'Ideal Fatherland'," Journal of Contemporary History 38, no. 2 (2003): 250; T. H. Koon, 
Believe, Obey, Fight: Political Socialization of Youth in Fascist Italy, 1922-1943 (London: University of North 
Carolina Press, 1985), 235; E. R. Tannenbaum, The Fascist Experience: Italian Society and Culture 1922-1945 
(London: Basic Books Inc, 1972), 131. 
7 Il Giornale Italiano, 28 August 1935. (own translation) 
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military action in Egypt eleven years prior and now that very same nation was attempting to ‘limit 
our expansion claims to bound our freedom and legitimate action, with those arguments that it was 
the first to reject eleven years ago.’8 Italians in Australia he exhorted, needed to defend their 
country against the insults of the press,  
 
in these times in which our compatriots in Italy are all ready to sacrifice their 
lives, these who are the richest of people, whose material well being is the 
greatness of Italy, it is legitimate to ask the Italians abroad in foreign countries to 
demonstrate the facts to foreigners who watch us, that despite the risks or 
sacrifices, we will not renounce our country when our country needs us.9
He urged Italians to unite and live amongst each other in order to avoid the hostile environment 
which surrounded them and reminded Australia’s Italians that, ‘Italy is strong, quite prepared and 
led by a leader who has no rivals in the world…Italy is a strong nation in full development and has 
a right to a place in the sun the same as older nations that have already achieved this.’10 This belief 
that Italy was being denied its right ‘to a place in the sun’ by nations that had already achieved their 
own colonial empire was taken up by Il Giornale Italiano editor Franco Battistessa, whose views 
on the Abyssinia conflict were published in the Cairns Post. Writing on the sanctions, Battistessa 
asserted that ‘Mussolini can count on 1,000,000 bayonets already mobilised and the whole Italian 
nation solidly behind him, to enforce Italy’s right to a place in the sun.’  Italy’s right to expansion 
could not be halted by ‘those who would petrify Italy on the Brenner in order to prevent her from 
moving in any part of the vast terrestrial globe.’11 
The injustice of the sanctions and the attempt to deny Italy her rightful empire were 
powerful concepts that resonated with the Italian population across Australia.  Fascist officials 
increased the number of propaganda films coming to Australia and used the nationalist imperial 
message to generate Italian patriotic feeling in defence of the country’s actions in Abyssinia.12 
Royal Consul General Vita Finzi wrote enthusiastically to Mussolini in October 1935 that,  
 
8 Il Giornale Italiano, 28 August 1935. (own translation) 
9 Il Giornale Italiano, 28 August 1935. (own translation) 
10 Il Giornale Italiano, 28 August 1935. (own translation)  Interestingly, a propaganda piece disseminated by the Italian 
government in Australia during the Italo-Ethiopian war was actually entitled: Can Italy be denied a Place in the Sun? 
See: Gerardo  Papalia, "Imaginary Colonies: Fascist Views of Australia in Italian Diplomatic Correspondence 1922-
1940," Eras Internet Journal 6 (2004). 
11 Cairns Post, 24 August 1935.  Battistessa had another long letter justifying the invasion of Abyssinia published in the 
Courier Mail on 3 July 1935. 
12 Gianfranco Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945 (Canberra: Australian National 
University Press, 1980), 150.  It is also apparent that Italian anti-Abyssinia songs were circulating amongst Italians in 
Queensland, such as the one found in the possession of Silvio Ganora entitled Black Beard, which featured the lyrics 
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since the beginning of the Abyssinian business a strong increase has been noted in 
the patriotic sentiments of the Italians of this consular district; and as events 
developed such sentiments were even more accentuated and generalised.  A truly 
symptomatic fact is that not only those who in the past weeks were considered 
luke-warm have felt the need to show their patriotism, but also those of a 
subversive strain with the exception of a few obstinate persons, have gathered 
around the sign of the Littorio.13 
In Queensland the Abyssinia conflict and the world’s reaction against Italy enabled the 
Fasci to mobilise the support of the state’s Italians in a way they had previously been unable to 
achieve.  Contrasting with past occasions where Italians had been content with providing broad 
patriotic support to Fascism whilst not actually involving themselves with the politics of the PNF, 
the Fasci were now able to encourage Italians to give materially to the cause of Fascism and the 
Italian nation.  On 18 December 1935 the Royal family of Italy had symbolised the sacrifice 
Italians were willing to make to combat the world’s sanctions by handing over their wedding rings 
that were then melted down into gold for Italy.14 This ‘Gold for the Motherland’ campaign was 
then initiated amongst Italians abroad, first in Madrid and then in Berlin and quickly spread 
throughout other areas of overseas Italian settlement as the Fasci All’estero became involved.15 
With help from government representatives and Italian press outlets such as Il Giornale Italiano,
the Fasci in Queensland encouraged Italians to give up their wedding rings and jewellery to the 
‘Gold for the Motherland’ campaign and to donate money to the Italian Red Cross fund as a means 
of combating the sanctions.  Il Giornale Italiano proclaimed, ‘every schilling given to the Italian 
Red Cross is a rebuke to the defamations of Italy,’ with Fascist propaganda displayed in the Italian 
Australian press depicting a large chain with the word ‘Sanctions’ written on it being broken by a 
ring engraved with the words ‘Wealth to the Mother Land’ and ‘18 December 1935.’16 Stories 
were published on Italian soldiers fighting in Abyssinia who had relatives in Australia.  Luigi 
Scrivo, for example, whose father was a farmer in Mackay, was part of the invading force and a 
letter to his father describing his circumstances was printed by Il Giornale Italiano, ‘Italian blood 
 
‘Dear friend Selassie, every slave of yours shall be liberated by the strong and generous Italians.  You will remain 
chained there if you do not want to understand reason.’  See: Translation of song found in the possession of Silvio 
Ganora, NAA, Brisbane, Q28238 Ganora, Silvio – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1927-1944. 
13 Royal Consul General Vita-Finzi letter to Mussolini, 29 October 1935, NAA, Brisbane, Q30577. 
14 Philip Morgan, Italian Fascism, 1915-1945, Second ed (Basingstoke and New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004), 
174. 
15 C. Baldoli, Exporting Fascism: Italian Fascists and Britain's Italians in the 1930s (Oxford: Berg, 2003), 76. 
16 Eastern Command Intelligence Report re: Sanctions not Red Cross, 13 June 1941, NAA, Brisbane, Q24027 Capra, 
Celestino Natale Enrico - Queensland Investigation Case File, 1940-1946.  
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of 1896 was crying for revenge.  In three days Adua [location of Italy’s great loss to Ethiopia in the 
Battle of Adua on 1 March 1896] was Italian…We hope that this war has a swift purpose thus 
Italians will have no more need to knock at the door of foreign countries for the charity of a day’s 
work.  In Africa, Mussolini has said, there is a place and probably, glory for us all.’17 
The Fasci in Babinda, Innisfail and Brisbane, as well as the Armando Diaz Club in Cairns, 
appealed to Italian women to sacrifice their wedding rings to the cause and for all Italians to donate 
money to fight the embargo against Italy.  Vice-Consul Chieffi travelled to towns with considerable 
Italian populations which lacked a Fascio, such as Tully, and formed committees to collect 
donations of money and jewellery from Italians in these areas.  These efforts were also encouraged 
by the Catholic Church, with both Duhig and McGuire speaking out against the sanctions.  
Following the invasion of Abyssinia Duhig argued against criticism of Italy’s actions, ‘I know 
sufficient of Italy and the Italian people to believe that if they conquer Abyssinia they will use their 
civilising power to civilise the people.’18 Simultaneously, the Catholic paper in Townsville edited 
by Bishop McGuire wrote that the League of Nations was instituted ‘merely to be used for 
maintaining the colonial possessions of England and France against the teeming and growing 
populations of other great powers.’19 
Such arguments, combined with the work of Chieffi and the Fasci, saw a largely positive 
response by the Italian population of Queensland to the Fascist cause.20 Il Giornale Italiano on 5 
and 19 February 1936 printed a list of the numerous donations of gold given by Italians in 
Queensland, with gold rings, watches, medallions, cuff links, necklaces and brooches making up 
the extensive record.  Hundreds more of the state’s Italian population were listed as having donated 
money to fight the sanctions.21 Italian ex-soldiers even donated their war insurance policies to the 
Italian government as part of the ‘Gold for Motherland’ campaign.22 Dances and fund raising 
 
17 Il Giornale Italiano, 29 January 1936. (own translation) 
18 Northern Herald, 12 October 1935. 
19 Catholic News, 1 November 1935. 
20 Hearing of Vicenzo Bianchi objection to the order of detention, 6 December 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q37555 Bianchi, 
Enrico Francesco - Queensland Investigation case file, 1927-1945; Domenico Borgna statement, 14 July 1942, NAA, 
Brisbane, Q31299 Borgna, Dominico Giuseppe – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1923-1945; Hearing of Luigi 
Meoli objection to the order of detention, 21 May 1941, NAA, Brisbane, Q13450 Part 1 Meoli, Luigi Carlo – 
Queensland Internee, 1940-1944; Hearing of C.N.E. Capra objection to the order of detention, 9 September 1941, 
Q24027. 
21 Il Giornale Italiano, 5 February 1936, 19 February 1936. (own translation) 
22 I.S.G.S. Report re: Gifts to the Royal Italian Public Treasury, 26 May 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q17297 Dr Domenico 
Rigano, 1936-1944. 
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events were held across the state to collect funds for the Italian Red Cross.23 At the Armando Diaz 
Club Italians present were informed by the president Celestino Capra that the invasion of Abyssinia 
was completely justified in claiming for Italy,  
 
a little bit of land in the sun and rendering it sure and profitable for our brothers, a 
new Cincinnati, will plough the land and will make the agriculture flower again 
where today there is Spinifex and deserted wood and they will bring the 
civilisation of Rome where today barbarian habits and slavery rules 
uncontested.’24 
The strong nationalist response to the invasion of Abyssinia and the feeling of injustice at the 
sanctions even generated support for the Fascist cause in Italian institutions that had previously 
avoided politics.  Since its creation, the Mourilyan Progressive Club, for instance, had asserted a 
strictly non-political agenda, but the patriotic emotion against the actions of the League of Nations 
prompted the club to organise a major function to raise money in order to combat the sanctions.  
The success of the evening reportedly showing the Italians of Mourilyan’s ‘faith and love for their 
country unjustly attacked.’25 
This Italian support for the invasion of Abyssinia, despite its strength, was, however, not 
absolute.  Although in the minority, some Italians chose to voice their opposition to Mussolini’s 
actions.  In the 1936 May Day meeting in Innisfail Costante Danesi spoke against Fascism and the 
war in Abyssinia.26 Most prominently, a gathering of Italian cane cutters in Mourilyan that took 
place immediately following the invasion passed a motion that asserted, ‘this meeting of Italian 
cutters forward a protest to the Italian Consul in Sydney, demanding that the invasion of Abyssinia 
cease and that this be forwarded to the Italian Government, as we consider that all teachings of 
civilisation have been outraged by the unprovoked attack on the rights of the Abyssinians to 
develop independence and peace.’  They forwarded the protest to the Australian press and Italian 
consular authorities as well as issuing their support for the sanctions to Australia’s Prime Minister 
Joseph Lyons.27 It was a severe embarrassment to the Fascist officials in Australia.  Consulate 
Agent in Cairns Silvio Tanfani was asked by the royal consul general to investigate who had been 
involved in the meeting, while a group of Innisfail cane growers wrote to the Italo-Australian 
23 Il Giornale Italiano, 25 December 1935, 22 January 1936. (own translation) 
24 Il Giornale Italiano, 22 January 1936. (own translation) 
25 Il Giornale Italiano, 25 March 1936. (own translation) 
26 Cairns Post, 6 May 1936. 
27 Herbert River Express, 22 October 1935. 
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refuting the Mourilyan protest and asserting that Italians were behind their government.28 The 
consul subsequently informed the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Rome that the report of the 
meeting at Mourilyan was ‘absolutely false,’ Queensland’s Italians, he promised, had instead been 
indignant at the suggestion they were against their own country and ‘private persons and 
associations have at once telegraphed renewing their attachment to the Fascist motherland of all the 
Italians of Queensland.’29 
Not withstanding these few instances of protest, the Abyssinian campaign had the 
overwhelming effect of uniting Italians across Queensland, including those who had previously 
been anti-Fascist, behind the actions of the PNF and in support of the work of the Fasci.30 The 
news of Italy’s victory on 5 May 1936 was greeted with jubilation throughout Queensland, as well 
as other centres of Italian settlement in Australia, with the Italian consul general boasting in a letter 
to Rome that even known ‘subversives’ were involved in the celebrations.31 Large numbers of 
Italians gathered at the Armando Diaz and Dante Aligheri clubs of Cairns and Babinda and special 
dances held to celebrate the end of the war.32 In Brisbane a substantial crowd of Italians gathered 
to hear Battaglia proclaim,  
 
the eagles of the Imperial Rome which for centuries were drowsing, have 
awakened, taken their flight, and once again have brought civilisation to the 
almost impenetrable land of Africa…The victory of the Italian forces was not only 
a material and moral one, it is a victory of the Fascist policy…A new era arises, a 
new horizon clears after the storm.  There is a dawn that will never know the 
sunset.33 
Italians in areas where no Fasci existed and in which Fascism had an insignificant presence 
also joined the celebrations.  In Mossman a party was held where speeches were given rejoicing in 
Italy’s victory and another collection made for the Italian Red Cross.34 At Mourilyan a large crowd 
 
28 Italo-Australian article, 18 January 1935, NAA, Brisbane, Q10422 Undesirable Italians [Italian communists in North 
Queensland], 1936-1939; Northern Command Report re: Silvio Tanfani letter to acting Consul Buoninsegni Vitali, 19 
January 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q23605 Tanfani, Silvio – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1933-1946. 
29 Consul General Vita-Finzi letter to Mussolini, 29 October 1935, Q30577. 
30 Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 76. 
31 Consul General Vita-Finzi letter to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Rome, 23 May 1936, Q30577. 
32 Cairns Post, 8 May 1936; M. Cigler and N. Randazzo, The Italians in Australia (Blackburn: Stanley Thornes and 
Hulton, 1987), 115. 
33 Battaglia speech, May 1936, Q13978 Part 1.  Duhig also spoke at this celebration, proclaiming the Italian victory in 
Abyssinia, ‘the Epopea that would shine in the pages of history.’  See: T. P. Boland, James Duhig (St Lucia: University 
of Queensland Press, 1986), 251. 
34 Il Giornale Italiano, 17 June 1936. (own translation) 
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gathered at the Progressive Club on 6 June, where Silvio Tanfani, dressed in the Black Shirt of the 
Fascists, told the Italians present to ‘be proud of this victory that has carried civilisation to a 
territory where barbarism and slavery has always prevailed.  It is necessary to also point out that 
this victory is great when it is considered that fifty-two nations tried to stop the March of imperial 
Rome.’  The speech ended with loud cries of ‘Viva il Duce’ and the singing of Giovinezza by those 
present.35 Solemn ceremonies were held where women who had donated their wedding rings were 
presented with an official iron ring replacement blessed by the local Catholic priest.36 In Innisfail 
on 12 September 1936 Father Gutt blessed the iron rings in front of a large gathering of Italians and 
applauded the ‘spontaneous act of the Italian women which gave to their country their most 
precious object.’37 The strength of Italian feeling concerning the Abyssinian conflict and the 
support it generated for the Fascists was best demonstrated in Ingham, the most anti-Fascist 
dominated town in Queensland, where for the first time since 1929 an official Fascist ceremony 
took place.  On 13 June Vice-Consul Chieffi, local Catholic priest Dean Grogan and Fascist 
member Professor Rigano attended an official commemoration at the Catholic School of Ingham, 
where Giovinezza was played and Chieffi exalted the Fascist victory in Abyssinia and the resistance 
Italians had shown to the rest of the world.  Hymns to Mussolini were sung as Grogan blessed the 
rings and distributed them to the women who had donated their wedding bands.  The following 
Sunday the Catholic Church in Ingham was crowded with Italians as Grogan celebrated a requiem 
in suffrage of the Italian soldiers who had fallen in Abyssinia.38 
The Abyssinia invasion marked the high point of Queensland Italians’ approval for the 
Fascist regime.  For the Fasci All’estero the movement against the sanctions was an achievement 
they had always sought, a national community of Italians abroad united in action in support of the 
PNF.39 The numerous ceremonies and celebrations in respect to Italy’s victory reflected a 
fanaticism amongst the general Italian population of Queensland that had not manifested itself 
previously.  The sacrifice of the wedding bands and replacement with iron rings during church 
services, where they were blessed by Catholic priests, involved Italians across the state in the 
‘political religion’ of Fascism, the use of rituals and symbols as a means of incorporating Italians to 
the values of the PNF.40 The exchange of one’s wedding ring for that of the state’s and the church 
 
35 Il Giornale Italiano, 24 June 1936. (own translation) 
36 Vice Consul Chieffi letter to Dr Angelo Vattuone, 3 July 1936, NAA, Brisbane, Q7694 Zappala, Salvatore - 
Queensland Internee, 1930-1945. 
37 Il Giornale Italiano, 7 October 1936. (own translation) 
38 Il Giornale Italiano, 15 July 1936. (own translation) 
39 Morgan, Italian Fascism, 1915-1945, 188. 
40 Gentile writes, ‘the presentation of itself [Fascism] as the “religion of the nation” was the main areas within which 
Fascism created its sense of identity – transforming itself from its original spontaneous form into a new type of party, 
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ceremony that accompanied it was meant to symbolise the marriage of that person to the Fascist 
regime itself, the sacrifice of one’s most prized individual possession for a higher purpose.  Such 
ceremonies appeared to demonstrate Queensland Italian adherence to Mussolini’s proclamation that 
‘Fascism is a religious concept of life.’41 In areas of significant Italian settlement which lacked a 
Fasci and had previously given little support for the PNF, celebrations were held that affirmed 
Italian approval for the actions of the Fascists and Italy’s defiance of the League of Nations.   
 Such events inspired by Italy’s actions in Abyssinia also had an impact on the activities of 
the state’s Fasci.  Fascist ceremonies, such as the blessing of the ring, that had taken place during 
celebrations for the Abyssinia victory, did become a more prominent part of Fasci conduct.  The 
fanaticism for the Fascist cause that the conflict had produced appears to have manifested in the 
increasing use of symbolic ritual by Fascist members throughout Queensland.  In Brisbane the 
Fascio instituted its own ‘Day of the Dead’ ceremony that followed similar Fascist 
commemorations in Italy which venerated heroic, dead martyrs of the Fascist cause and, as 
Necocleous writes, used death ‘to exalt the communal feelings that integrates individuals into the 
group, through the idea that those who die gain immortality by entering the “mystical world” of 
collective memory.’42 Funerals of prominent Fasci members became an intrinsic aspect of 
ceremonial reverence for death, with Brisbane Fasci members giving the Roman salute and calling 
out ‘Alala’ at the funeral of member Salvatore Zagami in June 1935.43 Furthermore, at the funeral 
of Pasquale Notarianni in 1936, one of the most prominent Fascists of North Queensland, a 
considerable number of North Queensland Fascist members attended and the Roman salute was 
given as Notarianni was lowered into his grave.  Adding to the symbolism was the fact Notarianni 
was buried in the Black Shirt of the Fascists decorated with his service medals from World War I.44 
The Brisbane Fascio’s subsequent ‘Day of the Dead’ ceremony paid tribute to Zagami and six other 
Fascist members who had passed away by visiting their graves in November and conducting short 
ceremonies at their places of burial.   
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Figure 9 Celestino Capra and Pasquale Notarianni, photographed on board the Armando Diaz in 1934.  Capra was the 
founder of the first Italian club in Queensland, the Babinda Dante Alighieri, and would also found the Armando Diaz 
Club, along with Notarianni in 1934.  Notarianni was one of the strongest Fascist supporters in North Queensland and 
would be buried in the Black Shirt uniform of the Fascists when he passed away in 1936. (Photo located in Q24027, 
National Australian Archives, Brisbane)   
 
The Fasci of Queensland took part in other ritualistic Fascist ceremonies, most prominently 
at Babinda, where on 11 November 1936 the Fascio were presented with their official Gagliardetto 
by Dr Francesco Castellano.  This was a major occasion: all prominent members of the Innisifail 
Fascio, the Armando Diaz Club and the Babinda Fascio attended, along with consular officials Dr 
Chieffi and Silvio Tanfani.  Also in attendance was Babinda Catholic priest Father O’Brien.  In his 
speech Babinda Fascio president Gino Gaspari, it was reported,  
 
expressed his sentiments of gratitude of the Fascists of Babinda for the 
magnificent gift that would be kept sacred and if needed they will defend at the 
cost of their lives.  He was sure that for all the Italians of Babinda the flag of the 
Fascio will be a symbol of faith and of perennial love towards the country.45 
As Emilio Gentile has written, the blessing of the Gagliardetto was initially adopted as a symbolic 
ritual by Fascist squads in Italy after they had ‘liberated’ a town from anti-Fascist control, 
symbolising the redemption of the community.46 In a similar way the Babinda Gagliardetto 
represented the success of the Babinda Fascio in propagating Fascist politics to the Italian 
community of the town.  The Abyssinian conflict played a large part in the speeches of the night, 
the victory of Italy seen as the episode that had demonstrated Italy’s new power to the rest of the 
world.  Castellano proclaimed,  
 
45 Il Giornale Italiano, 11 November 1936. (own translation) 
46 Gentile, "Fascism as Political Religion," 243. 
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the great immortal structural work of this shining Italian spring is coming true in 
Oriental Africa where next to the heroic virtues of our victorious army, there 
shining is the structural works of our people.  The army and the workers have 
realised in the spirit of Fascism and for the will of the Duce the glorious traditions 
of Rome.  While the enemy was routed by the perfect technique of our military 
machine and the overwhelming value of the Black Shirts and our soldiers, there 
they bring civilisation and modern life to the conquered territories….October 28 
of 1922 marks not only the dawn of the new creed, of the new revolution that has 
become necessary in the world through its reforms, but also the magnificent 
imperial dawn that shines on an amazed Europe and the world.47 
Figure 10 The Babinda Fascio display the Gagliardetto (Centre) which was presented to the association by Dr 
Castellano in 1936. (Photo located in Il Giornale Italiano, 11 November 1936) 
 
Overall then, in respect to the role of Fascism in Queensland, it could be argued that the Abyssinian 
conflict had a considerable effect on Italian support for the Fascist party.  The donations given by 
the Italian community to the PNF and the celebrations of Italy’s victory in Abyssinia alongside the 
increasing role of Fascist ritual within the Fasci appears to demonstrate a substantial increase in 
Fascist support across the state.  However, this particular viewpoint is problematic, given the 
isolated nature of these activities.  In the years of official Fascist presence in Queensland Abyssinia 
was unique as the only occasion when a majority of the state’s Italians were prepared to provide 
material assistance to the PNF in Italy.  In truth Abyssinia and the sanctions failed to engender any 
long term support for Fascism amongst Italians in Queensland.  Beyond 1936 the overall 
consequences of the Italian reaction to Abyssinia were negligible in terms of Fascist membership 
and in the long term were arguably detrimental to the PNF’s goals within the state.  How then can 
the Queensland Italian reaction to the Abyssinian invasion be interpreted, given its uniqueness in 
the context of the overall history of Italian Fascism in Queensland?  Can the substantial donations 
to the PNF and quasi-religious Fascist ceremonies that many Queensland Italians involved 
 
47 Il Giornale Italiano, 11 November 1936. (own translation) 
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themselves in be judged as a true reflection of the strength of Fascist political support amongst the 
state’s Italian communities?  What significance can be drawn from the Queensland Italian 
population’s reaction to the events of 1935 and 1936?   
 The first point to note is that the response of Queensland Italian communities to the PNF’s 
propaganda in respect to the Abyssinian conflict and the League of Nation’s sanctions was not 
unique.  Across the world Italian communities applauded Mussolini’s invasion of Abyssinia and 
donated money and gold to fight the sanctions.  In Argentina, Brazil, the United States and Britain 
the conflict marked the high point of Fascist support.48 In the United States the Abyssinian war 
prompted the most substantial mobilisation of Italians behind the Fascist cause, including Italians 
who had previously not been active supporters of the regime.49 Likewise in Britain, Baldoli asserts 
that the Abyssinian conflict ‘fascistised the community and radicalised the Fasci in a way that had 
been suggested by revolutionary Fascists such as Pellizzi and Bastianini.’50 Across Australia the 
largest ever gatherings of Italians in support of the Fascists took place, with 800 Italians 
congregating in Adelaide to celebrate Italy’s victory in Abyssinia, whilst in Sydney a large crowd 
assembled in the Isole Eolie Club to hear Consul General Vita-Finzi proclaim that the sanctions had 
failed to inflict their intended humiliation on Italy and instead the nation had successfully brought 
Roman civilisation into ‘Barbarous Abyssinia.’  His speech concluded with the reading of 
Mussolini’s declaration of victory, which was met with great applause.51 In Italy itself the 
Abyssinian conflict was celebrated enthusiastically, with Mussolini describing the victory as the 
time when ‘the Italian people held firm and did not bow’ to the League of Nations that had 
attempted to stifle Italy’s colonial right.52 According to De Felice the success of 1936 was the 
moment when Fascism reached the high point of its consensus in Italy and the enthusiasm 
 
48 C. Baldoli, "Anglo-Italian Fascist Solidarity? The Shift from Italophilia to Naziphilia in the BUF," in The Culture of 
Fascism: Visions of the Far Right in Britain, eds. J. V. Gottlieb and T. P. Lineham (London: I. B. Tauris, 2004), 158; A. 
Schneider, Futures Lost: Nostalgia and Identity among Italian Immigrants in Argentina (Oxford: Peter Lang, 2000), 86. 
49 Salvemini argues that the Ethiopian war marked a turning point in the history of Italians in the United States as 
between 1935 and 1936 Fascist control asserted itself over the majority of Italians without contest.  See: G. Salvemini, 
Italian Fascist Activities in the United States, ed. P. V. Cannistraro (New York: Center for Migration Studies, 1977), 
197, 215. 
50 Baldoli, Exporting Fascism: Italian Fascists and Britain's Italians in the 1930s, 75. 
51 Italo-Australian article, 9 May 1936, NAA, Sydney, 5 Italian General File.  [Information on Italian Fascist 
Organisations, copy of W H Wilson]; Military Report on Fascist Activities in regard to Italians Overseas, NAA, 
Sydney, SFA12 NSW Security Service File – Fascist activities in regard to Italians overseas.  
52 R. Bosworth, Mussolini's Italy: Life under the Dictatorship, 1915-1945 (New York: Penguin, 2006), 367. 
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demonstrated by Italians in response to their country’s defiance of the League of Nations 
manifested into the most notable expressions of support for the PNF during its time in power.53 
In respect to Queensland’s Italians, the donations and wide spread celebrations that 
accompanied the Abyssinian victory may have given the impression of substantial adherence to the 
Fascist regime, but overall they had a modest effect on the nature of Fascist support in Queensland.  
As asserted previously, general support for Fascism amongst the state’s Italian communities had 
always manifested as type of nationalism, rather than political activity in the form of PNF 
membership.  The approval garnered by the Fascists during the Abyssinian conflict should in turn 
be viewed as an extension of this variety of Fascist adherence, rather than a significant divergence.  
Fascist propaganda that Mussolini was asserting Italy’s power in the world, that the country was 
regaining its dignity and that Italians should be proud of their nationality had a strong resonance 
amongst Queensland’s Italians, accentuated as it was by anti-Italian antagonism amongst the wider 
British Australian population.  The sanctions against Italy imposed by the League of Nations 
mirrored in a wider sense attempts by groups such as the BPL or RSSILA to stifle Italian attempts 
in Queensland to achieve success.  Thus Fascist efforts to paint the League of Nations’ sanctions as 
simply British and French endeavours to block Italian hopes of obtaining its rightful place as a 
colonial power held distinct meaning for Italian communities across Queensland.  The donations 
and support the Fascists gained during this time were therefore of a populist nature, a defence of the 
Italian nation, not the PNF itself nor Fascist ideology, but instead reflected general Italian sentiment 
against feelings of national inferiority commonly reinforced by elements of the Australian public 
and press outlets.  Indeed, the impact of the Abyssinian conflict on political support for Fascism 
amongst Queensland’s Italian population was minimal.  There was no increase in Fascist 
membership across the state, with the low numbers in Innisfail and Brisbane remaining in place.  
Nor did it lead to the establishment of Fasci in any other part of Queensland, despite the large 
commemorations of Italy’s victory that had taken place in Mourilyan and Mossman.   
 Furthermore, looking beyond the celebrating crowds and large donations, it is apparent that 
an undercurrent of unease at the consequences of Italy’s actions existed amongst the state’s Italians.  
The celebrations for Italy’s victory may have been substantial but at the same time Queensland 
Italian applications for naturalisation increased at an abnormal rate.54 It is possible that this surge 
was due to Italians’ desire to avoid the possibility of another round of conscriptions as had taken 
place during World War I and it is evident that whatever support Italians gave to Italy’s defiance of 
the sanctions there was little enthusiasm amongst the state’s Italians to relocate to Abyssinia as 
 
53 R. De Felice, Fascism: An Informal Introduction to its Theory and Practice (New Brunswick: Transaction Books, 
1976), 65; Tannenbaum, The Fascist Experience: Italian Society and Culture 1922-1945, 131. 
54 Herbert River Express, 3 August 1935. 
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either soldiers or settlers.  In fact, there is only one letter on file from an Italian farmer requesting 
the royal consul agent’s permission to migrate from Queensland to Abyssinia.55 There was also 
concern amongst some Italians at the anti-British rhetoric of the Fascist party that had grown as a 
response to Britain’s sanctioning of Italy for its actions in Abyssinia.  Although the form of Italian 
nationalism promoted by the PNF in Australia had previously celebrated the co-operation of Italy 
and Britain during World War I, the patriotic feeling against the sanctions rested on a xenophobic 
opposition against Britain’s actions.56 The Royal Consul Anzilotti, for example, informed the 
Italian population of Australia,  
 
we could have waited for England to take a good attitude towards our just 
aspirations and needs and it is painful, I repeat, that this kindness has weakened 
and with it the tradition of the Italo-English friendship.  With this ascertained, we 
will not bend because we cannot beg for a sympathy which we can do without.57 
The propaganda of the Fascists may have had the effect of uniting the wider Italian population 
behind the PNF, but for the wealthy Italians who made up the majority of Fasci members it was a 
point of some concern.  Italian businessmen, such as Gattino and Battaglia, had built their success 
through economic and social ties to the wider British Australian community.  Their Fascist 
membership had been a means of expanding their community leadership and business opportunities 
and not a rejection of Australia’s form of government or society.  The anti-British feeling of the 
Abyssinian conflict aroused by the PNF had the damaging potential to reconstitute Fascist 
membership as oppositional to British Australia.58 This would have considerable ramifications for 
Italian businessmen in these organisations, as was shown in subsequent events during World War 
II.  Battaglia later spoke of his growing apprehension during the Abyssinian war,  
 
I realised that it [Fascio membership] was detrimental to my profession, I didn’t 
feel easy indeed, because I didn’t like that.  I tried to resign in 1935.  I was a little 
bit nervous, because the feeling against England started to grow.  There was that 
Abyssinian war that made me a little bit uneasy, particularly as it was against 
England, or the feeling was against England.  I did not like it because I had made 
 
55 Sebastiano Messina wrote to the royal consular agency in Cairns on 31 March 1937, ‘I the undersigned Sebastiano 
Messina of El Arish Tully, Queensland, Australia, solemnly declare that I desire to go to Italian East Africa, and more 
particularly to Ethiopia, having at my disposal and taking with me for immediate use the minimum net capital of 400 
sterling.’  See: Sebastiano Messina letter to royal consular agency of Italy, 31 March 1937, NAA, Brisbane, Q11131 
Petralia, Venerando Horace – Queensland Internee, 1934-1957. 
56 Koon, Believe, Obey, Fight: Political Socialization of Youth in Fascist Italy, 1922-194, 234. 
57 Il Giornale Italiano, 28 August 1935. (own translation) 
58 Northern Herald, 12 October 1935. 
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up my mind to make my home here, to bring up my children and educate them 
here.  I did not have anything to lose in Italy.59 
The way in which the Fascists had been able to encourage large numbers of Italians to 
donate to the Italian cause regarding Abyssinia also raised the concern of the Australian security 
services that had previously been more focused on anti-Fascist Italian activities.  Major reports on 
Italian Fascism in Australia compiled after 1936 fixed on the actions of Italians during the 
Abyssinian invasion and the fact that ‘thousands of Italians in Australia, not actively associated 
with the Fascio, have made their contributions to the cause of Italy when called upon to do so.’  
Thus it followed that the potential existed for the Fascists to encourage and co-ordinate other anti-
British activities by Italians living in Australia.60 From 1936 onwards the surveillance and reports 
on Fascist activities increased as the intelligence services focused on the potential danger these 
organisations held for Australian security.61 
In reflection, the Abyssinian conflict was of considerable short term benefit to the Fascists, 
allowing them to claim not only popular support from the majority of Italians in Queensland, but 
also financial contributions to the Fascist cause.  However, in the long term it was problematic, 
drawing the attention of the Australian military services which began to view the Fascist movement 
across Australia as a potential fifth column.  It also had the effect of raising apprehension amongst 
some Italians who were anxious at the growing anti-British rhetoric present in Fascist propaganda.  
The potential dangers of being viewed as anti-Australian and a threat to the country’s security 
because of Fascist membership was to grow from 1936 towards the beginning of Italy’s entry into 
World War II and would be the primary factor in the Fasci’s eventual decline.  Furthermore, while 
opposition to the sanctions may have had considerable support amongst Queensland Italians, 
resonating as it did with their own struggles against anti-Italian forces in the state, the population on 
a whole remained detached from Fascist politics.62 
The result of the Abyssinian conflict on the support for Fascism within Italian communities 
is therefore difficult to quantify, but it appears that the enthusiasm for the PNF due to the invasion 
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dissipated rather quickly and was of little assistance to increasing Fascist political adherence within 
the state.  The Abyssinian conflict undoubtedly inflated the rhetoric associated with the various 
Fascist groups throughout Queensland and the use of Fascist rituals and ceremonies appears to have 
increased as a result of the heightened fanaticism associated with Italy’s victory.  However, the 
Abyssinian issue had no tangible effect on Fascist membership throughout Queensland.  This is not 
to say that Fascism’s impact did not grow at all during the period between 1936 and 1939.  In 
Babinda and Brisbane the Fasci were able to increase their influence within their respective Italian 
communities, but these developments were due to leadership issues and the popularity of cultural 
and social events organised by the Fasci and were not directly related to nationalistic feeling 
aroused by the Abyssinia invasion.  Furthermore, the eventual deterioration of the Fasci throughout 
the state would draw into question the substance of Fascist belief amongst many of Queensland’s 
Fasci members, despite their participation in rituals that purported to demonstrate strong adherence 
to the Fascist cause.  
 In Brisbane the Fascio expanded its activities between 1936 and 1938.  By 1936 Battaglia’s 
apparent lack of interest in expanding Fascio membership was causing unrest amongst other 
members.  Despite the success of the Bishop Island picnic in 1932 and the consul’s letter of the 
same year where he wrote that ‘it is not the Fascists, indeed, who need propaganda,’ as explained in 
the previous chapter, Battaglia had not organised a similar event.  Instead, in the following years’ 
celebrations of the three Italian days of 28 October, 4 and 11 November only the Fascio and other 
official guests, such as the royal consular agent, the vice consul for Italy and commanders of 
visiting Italian ships that happened to be docked in Brisbane at the time, attended.63 This was 
hardly conducive to expanding Fascist membership and support within the Italian community of 
Brisbane.  While fulfilling his official duties such as collecting money for the Italian Red Cross 
appeal during the Abyssinian War in 1935 and sending telegrams to the Italian Secretariat Abroad 
during official Fascist occasions that reiterated the Brisbane Fascio’s support for Mussolini, 
Battaglia’s efforts in expanding the Fascio were minimal.  In 1935 there was an attempt to start a 
school of Italian for children, but it was unsuccessful and the school closed after less than a year.64 
On 6 July 1936 the Italian Consul General Dr Paolo Vita-Finzi paid a visit to Brisbane and held a 
closed meeting with Battaglia and the other members of the local Fascio.  Vita-Finzi strongly 
criticised the Brisbane Fascio’s lack of activity and compared them unfavourably with the work 
 
63 Letter to Italo-Australia from Dr Battaglia re: Brisbane Fascio Celebrations for the 28 October, 9 November 1933; 
Letter to Il Giornale Italiano from Dr Battaglia re: Brisbane Fascio Celebrations for the 28 October, 9 November 1934, 
Q13978 Part 4.  
64 Letter from concerned Brisbane Fascist members to Consul General Vita-Finzi, 18 August 1936, Q13978 Part 4.  
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being done by the Fascio of Sydney.65 Only a month later members of the Fascio moved to have 
Battaglia dismissed.  Writing to Vita-Finzi, eleven members accused Battaglia of being too 
selective in whom he allowed in the Fascio, of being arrogant, of not even attempting to set up a 
Female Fascio or youth organisation, of having lost the support of the entire association and of 
failing to spread Fascist propaganda amongst the Brisbane Italian community.  With Battaglia gone, 
the group informed Vita-Finzi, it would be possible that many more Brisbane Italians would be 
willing to join the Fascio.66 
The infighting and lack of direction within the Brisbane Fascio had serious ramifications for 
the organisation.  In late 1935 for instance, Vita-Finzi was informed by the consular agent for 
Brisbane that fund raising activities required by the consul general would be difficult in this city 
because of ‘the estrangement between Dr Battaglia and his former friends.’67 Membership and 
interest in the Fascio was deteriorating, to the point that in 1936 Vita-Finzi wrote to the Brisbane 
organisation that they could now take on naturalised Italian persons because of the ‘necessity for 
increasing the number of members if the Fascio is not to be reduced to a section.’68 It is clear that 
the push to have Battaglia removed from the Fascio was only in part based on the Fascio members’ 
concerns regarding the success of the organisation.  The main protagonist in the drive for 
Battaglia’s resignation was Dr Angelo Vattuone, a fellow Italian doctor.  The mutual resentment 
between Battaglia and Vattuone centred completely on their competition for patients.  On coming 
to Brisbane Vattuone was barred by Battaglia from any involvement with the Fascio, a factor that 
related to Battaglia’s anger at Vattuone’s relocation to the city as a rival Italian doctor. 69 This 
exclusion was problematic to Vattuone; without membership he would lose an important 
connection with Brisbane’s Italian leadership and, more importantly, his association with consular 
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officials.70 He condemned Battaglia’s leadership of the Fascio to Consul General Vita-Finzi and 
asserted that the reason for its failure was completely Battaglia’s fault, as ‘no one wishes to have 
anything to do with him.’71 It was Vattuone who organised the petition to remove Battaglia from 
his position and Vattuone’s signature was the first on the list.72 More personally, Luciano accused 
Battaglia of inappropriate dealings with the wife of fellow Fascio member Filiberto Quaglia and of 
spreading illicit rumours concerning Luciano’s relationships with various Italian women in 
Brisbane.73 It is clear that there was considerable personal animosity that existed between Battaglia 
and his fellow Fascist members, specifically Luciano and Vattuone, and this was the primary 
reason for their push to have Battaglia removed.  The situation with the Fascio left Battaglia quite 
cynical towards his co-nationals, later blaming the failure of the organisation in Brisbane on the 
fact that ‘it is a characteristic of the Italian immigrants that each time there is any association each 
one would like to be president.  Afterwards they would have a lot of change…they [Italian 
members] did not agree at all and there was pettiness and jealousy.’74 
In January 1937 Vita-Finzi commissioned the Vice-Consul in Townsville Chieffi to hold a 
‘full inquiry regarding the Fascio and the community of Brisbane’ and soon after Battaglia 
resigned.  The constant bickering and complaints about his leadership had become burdensome.  
Battaglia was also considering becoming an Australian citizen, a move that would technically bar 
him from leading the Fascio.75 Battaglia was replaced by the elderly Luigi Cervetto, but his 
uneventful tenure did not last very long.  On 9 January 1938 Cervetto resigned.  At the age of 
eighty-one he was simply unable to continue to serve as head of the Fascio in any substantial 
capacity.  He was replaced by Filiberto Quaglia, an appointment that marked a new era for the 
Brisbane Fascio.  A much more energetic head than Battaglia, Quaglia would reinvigorate the 
Fascio in its last few years of existence.  Quaglia, as with other members of the Fascio, was a 
successful Italian businessman and was manager of the Brisbane branch of the Australia-Italia 
 
70 Vattuone was hoping to be appointed Italian Delegate General of the Italian Red Cross in Australia, a prestigious 
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shipping company.76 He was also an active supporter of the Fascist regime.  During the Abyssinian 
war he donated to the Italian Red Cross and the ‘Gold for the Motherland’ campaign and presented 
a lecture, alongside Vattuone, to the University of Queensland senate where they defended 
Mussolini’s actions.  He wrote to the vice-consul in Townsville of the lecture claiming, ‘the debate 
was open and we had to maintain much discussion until we had the satisfaction of always silencing 
the opposition with arguments in the face of which they knew nothing more to say.’77 On his 
appointment as head of the Fascio Quaglia promised to finally form a Female Fascio and youth 
Fascist association in Brisbane.78 The fact that Italy’s growing antagonistic relationship with 
Britain was precipitating a rise in anti-Italian rhetoric in Australia’s press was viewed by Quaglia as 
a factor that the Fascist party could take advantage of.  As he wrote to the Secretariat of the Fasci 
All’estero in Rome, ‘the time is ripe, on account of the pitilessly anti-Italian propaganda which the 
locals are carrying on, it happens also that the Italians who were tepid become patriotic and those 
who were formerly patriotic attain a rabid form of patriotism and exalt themselves ever more in the 
holy names of Italy and of the Duce.’79 
As previously discussed, the use of cultural events and celebrations to draw Italians to 
Fascism was clearly understood by the Italian government and consular officials in Australia as the 
most productive way to spread propaganda.  The Brisbane Fascio had already demonstrated the 
success such events could have with the organisation of the Bishop Island picnic in 1932 that had 
attracted a large number of Brisbane Italians.  Since that time however, the Fascio had not followed 
up on this initial success and had instead, under Battaglia, become a rather insular association of 
Brisbane’s Italian elite that did little beyond conducting its own exclusive Fascist celebratory 
occasions and regular meetings.  Beginning in 1938, Quaglia sought to change the nature of the 
Brisbane Fascio by organising a series of events that would involve the whole Brisbane Italian 
community in patriotic celebration and thus facilitate support for the Italian Fascist party.    
 The first cultural event organised by the Fascio was the Befana Festival.  In traditional 
Italian culture Befana is a witch who visits children on a broom in early January and distributes 
presents for those children who have been good during the year and coal to those who have not, a 
tradition arguably dating back to Roman times. The festival had been incorporated with Fascist 
symbolism and propaganda since 1933 and had been organised by Fasci in Australian areas, such as 
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Adelaide, from this time.80 This was, however, the first Befana organised in Brisbane.  The festival 
took place on 16 January 1938 at the premises of Quaglia’s business and around thirty-eight 
children and 100 Italian parents attended.  Italian children received sweets and gifts, Italian songs 
were sung and the children participated in Italian verse speaking competitions.  Significantly, as 
this event had been organised by the Fascist association of Brisbane, Fascist political rhetoric 
played a substantial role in what was essentially a children's festival.  The royal vice-consul was 
present and the hall where the event took place was decked in Fascist flags and slogans with the 
words 'King, Duce, Motherland', and 'Believe' and 'Fight.'  At the end of the event speeches were 
made in support of Mussolini.81 It would be unreasonable to assert that all those who attended the 
Befana festival were supporters of Fascism.  The Befana festival had been a core aspect of Italian 
community interaction before its politicisation.  Festivals such as this were an important aspect of 
Italian life in Queensland.  They reinforced conceptions of identity and community by bringing 
Italians of differing social classes together in a space where they were free to engage in traditional 
forms of interaction.82 Given the rejection by the Anglo-Australian community, not attending the 
Befana because of its newly acquired Fascist elements would have meant not only the repudiation 
of an important aspect of Italian identity but also marginalisation from a vital form of social 
interaction.   
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Figure 11 The Befana Fascista Festival in Brisbane.  Dr Chieffi, Archbishop Duhig and Luigi Cervetto are shown at the 
centre behind the children.  The circular sign on the back left reads ‘Al Duce e Patria’ and the rectangular sign beneath 
it ‘Credere.’ The circular sign on the right reads ‘Fascio Degol’ and the sign beneath it ‘Battere.’  (Photo located in Il 
Giornale Italiano, 19 January 1938) 
 
Quaglia was also prominent in the formation of the new Brisbane Dante Alighieri Society.  
This had come about through the work of Dr Vattuone.  The impetus for forming this organisation 
in Brisbane stemmed from Vattuone’s personal animosity towards Battaglia and the fact that 
Vattuone had been unable to join the Fascio.  To counter Battaglia, Vattuone proposed the 
formation of another Brisbane Italian club in a letter to L’Italiano, which he wrote would be 
‘apolitical under every aspect.’83 The Fascist aim to control all Italian associations throughout 
Australia saw the royal consul general immediately contact Vattuone, expressing his misgivings at 
the term, ‘apolitical’ and arguing that ‘an institution should in some way reanimate the national life 
and should in one way or another contain all the initiative that has made the best of all institutions 
the institution that has redeemed Italy.’  He recommended Vattuone form an official Brisbane 
division of the Dante Alighieri that would have consular support.84 Vattuone was receptive to the 
idea; direct association with the consul general through the club would be substantially more 
beneficial to his aims of obtaining work with the Italian consulate.  In a series of letters to Consul 
General Vita-Finzi in 1936 Vattuone claimed that a club that was more social than the current 
Fascio, with ‘parties, simply social gatherings, popular dances and good picnics’ could attract 
 
83 Letter by Dr Vattuone to L’Italiano, 1936 (specific date unknown), Q24430. 
84 Royal Consul General Vita-Finzi letter to Dr Vattuone, 22 July 1936, Q24430 Part 1.  
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between 200 and 400 Brisbane Italians as members and that gradually ‘Italian propaganda and 
Fascism can be exerted.’85 
Regardless of the personal reasons involved, Vattuone’s attempts to form a Brisbane Dante 
Alighieri Society were successful.  On 2 September 1936 the organisation was constituted with 
Archbishop Duhig nominated as the club’s patron, the respected Italian-Australian Sir Raphael 
Cilento as president and Quaglia as vice-president.  There was a strong Fascist presence in the 
organisation, as Quaglia, Vattuone, Cervetto, Luciano and Gattino were all founding members.86 
As an auxiliary organisation of the Fascist party, the Dante Alighieri Society was successful in 
attracting substantial numbers of Brisbane’s Italian community to Italian cultural events.  Its first 
annual ball was held on 15 June 1938, drawing a large number of guests.  The committee of the 
Dante reported that they hoped Italians would continue to patronise such festivals ‘which instil in 
the heart joy and pride in being sons of Rome.’87 
On 2 November 1938 the Fascio met to celebrate the anniversary of the March on Rome.  
They were joined by Archbishop Duhig and Commander Miserocchi from the Italian ship Esquilino 
that was currently docked in Brisbane.  Around 120 Brisbane Italians also attended, watching the 
Fascist propaganda film Schipione l’Africano, the historic battle it depicted of Rome conquering 
Carthage supposedly echoing Mussolini’s own campaign in Abyssinia.88 On the following day the 
Fascio held their own meeting where they reviewed their recent successes in attracting larger 
numbers of Brisbane Italians to events organised by the Fascio and the Dante Alighieri and Quaglia 
set out further activities to be developed in the following year.89 
The first such gathering in 1939 of Brisbane’s Italians at a Fascio organised event took 
place on the 1 February with the blessing of the standard of the Dopolavoro of the M.N. Remo, an 
Italian ship docked in Brisbane.  Along with the Fascio and the crew of the M.N. Remo, 170 Italians 
attended the occasion as Archbishop Duhig ceremonially blessed the standard.  The interest in the 
event may have had more to do with the ship’s orchestra that played an assortment of Italian music 
throughout the day to entertain the Italians who attended.  A social occasion such as this involving 
Italian entertainment and a chance to fraternise with newly arrived Italian sailors would have been 
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enjoyed by many Italians within the Brisbane community.  Despite this purely social aspect, the 
Fascio were able to use the event to promote the Fascist party to the attending crowd.  Speeches 
were made exalting Mussolini and propaganda films shown.90 The day was a success for the 
Brisbane Fascio; a large crowd of Brisbane Italians involved in a cultural celebration of Italian 
patriotism providing a successful atmosphere to the spread of Fascist propaganda amongst the 
community.  
 Quaglia further expanded the Brisbane Fascio’s social events by reorganising the Bishop 
Island trip.  On the 16 April 1939 170 Italians made their way to Bishop Island, their tickets 
proclaiming, ‘and then I feel a fluttering in my heart.  A song which pleases me greatly, 
Tricoloured Flower I was born Italian and am proud of it.’91 On the island the Italians participated 
in a number of games including tug of war competitions and athletic races.  Of note is the fact that 
reports of the occasion do not make any mention of Fascist propaganda.  Instead, Il Giornale 
Italiano reported that such trips and celebrations would provide satisfaction to the Brisbane Italian 
community if they could be continued.92 
Later in that year the biggest occasion for the Italian community in Brisbane and the Fascio 
for several years took place with the visit of the Royal Consul General for Italy Amedeo 
Mammalella accompanied by the Inspector of the Fasci in Australia Felice Rando.  The visit was 
celebrated by a dinner at Alfano’s restaurant followed by a ball.  It was advertised as an occasion to 
hear, ‘many things about Italy, the Government, the situation in general and we ourselves who 
occasionally feel a little lost and a little disbanded.’  The dinner itself was promised to be, ‘in a 
wholly Italian atmosphere because all the participants will be Italian and because the premises will 
be Italian, also will be the savour of the food and the hum of the conversation.’93 
On their arrival Mammalella and Rando spent the early part of the day meeting with the 
Brisbane Fascio and the vice-consul of Townsville.  The dinner that night was an auspicious 
occasion attended by the Fascio as well as others from the higher social positions of the Brisbane 
Italian community, including Battaglia and the head of the Dante Alighieri Society Sir Raphael 
Cilento.  Also present, as he commonly was on such occasions, was Archbishop Duhig.  There 
were a number of speeches praising Mussolini and the Italian government.  Duhig spoke on an Italy 
that ‘guided by the inspiration of her King-Emperor and by the intrepid Duce, has made marvellous 
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advances, acquiring in a short time a foremost place among the nations.’  Mammalella’s speech was 
filled with Fascist rhetoric: ‘the Italian people are themselves also bound to their own land with the 
passion that binds them to the faith of their own forefathers, and they cannot conceive a present and 
future life apart from marching towards the goal designated by the destiny of imperial and Christian 
Rome.’  Italians, he beseeched, ‘must have faith in the destiny of their own Motherland which can 
only attain new and more glorious states in the direction of the goal to which she aspires.’94 
Following the dinner, the consul general attended the ball along with several hundred Brisbane 
Italians.95 The night was a great success, a massive event involving hundreds of Italians in 
Brisbane directly with a celebration of Italian patriotism and the work of the Fascist government. 
 This increase in social events organised by the Fascio in Brisbane was accompanied by 
Quaglia’s attempts to augment the number of Fascist institutions in the city, in line with the 
requirements as set out by the Fasci All’estero in Italy.  An Italian school was founded with a Mrs 
Montecucco as its teacher and Quaglia also established an official Fascist Youth organisation or 
Gioventù Italiana del Littorio All’Estero with Giuseppe Mangione as its president.96 
With its link to the cultural organisation of the Dante Alighieri Society and the formation of 
a youth and female section, the Brisbane Fascio, on paper, had by 1939 achieved the requirements 
of a complete Fascio as set out by the Secretariat of the Fasci All’estero.97 Despite not increasing 
the number of its actual members, the Fascio had begun to incorporate the Brisbane Italian 
community into the Fascist party through the organisation of cultural events much more 
successfully than it had previously attempted.  Quaglia’s time as president was the most successful 
and active for the Brisbane Fascio, but this had little to do with the Abyssinian conflict, rather it 
was the result of Quaglia’s leadership and the ability of the Fascio to provide a popular social 
environment for the city’s Italian population.  The potential for the Brisbane Fascio to draw large 
numbers of the city’s Italians to social occasions organised by the Fascist association had already 
been shown with the success of the Bishop Island trip of 1932.  Under Quaglia the Brisbane Fascio 
incorporated large numbers of Italians into celebrations that provided an opportunity for Italian 
social gatherings that had been previously lacking, but which also emphasised Fascist propaganda 
and rhetoric.   
The growing success of the Brisbane Fascio was mirrored by the Babinda Fascist 
organisation that continued to build its influence within the Italian population of the town.  By late 
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1935 the club had become so popular that the Fascists began plans to build larger premises which 
would house the Italian club, the meeting place of the Babinda Fascio, the ex-soldiers association 
and an Italian library akin to those of Dante Alighieri societies.98 As part of this movement the 
Fascio renamed the Italian Club again in 1936, this time as the Casa D’Italia Dante Alighieri linking 
it to the Italian government supported world wide Casa D’Italia movement.99 The Fascio began 
organising fund raising dances and events for the new Casa D’Italia from late 1936 through to the 
middle of 1937.100 
By this stage the Babinda Fascio had become strong enough that not only was it able to 
draw Italians to popular dances held at the Italian club which it controlled but it was also willing to 
impose its influence on other Italian institutions in Babinda.  In 1936 Gina Omodei and a Mrs 
Bergametti attempted to establish an Italian school in Babinda.  When they requested assistance 
from prominent Italians in the town, such as Antonio Barbi and Gino Gaspari, along with Vice-
Consul Chieffi, they were promised financial and moral support on the condition that, ‘this school 
should be administered by a Women's Fascist Association’ and ‘teach Fascist ideology first and 
culture and art second.’101 Neither Omedei nor Bergametti were Fascists nor did any such women's 
organisation exist in the town so they were advised that they should form such an association 
themselves.  Both women were reticent to associate with Fascism.  However, Omodei wrote in a 
letter during 1936 that, despite being wary of direct affiliation with Fascist politics, the support for 
the school meant they had thirty requests for enrolment and herself and Bergametti were 
considering forming a women's Fascio.102 The establishment of this school never took place as 
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Bergametti ultimately refused to associate the school with Fascist education.103 The failure of the 
planned school to become a reality due to the Babinda Fascists’ pressure demonstrates the power of 
the Edmondo Mazzuoli to exert its directives over other proposed Italian institutions. 
By 1938, then, both the Brisbane and Babinda Fasci appeared to be enjoying considerable 
success.  Through their use of cultural events and popular dances they were able to draw increasing 
numbers of Italians in their respective communities to social occasions that incorporated Fascist 
propaganda within their celebrations of Italian ethnic identity.  In fact both Fasci had been doing so 
well that they had either expanded their organisation or were planning on expanding to cater for 
their growing popularity.  What is particularly important for this study, however, is the fact that 
from this time onwards both Fasci, rather than continue to advance, instead began to decline and, in 
the case of the Babinda Fascio, would have ceased to function even before World War II.  The 
reasons for this weakening of the Fascist movement in Queensland demonstrate the character of 
Fascist support and membership amongst Italians in the state and clearly articulate the overall 
failure of Fascism to create genuine political adherence within the Queensland Italian population.   
The fear that the large population of Italians in North Queensland could be a danger to 
Australia’s defence in the case of war was already being propagated in the Australian press and by 
the RSSILA as early as 1938.104 In May 1939 the Federal government revealed that its officers had 
been investigating the Italian population of North Queensland for several months and had prepared 
a report from their observations.105 From August 1939 the government had already passed 
legislation on the method of identification, arrest and internment of Italians if the necessity arose, 
with all Italian members of the Fascist party to be amongst the first arrested if Italy declared war on 
Britain.106 The growing apprehension towards the Italian population in Queensland, as war between 
Britain and Italy grew increasingly possible, reflected on the Fasci which now became more of a 
focus for anti-Italian press outlets like Smith’s Weekly. The Fasci had a small presence in the 
Australian press during the 1930s and their activities, when reported, were never questioned or 
associated with radical political action.  In 1938, however, the Fasci were characterised by Smith’s 
Weekly as fanatical organisations that were inculcating Italians to support Italy at the expense of 
loyalty to Australia.  The small Brisbane Italian school started by Quaglia that was never well 
supported and was in danger of closing was instead for Smith’s Weekly a prime example of, ‘how 
Australian born children of Italian-Australian parents have Fascist “education” knuckled into their 
small heads in Brisbane so that they are taught to regard themselves, not as future citizens of the 
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land which has given them protection, but as remoter subjects of Mussolini in an outlying district of 
Rome.’107 Moreover, the Befana Fascista celebration of the Brisbane Fascio demonstrated that 
‘Italian-parented children in Brisbane are being pumped full of Fascist Italian propaganda’ that ‘is 
sowing the seeds of serious problems for Australia later on.’  It was an event that, according to 
Smith’s Weekly, every Australian should ponder given the fact it proved young Australians were 
being raised as ‘young citizens of Mussolini.’108 Italians responded to the worrying situation by 
rushing for naturalisation.  In 1939 it was reported that ‘so great has been the rush for naturalisation 
by Germans and Italians resident in Australia that a special staff has been transferred from other 
branches of the Department of the Interior to the naturalisation branch.’109 
For Fascist members who had primarily joined the Fasci to further business possibilities, the 
growing military and press focus and the depiction of the Fasci as radical anti-Australian 
institutions had the potential to isolate them both politically and socially and cause severe detriment 
to their ongoing financial interests.110 Italy’s entry into the war would lead to the direct closure by 
the Australian government of the Innisfail and Brisbane Fasci.  However, the growing belief that 
war between Britain and Italy was inevitable ensured that the organisations were virtually defunct 
by 1940 as Fascio members now disavowed Fascism and in some cases informed on their co-
members in an attempt to avoid possible internment if war became a reality.  The situation in Italy 
played a role, with high unemployment, consumer goods shortages and rising prices in Italy 
contributing to a growing sense of resentment against the PNF, exacerbated by the universal 
unpopularity amongst Italians at the possibility of fighting alongside Nazi Germany.111 The 
problems faced by the Fascists at home affected the functioning of the Fasci All’estero and 
admission to the PNF was closed to Italian residents abroad from October 1938.112 Despite the 
royal consul general’s belief expressed to Rome that an increase in consular representation in 
Queensland could resuscitate the popularity of Fascism in the state, overall, what can be sensed in 
1938 is a general apprehension amongst Italians in Italy as well as Queensland concerning Italy’s 
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future course and the possibility that the Fascists may soon be the enemy of Britain and its allies.113 
International factors, though vital, were not the sole contributors to Fascism’s demise.  During the 
entire period of their existence the Fascist organisations across Queensland had been hampered by a 
number of issues involving personal rivalries within the associations, difficulties generated by 
disagreements between Italians in the wider community that affected the members of the Fasci and 
a reticence amongst the general Italian population of the state to involve themselves in the politics 
of Fascism.  In the late 1930s these difficulties were, however, accentuated considerably by the 
international status of Italy’s increasingly aggressive stance towards Britain and its allies. 
In Cairns infighting amongst members concerned at the direction of the club and a lack of 
patronage from the wider Italian population had seen the Armando Diaz Club practically closed by 
the end of 1937 despite its successful beginnings.  The patriotic feeling generated by the Armando 
Diaz cruiser arrival in Cairns and the Abyssinian conflict had aided the club substantially in its first 
years.  Purporting to be a completely apolitical organisation, the Armando Diaz held dance evenings 
every fortnight.  The club also looked to advance Australian Italian relations in Cairns, appointing 
the Mayor of Cairns as its patron and had several British Australian members when it was first 
initiated.114 As previously expressed, its initial dances and celebrations were well patronised and 
the club was able to gain the support of the Cairns Italian community in a way that the defunct 
Cairns Fascio had been unable to achieve.   
Despite Capra’s later claims that he was never a supporter of Fascism, it is clear that the 
Armando Diaz Club from its onset incorporated Fascist propaganda within its social and cultural 
celebrations.115 At the Gagliardetto ceremony for the Babinda Fascio Capra had spoken on behalf 
of the Armando Diaz Club, ‘I offer you Black Shirts of the Fascio Edmondo Mazzuoli of Babinda, 
the good wishes of all members of the Armando Diaz Club.  You, oh Fascists, are proud to belong 
to the Fascio and proud of the symbol which has been presented to you today.  A symbol of 
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patriotic faith, of union and strength of the New Italy, of the Italy of Mussolini.’116 With prominent 
Fascists Dr Castellano, Dr Vattuone, Pasquale Notarianni and Carlo Trucano also founding 
members of the Armando Diaz Club it is evident that Fascist support, albeit in the form of patriotic 
celebration of Italy and its achievements under Mussolini, played some part in the club’s events.117 
Vattuone himself, in a letter to Consul General Vita-Finzi, described the Armando Diaz as a model 
for the proposed Dante Alighieri Society in Brisbane,  
 
in Brisbane it is possible to establish a club with more than two hundred members 
with which gradually Italian propaganda and even Fascism can be exerted, 
because at the formation the members will see the non-political character.  In this 
way the Club Armando Diaz in Cairns of almost two hundred members (very few 
Fascists) succeeded in electing by vote an excellent Fascist, Mr C.N.E. Capra as 
president.118 
This may have been true to some extent, but as the euphoria of the Armando Diaz cruiser 
visit and Abyssinian invasion dissipated the role of politics within the organisation and the issue of 
Fascism began to cause growing unrest amongst both the club’s members and the wider Italian 
population in the area.  Records show that in early January 1936 several pictures of Mussolini were 
purchased by the club and it was reported that Capra suggested they be hung in the club’s rooms.  
His proposal was opposed by other members, including known Fascist supporters, who thought it 
unwise to advertise such clear political support for Fascism.119 There was growing dissension 
within the Cairns Italian community over the role of Trucano and Capra and the increase of Fascist 
rhetoric in the activities of the Armando Diaz Club.  Subsequently the popularity of the club’s 
dances and celebrations began to fade.  By 1937 the club was forced to relocate to a smaller 
premise because of financial difficulties.120 Accentuating its problems was the fact that it rented 
part of its new location to the offices of the Italian Consular Agent Silvio Tanfani as a means of 
saving the club a considerable amount in rent.  This might have been helpful financially but it 
enhanced the perception that Fascist authorities and supporters were increasingly running the 
Armando Diaz institution and many Italians who had previously patronised the organisation as a 
 
116 Il Giornale Italiano, 11 November 1936. (own translation) 
117 Registration of Armando Diaz Club by Pasquale Notarianni, 28 June 1935, NAA, Brisbane, Q13450 Part 1 Meoli, 
Luigi Carlo – Queensland Internee, 1940-1944. 
118 Dr Angelo Vattuone letter to Consul General Vita-Finzi, 28 July 1936, Q24027. 
119 Northern Command Report re: Armando Diaz club Cairns, 29 July 1940, Q24027; Armando Diaz bank pass book, 
NAA, Brisbane, Q29188 Pagano, Salvatore – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1940-1941. 
120 Il Giornale Italiano, 12 May 1937, 30 June 1937. (own translation) 
192
social club began to withdraw their support.121 By 1938 the Armando Diaz was no longer viable.  
A last attempt to save the institution was made by Vice-Consul Chieffi, but few Italians attended 
the organised meetings and the decision was made to close the club down.122 
The fate of the Armando Diaz Club demonstrates the difficulties faced by Fascist supporters 
in Queensland.  Although the arrival of the Armando Diaz cruiser and Italy’s defiance of the 
sanctions had aroused patriotic support for the Italian government amongst Cairns’ Italian 
population it was not converted into real political adherence towards Fascism.  Support for Fascism 
amongst the Cairns Italian community was obviously low as the Cairns Fascio had failed due to 
lack of patronage and was the first of the Queensland Fasci to cease activities as early as 1934.  The 
Armando Diaz, building on the nationalistic fervour created by the arrival of the cruiser and the 
events of 1935 and 1936 had some success with the organisation of social dances and celebrations, 
but as it became more closely aligned with Fascist politics the attendance at its functions and its 
popularity amongst the town’s Italians evaporated.  It is arguable that the reticence of Cairns 
Italians to involve themselves in a Fascist aligned Armando Diaz was accentuated by growing 
apprehension at Italy’s increasing aggression towards Britain in the late 1930s.  The events 
generated by the cruiser’s arrival and the donations to the nation given during the campaign against 
the sanctions were clearly driven by patriotic feeling towards Italy, not any sense of ideological or 
political sentiment to the PNF, and the Fascists were never able to successfully institute a Fascist 
organisation in Cairns.     
In Brisbane the Fascio suffered a similar fate to that of the Armando Diaz as its ability to 
attract Brisbane Italians to its functions decreased in the late 1930s.  In their case it was a 
combination of Italy’s international manoeuvres and the departure of Quaglia as president of the 
Fascio.  In June 1939 Quaglia left Australia to visit Italy leaving Gattino and Annuziato Donato in 
charge of the association.123 
For the Brisbane Fascio the problematic international situation was accentuated by 
Quaglia’s absence.  Before Abyssinia, Mussolini and the Italian Fascist government had enjoyed a 
somewhat positive status.  From 1936 onwards however, this began to change as Australians 
became more and more concerned with Italy’s increasingly belligerent foreign policy.  Italy’s 
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invasion of Abyssinia, its intervention on the side of Franco in the Spanish Civil War, its growing 
relationship with an ever more aggressive Nazi German and escalating anti-British rhetoric worked 
together to create mounting apprehension towards Mussolini and the Fascist government amongst 
the Australian public.124 As the likelihood of war between Britain and Italy grew Italians in 
Brisbane began to dissociate themselves from the Fascio.  Within the organisation itself there was 
growing anxiety and apprehension about the future and the consequences membership of the Fascio 
may bring.  In a series of letters written by Dr Vattuone to Quaglia during his time in Italy Vattuone 
clearly set out an extremely negative picture of the Brisbane Fascio and the situation amongst the 
Brisbane Italian community.  Tension was growing and Vattone wrote, ‘one cannot have a 
discussion either in fun or seriously with anyone!’  The Italians of Brisbane were,  
 
vegetating, and it seems that the school is getting more anaemic and rackety.  I 
don’t know whether you will still find it alive on your return and I don’t give a 
damn because it is not worth wasting time and getting annoyed.  For the rest it is 
better for you if it closes, but the teacher Monetecucco will find it hard and we 
shall see what she will do.125 
In August he wrote to Quaglia that the members of the Fascio were becoming increasingly anxious 
about their association with Fascism as war between Britain and Italy grew closer, ‘Luciano, who 
was always an optimist has become worse than me, now he is probably sick and is doing things in 
his pants, so much so that he wanted to burn all the Fascio papers!’  The Fascio was ‘as good as 
ruined and Luciano does not want to hold any more meetings and wants no confidences nor do the 
others.’  The fact that they were under surveillance from Australian force was well known,  
 
I, Luciano and Gattino are the first spied upon therefore as chiefs and suspected 
types!  Fool’s stuff!  I don’t give a damn, but Luciano is indeed bad as also the 
others, so much so that they don’t want to sign the letters of the Fascio any more 
and they wish to suspend the activities…Mangione has disappeared, full of fear, 
and has put in his resignation from the Fascio.126 
Suspicions were rising between members, with Vattuone mentioning accusations made by 
Luciano that others within the organisation were spying for the Commonwealth Investigation 
Branch.127 The irony was that Luciano was the spy within the Fascio.  Luciano, as Vattuone had 
written, was the most concerned at the political situation in 1939 and clearly feared that his 
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livelihood in Australia could be taken away because of his association with Fascism.  He had 
primarily joined the organisation for business related reasons and his membership had now become 
detrimental to his aims in this regard.  As a means of distancing himself from the Fascist regime 
and courting favour with Australian authorities, Luciano offered his services as a spy to the 
Australian security services in 1939 in an attempt to gain trust with the Australian government and 
protect his interests if war between Italy and Australia became a reality.128 
The fragmentation within the Brisbane Fascio escalated when after a brief return Quaglia 
transferred to Sydney to take up the position of Administrative Secretary and Director of the 
Dopolavoro.129 This move was met with some concern by the Secretariat of the Fasci All’estero.
Quaglia had been an active leader of the Brisbane Fascio, his departure to Italy during 1939 having 
accentuated growing divisions within the organisation as concern with the future of Italian-
Australian relations grew.  Now in 1940, with war a distinct possibility, his move to Sydney, it was 
felt in Rome, would have, ‘disastrous effects on the life of the Brisbane Fascio.’130 Quaglia first 
attempted to have Giovanni Catalano take command of the Fascio but when he refused Quaglia 
turned to Vattuone who accepted the position on 24 February 1940.   
 Vattuone’s first action as head of the Brisbane Fascio was to begin planning for the 
commemoration celebrations of the twenty-first anniversary of the foundation of the Fasci Italiani 
di combattimento. Unlike Luciano, Vattuone had been somewhat emboldened by the worrying 
political situation between Britain and Italy.  In 1939 he had written to a friend in Italy boasting 
that, ‘give me timely warning of when the war is to start so that I may know what to do here – 
maybe I shall be in time to come to Italy where I might get a spy’s job and so get the chance to 
knock out Mr Eden’131 The chance of internment and war, Vattuone claimed, were of little 
concern.  Writing to the head of the Sydney Fascio in the same year, he asserted,  
 
our concentration camp, in case of war, will be our chance of having a rest and of 
becoming bolder than ever!! Meanwhile we work too hard and need a little rest.  
We shall have choirs and songs which will confound the sentinels to whom we 
shall give beer after which we shall be masters of Australia.  Do not bother about 
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the war, because if by chance it comes it will be very short and we shall be 
masters of the star of the south.132 
This boldness in the face of diversity was not well supported within his organisation and 
was greeted with some concern by Luciano.  Infighting between members of the Fascio was 
increasing and Vattuone noted in a letter to Quaglia in March 1940 that ‘now on the twenty-third 
the commemoration of the foundation of the Fasci should be held.  Luciano says not do anything 
but Gattino, Donato and Co say to hold it after Easter, perhaps the evening of the twenty-sixth 
because before then they have things to do.  What do you say?’133 Eventually Vattuone had to be 
content with a telegram to the Secretariat of the Fasci All’estero:
On the twenty first anniversary of the foundation of the Fasci, the Fascista of 
Brisbane all united faithful and confident affirm their staunch faith in the certain 
and brilliant destiny of Fascism and of the Italy of Mussolini notwithstanding the 
fury of events and send to the supreme hierarchy of the Italian Fasci Abroad their 
devoted Fascist greeting.  Through difficulty to the stars!134 
This was the last prominent action of the Brisbane Fascio.  With the declaration of war by Italy on 
Britain on 10 June 1940 Australia was also at war with Italy.  All Italian associations and clubs 
were shut down and Vattuone had the distinction of being the first Queensland Italian interned on 
11 June.135 
The personal infighting accentuated by Italy’s growing aggression abroad and attempts by 
Fascist members to distance themselves from the Fasci also affected the Innisfail Fascio.  The 
Innisfail Fascio was in existence up till 1940 but in its last few years consisted only of a small 
number of fanatical Fascist supporters.  On 22 June 1938 the Fascio commemorated the victory in 
Abyssinia with president Signorini opening the celebration with the words, ‘in the second 
anniversary of the foundation of the empire, I believe it to be opportune to assemble you in order 
that we also in this faraway continent can demonstrate our gratitude, our boldest pride as Italians to 
the powerful Duce of the new Italy.’136 Despite the increasing likelihood of war between Italy and 
Britain, Signorini, in a similar manner as Vattuone, claimed to be emboldened by the possibility.  In 
a letter to the president of the Sydney Fascio in 1939 he declared to be awaiting, ‘these hours of 
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tense expectation, observing with certainty and loyalty, the assured destiny of our most beloved 
Fatherland…whatever may happen, you will find in the Innisfail Fascists, close and well disciplined 
ranks, and whatever your order to us is, the reply will be “Ready”.’137 The Fascio later discussed 
future plans for the organisation and proposed opening an Italian language school in Innisfail.138 
The project had little chance of success.  From 1938 to 1940 most Italians in Innisfail wanted to 
distance themselves from the organisation and the Fascio were unable to generate any support 
amongst the wider Italian community for Fascist commemorations and celebrations.139 The 
association was also hampered by infighting between Gaetano Randazzo and Francesco Rigano 
over the treasury of the Fascio.140 Signorini was interned on the 15 June 1940 and was followed by 
fellow Fasci members Rigano, Randazzo and Signorini’s brother Ernio soon after.  Randazzo who 
had stayed a Fascio member up till the onset of Italy’s entry into the war, wrote angrily from the 
camp of those Italians in Innisfail who had once proclaimed their Fascist support but now detached 
themselves from any involvement with the Fascists in Queensland, ‘Vincenzo Anello and 
Molachino, false hypocrites and others of the same class must look out for themselves.  The 
cowards are afraid of being interned and fawn and do everything to make themselves noticed.  They 
are worms who deserve the end they will get.’141 
Italy’s entry into the war against Britain and its allies was undoubtedly the primary factor in 
the final liquidation of the Fasci in Queensland, but as can be seen in Brisbane, Innisfail and Cairns 
the reaction to the international activities of the Fascist government was in turn shaped by the 
context of Italian emigrant life in their particular communities, as well as the actual individuals who 
were involved with Fascist organisations.  The departure of Quaglia from Brisbane, the fact that 
Cairns Italians had never demonstrated support for overt Fascist association and the infighting 
within the Innisfail Fascio were all factors that contributed to the closure of the Fasci in 
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Queensland.  The growing antagonism between Italy and Britain accentuated these local dynamics 
and magnified their consequences in a manner that at other stages would not have previously been 
the case.  Importantly, in analysing the overall impact of Fascism in Queensland it is evident from 
the Babinda Fascio that local aspects could at times be more critical elements to the Fascio than 
international issues.  
The Fasci in Brisbane and Innisfail for example, functioned somewhat sporadically up till 
Italy’s entry into the war.  In contrast, the Edmondo Mazzuoli had disappeared several years before 
June 1940.  The problems arose not from any international political event but from a split within the 
Fascio concerning the election of Italian representatives onto the Babinda Mill.  In December 1936 
Italian V. Prandolini was voted as the first Italian director of the Babinda Mill, a position achieved 
through a political campaign that aimed to unite the Italian vote.142 This success was not to last, in 
the following year’s election Italian farmer Mario Demertini, with support from a number of 
Italians, decided to run against Prandolini.  The move created significant ill feeling within the 
Fascio, whilst some Italians within the association supported Demertini, others supported Prandolini 
and were angered at the move that would split the Italian vote.143 The disagreements concerning the 
vote impacted on the Babinda Fascio, involving as it did a large number of the Fascio’s members 
who now found themselves in opposing camps.  Members backing either Demertini or Prandolini 
refused to meet and the Fascio effectively dissolved.144 On 15 November 1937 the Fascio’s 
monthly meeting was declared not valid due to insufficient attendance and rescheduled to 18 
December where even fewer people presented themselves.145 Another attempt was made on the 8 
January 1938.  The results of this are unknown, but there are no reports of the Babinda Fascio in Il 
Giornale Italiano from late 1937 onwards except for its appeal to the Babinda Fascio printed 23 
February 1938 in which it argued, ‘the exact moral duty is to the compatriots of Babinda to banish 
personalities, forgetting little grudges, being silent about distrust, forgetting the past and to come 
promptly to a patriotic agreement when the cane discords is silenced, bringing back that united 
Italian front gives us all a splendid victory.’146 The call was ignored.  Records show that the Italian 
Club continued up to Italy’s entry into the war but was no longer managed by the Fascio but instead 
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by Carolina Garrone from June 1938.147 Although the balls and fund raising nights for the Babinda 
ambulance and Catholic Church at the Italian club continued to be popular, the previously well 
patronised March on Rome and Birth of Rome commemorations disappeared.148 The name of the 
organisation reverted back to the Dante Alighieri Italian Club and the plans for a new Casa D’Italia 
in Babinda were never finalised.     
The ex-soldiers association continued for a short while longer but was affected by the 
conflict within the Fascio as well as the growing tension within the Italian community as the 
possibility of Italy going to war with Great Britain increased.  Former members of the Fascio and 
the ex-soldiers association attempted to distance themselves from the organisations.  When the 
association of ex-soldiers made plans to march in the Anzac Day parades of 1939 former Fascio 
member Quirico Serra argued against their involvement and tore down signs posted in Italian 
throughout Babinda that advertised the ex-soldiers association’s proposal.149 The ex-soldiers were 
unable to attract the numbers they had previously to their commemorative events but did operate in 
a reduced manner until Italy’s entry into the war when their organisation was shut down and many 
members interned.     
 In analysing the demise of the Babinda Fascio the contradictions apparent in regards to 
Fascism and the Italian population of Queensland are clearly demonstrated.  This was the most 
successful, well supported and influential Fascio in the state, with designs on expanding its 
organisation considerably to accommodate its growing patronage, yet within a few months in 1937 
the Babinda Fascio had ceased to exist.  What can be understood from this incongruity, or the fact 
that hundreds of Italians across Queensland greeted with patriotic fervour the coming of the 
Armando Diaz cruiser and donated gold to fight against the sanctions imposed against Italy during 
the Abyssinian conflict but in 1940 on a whole pledged their loyalty to Australia and distanced 
themselves from the PNF regime?  How can the Fascist ceremonies and rituals engaged in by the 
Fasci and their rhetoric proclaiming everlasting faith in the Fascist movement be reconciled with 
the infighting, the attempts to withdraw Fascist membership and the collusion of some Italian 
Fascist members with Australian military authorities that permeated the last years of the Fasci’s 
existence? 
 
147 Il Giornale Italiano, 28 June 1938. (own translation) 
148 Il Giornale Italiano, 5 April 1939, 7 June 1939, 9 August 1939, 13 September 1939, 10 November 1939, 10 January 
1940, 13 March 1940, 20 March 1940, 3 April 1940, 21 June 1940. (own translation)  
149 Vice-Consul Chieffi wrote to Quirico Serra, ‘I cannot refrain from informing you that your conduct has been as 
reprehensible as ever, insofar as you have interfered in what absolutely does not concern you.’  See: Vice-Consul 
Chieffi letter to Quirico Serra, 27 April 1939, Q23549. 
199
In regards to the Fasci, the symbolic rituals, Black Shirts, crys of ‘Alalá’, solemn speeches 
proclaiming the greatness of Mussolini and adherence to the Fascist cause were not completely 
hypocritical or false and did represent a certain belief in the actions of the Fascist government in 
Italy.150 It is apparent, however, that Gentile’s argument, as set out in the introduction, does not 
correspond to the reality of these Fascist activities.151 Such examples as the quick deterioration of 
the Babinda Fascio casts particular doubt on the substance of the Fascist ceremonies witnessed 
throughout Queensland.  The majority of Fasci members were of the high socio-economic class of 
Queensland’s Italians and used the Fasci as a means of networking with fellow Queensland Italians 
and Italian consular authorities as a means of expanding their business prospects.  The problem 
with this situation, in regards to the Fasci All’estero, was the fact that these prominent Italians had 
built their financial success through their interaction with the wider British Australian population 
and their primary concern was their business interests, not their questionable allegiance to Fascism.  
In the Babinda example, disagreements between Italian farmers over Italian positions on the 
Babinda cane mill were clearly more important than the continuing viability of the Fascio, despite 
Il Giornale Italiano’s unheeded appeal to the Babinda Fascio in the ‘name of Italianitá.’152 The 
Fasci in Brisbane and Innisfail were clearly affected by the growing possibility in the late 1930s 
that Italy and Britain would soon be at war.  As Fascist membership came to be seen by Australian 
authorities as a mark of anti-Australian ideology the prominenti immediately looked to distance 
themselves from the PNF.153 
For the wider Italian population, it is apparent that while generally supportive of Mussolini 
and at times mobilised by distinctive political events, overall the politics of Fascism never gained 
the type of influence sought by the PNF.  Fascist rituals featuring Black Shirts and Roman salutes 
were for most Italians an unnecessary and irrelevant distraction, a notion not helped by the general 
feeling that the Fasci were the domain of wealthy Queensland Italians.  Notwithstanding the small 
minority of Italians who joined the Fasci in Queensland, Mussolini was generally popular because 
of his assertions of Italian worth, the concept that Italy had regained its national pride under 
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Fascism and the belief that Italians should be proud of their identity.  Within the context of the anti-
Italian antagonism of the Australian press and the RSSILA and anti-Italian political movements 
driven by the BPL and AWU, Mussolini’s affirmations of Italian value constituted by its history 
and current situation were appreciated by a large number of Queensland’s Italians.  Events that 
provided a concrete expression of this power, be it the arrival of a new and commanding Italian 
warship or defiance of the world’s sanctions, were thus well supported and prompted the most clear 
expressions of Queensland Italian Fascism that manifested as a form of patriotism rather than any 
ideological belief.  The most critical element in Fascism’s demise though was the fact that this 
nationalism sought to give Italian ethnicity value in Australia, Fascist rhetoric playing directly on 
the concept that Italians were worthy of gratitude for the blood they had spilt in World War I 
fighting alongside Australia and Britain.  Support for Fascism was not directly oppositional to 
Australia or its form of government, but a means of confirming Italian importance to the success of 
their new country.  When forced to choose then between Italy and Australia, for most Italians there 
was no choice, their lives had been built on their work in Australia, they had settled their families 
here and their future hinged on Australia’s continuing viability. 
 In conclusion, events between 1937 and 1940 clearly demonstrated that Fascist claims 
declaring Queensland Italians were loyal to Fascism and that Fasci membership and its rituals 
asserted strict adherence to the Duce were somewhat hollow.  Fasci members were, on a whole, not 
prepared to defend Fascism at the cost of their financial interests in Australia.  Furthermore, for the 
majority of Italians in Queensland Fascism was a form of patriotism that asserted their worth in 
Australia; it had little value to them if it opposed the Australian government and had detrimental 
consequences for their lives in this country.  The problem was, however, that the rhetoric of Fascist 
propaganda and the actions of the Italian population during the Abyssinian invasion had created a 
fear within Australian military and governmental circles of a unified Italian community willing to 
carry out the orders of the PNF.  As Rainer Baubock argues, claims of nation states to be able to 
mobilise their emigrant populations abroad in defence of the motherland are more often than not, 
‘empty nationalist rhetoric,’ but the problem lies in the fuel they provide ‘for nativist propaganda in 
the receiving state that portrays immigrant communities as a fifth column manipulated from 
abroad.’154 Such consequences brought about by the actions of the PNF were to have a devastating 
effect on the Italian communities of Queensland during the Second World War. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
World War II, internment and the end of the Italian Fascist presence in 
Queensland, 1940-1945. 
 
The Italians are definitely not with us in the fight for freedom.  The enemy alien infiltration is definitely a 
menace to our country…With a Japanese invasion of Australia imminent…we would definitely be stabbed in 
the back by an avalanche of fifth columnists.1
*** 
Some days I get nervous when I think of the injustice of interning my son and myself, all the good deeds of my 
life, all the sacrifices, all my hard work, all my honesty, and my four years of war having left Australia as a 
volunteer.  All that good I did for dear Australia, but so far it has been worth nothing, why so much injustice?2
*** 
Life is but a comedy – everything passes, bad days also.3
This chapter will examine the impact of World War II on the Italian communities in 
Queensland and the role Fascism played in respect to these developments.  As seen previously, the 
onset of the war had accentuated tension and infighting within the various Fascist associations 
throughout the state and led either to their closure or a severe reduction in their activities.  Large 
numbers of Italians in Queensland had sought naturalisation and dissociated themselves from 
involvement with Fascism as the possibility of war between Italy and Australia increased.  Such 
developments demonstrated the inability of the PNF through the activities of the Fasci All’estero to 
institute substantial political adherence for Fascism amongst the Queensland Italian population.  
With the onset of World War II the Queensland Fasci were closed along with Italian newspapers 
and other clubs and associations and the Italian consular officials departed from the country.  This 
did not mean, though, that with the end of the official presence of the PNF in Queensland Fascism 
ceased to play any role in regards to the state’s Italians.  Instead, during World War II the activities 
of the Fascists during the preceding fourteen years were to have a major impact on Queensland’s 
Italians which would be felt well beyond 1945. 
The focus here, then, is on the impact Italy’s declaration of war on Australia and the 
subsequent internment of Australia’s Italians had on the Queensland Italian population, the role 
Fascism played within these developments and the way in which the overall view of Fascism and 
the PNF changed amongst the state’s Italians as the war progressed.  How did those within the 
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official Fasci react to Italy’s declaration of war on Australia and the subsequent internment of 
Australia’s Italians and did this differ from the wider Queensland Italian population?  Did the war 
automatically ensure the complete loss of Fascist support within the state?  How did the internment 
impact on the state’s Italian communities and the relationships existing between differing socio-
economic and political groups within these populations?  How did the understanding of Fascism 
change over the course of events from 1940 to 1945 and what lasting impact did this have on the 
political culture of Queensland’s Italians?  By examining these questions it is possible to enhance 
the understanding of Fascism’s impact, how the war transformed the role and understanding of 
Fascism within the state’s Italian population and the manner in which Fascism influenced Italian 
life in Queensland beyond 1945.  
As set out previously, the Australian government had begun closely monitoring the activities 
of the PNF in Australia from 1936 onwards.  The support shown for the Fascist government by 
Australia’s Italians during the Italo-Abyssinia war generated significant concern amongst Australian 
authorities at the potential of the PNF to supposedly control the allegiances of a substantial number 
of Italians then resident in Australia.  Surveillance of Fascist activities increased, security agents 
were planted in Italian communities and Fascist political meetings screened by secret investigators.  
Comprehensive reports on Fascism in Australia were compiled that listed all known Fascist 
associations and important individuals linked to the PNF throughout the country.4 The rhetoric of 
Fascist officials in Australia was taken at face value, with particular concern shown to statements by 
Consul General Mammalella, such as ‘Italians have never lost faith in their country, today every 
memorable date is like a clarion call summoning all Italians to gather round the Duce in service to 
their country.’5 Such claims may have been boastful grandstanding with little basis, but for the 
general population of Italians they had a detrimental effect.  Australian military authorities listed 
Mammalella’s statement as evidence showing that many Italians in Australia did not have loyalty to 
their country of residence but ‘allegiance to Imperial Italy.’6
Security surveillance on the Italian population grew as the possibility of war between Italy 
and Great Britain and its allies increased.  By March 1939 the Commonwealth Investigation Bureau 
(CIB) had compiled a register of foreign nationals living in Australia in order to identify potential 
security risks.7 In May all foreign nationals living in Australia had to report to the local police 
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station to register their details.8 On 15 April the Queensland Commissioner of Police wrote to all 
Queensland police stations stating that, ‘secret information has been received that the relations with 
Italy are possibly seriously deteriorating and all arrangements to treat Italians as aliens should be 
completed without delay.’  ‘Extra vigilance against extension of sabotage’ was required and a list of 
names ‘of Italians in your district for whom warrants will be issued for internment in case of 
hostilities with Italy’ was attached to the memorandum.  The police stations were asked to add to 
this list by preparing ‘reports in connection with Italians who, it is considered, should be interned, 
giving reasons for internment and stating whether Italian is naturalised or unnaturalised.’9
The numerous reports received from Queensland police stations in reply are enlightening in 
demonstrating the various stereotypes and prejudices that existed amongst Queensland authorities at 
the time regarding the state’s Italian population.  Prominent Fascists such as Salvatore Pagano were 
unsurprisingly listed due to their membership of the Fascist party, however, others were 
recommended for simply listening to the Italian news on the radio, for running a shop where Italians 
would meet to socialise or for being a recent arrival from Italy.10 For some Italians no reason was 
provided at all, with the Thangool police station reporting that one Virgilio Di Carmen was an 
‘Italian of good character,’ had been resident in Australia for over ten years and had commonly 
voiced his opposition to Mussolini and desire to stay in Queensland.  Despite this he was 
recommended for internment because it was the opinion of the police officer that ‘he would side 
with his own native land in the event of war with Britain,’ although all evidence suggested 
otherwise.11 The Queensland stereotype that regarded northern Italians as a better type than their 
southern counterparts was a prominent feature, with Sicilians over represented in the police reports.  
The Dalreen station report listed northern Italian individuals in the area as ‘a good type of northern 
Italian’ and did not recommend any for internment, whilst Salvatore Testa was suggested as he was 
‘a Sicilian…has a motorcar and spends a good deal of time driving about and is a dangerous and 
reckless type of driver.  Bad character and very boastful disposition.’12 In Silkwood all Italians put 
forward for internment were Sicilians, who were reported to be in the Black Hand Gang, whilst in 
Mourilyan Lucio Petralia was listed as ‘a Sicilian’ who was in direct contact with ‘the low type of 
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12 Dalreen police station report on Italians, 10 June 1939, Q30582 Part 1.  
204
Sicilians’ in the district.  It was also reported from Mourilyan that internment candidate Giuseppe 
Cali was a Sicilian and part of a conspiracy to make Sicilians the ‘owners of all business and public 
services in the area.’13 One of the most damning statements against Sicilians came from Mackay 
where security agents reported that Orazio Corsaro should be interned as he and his brothers were 
‘of the gutter type; true Sicilians in every way.’14 
As expressed previously, the worsening situation between Italy and Australia emboldened 
some Fascists such as Vattuone and Signorini, but for the majority of Fasci members the possibility 
of war was a significant concern.  Luciano, as noted earlier, attempted to avoid internment by 
informing on the Brisbane Fascio of which he was a member.  Others, such as Brisbane Fascist 
Youth president Giuseppe Mangione attempted to withdraw their membership.  The introduction of 
alien registration and the increased scrutiny of the Fascio by Australian security forces had troubled 
Mangione and in July 1939 he wrote to Quaglia,  
 
compulsory registration did not exist here before and citizens enjoyed more 
freedom, but now the new law is making it compulsory for all to register and will 
automatically make us liable to be called up.  Therefore I do not believe that I can 
any longer take part in Italian movements…Other laws may be detrimental to 
naturalised subjects as for instance one may be accused of being a Fascist instead 
of a democrat.  Therefore I think the best solution is for you to leave me out of the 
Fascio.15 
Some Fascist members were more resigned to their fate, accepting there was little they 
could now do to avoid the consequences of their involvement with the PNF.  Prominent North 
Queensland Fascist Dr Francesco Castellano wrote to Il Giornale Italiano editor Franco Battistessa 
on 19 April 1939, ‘what do you think of the war?  Let us hope for the best, otherwise we shall meet 
in a concentration camp,’ while Brisbane Fascio member Giovanni Catalano articulated to his 
brother in Italy that ‘should Italy intervene in the war against England, our situation will be 
complicated all the more, as I am an upholder of the local Fascio. I am prepared to meet the 
future.’16 
The CIB plan for the possible internment of Italians was put into action when on 10 June 
1940 Italy declared war on Britain and its allies.  Strict regulations were imposed on the Italian 
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population across Australia, with Italians, now classed as enemy aliens, barred from leasing or 
buying land, obtaining loans and possessing torches, radios, cameras, trucks and tractors.  Travel 
restrictions were also put in place.17 In New South Wales Premier Alex Mair advocated the 
internment of all Italians, arguing paradoxically that the fact there was little evidence of any 
subversive anti-Australian activities conducted by Italians was cause in itself for concern.  He 
claimed instead that ‘the true components of a fifth column operate in the dark; they are the most 
serious challenge.’18 For the moment though only Italians with suspected links to ‘subversive’ 
political organisations were interned, with 1901 Italians interned by 10 August 1940.19 The link 
with Fascism, could be however, extremely tenuous, with membership of Italian social clubs such 
as the Babinda Dante Alighieri Italian Club, the Brisbane Dante Alighieri Society, the Mourilyan 
Progressive Club and Armando Diaz Club supposedly proving one’s Fascist sympathies, as did 
donations to either the ‘Gold for the Motherland’ campaign or the Italian Red Cross.20 
In Queensland it was reported that tension amongst the North Queensland Italian 
communities had been intensifying over the weeks leading up to Mussolini’s declaration of war and 
that the announcement had been met ‘with almost grim silence by the Italians, many of whom 
shook their heads in mute exclamation.  A great many believe their country has made a tragic 
mistake.’21 At the announcement of war with Italy police from Townsville had immediately 
travelled to the Herbert River district, the predominant area of Italian settlement in Queensland, and 
arrested twenty-five Italians who were transported to Townsville, the local newspaper stating that 
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‘amongst them were several well known local business and professional men and also several 
farmers.’22 Prominent Fascists Dr Piscitelli, Dr Castellano and Count Lalli were among the first 
arrested in North Queensland.23 Across Queensland Italian houses were searched and hundreds of 
Italians interned.24 
The onset of war between Australia and Italy had also brought about the end of official 
Fascist representation in Australia.  When war was declared consular offices were closed by 
military authorities.25 Arrangements were made by the Australian government for the removal of 
Italy’s consuls in Australia and they were guaranteed transport home as soon as the safe departure 
of British diplomats from Italy was confirmed.26 Many officials left hastily.  When the military 
raided the South Australian Italian consul office they found that Vice Consul Felice Rando had 
departed three days previously leaving all the consular files relating to himself and Amerio 
completely intact.  This included up to date membership files for the South Australian Fasci.27 
Vice Consul Chieffi left Townsville and journeyed south to join the departure of Italian consular 
representatives.28 On 30 June 1940 Leandro Chieffi and his secretary, along with other consul 
representatives, departed for Japan on the s.s. Kamo Maru, thus ending the official presence of the 
PNF in Australia, with the interests of Australia’s Italians now represented by the Japanese 
consulate.29 The Italian consulate in Brisbane was also closed, with Consular Agent Tom 
McWilliam’s final official statement being that ‘none of the Italians he had come in contact with 
wanted Italy to join Germany.’30 
Although the initial internments focused predominately on known Fascist party members, 
there were many Italians with no links to the PNF who also found themselves interned.  Prominent 
Italian businessmen Giuseppe Cantamessa and Domenico Borgna were interned, although neither 
had any association with Fascist politics.31 Cantamessa was one of the most questionable internees, 
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having been resident in Queensland for over thirty years and a naturalised British citizen for 
twenty-eight years.  He had been a member of the Hinchinbrook Shire Council for five years, 
chairman of the Herbert River Cane Growers’ District Executive, president of the Ingham Bowling 
club and his son had been the first Australian of Italian parentage in the Herbert River district to 
enlist with the local militia when war was declared.32 Even the local police report from Ingham 
station admitted there was no evidence that Cantamessa had any links to the PNF.33 However, 
ironically it was Cantamessa’s important role within the community as the most prominent and 
respected Italian in Ingham that was eventually listed as the predominant reason for his internment, 
with military reports arguing ‘his [Cantamessa’s] prominence and influence in public affairs would 
make him a dangerous man.’34 
Figure 12 Giuseppe Cantamessa, internment file photo. (Photo located in Q6466, National Australian Archives, 
Brisbane)  
 
After the initial internments of June 1940 the fear of fifth column activities by Queensland 
Italians had lessened somewhat, a change clearly demonstrated by the release of Dr Battaglia from 
internment in December 1940.  After his appeal against his internment in August 1940 the advisory 
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committee on internment had recommended his release.35 Battaglia was not alone; another 
prominent Italian with no links to the Fascist party, Osvaldo Bonutto, who had been interned in 
June 1940, was also released in October.36 
These encouraging developments were, however, not to last.  After the bombing of Pearl 
Harbour in December 1941 the fear of a possible Japanese invasion of Australia intensified, a 
development that prompted a sharp focus on the Italians in North Queensland.  North Queensland 
was viewed as a potential landing point for any Japanese invading force and the belief that Italians 
living in North Queensland would potentially assist with the invasion was a distinct fear amongst a 
significant proportion of British Australians.37 The Returned Sailors’ Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Imperial League of Australia (RSSAILA) were the most vehement group in calling on the 
Australian government to take action against North Queensland’s Italians.38 At a meeting on 1 
February 1942 they called for the internment of all enemy aliens, arguing,  
 
the government should be asked to arm civilian British people in the North, for 
apparently the only people there who were armed were Italians.  The subversive 
element would be a great danger in the event of the enemy landing, even if they 
were allowed to run loose for only a few days.  The government should see that 
the people in the coastal areas had arms and were taught to use them.39 
The RSSAILA were not alone, Queensland newspapers were flooded with letters concerned 
at the danger of leaving Italians in North Queensland outside the internment camps.  One P. J. 
Taylor argued to the Courier Mail, ‘the Italians in the North are a distinct menace and if Japan 
made an invasion many of them would promptly join the enemy,’ while another signing his name as 
‘Old Rifleman’ asserted, ‘it is reasonable to assume that if the Japanese forced a landing on our 
shores there would be among those Italians a large number of Fifth Columnists ready to give 
information against us and to help the invader.’40 Such concerns were exaggerated by southern 
press outlets the Sun and the Sunday Telegraph. The Telegraph asserted information from a special 
representative of the armed forces showed ‘more than ninety per cent of the Italian population in 
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North Queensland would be disloyal to Australia should the Japanese force a landing.’41 The Sun
ran an article entitled ‘Poppa has his rifle hidden in the sugar cane,’ which claimed dramatically that 
there were 40000 Italians living in North Queensland that were mostly armed and ‘if the occasion is 
suitable or if they [the Italians] have guts enough, they may try to use them.’42 
Such vivid allegations had a clear effect on the Anglo-Australian population in North 
Queensland.  In direct response to the Sun’s article one Ruth Lucas wrote to the Federal Minister for 
the Army asking if the story was true and if so why an ‘army up from 40000 to 50000 Italians has 
been allowed to settle in that very rich and fertile part of Australia, North Queensland?’43 Military 
reports to Northern Command declared that in North Queensland there was growing concern 
amongst Anglo-Australian residents that ‘in the event of a landing being attempted in these northern 
areas, no effective resistance will be offered North of Townsville,’ and ‘the question of aliens in the 
north is becoming the chief topic of conversation among citizens at the present moment and all are 
wondering when and how the action will be taken to protect the civil population in the north from 
this very evident menace.’44 More alarming was the account given by a Cairns military agent to 
Northern Command claiming that Italians were not interested in evacuation which, according to the 
agent, clearly showed they expected to collude with the Japanese when they arrived.  The Italians 
were ‘perfectly happy sitting down waiting for events.  Unfortunately we in the North are certain as 
to what their course of action will be and it is likely that the Italians here will be attacked by 
Britishers, before actual hostilities with the Japanese commence.’45 
The tension and fear of invasion amplified paranoia concerning Italian activities in the north, 
with Northern Command receiving reports that Italians were seen setting up lights to guide Japanese 
forces onto beaches in North Queensland and that in Innisfail a local resident had surprised a 
clandestine meeting of Italians discussing their course of action if the Japanese arrived.46 Other 
letters voiced apprehension at the arrival of strange Italians in Yelaborn or that Italians in Dimbulah 
had organised ‘a group with arms and was only awaiting the most favourable moment to strike.’47 
One troubled citizen even wrote to the Prime Minister, warning Curtin ‘in the event of a Japanese 
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invasion on this part of our coastline, the defence of our country would be subject to an avalanche 
of fifth column activity similar to that which occurred in Holland and Belgium.’48 
These suspicions and anxieties relating to possible Italian fifth column activities at the 
beginning of 1942 saw a considerable intensification of the internments.  On the night of 15 
February 1942 the most intensive arrests of Italians since the war began were initiated in North 
Queensland.  More than 2000 Italians were questioned, 1400 of these in Innisfail and Ingham.  An 
8pm to 5am curfew was also put in place for all enemy aliens in Queensland.49 Queensland’s 
Premier William Forgan Smith recommended to Prime Minister Curtin the complete internment of 
all 13000 Queenslanders of enemy alien birth, but whilst this was ignored, 1631 of Queensland’s 
2764 unnaturalised Italian population were interned, the highest percentage of unnaturalised enemy 
aliens interned from any Australian state.50 Overall, some 2107 of Queensland’s Italians were 
interned.51 Previously released internees were also re-arrested, with both Battaglia and Bonutto 
forced to return to internment camps.  
The internments and government restrictions on the Italian population of Queensland were 
encouraged by organisations such as the RSSAILA who had consistently voiced their anger against 
the numbers of Italians allowed to settle in the state from as early as the 1920s.  As Douglass 
argues, it is clear that the pro-British elements in North Queensland viewed the war as an excuse for 
rolling back alien penetration of North Queensland’s economy.52 Fuelling the increase in 
internments was the fact that most of the informants employed by the CIB were former military 
officers and current members of the RSSAILA.53 Their reports recommending internment were 
punctuated by racist insults and overheard rumours rather than concrete information.  One report 
from Inglewood reads, for example, ‘Angelo Bonutto is a really bad case, his wife wants 
watching…A Greek residing in Yelaborn, agent for Bays the Tailor, has office in the dago 
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refreshment room, knows all and is very anti-Italian, could give valuable information.’54 From Ayr 
one agent wrote that he hoped those Italians he had put forward for internment would be arrested 
and that he was concerned the persons responsible for the final decision ‘either through lack of 
interest or intelligence or intelligent thinking are holding back the authority necessary to intern the 
well proven traitorous dagos.’  The same agent had earlier thought it essential to report that a 
number of Italians in the Ayr district had begun to grow moustaches ‘like Adolf Hitler.’55 
The depression and anxiety caused by the internments are evident from the numerous 
communications between Italians interned and their families left in Queensland.56 At Loveday the 
internees were sectioned into four groups, with each group stationed in separate compounds that 
could hold around 1000 occupants.  They were originally housed in tents, but eventually more 
permanent housing was constructed.  The Italian internees were generally well treated within the 
camps, they were provided with excellent food and medical care, allowed to plant vegetable gardens 
and organise sporting events.57 However, the confined space, boredom and distance from 
Queensland were depressing for many of the internees.  Loveday was chosen for its isolation, it was 
nearly 290 kilometres from Adelaide and despite the good conditions the internees were kept within 
barbed-wired sections manned by armed guards.  Aldo Signorini wrote from Loveday Camp in 
South Australia, ‘this camp has an air of desolation…it has been baptised with the attractive name – 
perimeter of Tobruk, so beautiful and desolate is the panorama that surrounds the barbed wire!...and 
we carry on till when?’58 For some Italians the internment questioned their identity, clearly 
demarcating them as outsiders despite the fact that many viewed themselves as Australians, rather 
than Italians.  Boni Reghenzani wrote,  
 
I have always had good British ideas…I did not have our sons taught Italian.  
They call me English, outside…today dear one does not know what to do to be 
faithful to our adopted country.  I have always been faithful and they have 
interned me, and have classed me as an Italian, and have put me behind barbed 
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wire with the Italians.  I do not even wish to have anything to do with the 
Italians.59 
The difficulties for families left behind was also substantial, for many the internee was the 
main bread winner and his absence was a considerable problem.  Grazia Seri wrote to military 
authorities that the internment of her husband, along with a reduction in customers caused by the 
war and mounting rental costs, had led to the ruin of their business running the Lion Hotel in 
Macknade.  Seri appealed for her husband’s release, ‘should he be here he can see himself how I 
have been put against the wall and what’s more he may be able to fix up everything whereas my 
being a woman handicaps me a great deal.’60 For others the pressure of separation and the financial 
difficulties arising from the internments were too much to bear, Giuseppe Di Bella wrote to the 
federal government to appeal his case explaining that his wife had walked off their property with his 
son, leaving their stock totally abandoned and with no word on where she had gone.61 The break 
down of relationships and the inability of the internee to do anything to alleviate the situation was 
one of the most painful experiences of the internment.  Renzo Barbi was one Italian who failed to 
receive any correspondence from his wife, a state of affairs that caused him significant anxiety and 
depression.  After two months of his internment he wrote to her pleading,  
 
again and again am I to you with my thoughts and writings and yet no response 
from you and this silence is causing me anxiety and yesterday I sent you a 
telegram to which I have had no reply.  My dear I am at a loss to think what has 
happened, whether something serious has happened to you and that you are ill or 
what else could be wrong?  Dear Grace, this is the first time in which I must 
earnestly desire to God to know something and yet here I am impotent in my 
actions, and let me tell you it is most demoralising to find oneself in my actual 
circumstances.62 
The effects of the internments on Italian communities, however, went beyond the sense of 
loss or financial difficulties caused by the arrest of a large number of Italian males.  Nor were all 
the internments a result of Anglo-Australian bias or anti-Italian racism.  Although there has been a 
considerable amount of scholarly research concerning the internment of Italians during World War 
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II, the antagonistic treatment of Italians towards each other during this time has been somewhat 
lacking in attention.  Many of the cases for internment were built on information supplied by other 
Italians.  Economic jealousies, old grudges, political differences, as well as a host of other factors 
were reason enough for Italians to inform on each other in the hope of having their rivals interned.  
Some Italians, such as Luciano, may have approached Australian authorities as early as 1939, but it 
is clear that the antagonism between Italians grew proportionally as the internments increased, 
demonstrating the rising strain it was placing on the Italian population of the state.  
 As set out in previous chapters, political and economic divergence contributed to clashes 
between Italians throughout the history of their settlement in Queensland.  Sociological work by 
some scholars has suggested that events such as the internment should theoretically have 
contributed to a strengthening of ethnic solidarity.63 The evidence of Italian activities during the 
internments instead expresses the simplicity of such a view that regards ‘ethnicity’ as the dominant 
definer of community and that migrants’ social capital is overwhelmingly related to ‘the shared 
feeling of social belonging.’64 Instead, as evidenced previously, there never existed a discrete and 
stable ‘Italian community’ of Queensland, with differences in class, economic activity, regional 
origins, length of residency and place of settlement in the state delineating the diversity within the 
Italian population.65 Italian ethnicity was important as a source of cohesion, but what this actually 
constituted was a point of considerable disagreement.  For the Fascists it was rooted in a patriotism 
that celebrated the achievements of the PNF, a message whose success was shown in the large 
numbers of Italians who supported Fascism as a defence of Italian nationalism against anti-Italian 
antagonism, but it is also evident many Italians did not conceive of their identity in such a manner.  
Beyond political and ethnic notions, economic and class discrepancies played a substantial role in 
shaping the interaction of Italians within their communities.  As the internments and suspicions 
towards the Italian population of Queensland intensified, as opposed to a strengthening of 
solidarity, the previous economic and political tensions existing between Italians increased.  This 
was a development which would impact significantly on relations within Italian settlements both 
during the war and beyond.  
The situation brought about by World War II was exploited by a number of persons who 
used the fear of Italian fifth column activity to have Italian business rivals interned.  Frederico 
Cervetto, the son of eminent Brisbane Italian Luigi Cervetto, was interned on evidence provided by 
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a Greek business rival who claimed Cervetto greeted other Italians with the Roman salute and had 
advance knowledge of the movement of merchant ships.66 Cervetto suspected that his internment 
was due to his business rivalry, telling the appeal’s board at the hearing of his objection to 
internment in 1942 that he suspected a particular Greek family of having informed on him as they 
were his main business competitors and he had opposed them in previous elections to the fish 
board.67 Cervetto’s suspicions were correct and he was by no means the only Italian interned due 
to evidence provided by business competitors.  Italians themselves looked to exploit the 
internments.  One Carmelo Belfiore of Home Hill was a main informant for the CIB agent in the 
Burdekin region.  Through a number of complex financial transactions, Belfiore had purchased a 
cane farm with fellow Italians Giuseppe Luciano and Sebastiano Scalia.  When their deal collapsed 
Belfiore faced losing his farm.  Under pressure from Luciano and Scalia and fearful of internment 
himself, Belfiore attempted to use the internments to solve his financial problems.  Approaching the 
CIB agent he agreed to inform on Scalia and between January and March 1942 supplied a number 
of questionable stories supposedly proving Scalia’s subversive activities.  According to Belfiore, 
Scalia was receiving secret information from Mussolini and advising Italians not to fight the 
Japanese when the invading force arrived.  Scalia’s wife was also learning how to cook rice so she 
could supply the Japanese soldiers when they invaded.  Belfiore even claimed that the Scalias had 
received a coded letter from the Japanese that said ‘we will see you soon.’68 Despite CIB 
scepticism regarding Belfiore’s evidence and the fact they knew that Belfiore had financial 
disagreements with Scalia, Sebastiano Scalia and several other Italians that Belfiore informed 
against were recommended for internment.69 Luigi Ballini was another Italian interned as a 
consequence of a business arrangement that had turned sour.  Ballini had financed fellow Italian 
Tony Vago for the purchase of a cane farm near Innisfail, but when Vago faced financial 
difficulties Ballini refused him a further loan and took possession of the farm when Vago was 
 
66 Statutory Declaration of Charles Peter Freleagus re: Federico Cervetto, NAA, Brisbane, Q24436 Cervetto, Frederico 
– Queensland Investigation Case File, 1941-1945. Frederico Cervetto was also suspected due to the Fascist sympathies 
of his father Luigi Cervetto who had been a prominent and active member of the Brisbane Fascio until he passed away 
in 1939.  Francesco also admitted signing a proposition form to become a member of the Brisbane Fascio in order to 
please his father, but claimed that nothing came of it and that he rarely associated with his father’s friends.  See: 
Hearing of Frederico Cervetto objection to the order of detention, 22 May 1942, Q24436. 
67 Hearing of Frederico Cervetto objection to the order of detention, Q24436.  
68 Security Report re: Scalia and Di Mauro, 20 January 1942; Security Report re: Sebastiano Scalia, 13 February 1942, 
Q14817. 
69 Security Report re: Sebastiano Scalia, 13 February 1942, Q14817.  
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declared insolvent.70 As the internments increased at the beginning of 1942 Vago saw his chance 
for revenge, writing to the Australian military authorities that Ballini and his relatives had collected 
from Italians during the ‘Gold for the Motherland’ campaign and had taken an active part in the 
meetings of the Innisfail Fascio.71 Ballini’s daughter even claimed that before this Vago had rung 
her several times asking for money ‘or else something might happen to make trouble for him 
[Ballini].’72 Despite the daughter’s claims, the security force’s knowledge of Vago’s incentives for 
informing on Ballini and the fact police reported there was no evidence Ballini had ever been a 
member of the Fascist party or donated to the PNF, he was still interned in February 1942.  
Understandably such activities heightened ill feeling amongst Italians within their 
communities.73 Italians clearly had their suspicions of which fellow countrymen were supplying 
information to the CIB, while others already interned received letters from family members with 
claims as to who the informant had been.74 This led to inevitable clashes and threats between 
Italians.  Belfiore was approached by Sebastiano Cantarella, whom he had provided information 
against, and told to stop ‘going to the police with tales about him [Cantarella] and other Italians,’ 
otherwise ‘somebody will kill you [Belfiore].’75 There were similar reports from elsewhere, with a 
recently released Italian ex-internee from Innisfail questioned in 1942 over allegations he 
threatened to murder the Italian who had made a statutory declaration against him and that the 
Italian in question had been forced to leave town.76 
70 South Johnstone police station report re: Luigi Ballini, 10 February 1941, NAA, Australia, Q11935 Ballini, Luigi, 
1922-1945. 
71 Northern Command report re: Ballini’s relatives: Alleged Fascists, 25 March 1942, Q11935.  
72 South Johnstone police station report re: Luigi Ballini, Q11935.  
73 Internee Angelo Simonelli, for example, wrote angrily to his mother regretting that he had been too honest, ‘perhaps 
if I had of been like a few in Halifax to run to the police with all sorts of concocted stories everything may have been 
alright.’  See: Angelo Simonelli letter to mother, 15 July 1941, NAA, Brisbane, Q25320 Simonelli, Angelo Natale – 
Queensland Investigation Case File, 1941-1945. 
74 Alfredo Agostinelli, for example, had received a letter from his wife naming his alleged informant. In reply he wrote, 
‘You say it was Primo who had me interned.  Poor fellow I would never have thought this.  Was it because I was the 
first to fix up about the land and water near the house?  What else could he have said?’  See: Alfredo Agostinelli letter 
to Mrs R. Agostinelli, 25 February 1941, NAA, Brisbane, Q8981 Agostinelli, Alfredo - Queensland Internee, 1932-
1945.  
75 TR 52 report re: Carmelo Belfiore, Q14817.  
76 Sgt. M. H. McAuliffe letter to Deputy Director of Security re: Public resentment resulting from release of internment, 
12 January 1943, NAA, Brisbane, Q30579 World War Two Internment Information. - Queensland [includes names and 
statistics of enemy aliens such as Italians, Germans, Russian Fascist suspects and others; Delegation of powers; children 
in internment camps; correspondence; memos; objections and other material], 1940-1943.   
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The internments thus had a substantial impact on Queensland Italians, enhancing mutual 
distrust and resentment not only between Italians and the wider Anglo-Australian population but 
also amongst Italians themselves.  Italian communities were affected by the suspicions and tensions 
arising between Italians.  There was also widespread anger at the treatment of Italians by the 
Australian government and the pain caused by the forced separation of Italian families.  Within this 
problematic context of Italian life during World War II, Fascism continued to have a substantial 
impact on the Italian population of Queensland.  Shaped by the events taking place, Fascism would 
in turn influence the interaction of Italians both inside and outside of the internment camps. 
Fascism, as set out previously, had never been understood by the majority of Fascio 
members or Italian supporters as a subversive or radical ideology.  Overwhelmingly, it was 
comprehended as a form of nationalism and a belief in the Italian nation and its achievements under 
the PNF.  Many Australians had even viewed those Italians supportive of Fascism in a positive 
manner, seeing them as law abiding, patriotic and conservative, while anti-Fascist Italians were 
conversely perceived as Communists, violent subversives and a danger to Australia.  With war 
between Italy and Australia however, the concept of Fascism changed and the term now conjured 
ideas of fifth column activities, a force acting against Australia that sought to aid those who would 
potentially invade the country.  Newspaper reports claimed the majority of Italians were Fascists 
and sympathisers with enemy policies.77 The state’s Fasci came under particular scrutiny following 
Mussolini’s declaration of war and were depicted as a secretive, subversive network that provided 
the strongest backing for potential fifth column activity.  Although both the Courier Mail and 
Cairns Post had previously reported on the activity of the state’s Fascist associations in a positive 
manner, noting their attendance at a number of important Italian events such as the celebrations of 
the Armando Diaz visit, both papers now sensationally described how the raids on Italian 
residences had unearthed ‘an amazing network of Fascist associations in Queensland.’78 Fascist 
literature, Black Shirts and propaganda had been discovered and more worryingly evidence that the 
Fasci ‘concealed thousands of shot guns, at least 80000 rounds of ammunition, 16000 plugs of 
gelignite and 8000 detonators.’79 The Fasci, may have appeared ‘at first glance to be of a harmless 
nature,’ but it was evident that they were instead a dangerous subversive element that had been 
secretly building a significant arsenal in Queensland from as early as 1924, as the Courier Mail 
claimed, with subsequent investigations likely to lead to ‘further stores of arms and ammunition.’80 
77 Herbert River Express, 5 March 1942. 
78 Cairns Post, 14 June 1940.  
79 Cairns Post, 17 June 1940.  
80 Courier Mail, 17 June 1940.  
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Italians, as formerly argued, had always used Fascism on their own terms, as a form of 
‘protest’ patriotism against anti-Italian feeling or a means of improving one’s business contacts.  
During World War II the situation was no different, despite the altered perception of Fascism 
within the Anglo-Australian population.  Italians generally did not adhere to a rigid ideology of 
Fascism, but interpreted or employed aspects of Fascism to suit their own requirements.  With fear 
of Fascist Italians prominent in Queensland, the term Fascism was now utilised by Italians across 
communities in Queensland as a way of having one’s rivals interned.  Being called a Fascist was 
akin to an accusation of being anti-Australian, a powerful indictment to be turned against any 
Italian one wanted arrested.  Proof of having visited the Armando Diaz ship or having donated 
during the Abyssinian war was enough to substantiate accusations of Fascist support, with the fact 
such allegations stemmed from Italians themselves supposedly adding more weight to the charges.  
Anonymous letters from Italians were received by Australian security forces accusing 
fellow countrymen of being Fascists.  One example read in Italian,  
 
we wish to inform Army headquarters that there are many Fascists who are 
talking against this country and who are not yet interned.  We earnestly beg you to 
take action as soon as possible for the internment of those dangerous persons, who 
are acting as spies and in any other way in which they can betray the country.  In 
the Abyssinian war they collected money and gold for Mussolini.81 
The letter subsequently listed the names of seven Italians from Mourilyan and Innisfail.  Another 
such letter stated,  
 
I take the liberty of offering you my information and of letting you know that you 
have interned nearly all the Italians; but you have forgotten the most powerful 
Fascists and mischief makers that there can be in the world.  And these are 
Giovanni Mangano and Vicenzo Messina, both of them resident at Gordonvale, 
via Cairns, N.Q…So I beg you to give a good measure of your attention to these 
two strong Fascist and mischief makers who will cause a scandal.82 
81 Anonymous letter forwarded to Northern Command (original written in Italian), 11 April 1942, Q30577.  
82 Anonymous letter forwarded to Northern Command (original written in Italian), 16 March 1942, NAA, Brisbane, 
Q13681 Mangano, Giovanni, 1930-1945.  
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Other Italians willingly gave statements to CIB.83 A Siro Zandanel furnished a written 
declaration stating that a Black Shirt Gang organised by Mussolini was active in Mackay and that 
‘Domenico Roveta was the leader and that they had sufficient arms, ammunition and explosives 
stored up to enable them to organise a revolt if it looked as if the allies were going to be beaten in 
this war.’84 Zandanel’s claims were substantiated by another Italian cane farmer from the district 
who was interviewed by CIB.85 Such accusations usually had little weight.  In the case of Roveta 
there was no evidence of a Fascio existing in Mackay, especially a secret Black Shirt militia 
specifically organised by Mussolini to undertake fifth column activities in Queensland.  The 
motivations of Italians informing on fellow Italians were primarily based on business or personal 
rivalries.  There were reports of Italians threatening former business partners with internment 
unless they received the financial settlement they felt they were due.86 Local police, with more 
knowledge of the Italian residents in their areas, even warned CIB of the difficulty in accepting 
Italian informants’ information that was frequently motivated by jealously and resentment at other 
Italians’ success.87 This advice was rarely heeded and the information received from Italians given 
considerable weight by CIB.  In the case of Giovanni Mangano, for example, the CIB admitted his 
 
83 The Australian intelligence forces also actively suggested Italians they believed would be willing to act as informants.  
Angelo Tati, for example, of Cairns, was suggested as he ‘hates Mussolini and Fascists…is disliked by his countrymen 
here for his hatred of musso…advise early if this man’s services can be used and appointment arranged if needed.’  
Report from CR 4, Cairns to Northern Command, 16 April 1941,NAA, Brisbane, Q21158 Tati, Angelo – Queensland 
Investigation Case File, 1941-1945. 
84 Zandanel appears to have had no actual evidence of the existence of such a militia, his information derived from 
rumours passed on by other Mackay Italians.  See: Statutory declaration of Siro Zandanel re: Domenico Roveta, 21 
November 1941, NAA, Brisbane Q11169 Domenico Roveta, 1940-1957. 
85 The Italian in question was one Augusto Cicognini who had been the source of Zandanel’s information regarding the 
militia.  When questioned by police he claimed to be too frightened to make a written statement, but confirmed that he 
knew of four local Italians, including Roveta, who were members of the Black Shirt militia.  See: Sgt Currey CIB 
Mackay Report re: Domeico Roveta, 15 December 1940, Q1169.  
86 I.S.G.S. Northern Command reported that they had received information that Moses Morelli had been an employee of 
Silivo Ganora for several years leading up to 1941 when in May of that year they had a business disagreement and 
Morelli left.  Later Mrs Ganora claimed that Morelli told her, ‘I know enough about Silvio to put him in and I am going 
to the authorities to tell them what I know.’  See: I.S.G.S. Northern Command re: Giacomo Morelli, 8 December 1941, 
Q28238. 
87 When assessing information received from an Italian informant in Mossman accusing several Italians as being 
Fascist, Sergeant J. Rinaldi, for example, voiced a word of caution, ‘he [the informant] is resentful of the success of 
some of the persons that he has implicated, therefore I consider that his information should be treated with caution.’  
See: Sgt J. Rinaldi letter to Cairns Inspector of Police, 30 January 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q24027 Capra, Celestino 
Natale Enrico - Queensland Investigation Case File, 1940-1946.  
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was a ‘weak case’, but that the anonymous letter was sufficient evidence to support his 
internment.88 
Italian informants were also motivated by the belief that aiding the Australian military could 
prevent their internment or help to gain their freedom if already interned.  In the camps the pressure 
of internment saw several Italians approach camp authorities claiming to have information of 
Fascist activities that could be supplied in return for favourable treatment or release.  Moses 
Morelli was one interned Italian who contacted the authorities at Gaythorne Internment Camp and 
offered to assist the Australian military by supplying information about Italian Fascists in Cairns 
who had not yet been interned.  He also suggested that if released he would act as an informant and 
be able to gain valuable information on Italian Fascist activities in Cairns.89 Over the space of two 
years he submitted lists of a number of Cairns Italians he claimed were anti-Australian Fascists 
worthy of internment.90 
Inside the internment camps the relationship of Italians to Fascism was even more complex 
and divergent.  Cresciani writes that manifestations of Fascism were reported by camp authorities 
from 1940 to 1943 and internees continued with ‘Fascist rituals, celebrations and political rallies.’91 
Luigi Roati, an Italian internee writing home to his wife of life in the Cowra Internment Camp, 
noted that some of his fellow Italian inmates were ‘always shouting: Viva Il Duce!  Viva 
Mussolini!  Viva Italia.  They sing Fascist songs and hymns.’92 Although there is no doubt that 
some Italians within the internment camps continued to support Fascism, understanding exactly 
what motivated this support and how it was demonstrated within the camps is particularly 
 
88 Report on Giovanni Mangano internment re: Nature of evidence, Q13681.  
89 Military Report re: Moses Morelli, 26 September 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q7506 Morelli Moses - Queensland 
Internee, 1930-1944. 
90 On 25 September 1940 Moses Morelli handed a list of names of Italians he claimed were anti-British Fascists to camp 
authorities.  He continued this practice up to at least October 1941.  See: I.S.G.S Report, 29 September 1940, letter to 
Victoria Barracks, 30 September 1941, Letter to I.S.G.S., 26 October 1941, Q7506; Security Report re: Antonio 
Falcone, 25 September 1940, NAA, Brisbane, Q23118 Falcone, Antonio – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1941-
1947.  Morelli was not alone, Elivio Meoli was another Italian who agreed to supply names of anti-British Italians to 
camp authorities at Gaythorne Internment camp.  He was told that no promises could be made to him regarding his 
internment but Meoli agreed to provide a list of names in order to ‘clean up Cairns.’  What his motivations were are 
hard to comprehend, when handing over the list he compiled Meoli claimed, ‘the names he proposed to give were those 
of personal friends of his and that he hoped he would be removed from the camp before they arrived, as he felt a certain 
amount of shame at the prospect of meeting them.’  See: I.S.G.S. Report, 4 March 1941 re: E. Meoli; I.S.G.S Report, 10 
March 1941 re: E. Meoli, NAA, Brisbane, Q22999 Meoli, Elvio Luigi – Queensland Investigation Case File, 1941-
1973. 
91 Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 175. 
92 Luigi Roati letter to wife, 29 July 1942, Q31546.  
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problematic.  It is important to go beyond generalisations and take a more specific view of the 
various forms of Fascism that manifested inside of the camps.  By doing so it is possible to build an 
understanding of how some Queensland Italians understood and supported Fascism during World 
War II, how this may have differed from the period before the war as Italian comprehension of 
Fascism was re-constructed by events taking place after 1940 and the lasting impact this would 
have on many Italians throughout the state.  
What was the nature of this Fascist support within the internment camps?  Again, the 
character of Fascism is elusive, maintaining an array of meanings for the Italian individuals who 
claimed to embrace it.  Some hardline Fascists retained their strong belief in the PNF and kept faith 
in the final triumph of the Axis forces against Britain and its allies.93 Amongst Queensland 
internees it was reported that Dr Vattuone, Dr Francesco Rigano and Count Lalli continued to 
support Fascism, recognising the 28 October as a holiday, for instance, and refusing to work on that 
day.94 It is arguable that internment encouraged the continuation of Fascist support, promoting 
resentment against Australian authorities and a feeling that behind the camps they had little to lose 
in supporting Fascism.95 As a demonstration of Italian nationalism, Fascism had previously been 
understood as asserting Italian worth in Australia and a desire for Italians to be seen as valued 
citizens within their new country.  In World War II Fascism continued to be understood as a 
manifestation of Italian nationalism, but now this nationalism was a form of defiance and 
opposition to Australia.  Although utilised by some Italians to have enemies interned, conversely 
some Italians angered at their treatment by Australian authorities embraced this re-constructed ideal 
of Fascism, support for the PNF a defiance of the Australian authorities they resented.   
 Some previously apolitical Italians embraced this form of Fascism as an expression of the 
anger and resentment they felt at being interned for no other reason than for being Italian.  One of 
the few women interned Mrs Maddalena Meoli wrote to her son of her anger at Australia’s 
 
93 Internee Lino Michelin wrote to Angelo Michilin in Italy, for example, ‘it is an honour for me to be interned on 
account of being a son of the Roman Race…I am confident that when arms are laid down, with victory of the axis.’  
See: Lino Michelin letter to Angelo Michilin, Italy, NAA, Brisbane, Q11131 Petralia, Venerando Horace – Queensland 
Internee, 1934-1957.  
94 Henry Piombo interview with Captain Finzel and Dr Barris, 3 August 1943, NAA, Adelaide, SA20480 Free Italy 
Movement and Anti-Fascist Movement.  
95 The concept that internment actually encouraged Fascist support appears to have been understood by the American 
government, who in 1942, as opposed to the Australian government’s crackdown on the Italian population, announced 
that Italian aliens in the United States would no longer be classed as enemy aliens.  Italians across the United States 
celebrated the decision and prayers for President Roosevelt held in the Catholic Churches frequented by Italians.  It was 
seen as a shrewd decision by the American government to ‘drive a wedge between Fascists and the body of the Italian 
people.’  See: Courier Mail, 14 October 1942.  
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treatment of Italians as criminals and, whilst previously she had never concerned herself with 
politics, such actions by the Australian government had ensured that ‘from this evening I have 
become a Fascist, Mussolini has entered deeply into my heart.’96 Such sentiments were shared by 
others.  Luigi Pradella, a young Italian from Ingham who was interned with little basis, also 
proclaimed his Fascist belief after two years of internment, ‘I think Mussolini is a good man.  If he 
came here, he would let me out of internment…I am not glad I am a naturalised British subject 
now.’97 
It is also evident that for a number of long term Fascist supporters, continuing faith in the 
PNF was a means of sustaining themselves through the long years of internment.  Not all Fasci 
members joined the party for strictly financial reasons and many had believed in the propaganda of 
the Fascist party.  To see that the previous decade of work for the PNF had been futile, resulting 
only in defeat and internment would have been difficult to face.  As Aldo Signorini wrote to a 
friend in the United States, ‘this existence within the barbed wire becomes, as time passes, more 
monotonous and oppressive, but thanks to the great faith in my ideal…I have strength and courage 
to live through the present time.’98 
Given this continuing support for Fascism within the camps, internment could be 
particularly dangerous for known anti-Fascists.  Problematically, the indiscriminate internment of 
Italians from 1940 to 1942 had seen both anti-Fascist and Fascist Italians placed together in the 
same camps.  With the camps overwhelmingly dominated by Fascists, anti-Fascists faced 
intimidation and violence.99 For these Italians in particular, internment alongside Fascist supporters 
they had been fighting against for nearly two decades was difficult to comprehend.  Pierino 
Colombano, an interned anti-Fascist Socialist, wrote from Cowra Internment Camp,  
 
96 Mrs Maddalena Meoli letter to Elvio Meoli, 19 April 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q13450 Part 2 Meoli, Luigi Carlo – 
Queensland Internee, 1940-1944.  Meoli’s internment was indeed a rare case, the Australian government’s position was 
to avoid the internment of Italian women if possible and that strong evidence had to be demonstrated of subversive 
activity in order to justify the internment of any women.  See: L. Palombo, "The Fasci Femminili in Australia:  Re-
Imagining the Past Creating the Future," in In Search of the Italian Australian into the Next Millenium: Conference 
Proceedings, eds. P. Genovesi, W. Musolino, I. Martinuzzi-O’Brien, M. Pallotta-Chiarolli and M. Genovesi (Victoria: 
Grow Set Pty Ltd, 2000), 586. 
97 Statement by Luigi Pradella, 16 March 1943, NAA, Brisbane, Q30259 Pradella, Luigi – Queensland Investigation 
Case File, 1940-1945. 
98 Aldo Signorini letter to Mrs Marisa Scolamiero, New York, 20 June 1943, Q29233. 
99 Luigi Roati in a letter to his wife described how pro-Fascist Italians verbally abused and threatened Italians who did 
not share the same political views.  He claimed that apart from ‘shouting offensive words at us who do not think as they 
do,’ the pro-Fascist Italians also taunted other Italians by pointing out that naturalised and non-Fascist Italians had been 
interned along with Fascist supporters and ridiculing these Italians’ continuing faith in the Australian government.  See: 
Luigi Roati letter to wife, 22 September 1942, Q31546. 
222
we are abandoned.  Nobody takes care of us.  There is some mysterious thing 
against us.  We are friends of Australia, we are against Fascism.  We hope and 
wish on the victory of Great Britain and her allies against the axis power 
Germany, Italy and Japan and we are interned just the same.  The Fascists are 
interned; no difference at all; and that thing, is unjust and unfair.100 
The situation culminated in the murder of anti-Fascist Anarchist Francesco Fantin at Loveday 
Internment Camp on 16 November 1942 by Fascist internee Giovanni Casotti.101 It was only with 
this that the Australian government acted to alleviate the problem.  Many known Italian anti-
Fascists were released and the Director General of Security, Brigadier W. B. Simpson, pushed for 
the release of all known anti-Fascists from the internment camps.102 
There is also evidence that the clashes between the political factions of Italians began to 
dissipate as the war progressed.  This was in part due to the release of anti-Fascist Italians, but it is 
evident that the long incarceration and the course of events involving Italy during World War II 
began to impact upon the convictions of Queensland’s Fascist supporters.  Mussolini’s fall from 
power in Italy on 25 July 1943 and Italy’s realignment as an ally of Britain and the United States in 
the following September had a profound effect on many previously vehement Fascists.  A large 
number of Italian internees had been released following the events of late 1943 and predominantly 
only those who had been strong supporters of Fascism remained interned.  Facing a fourth year of 
internment and having witnessed the collapse of the PNF in Italy Fascist supporters were forced to 
question their previous faith in the Italian Fascist party and Mussolini.  Cresciani writes that 
staunch Fascist supporters who had been interned for the entire period of the war ‘remained firm in 
their allegiance to Fascism,’ but research from archival sources demonstrates the inadequacies of 
this generalisation.103 Instead, what is evident over the years of internment is a growing sense of 
disillusionment at the outcome of their support for the PNF and the consequences of their political 
activities.  
 The case of Dr Vattuone is particularly poignant in this regard.  Through the letters written 
during his internment it is possible to see his growing disenchantment with politics as his 
 
100 Pierino Colombano letter to Mr A. Ogston, 1942, NAA, Brisbane, Q8495 Colombano, Pierino - Queensland 
Internee, 1931-1949.  Luigi Pieragostino made a similar comment in a letter from Cowra Internment Camp, ‘I find 
myself as a sheep in the midst of so many wolves.  The high authorities lack modesty and delicacy in not distinguishing 
between the sheep and goats in the mass internment from North Queensland.’  See: Luigi Pieragostino letter to Mr G. 
Sorli, NAA, Brisbane, Q23606 Pieragostino, Luigi - Queensland investigation case file [lived Innisfail, internee at 
Cowra], 1942-1946. 
101 Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 176. 
102 Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 179. 
103 Cresciani, Fascism, Anti-Fascism and Italians in Australia. 1922-1945, 180. 
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internment stretches on.  As set out previously, Vattuone had been one of the most prominent 
Fascist supporters in Queensland during the inter-war period.  He had been a member of the 
Innisfail Fascio, had participated in many of the Fascist celebrations held by the Babinda Fascio 
and was the Brisbane Fascio president for a small period in 1940 before the organisation was 
closed.  The beginning of World War II and his subsequent internment had not altered Vattuone’s 
support for Fascism and he continued to participate in Fascist rituals and celebrations within the 
internment camp.  In April 1942 he even wrote to Australian authorities renouncing his Australian 
naturalisation.104 As the war progressed, however, Vattuone’s health within the camp deteriorated 
and he claimed to be suffering from high stress due to the Australian government’s rejection of his 
appeal and his numerous letters asking to be released.  By April 1944 Vattuone had spent nearly 
four years in the internment camp and his letters began to reveal the bitterness he now felt towards 
politics and the regret of the consequences that his support for the PNF had on his career as a 
doctor, ‘I am completely apolitical, I hate politics and never will I want to hear any politics.’  His 
internment was described as an ‘idle misery and sufferings of this useless long incarceration.’105 In 
his final letter from the camp Vattuone directly rejected Fascism, blaming his political beliefs for 
the long internment he had suffered, ‘now also I hate politics, because I realise that my Fascist 
sympathies have ruined me unnecessarily, and a doctor must be apolitical.’106 
104 Dr Vattuone letter to the Minister for the Interior, 21 April 1942, Q24430 Part 2.  In an earlier letter Vattuone had 
described his internment as ‘nearly as bad as a death sentence.’  Compare this with his letter in 1939 where he mocked 
his possible internment, claiming, ‘our concentration camp, in case of war, will be our chance of having a rest and of 
becoming bolder than ever!!’  See: Dr Vattuone letter to Camp Commandment, 27 December 1940; Dr Vattuone letter 
to Fanelli, 12 April 1939, Q24430 Part 2.   
105 Dr Vattuone letter to Attorney General, 17 April 1944, Q24430 Part 3. 
106 Dr Vattuone letter to Dr P. Fiaschi, 1944, Q24430 Part 3.  
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Figure 13 Dr Angelo Vattuone internment file photo. (Photo located in Q24430 Part 3, National Australian Archives, 
Brisbane) 
 
Such sentiments were shared by a large number of former Fascist supporters who tried to 
justify past behaviour in light of the experience of World War II.  Babinda Fascio member Elvio 
Meoli blamed his support for Fascism on his youth, claiming in 1943 that the internment and 
subsequent events during the war involving Italy had reconstructed ‘his entire outlook in life 
perhaps totally dissimilar to his pre-conceived notions and consequently he has the right to be re-
considered and judged accordingly.’  His political activities were explained as ‘careless in my 
behaviour due to thoughtlessness of youth, which I deeply regret…recent events have proved to me 
without a shave of doubt the unfairness and instability of the totalitarian system.’107 To his parents, 
Meoli wrote that the internment had shown that one should worry about his own business and 
nothing else, involvement with political associations having led to nothing but disaster.108 Renzo 
Barbi was another that bitterly regretted his involvement with Fascism, claiming it was ignorance 
on his part, done ‘without a thought or realising at what such action of his would imply in years to 
come to destroy twenty-eight years of honest and loyal citizenship.’  He admitted having worn the 
Black Shirt of the Fascists, but, as Meoli had, blamed this on the carelessness of his youth, 
‘honestly, I do not know [why he wore the shirt], perhaps for company’s sake or as I now look 
upon it as an act of absurd stupidity.’109 Prominent Brisbane Fascio member Giovanni Catalano 
was another who claimed that the Fascist defeat during the war had proven to him the error of his 
ways and had consequently given him a completely apolitical outlook.  Catalano asserted that the 
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Italian armistice in 1943 had made him question his previous allegiance and he began to see that 
‘the Italian government felt that there was something wrong and I have decided to have nothing 
more to do with politics at all.’110 In 1944 he stated to Australian authorities, ‘I was a Fascist but I 
have been in camp long enough to know that politics gets one into trouble…since September 1942 I 
have had no political interests whatsoever.’111 
The overthrow of Mussolini and the defection of Italy to the Allies had a profound effect on 
hardline Fascists, including the previously staunch Fascist supporter Aldo Signorini.  As stated 
previously, his continuing faith in the Fascist regime had supported him throughout his long 
internment, but the events of late 1943 had extinguished his ideals and left him defeated, ‘now I 
believe that the fault may have been in having too much faith in that infamous cowered and 
cowardly set which has brought us to the most humiliating condition, to the vilest actions!  This, 
this alone is what has made me suffer, and not the internment camp.’112 He now claimed to realise 
that one should never trust any political organisation to ‘protect one’s rights’ and in the future he 
would know to rely only on himself to reach ‘one’s own aspirations.’113 
For former president of the Brisbane Fascio Dr Battaglia, his disillusionment with the 
Fascist movement and regret at having been involved with the PNF was particularly acute.  
Battaglia believed that Brisbane Fascio members such as Quaglia and Vattuone had actually sought 
his internment and had informed military authorities of supposed Fascist activities as a means of 
revenge against Battaglia’s resignation.  He wrote to Queensland authorities reminding them, ‘after 
my resignation I didn’t have one friend on the Fascio…No wonder everybody plotted to take me 
down…Did they plan that for a purpose? In case of war they played the game to make me look 
disloyal to Australia.’114 In the camp Battaglia’s health gradually worsened and letters sent to camp 
authorities in September 1942 and February 1943 complained of partial paralysis in his left arm and 
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leg and extreme fatigue.115 His requests for assistance went unheeded and on 1 March 1943 
Battaglia died from a cerebral haemorrhage at Loveday Internment Camp.116 In Battaglia’s letters 
the anger at his treatment was directed not against the Australian authorities who interned him, but 
solely towards the Fascists, telling a friend in January 1942, ‘in one way he was glad he had been 
interned, because he had found out what were the type of people who called themselves Fascists.  
They were the most ignorant and uncouth set of people he had ever come in contact with, and these 
were the type of people who condemned democracy.’117 
In respect to the majority of Italians interned who were not members of the Fasci and had 
not involved themselves in the politics of Fascism it is clear that the internments served to sharpen 
their negative views towards the PNF and its actions in Australia.  It could be argued that the 
greater part of Queensland’s Italians had, prior to the onset of World War II, viewed Mussolini and 
his party in a positive manner.  The internments instead encouraged considerable resentment 
amongst large numbers of Italians against the PNF, as well as its supporters who were viewed 
cynically as political opportunists and fanatics. 118 Cantamessa resented his internment as he felt it 
understandably unjustified and due to the fact he was ‘interned with political lunatics, enemies of 
Australia.’119 Paulo Cazzulino made a similar point to his wife after being interned shortly 
following Mussolini’s declaration of war, despite there being no substantial evidence that 
Cazzulino was ever a supporter of Mussolini, ‘we had to leave Italy so as to be away from these 
Fascist cowards and now here I am in the midst of them, I would rather be in prison than here.’120 
Other Italians interned on tenuous grounds, such as Mario Vitale, were angered in their firm belief 
that innocent Italians such as themselves had been interned whilst true Fascists had mostly avoided 
internment.  Vitale described his internment, ‘this is the reward for being a good citizen for thirty-
two years in Australia and for having respected the laws…  Because of this I am interned and those 
who are evildoers are all out.’121 Vitale’s was a view shared by other Italian internees, convinced 
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that the fact Fascist supporters were commonly of the high socio-economic group of Italians had 
meant they could use their money to achieve freedom.  Internee Angelo Tati, for example, was 
angered in his mistaken conviction that by the end of 1942 all the Fascists had been released from 
the internment camps while honest Italians remained interned, an occurrence he believed was due 
to the Australian government releasing those Italians with money.122 Anger, distrust and 
resentment were common feelings amongst Italian internees, whether this be directed against 
Australian authorities, fellow Italians or the PNF who were all understood in differing ways as 
being responsible for the treatment of Italians during World War II.  Importantly though, despite 
Italian anger against Fascism there are few examples of this manifesting into active political 
agitation against Fascism and the PNF and only several cases of Italians turning to Fascism due to 
their resentment towards Australian authorities.  Instead, the overwhelmingly consequence of the 
internments was the rejection of politics by the majority of Queensland’s Italians, including 
previous Fascist supporters.   
 From January 1944 onwards Italians were gradually released from the internment camps.123 
By March 1944 it was reported that practically all Italian internees had been released and drafted to 
the civil aliens’ corps and barred from working further north than Rockhampton.124 As the majority 
of Italians returned to their places of residence in North Queensland in 1945 they encountered 
continuing anti-Italian feeling amongst the wider population.  The RSSAILA complained to the 
Federal Army minister that simply because Italy had been defeated did not justify the release of 
Italians who had ‘been interned for good reasons’ and argued for the deportation of all interned 
Italians at the conclusion of the war.125 They were supported by some members in the Queensland 
parliament who suggested investigating each internee and deporting those who were proven Fascist 
supporters.126 Letters from the public sent to the Queensland press spoke of resentment that Italians 
were simply allowed to return to their farms without further punishment and that former Fascist 
supporters faced no serious consequences for their actions, some backing calls that, at the very 
least, former members of the Fasci be deported to Italy.127 
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Faced with this antagonistic context and having experienced the hardships caused by the 
internments, both for those interned and the families left to struggle on the outside, it is 
understandable that most Italians wished to avoid political discussions altogether, preferring to 
concentrate on re-establishing their livelihoods which had been affected by the war.  Borrie wrote 
as early as 1954 that ‘curiously enough, however, the internment does not appear to have left a 
legacy of bitterness,’ but such a view is simplistic.128 Simply because Italians avoided voicing their 
anger or resentment at their treatment did not in turn mean that no bitterness remained.  The 
betrayal of Italians by their fellow countrymen indeed left a legacy of suspicion and resentment 
within communities.  Belfiore, as an example, was ostracised by his fellow countrymen on 
returning to Home Hill.  Police reports asserted that Italians knew of his attempts to avoid 
internment by reporting on Italians and now looked upon him as a ‘treacherous individual.’  
Belfiore himself reported to local police on the hostile attitude he now faced from his countrymen 
in Home Hill.129 Other Italians faced lingering health issues suffered from their internment.  Orazio 
Nictora wrote to the Federal Director of General Security in 1945 that the deterioration of his health 
suffered in the camps had left him feeling ‘always pretty sick, and I do not feel even to work the 
farm.’130 Vattuone also continued to battle ill health after his release, finally passing away in 1951 
aged only forty-six.131 Given the preponderance of letters sent from the internment camps by 
Italians writing of their regrets at ever coming to Australia, at the injustice of their internments and 
their desire for revenge against those Italians who helped to have them interned, it is doubtful that 
these feelings simply evaporated after 1945.132 Evidence of this is demonstrated in several oral 
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history records related by children of former Italian internees.  Angela Wayne wrote that the hurt 
and trauma suffered by her parents who were both interned remained with them all their lives, 
while Vilma Watkins also writes that her father Roberto De Conti retained his feelings of bitterness 
and resentment at his internment right up to his death in 1958.133 
Politically, the consequences of Fascist politics also continued to be felt within Italian 
communities after the conclusion of World War II.  The intimidation used by the Fascists to silence 
anti-Fascist opposition was still feared by Italians despite the fall of the PNF.  Anti-Fascist 
supporters wrote in 1944 of the difficulties encountered in their attempts to encourage Italians to 
support the movement against Fascism as some continued to fear the resurgence of Fascism in Italy 
and the consequences they would subsequently face for supporting anti-Fascist parties.134 
Furthermore, although Fascism as a political term disappeared, not all Italians rejected the 
principles of Fascism completely.  Antonio Falcone’s statement in February 1944 was significant, 
in which he asserted that he was no longer a Fascist because Fascism had disappeared in Italy, but 
on the question of whether the principles of Fascism had disappeared, he could not say.135 As 
Fascism had incorporated such a divergence of concepts it was inevitable that it would survive in 
some form.  Indeed as a belief in the Roman Catholic Church, the Italian monarchy and a force 
against Communism it could well be understood that the conclusion of World War II did not 
witness the end of Fascist influence within Queensland’s Italian communities.136 Following 1945 
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and the advent of the Cold War the Catholic Church, along with prominent Italians, would continue 
to urge Italians to combat the influence of Communism, a political battle that would reflect the 
previous clash between anti-Fascist and Fascist Italians.137 Other Italians would reject their Fascist 
past, adhering to more acceptable forms of politics as a means of obtaining positions of influence, 
just as they had done with Fascism, and found their previous support for Mussolini little barrier to 
reclaiming leadership roles within the Italian population of Queensland.138 
However, for the majority of Italians who had viewed Fascism in a positive manner, the 
consequences of World War II were to encourage a rejection of political activity.  The anger 
towards Fascism born by its former supporters could undoubtedly be viewed in a cynical fashion, 
the profusions of no longer supporting the PNF an attempt to have themselves released from 
internment.  However, across the numerous personal letters sent from camp it is evident many of 
the Italians who had put their faith into Fascism and the promises it had made to Italians in 
Australia felt genuinely disillusioned by the events of World War II.  Belief that Fascism was a 
means of defending their rights as Italians in Australia had led to their internment, and they had 
seen the way in which former supporters had cynically distanced themselves from the PNF or 
informed on fellow members of the Fasci in order to avoid being interned.  PNF rule over the entire 
Italian nation had ended in 1943.  From 1943 to 1945 under Mussolini’s Repubblica di Salò  an 
even more vehemently Fascist regime had appeared, although it was clearly doomed to failure as 
the Allies advanced northwards.  These events had demonstrated the hollowness of the regime and 
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its inability to fulfil its own propaganda that it had disseminated amongst Italians in Queensland 
since the mid-1920s.  Some, like Luciano, had primarily joined the Fascist party for financial 
reasons and had rejected the party as soon as membership became a liability.  Others, like Carlo 
Gattino, whilst using membership of the Fascio to enhance business connections, had supported 
Fascism as a positive force for Italians in Australia and its promotion of respect between 
Australians and Italians.  Genuinely shocked as Fascism became an enemy of Britain and Australia 
he had immediately ceased to support the PNF when they sided with Germany.139 Some hardline 
Fascists had continued to proclaim their adherence to Fascism during the early years of internment 
and a small number of Italians even became new converts towards Fascist politics as a 
manifestation of anger towards Australian authorities, but by 1945 the majority of Fascist 
supporters were disenchanted with politics and regretted their former association with the PNF as a 
liability that had cost them dearly.  In the years following 1945 many of those Italians who had 
experienced the war were characterised by their reluctance to involve themselves in public affairs, 
instead focusing predominately on their family and work.140 
The advent of World War II may have signalled the end of Fascism as a legitimate political 
force in Australia, but its impact continued to be felt in the internment camps and Italian 
communities throughout Queensland.  Although disillusionment with the PNF was widespread 
amongst former Fasci members after 1945, the fact that Fascism was always interpreted in a myriad 
of differing ways meant that certain aspects of its political ideals never completely disappeared.  
The anti-Communist elements of Fascism continued to make their presence felt in Queensland 
throughout the Cold War.  Fascism’s failure was, however, to have the most telling impact.  The 
promises it had made through its propaganda to Italians in Queensland had in the end eventuated to 
nothing except internment and financial suffering for many Italians who had previously shown their 
faith in the PNF as a force that promoted Italian rights in Australia.  For many of these Italians, 
politics had shown itself of little worth and a distinct reticence amongst Queensland’s pre-World 
War II Italians to again join political groups or participate in political activities was part of 
Fascism’s legacy.  As Aldo Signorini had written from the internment camp, it now seemed more 
prudent to put one’s faith in yourself and your family than rely on any particular political party for 
support.  
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CONCLUSION  
 
The end of World War II can be seen as the conclusion of a particularly tumultuous period 
in the history of Italian settlement in Queensland.  Taking 1891 as a starting point, the following 
fifty-four years had witnessed the establishment and growth of the state’s Italian population.  
Italians had sought to create a new home in the state in the face of sometimes strong Anglo-
Australian opposition to their presence and had experienced difficult periods of anti-Italian feeling, 
culminating in the internments of World War II.  Within this evolution the presence of the PNF in 
the state and its attempts to encourage support for Fascism amongst Queensland’s Italians from 
1926 onwards were a vital factor that would have a considerable impact within the developing 
context of Italian life. 
This thesis asserts that Fascism did have a considerable impact on the Italian population in 
Queensland, but making conclusions regarding Queensland’s Italians and their support for Fascism 
is particularly difficult, given the complexity regarding their interaction with the politics of 
Fascism.  In one aspect, it could be argued that the low number of Italians joining the official Fasci 
clearly expresses that support for the Fascist party in Queensland was particularly low.  Such a 
conclusion would be, however, problematic.  The divergent forms of support for Fascism 
demonstrated by Italians throughout the period of the PNF’s presence means that low party 
membership does not in itself sustain arguments that Queensland’s Italians were predominately 
anti-Fascist.  Nor did Fasci membership necessarily denote Fascist conviction, as the cynical 
attempts by a number of members to use Fascist association to expand their financial interests 
demonstrate.  
Contributing to this difficulty is the elusive nature of Fascism itself.  Ideologically, Fascism 
encompassed such an array of political concepts that it is understandable that Italians throughout 
Queensland supported Fascism for a number of differing reasons.  For some the PNF appeal was 
based on its economic achievements in Italy and the belief that it had regained Italian prestige as a 
world power.  Others embraced Fascism as a force against Communism, while for many Italians 
support was encouraged by the PNF’s positive relationship with the Catholic Church.   
For the majority of Italians it was a conglomeration of these aspects of Fascism that 
contributed towards their positive feelings regarding the PNF.  As opposed to an intellectual 
political movement, Fascism meant a diverse number of things to a vast array of Italians who 
shaped their interaction with Fascism as it best suited their lives in Queensland.  It was indeed a 
complicated amalgamation of self-interest and political belief that encouraged Italians to view 
Fascism in a positive fashion.  Furthermore, as expressed in chapter two, it is evident that many 
Italians compromised with the regime, rather than actively supporting it, and the use of fear and 
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intimidation by the Fascists to punish openly anti-Fascist Italians in Queensland cannot be 
discounted as a force which encouraged Italians to avoid acting against the PNF.  
Overall then, what conclusions can be made in regards to the impact of Fascism on the 
Queensland Italian population given this complexity?  Firstly, as elaborated in chapter three, it is 
vital to understand the interconnectedness of all areas contributing to Fascist politics within 
Queensland.  It is not productive, for instance, to study those factors that contributed to Fasci 
membership without understanding the relationship between the differing socio-economic groups 
within Italian communities.  As shown in chapter three, Italian fear of being seen as anti-Fascist 
could shape business decisions, thus encouraging Italian businessmen to embrace Fascist politics.  
The study of such multifaceted relationships deepens the understanding of the PNF’s impact and 
the way in which Queensland Italians related to Fascism, an expanded comprehension that would 
be absent in a study that considered Fasci members as an area of investigation completely separate 
from the majority of the state’s Italians.  
Once this complexity is instead embraced it is possible to advance the understanding of the 
overall nature of Fascism, the way it was shaped by the wider social, economic and political factors 
that affected the Italian population in Queensland and how this impinged on its interaction with the 
Italian population in the state.  What can be concluded from this methodological direction is that as 
a form of nationalism that defended Italian national identity against anti-Italian antagonism, 
Fascism was supported by the majority of Queensland’s Italians.  Anti-Italian feeling directed 
against Queensland’s Italian population, particularly in the north, was essential in encouraging this 
form of Fascist patriotism.  Importantly, this construction of Italian nationalism was not anti-
Australian, but instead appealed to Queensland Italians by proclaiming them worthy citizens of 
Australia.  Fascist nationalistic rhetoric emphasised the fact Italy had fought alongside Australia in 
World War I, the greatness of Italian history that had contributed so much to the world at large and 
the belief that Italian work had been crucial to the progress of Queensland itself.  Italian inferiority 
born out of Australian prejudice meant many Italians were receptive to this message, eager to 
embrace Fascist claims that it had regained Italian national pride and that in turn Italian immigrants 
were due respect.  This form of Fascist support was also encouraged by the state’s Catholic Church, 
which urged Italians to support Fascism as the defender of the Catholic faith.  Aligned with its 
control of the Italian press in Australia and the use of intimidation to ensure the minimisation of 
anti-Fascist dissent, it can be seen that Fascism was able to influence Queensland Italians to view 
the PNF in a positive manner as the defender of Italian pride.  
In respect to the Fasci, their membership was encouraged by a combination of political 
support and financial aspects.  The majority of Fasci members were of the high socio-economic 
class of Queensland’s Italians and used the Fasci as a means of networking with both Italians of the 
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same social class and Fascist consular officials.  Despite the low number of members, it is evident, 
as demonstrated in chapter three, that the impact of Fascism within the state would have been 
lessened without the presence of the Fasci.  Through these associations the PNF were able to 
involve a larger number of Italians throughout the state with Fascist propaganda.  The Fasci were 
the main distributors of Fascist propaganda within their communities and organised popular Italian 
cultural festivals and activities that encouraged Italians to celebrate their sense of national identity 
as inseparable from support for the PNF.  Alongside this, the Fasci were able to assist the PNF’s use 
of surveillance, supplying information on anti-Fascist activities in their communities and thus 
expanding the Fascist party’s ability to silence opposition.  Although not entirely successful in their 
aims, when circumstances allowed and leadership was strong, the Fasci, as in Babinda and to some 
extent in Brisbane, were able to have considerable success in involving substantial numbers of 
Italians in Fascist celebrations. 
Drawing these elements together, as a form of nationalism against British Australian anti-
Italian antagonism Fascism was supported by the majority of Queensland Italians.  The state’s 
Italian population responded to Fascist assertions that Italians should be proud of their nationality 
due to the contribution their country had made to European civilisation and that it was the PNF 
who had reclaimed this heritage and made Italy respected again.  In addition, Fascist propaganda 
specifically emphasised aspects of Italian nationalism that appealed to Queensland Italians, 
especially in regards to Italy’s actions during World War I and the contribution of Italians to the 
state’s economic success.  In respect to Fasci membership, it differed somewhat in that it 
predominately consisted of a distinct group of wealthier Italians who invariably joined due to a 
mixture of financial and political concerns.  Despite this disconnection, the two areas of Fascist 
support, involving the Fasci and the wider Italian community, did impact on each other, shaping 
their interaction with the PNF.   
Notwithstanding this patriotic support for Fascism, in reference to the actual aims of the 
PNF regarding overseas Italians, the Fascists clearly failed to engender the political support they 
sought in Queensland.  The Fasci All’estero had envisioned Italian populations abroad loyal to the 
PNF, who would believe in Fascism, follow the orders of the Fascist party and unquestionably 
back the political direction of the Italian government.  Instead, in Queensland what can be 
understood is that whilst patriotic support for Fascism was strong it had no political essence.   
When connection with Fascist politics became detrimental to their lives in Queensland, as the PNF 
took an increasingly aggressive stance towards Britain and its allies in the late 1930s, very few 
Italians had any interest or motivation to associate with Fascist politics.  Although Fasci members 
and the wider Italian population may have differed in the form of their interaction with the PNF, 
the nature of their relationship with the Fascist government was the same.  Italians in Queensland 
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of all social classes shaped Fascism in regards to their own lives, associating with those aspects 
that were most beneficial to their situation.  When support for Fascism was disadvantageous to 
their lives in Queensland they had no interest in continuing their attachment with Fascist politics.   
This thesis is the first work concentrating solely on the role of Fascism within the 
Queensland Italian population.  The majority of community histories, biographies, autobiographies 
and historical texts dealing with Italian settlement in Queensland prior to 1945 have mainly focused 
on a narrative of Italian achievement.  They have predominately centred on the recurring themes of 
how Italian work was essential to the success of the Queensland sugar cane industry, how Italians 
undertook difficult labour in the cane fields while having to suffer the racism of the Anglo-
Australian community, how such anti-Italian feeling culminated in the experiences of the 
internment and what the endurance of these hardships has achieved both for the Italians and the 
state at large.  This common depiction of the past defines the pre-World War II Queensland Italians’ 
place in Australian society as a successful ethnic group and cements a clearly definable identity.  
Such studies have tended to ignore the complicated relationships between differing Italian socio-
economic classes and have brushed over the support for Fascism that was prominent in some Italian 
communities; such unfashionable political actions discarded in the narrative of historical success.  
The role of Fascism within the history of Italian settlement in Queensland is essential, however, in 
expanding our understanding of Italian community development.  Analysing the means by which 
Fascism attempted to shape Italian national identity by establishing clubs and festivals and how 
differing Italian communities reacted to these activities casts new light on the ways Italians 
conceived of their own identity and how the complex structures of social diversity and power 
relationships affected Italian communities and their political practices.   
Work by historians such as those by Ilma O’Brien, Diane Menghetti and William Douglass 
have sought to provide a more complex and detailed analysis of the pre-World War II Queensland 
Italian population.  In respect to the study of Italian political activity during this period, the work of 
Menghetti in the Red North has been an essential aspect in expanding the understanding of Italian 
political interactions in North Queensland prior to World War II.  However, her study focuses 
overwhelmingly on anti-Fascist and Communist activity.  Though these political groups were 
undoubtedly strong in North Queensland amongst Italians, the strength and popularity of Fascism 
indicates that its influence and activities are also due thorough analysis.  It may be somewhat 
convenient today, given the standing of the pre-World War II Italian population, to proclaim that 
the majority were anti-Fascists or that all Italians in Ingham resisted Fascism, but activities in areas 
like Babinda or even the Italian response in Ingham to the Italo-Abyssinia war challenge such 
generalisations and demonstrate the complexity of Italian political activities.  Fascism had a 
significant impact on the Italian population in Queensland and the Italian reaction, which was often 
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manifested as a form of nationalistic support, cannot be ignored despite its unfashionable nature.  
 In reference to Fascism itself, Cresciani and Douglass have given some focus to Italian 
Fascism in Queensland.  Their work analysing the nature of Italian political involvement and the 
impact of Fascist and anti-Fascist politics in Queensland has provided an essential basis for this 
thesis to build upon.  Cresciani’s work though has been predominately focused on Melbourne and 
Sydney.  Although it is true that these areas had the most prominent Fasci, the lack of support for 
such associations in Queensland does not in turn mean that Fascism necessarily had a lesser 
influence on the state’s Italian communities.  Methodologically this thesis also diverges from 
Cresciani, arguing against some of the clear distinctions he makes between average and wealthier 
classes of Italians living in Australia as a theoretical devise to analyse each group’s relationship 
with Fascism separately.  This thesis would assert such distinctions are not productive in 
understanding the complexity of Fascism’s impact and the way in which interaction with the 
politics of the PNF was shaped by the relationship between the differing socio-economic classes of 
the Queensland Italian population.  Douglass’s work is important in building a greater picture of 
Italian settlement in Queensland, but his examination of Fascist politics is somewhat lacking in 
detail.  He says for instance that the Babinda Fascio was the most popular and successful Fascio in 
Queensland but fails to provide any reasoning for why this was the case.  Furthermore, the 
development of the Brisbane Italian community and their interaction with the politics of Fascism 
was quite distinct from other areas in Queensland and Australia and such investigation therefore 
expands the understanding of both Fascist politics in Italian communities and the history of Italian 
settlement in the state at large.   
This study thus contributes to further comprehension of transnational politics and the factors 
which shape immigrant settlement.  As Gentile wrote, ‘the experience of a political party after 
seizing power in its own country, which did set up a network of its branches abroad and keep under 
control and organise Italian immigrants in foreign countries, was an unprecedented event.’1
Transnational studies tend to be present centred, concentrating only on contemporary forms of 
transnational political action.  Instead, utilising this historical study can help inform our 
understanding of present day forms of migrant politics.  As one of the first instances of a national 
government pursuing a policy of transnational political action, the study of Queensland Italians and 
the PNF is important in building a further understanding of the developments shaping migrant 
groups both historically and in the present.  This is an important area of historical study that relates 
not only to migration to Queensland but also to other areas of Australia.  The Italians were the 
 
1 E. Gentile, "I Fasci Italiani All'estero.  The 'Foreign Policy' of the Fascist Party," in Fascism Outside Europe: The 
European Impulse against Domestic Conditions in the Diffusion of Global Fascism, ed. S. U. Larsen (New York: 
Columbia University Press, 2001), 96.  
238
largest group of non-Anglo-Celtic migrants to Queensland before World War II.  How their 
adaptation to life in Australia was shaped by domestic as well as international political factors can 
provide further understanding of migrant life in Australia today.    
In the broader historiography concerning the study of Italian Fascism this thesis is only a 
minor aspect.  There is no doubt that for the PNF the outcome of their policies concerning Italians 
in Queensland would have been a small concern within the overall milieu of Fascist government in 
Italy.  There were only some 8000 Italians living in Queensland at its height in the 1930s and whilst 
this was the largest state population in Australia at the time, its small number compared with the 
millions living in America as well as Australia’s distance from Italy ensured that the state would not 
be a prominent area of importance for the Fasci All’estero. Despite this, the study of Fascism in 
Queensland can contribute in some way to the historical field.  Taking the work of such historians 
as Bosworth, Cannistraro, Corner and Baldoli, this thesis sought to expand the understanding of the 
complex nature of Fascism, the way in which Italians across the world related to the government of 
the PNF in differing ways and the specific aspects in Italy and the country of migration that shaped 
this interaction.  In doing so the study questioned theories relating to Fascism as a ‘political 
religion’ or the idea of Italian consensus of support for the PNF and demonstrates instead the 
intricacies of the relationship between the Fascist government and the Italian population worldwide.  
The thesis will thus add to the work of Bosworth and Corner for example, in analysing the way in 
which Italians constructed the impact of Fascism on their own terms, working within the controlling 
policies of the Fascists to the best advantage of their lives in Queensland.  In this way the thesis can 
also assist the wider study of the interaction of populations within totalitarian governmental 
systems. 
In respect to further research there is still the need for a wider comparative study regarding 
Italians abroad and the politics of the Fascist government, not only focused on Italian communities 
within Australia, but also between specific Italian settlements here and overseas.  Such studies 
would further illuminate those factors which shaped the impact of Fascism in particular areas of 
Italian settlement across the world.  The role of the Catholic Church in shaping the interaction of 
Italians with the Fascist government also requires ongoing investigation.  Comparisons between the 
role of Duhig, for instance, and Catholic Bishops in the United States would help to clarify the 
relationship between the church and the success of Fascist policies within Italian communities 
abroad.  Such studies could further the broader understanding of how the social and economic 
context of areas of Italian settlement shaped the manner in which specific Italian communities 
understood and supported Fascism     
Overall then, this thesis argues that Fascism did have a significant impact on the Queensland 
Italian population.  The Fascists attempted to shape the developing sense of Italian identity 
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constructed through the experiences of Italian immigrants in Queensland, appropriating Italian 
patriotism through its control of Italian clubs or through social occasions organised by the Fasci.  
Although the majority of Italians had little interest in politics, the official presence of the PNF 
ensured that substantial numbers would be forced to compromise with the regime to some degree.  
Association with anti-Fascist politics could mean the inability of further family members to migrate 
to Australia or, even worse, punishment for loved ones still resident in Italy.  What this meant was 
that for most Italians it was better to simply avoid any activities that could be deemed anti-Fascist 
and to associate with those aspects of Fascism that suited their particular needs, whether that be in 
the form of patriotic support, joining the Fasci for business reasons or just refusing to support the 
anti-Fascists.  Fascism shaped economic and social conflicts involving Italians, played a role in 
their religious lives and contributed substantially to the Australian government’s fears of the 
possibility of Italian fifth column activity during World War II that encouraged the widespread 
internment of the state’s Italians.  Looking only at the Fasci and concluding that Fascism in 
Queensland was insignificant is therefore narrow, failing to take into account the divergent nature 
of Fascist influence in the state.  The role of Fascism is thus essential to understanding the complex 
history of Italian settlement in Queensland before World War II as its overall impact played a 
considerable part in shaping this immigrant population’s development.   
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